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DEDICATION. 



TO 



JOHN REEVES, ESCL 

FOUNDER OF THE LOYAL ASSOCIATION AGAINST 
REPUBLICANS AND LEVELLERS. 



Dear Sir, Pall Mall, May 29, 1801. 

A HIS, the anniverfary of that happy day; which 
drove rebellion, republicanifm, and tyranny from 
England ; which reflored the King to the throne, 
the Prelates to the church, the Nobles to their 
titles, the People to their liberties, and which 
brought the Regicides to the gibbet ; this aufpicious 
day I have chofen for dedicating to you my humble 
labours in that caule, of which you have long been 
the mod diflingui(hed sind moft fuccefsful champion. 
I have feledted you, on this occafion, for many 
reafbns, but chiefly, becaufe you are the known 
•ncmy of republicans and levellersj^ becaufe you 
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have defended the Church and the Throne againft 
the encroachments of fedtaries and demagogues, 
and becaufe you have fufFered perfecution for your 
loyal efforts. That perfecution, which ought never 
to %G forgotten, did, however, produce fome cir- 
cumflances which I remember with pleafixre. Wheil 
violence and cowardice, malice and ingratitude, 
had combined to ruin your fortune and blaft your 
fame, there was one EngliOiman, who, like Abdiel, 
*' faithful found ai^ong the feithlefs, faithful only 
he among innumerable falfc," had the courage to 
defend your caufe ; and, though his eloquence and 
truth prevailed not with the boifierous hoft^ you had 
the latisfadlion to owe your deliverance to an infli* 
tution, which fprang not from the branches^ but from 
the irtmk itfclf, and the quiet good fmfe of the People. 

With that refpeft, which I have ever entertained 
for you, fince 1 firft heard your name pronounced^ 

I remain, 
Dear Sir, 

Your moft humble 

And moft obedient fervant, 
WM. COBBETT. 
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PREFACE. 



I^INCE the Grand Rebellion there has conftantly 
been, in this kingdom, a certain portion of the leven 
of republicanifhx. Sometimes it has remained, for 
years together, in a dormant ftate ; but whenever it 
has found materials to mix with, it has never failed 
to revive, to ferment, and to fwell the difcontcnte 
and the calamities of the country. Of late years it 
has been enlivened, cheriihed, and augmented by 
various means^ but by nothing fo much as by tb^ 
fuccefs of the American rebellion, and by the long 
and uninterrupted feries of mifreprefentations and 
fallehood^, which have, through every poflible 
channel, been propagated refpeding the new- Go- 
vernment and rulers of the United States. 

Having fucceeded in Separating the Colonies from 
the mother-country, the leading Whigs in America 
very naturally exerted their utraoft efforts to perfuade 
the world that their country was benefited by that 
feparation; and though this was, by every one, who. 
was a witnefs of the efFe6ls of the change, well 
known to be falfe, it neverthelefs paiTed uncon- 
tradifled : thofe perfons in America who were dif- 
pofcd to remove the deception, had it not in their 
power. The Whigs had the exclufiye poileflion of 
the prefs, to make ufe of which, for the purpofe of 
Ihowing the evils which had refultcd from the re- 
jbellion^ would, till within the latt feven year$, have 

2 €Oft 
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coft the life of him who Ihould have had the temerity 
to perfcvcre in it; befides, the loyalifls who had, 
by various ties, been bound to the foil of the States, 
had fecn themfelves formally abandoned (in. the 
peace of Lord Shclburne) by the only power from 
which they could poflibly hope for protedion ; and, 
therefore, in the fervice of that power, there was no 
reafon for them to hazard that property and peace 
which, in fecret and in iilence, they were permitted 
to enjoy. If, in fome few inflances, indignation, 
at the fhameful falfchoods of the Whigs, burft forth 
ih defiance of reafon and of intcreft, the cruel per- 
fccution, which invariably followed thefe indifcreet 
ebullitions, foon fiifled the feeble voice of loyalty 
^nd truth. 

Puring my relidence in the United States, few 
inen had a better opportunity of learning the real 
and undifguifed fentiments of the people, and very 
few ever turned fuch an ppportupity to greater profit; 
and I folemnly declare, that I never taet with a man, 
in whatever rank or fit nation of life, who did not Re- 
gret the feparation of the United States from the 
mother-country. Many men differed widely from 
me in political maxims ; many juflified the proceed- 
ings of the Rump Congrcfs; many more condemned 
the condudt of Great Britain ; and I have met with^ 
feveral who were loud in their clamours againfl: 
kingly government, however modified ; but I never 
knew one American who, in his calm and candid 
moments, did not acknowledge that the country was 
much happier before the rebellion than it ever had 
beert fince. All thofe who had arrived at the age of 
maturity previous to the fatal rupture, ufcd to anfwer 
my obfervations on the diflradled flatc of their coun- 
try by deicribing its peaceful and happy ftate thirty 
years ago; and, on fuch occafions, it has happened* 
to me, not unfrequently, to hear thofe, who had 
carried arms againft their King, Ihift the fin from 

their 
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their own ftioulders to thofe of the pretended patriots 
of England. But this candour never extended ta 
the prefs, which, in fpite of the inward conviction 
of the people, was conftantly employed in boafting 
of the happy efk&s of the reparation, and in dif- 
gutiing all the numerous calamities which had arifen 
therefrom. 

The reluftance, which- all thofe, who had been ac- 
tive in the rebellion, muft neceflarily feel, to fee the 
evils of that rebellion expofed, is quite fufficient to 
account for the mifreprefentations of the American 
prefs ; and, if to this reludlance we add the intereft, 
which every man of property had, in whatever tended 
to invite new fettlers, and to enhance the value of the 
funds and the land of the country, we fhall.not be 
furprifed, that, in fpite of party animofities and do- 
meftic broils, the fyftem of deception has been con- 
ducted with an unanimity and an efprit-de corps, 
that would not difgrace a community of monks. 

While the prefs, which is now become the ruler 
of the opinions of men, was, in America, thus enlift- 
ed under the banners of the republicans ; in Europe 
circumftances rendered it not lefs devoted to their fer- 
vice. France, which on the Continent gave the 
faftiion in fentinjent as well as in dnfs, was com- 
pelled to efpoufe their caufe» in juftification of her 
own condu6l ; and tliough it was exceffively ridicu- 
lous to hear her monkeys chaftcr about giving liberty 
andhappinefs to Britifh Colonies, the envious na- 
tions of Europe, who all, either openly or fecretly, 
rejoiced at the humiliation of England, liflened to 
them not only with patience, but with pleafure and 
applaufe. 

In England alone exifted the means of detection 

and expofure : but, here, the reins of Government 

had paffed into the hands of'the very men, who had 

juftified ^le reliftance, and who had, in a great me;a- 

fure, become partifans of the Americans. They did, 
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indeed, fct thcmfelves ferioufly to work to repair (he 
financial and commercial injuries which the rebellion 
had brought on their country ; but the political inju- 
ries tliey were obliged to leave untouched, or to ac- 
knowledge their own errors, an effort of candourne- 
ver to be expefted from a political party. Lord North 
and his adherents might have done much ; but, as if 
fate itfelf had declared in favour of delufion, they 
formed a connexion, which for ever afterwards 
fealed up their lips. There were, indeed, flill men 
enough in England who abhorred the American re- 
bellion, and who were able and willing to expofe 
itsmilchievous and difgraceful confequences. It was 
too late ; the torrent of £rror was become irreliftible ; 
the floodgates were burft open, and the inundation 
eftfued. From that time rebellion ceafed to be a 
crime, and loyalty to be a virtue. There is, in ninety- 
nine hundredths of mankind, a propenfity to approve 
of whatever is crowned with fuccefs ; hence, many 
of thofc, who, Avhile the iffue of the contefl was 
doubtful, exprefled a becoming dcteftation of the 
condiidl of America, have, lince the clofe of the 
war, ' appeared amongft the forwardeft to congratu- 
late her on the event, and to eulogize thofe who 
were, and who Hill are, branded with the name of 
rebels, in the rcfolutions of the Parliament, and the 
proclamations of the King. 

While this rare combination of circumflancescon- 
fpired againft truth and monarchical government, 
the Britifti prefs, than which nothing ever was, or 
ever can be, more fervile, kept an exa6t pace with the 
delufion of the nation, till, at laft, it is become a 
matter of courfe for us to read of riie American re- 
bellion (which has been' foftened into revolutio7i)j not 
only as ajuftifiable but a. meritorious a6\, which has 
'led to the formation of a Government the moft per- 
fe6l in the world, condui9.cd by men the mqft virtu- 
ous, and rendering the country the moft profperous, 

and 
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ttnd the jJeople the moft happy iri the univcrfc. 
I fpeak not of that part of the prefs which is under, 
the controul of fedlarles and republicans; from 
them fuch fentiments are ever to be expedied : I al- 
lude to pubUcations which. profefs great loyalty, and 
in which America is faid to have " fhaken off the 
yoke^^ to have " gained \xtx freedom y'' to have " fuc* 
c.^%{v^\^ TQ^\^^i\ unlawful controul ^^ to have ^^ eman^ 
cipated herfelf,'^ and to have " taken her place 
amongft the'family of independent nations, of which 
3fhe is the happieft filler, and to which Ihe is a bright 
example^^ Nay, a modern compiler, a Clergyman 
of the church of England, and Fellow too of St. 
Mary Magdalen College, Oxford, to be plain, the 
Reverend Arthur Homer, D. D. has, in his Pro • 
pofals for publilhing a Bibliotheca Univerfalis Ame- 
ricana, thought proper torepre(ent General Wash-^ 
iNGTON, the man who, while he bore a commiffion 
under his and Dr. Homer's Sovereign, was the 
very firft in the Colony of Virginia to fubfcribc to a 
fund for raifing troops to fight againfl: that Sovereign ; 
the man who afterwards commanded the rebel army, 
who, in cold blood, and contrary to the laws of 
war, executed the gallant Andre ; the man, in fliort, 
whofe fame refts on his having been the principal in- 
lirument in cutting off* an empire from the crown of 
Britain ; this is the man whom the Reverend Ar- 
thur Homer has thought proper to reprefent as 
** the greatest and most virtuous charaSler that 
the New World has ever produced ;^ and the Reverend 
Gentleman has the modefly to prefume, that in 
this his opinion, " every good man and every loyal 
SUBJECT of this country will at prefent concur^ The 
death of " the greateji and ynojt virtuous chara6ler 
that the New World has ever produced," induced Dr. 
Homer to alter his propofals, in a new edition of 
which he propofes to dedicate his book to the Bi- 
shop OF Landapf. It would fecm, that the Nevy- 

c 2 World 
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Wovlil hail not, in his opinion, produced a (econd 
charat^UT quite worthy of the honour, though, in 
bcflovvinpit on my Lord of Landaff, the Reve- 
rend Gentleman, apparently fenfible that foroe ct 
the •* woi thy compeers'' of Waftiington might think 
themftlves llighteil, takes an opportunity of paying 
them all a very handfome compHment. While the 
teachers of the nation openly promulgate opinions 
like thefe, it is both fooliih and unjuil to complain 
of the progrefs of difloyalty. If Doctor Home^ 
were dt firiujs to find a native of the New World 
worthy of the ** mark of refpe<ft" which he had to 
bellow, one would have thought that Bishop Inglis, 

CoiiKT RlTMfORD, GeNE-RAL De LaNCY, JuDGE 

Ludlow, or fome other out of the long lift of brave 
and learned men, who abandoned their property and 
ventured their lives for their King, might have been 
preferred to a man, who, however his deeds may 
now be varni (bed over, will ever fiand as a imitor 
on the records of England* 

The prailes of the American Government form 
a never-ending fubje<?t for almoft every political 
publication that iflucs from the Britiih prcfs. When 
the daring rebel Paine infulted the nation .with his 
culogiums on the governments of France and Ame- 
riea, and held forth his triumphant comparifon be- 
tween them and the Government of England, as far 
as related to that of France, he met with contradic- 
tion and expofure ; but, as to that of America, 
which furnifhed much the moft dangerous example^ 
his laliehoods were fufFered to pafs as incontrovert- 
iMe fadls: even he, who was emphatically ftyled 
the father ofUes^ was prefumed to fpeak truth, when 
he fpoke in favour of America. When his Rights 
of Man appeared in the United States, even the 
Whigs themfelves blufhed at his impudence ; yet did 
the cowardly prefs of Great Britain, influenced 
partly by the fordid Spirit of commerce^ and partly by 
a the 
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the republican principles of its conduftors, iilcntly 
acquiefce in the rorre<5\nefs of his ftatements. 

To England, the confequences of this, fyftem of 
deception have been fuch as* might have bifen ex* 
pected. The people, as far as the nefarious influ- 
ence of the prcfs, and the ftill more nefarious influ- 
ence of the feftarian pulpit, have reached, are flrongly 
tind^ured with republicanifm. They have loft much 
of the refpedl which they formeriy entertained for 
the Royal authority, and much of the abhorrence 
which tney ought always to have preferved of rebel- 
lion againfl: it. And where is the wonder ? When 
the people fee fuch men as the Earl of Buchan and 
the Marquis of Lansdownr fend acrofs the At- 
lantic for the portrait of a notorious rebel, and ex- 
liibit it as the moft precious piece in their cabinets ; 
when the people hear a Reverend Dodlor of the 
Church dcfcribe that rebel as the ** greateft and mqfi 
vtrtttous chara6ter that the New World has ever pro- 
duced;" when they hear Sir John SiSfcLAiR, with 
audacity unparalleled, call upon them not only to 
admire this rebel, but to contribute towards a fund 
for the i:aifing of a monument to his memory, even in 
the dominions of their Sovereign, againft whom he 
had rebelled ; when they hear and fee thefe things, 
who can blame them for thinking lightly of rebi-l lion ? 
Who can blame them for rebelling themfelves ? 
And if it be true, that the moft pcrfe<5> Govern nerit, 
admininifi^ered by men the moft wife- and moft vir- 
tuous, and producing the greateft pofl[il)le degree of 
Erofperity and happinefs, has refulted from a rebel- 
on, and a rebellion tooagainft Georgk-thr Third, 
what is the natural, the obvious, the inevitable con- 
clufion ? 

This queftion I put to a gentleman in England, 
to whom I wrote in the year < 798. I pointed out to 
him the necefl[ity, not only of contradicfting the capti* 
vating falfehoods, which were propagated with re- 

c 3 ^ lpe<5t 



n 



22 PREFACE. 

f[)cc\ to America, but of .appealing to the experience 
of that country for evidences againft republican go- 
vernment, averting, what I now repeat upon more 
perfect convidion, that the difaffedion intbeBritifh 
dominions, particularly in Ireland, was chiefly to be 
aliribod to the deception with rcipeft to America, 
anil that it was in vain to hope for a radical cure, 
till that deception was removed. I added, that I was 
aware of the arduoufnefs of the undertaking ; but 
that, if it ])leat'ed God to fpare my life^ 1 was rcr 
Iblvcd to attempt it. 

This refolution I have now fulfilled. During a 
rrfidoncc in the United States of eight years, I wrote 
much upon the palling events, and diligently collect- 
ed whatever aj)i)cared to mc calculated to exhibit the 
country, the government, and the people, in their 
true colours. Thcfc writings and feledions I novr 
luhnut to the world. 

'J'l^r iirrnngcmcnt which I have adopted, appeared 
to be the only one of which the materials would ad- 
mit. I have begun with the pamphlets, and placed 
thrm tuTording to their dates, down to the time 
when Porcupinc*s Gazette began. But as thefe 
pan^phlets, in general, are connned each to a fingle 
fuhjeiM, the work, lb far, would have given but a 
very imperfect idea of the politics of the whole time 
diu-ing which it was written. To fupply this defe<ft, 
I havt* h)1orted between each pamphlet, fuch mattec 
a.H iuviWH an hiilorieal ikctch of the intermediate fpace^ 
making the c(>nclulion of cachfketch a fort of intror 
tluvMion to the rucceciling |>;miphlet. Thefe additions 
not only Hinder the chain of events entire, but alfo 
lerve as a key to the pamphlets thcmfelves, many 
parts of which, without lome Inch aid, mull appear 
unintollij^lblo to thole who arc not thoroughly ac- 
quainted with all the charaAcrs introduced, and 
who have not a pcnteft rccollcc^rion of all the circum- 
llanccs amidfl which each pamphlet was firft brought 
2 forward 
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fbtward to the public. Wbcii I arrive at the ispoch 
sat which the Gazettb commenced, I begifi to make 
ieledlion^ therefrom ; redlifj^ing, as I proceed, the 
Errors whidh were committed through hade or want 
of correal informatioii. 

In general I have followed the chronological or- 
der ; but fUch articles as I found divided, I have 
brought under one head ; and whatever I thought 
rieceffary to preferve of the proceedings of Congrefs, 
1 h^LVt J)laced together under the date of the clofe of 
each feffidn refpeftively. 

In order to render the vvork as complete and fatif- 

faftory as poffible, I have prefixed to the firft volume 

a Summary View of the Politics of the United States^ 

from theend of the American war, to the time when 

1 begati to Write. This retrofpeft will enablfe the 

reader to trace back to their efficient caufes, that ab- 

furd and unnatural partiality for Frai'iCe, that cnthu-^ 

fiafin in her unjuft and impious caufe, and all thofe 

novel, wild, and dangerous notions, to eradicate 

which, I fo long, atld, riotwithftanding appearances, 

fe fuccefsfully laboured. To the clofe of the work - 

alfo, I have made conliderable additions. My laft 

American piiblicatian came down ho later than Aprils 

1800 ; but I have now added feledlions and remarks 

to complete the feries up to March, i So i. 

So large and fo mifcellaneous a work certaitily re- ' 
qtiires all the aid that mere editorfhip can anbrd. 
Each volume bears thb date of the month and the 
year in the running title at the top of the page. Be- 
ndes this, every volume has a table of its contents ; 
the firft vdltime contain^ a general table, and the 
lafi volutne a general and copious Index. 

After all, however, it liiufl: be confefled, that I 
prefent to the world neither a hiftory, nor a magi* 
zine, norit jdurnal ; but fomething partaking of the ' 
nature of them all ; a mafs of matter, left to befe- 
(larated and digefted in the mind of the reader. It 
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VI ill, inde^dt require a rcatbnable flock of patience 
' to go through the twirlvc volumes i but if anyone 
: Jhcjuld happen to have perfcverance enough to Ibc- 
ceed in the undertaking, I venture loalicrij that he 
will derive therefrom more information rcl'pefling 
the cufloms, the manners, the morals, the reUgion^ 
, and the politics of America, than fruin all the Hif- 
tones and travels that have ever yet been pubUfhcd. 
There is no branch of republican government, whe- 
ther Icgiflative or executive, civil ov military ; no right 
or privilege of the poor fo vercign people ; no bauble 
i;vith which he is amufcd^ no democratic I rick by which 
he is deceived ; in fhort, there are none of lliofe means 
by which liberty roni rives to rob a people of their free- 
dom! which are not fully explained and expoftd i^ 
the fadls that I have recorded. I have given a deli- 
neation, or rather have furnitlied the materials where* 
with the reader will be able to dehneate, upwards of 
one thouland public characters, and not a fmaH 
number of private ones. In recording thcfe facls, 
I have not, indeed, been under the mollifying infill- 
encc of modern candour ; but I have, in no one in- 
Itance, knowingly and feriouflyj given falfchood for 
truth ; and, though the reader will fometimes find 
IDC fevcre, frequently very rough, and more frequently 
very dull, he will never find mc irreligious, f^ctiou^j^ 
or fervile. 

The republicaps, and the blind and obftinat^ ad- 
vocates for American liberty^ will fay that I am par- 
tial and vlndidive; but, I proteft with the folemnity 
and fincerity due to an oath, that I have not fet down 
*^ aught in malice f and that I harbour not the Icaft 
refentment towards America or her inhabitants in ge- 
nerah I wifh them all poffible profperity andhappi- 
nefs ; but I alfo wifh to convince the worlds that their 
profperity and happinefs have not been augmentedby 
a rebellion, Oiough a fuccefsful one, again ft the mild- 
eft, the mo ft juftj and moft virmous of Sovereigns, 
4 ' If 
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|f I bav^ glv^n the name of rekeJH&» to that wbiclf 
others have called a revo^uiion^ it ha^ neither heoi 
from a defire to fee thoffe cppcernec} in it fufier for t]^ 
pfFencie, nor to keepaliyeaQy<)e^reeofhatredagaUilil 
them Qu account thereof; it.hais bpen didlat^ by a 
fenf^ of propriety ^nd pf juftice : and I am fully perj» 
fpadcd, that till the people of Americfi thep^lves. 
are brought to look pppn thi^ir revolt as a rebellion,^ 
their ov^^p Government will neveir acquire iUbility. I 
have, ipdced, been moft unjuflly and ungratefully 
treated by fome perfons in the United States ; but 
the kindpcfs and geqerpfity which I have received 
from others, have entirely effaced th}s injuftice and 
ingratitude from my mind. 1 have fpent my befl days 
in America ; I have cpntrai6ied fri^ndfhips there, whicl^ 
never cap ceaie but with my life ; and were I com- 
pelled to make a choice between my friends in Eng-: 
land, and my friends in Ameripa, I h^ve no helita- 
tion in faying, that, with a very few conceptions, I 
Ihould prefer the latter. But private feelings ought 
to have no influence over a man*s public conduct : 
i am called upon, on this occafion, to fpeak the 
truth, or to hold my tongue. In fpeaking of thp 
chara<5lers ancl condu6l of the Whigs, I muft al- 
ways be underflood as making numerous exceptions. 
The fame caution will apply to my defcription of 
every clafs of perfons ; and I wifh to imprefs flrong- 
ly on the mind of the reader, that from my account 
pf individuals or bodies of men, he muft never draw 
a conclufion unfavourable to the people at large, 
who, though they have fome faults peculiar to them-* 
felves, have alfo fome virtues pofleffed, to the fame 
extent, by no other nation ; in fhort, I vi^ifli unequi- 
vocally to declare, what I have frei^ucntly declared 
before, that^ with the exception of thofe vices which 
are the impiediate effedl of their Government, the 
Americans yield, in no refpedl whatever, to any peo-: 
pie in the world. 
^ With 
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"With e(][ual folcranity I declare, as to iriyfctri that 
I have never a<5lcd, iti any inftance, under the influ- 
ence, direfl or indiredt, of hW Majefty's Miniflcrs ; 
that I never have received at their hands, or at the 
hands of any other perfon whatever, any reward for 
any thing I have ever written. I hope, indeed, that 
both the late and the prefent Miiliflry have approved 
of my humble efforts in the caufe of our King and 
country, which is alfo the caule of every good man in 
every country in the world ; but I am very far fr6nl 
wiihing for any pecuniary mark of their approbation^ 
which, were they to offer it, I would not receivd 

Pall Mall, W. COBBETT. 

1$|/A May^ lioii 
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± HE Congrefe, winch began, and conduced to 
its clofe, that rc^bcttion which fevered the thirteeii 
flouriftiing and favoured colonies of America from 
the kingdom o£ Great Britain, was compo&d of 
men, who, in poiiH of craftinefs, furpafled the 
Roundheads of England, and in point of enter*- 
prife and perfeverance very far outflripped the Ja- 
cobins of France *. If ever hiflory, freed from the 

fliatkles 



* I here give a lift of the Jrtembers who compofed theCcfftgreftf 
at the time when the ^Declaration of Independence was iffped^ and 
who figned that declaration, which was drawn up by Jefferfon* 
John Hancock, Prefident. 
rJofiahBartlett, 
Ne'w-Ham0iru " < William Whipple, 

LMatthew Thornton. 

{Samuel Adams, 
John Adams, 
Robert Treat Paine, 
Elbridge Geriy^ 
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ihackles which they and their Englifh abettors have 
impofed on her, ihould record their conduct in 
the language of truth, Ihe will teU the felfifh mo- 
tives 



Rhode IJlamt, 
ConneHicuU 

fTew-nrk. 
VeW'Jerfty. 



fennfjUfama^ 

J)ilaware. 
f^tylandt 

Kcrth CaroUttd. 



{Stephen Hopkins, 
William Ellcry. 
Roger Sherman, 
Samuel Huntington, 
William Williams, 
Oliver Wolcott. 
William Floyd, 
Philip Livingflon, 
Francis Lewis, 
, Lewis Morris. 
^Richard Stockton, * 
John Witherfpoon, 
Francis Hopl^infoni 
John Hart, 
^ Abraham Clark. 
Robert Morris, 
Benjamin Ruih, ' 
Benjamin 'Franklin, 
John Mprfon j 
* deorge Clymer, 
James Smith, 
George Taylor, 
James Wilfon, 
George Rofs, 
J Caefar Rodney, 
\ George Read. 
^Samuel Chafe, 
William Paca, 
Thomas Stone, 

Charles Carroll, of CarroUton. 
^George Wythe, 
Richard FJenry Lee, 
Thomas JefFerfon, 
Benjamin Qarrifon, 
Thomas Nelfon, jun. 
Francis Lightfoot Lee, 
^Carter Braxton. 
/•William Hooper^ 
J Jofeph Hewes, 
I John Penn — no relation to ibe 
. V Penns of Fennfylvania^ 

TH0MA9 
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tires by which they were Simulated to feduce a loyal 
people from their allegiance to the moft juft and moft 
merciful of Kings ; (he will dctedl the fallacy of 
their pretentions ; fhe will expofe their clofe-veiW 
hypocrify and ambition ; and their meafuHes of hof- ; 
tility and perfecution the will write in letters of 
blood. But this, perhaps, is hardly to be hoped for, | 
till time has worn away not only the principal aflors, 
on both fides of the ocean, but the principles alfo ■ 
which they broached and maintained in defence of 
their condudl. In the mean time, however, it 13 
neceflary to fliow the conlequences that have rcfult- 
ed to the Americans, from the final triumph of thofe 
who taught them to raife their arms againft the au- 
thority of that Soverefgn whom God had placed over 
thiem, and commanded them to obey. 

A corred opinion of thcfe confequences will be 
eafily formed from a perufal of the fa6ts, which are 
fo thickly fown through the followins; volumes ; but 
to render the ferics complete, it will be neceflary to 
take a view of the mod prominent political occur- 
rences in the United States, from the clofe of the 
rebellion to the year 1794. 

The definitive Treaty of Peace, by which his Bri- 
tannic Majefty granted independence to the Thirteen 
United States, was ligned in 1783, and was cele- 
brated with every demonltration of joy, in the month 



Thomas M'Kean, who was one of the delegates of Delaware^ 
has fince publicly declared, that he was ahfent when this paper waf 
figned, but that he gave it his hearty approbation, and therefore 
claimed equal honour with thofe who were fo happy as to be prefent* 

George Washington, who was one of the delegates from 
Virginia, was with ihe army. It would be very unjuff, l>owever, 
to withhold his fliarc of the honour, Thofe of his admirers in Eng- 
land, who are too modeft, or too timi^iy openly to applaud rebellionj, 
affedt to believe that Walhington was inifei^ied into the meafure of 
Independence, of which hc/ecretiy dif approved. AU his AmerUoM 
Jriendi reprefent this as an atrocious calumny / 

iJ 3 of 
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of Navcm1x:r^ in.tiiiat year. But it was foon^ per^ 
r(.ivc4 that this event, fo long looked, forward to* by 
tlio i)CO|ilc| wan far from reahzing their wifhes and< 
f Xpe^tatioiJH, Thoy had gained indepejodence, but 
lh«y had \oi\ their Governoient, wk^itB chi^ bl^- 
h}g^. doniriUe ciiiict, fccurity, and freedom. A re- 
fuTlidni wJjich, they had begun with the cry of 
•• Lihrh ami Pro^ertyy' had ended with depriving 
thoni of both. 

J'hc Oongrefi), as it then Aood^ was a machine. 

Mihfiirablv contrived for thedcftroying of fubordinar 

11(111, and the pillaging of property, but totally ina- 

ili M|uale to the taik of re eflablifhing the former,, or 

UAiWt'mff, the latter. During the war it rolled on, not 

#ifi|y uninterrupted by obflacles, but aided by the 

# //frirnon danger of its partifans, and by the nume- 

/<f#M* l<:*cal '* Committees of Safety/* which w«re 

infm^ all over the country, and which moft zeal- 

M^rty C^tycd it, in the double capacity of pioneers 

^tui itrjftfcaitioners. The war once ended, and the 

ttU/A o( tt^at war obtained ; the danger having 

f^'j^Cui, ;md the Committees of Safety having bcea 

/litMy^iid, the Congrefs became an ineflicient body ; 

j^f^^tm^i fkute having carefully retained its inde- 

p^^4^fcf4. ^ereignty, looked to its particular regula- 

ti/^Ai^, suid itb r<rparate interefls, which we often, not 

^ l!^ »lwfl^«, oppofed to the regulations and the in« 

lc;iid:b</ £il the other States. 

A jpfW <j( this total inefficiency of the old Con- 
ffidi^ was fumiftied in the condudl of the feveral 
]$it^U^ m^h reTpedt to the execution of the treaty of 
ijiciioe. 1 iU« delegated authority of the Congrefs ex- 
ta^XkMi (frref the State Governments no farther than 
/Lv fib^; i^iurgg of ** recomfju/iitafiotis in the form of 
i^^./ Accordingly the treaty ftipulated thus : 

^ Ait, 4. It IS agreed that the creditors on either 
t ifcall meet with no lawful impediment to the 

^* recovery 
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•* recov&ry of the full- valuer in flerling moaeyi, of 
" all bona fide debts heretofore contra<9tcd. 

** Att. J. Pt is agreed that Congrefs ihall mtneftly 
" recommend it to the Legiflatures of the refpe6i)ivc 
•* States,' to provide for the reftitution of all eftates^ 
'^^ rights, and properties, which have been €onfiicated> 
" belonging to real Britifli ftibjedts— and alfo of 
•^ the eftates', rights, and properties of pcrfons refi- 
•* dentin diftriAs in the poflcffion of his Majefty's 
*' arms, and who have not borne arms agaiaft the 
*^ United States ; and that perfons of any. other de- 
*^ fcription Aall have free liberty to go to any part or 
*^ parts of the Thirteen United States, and therein 
*^ to remain twelve months unmolefted \x\ their ei> 
*^ deavours to obtain the reflitution of fuch of their 
•* eftates, rights, and properties, as may have beea 
" confifcated ; and that- Congrefs (hall eamejily re-t 
" commend to the- feveral States a reconfideration and 
" revifion of all ails orlaws regarding the premifesi^ 
" fo as to render the faid laws or a6ls perfectly con-* 
" fiftent, not only with juftice and equity, but with 
" that fpirit of conciliation, which on the return of 
** the bleffings of peace ftiould univerfally prevail : 
" and that Congrefs Ihould eamejily recommend to 
*^ the feveral States, that the eftates, rights, and 
*^ properties to fuch laft-mentioned perfons ftiall be 
" reftored to them, they refunding to any perfons 
'^ who may be now in pofleflion, the bona fide 
" price (where any has been given) which fuch per- 
" fons may have paid on purchafing any of the faid 
" lands, rights, or properties, fince the confifca- 
'' tion. 

*' And it is agreed that all perfons who have any 
** intereft in confifcated lands, either by debts, mar- 
" riage fettlements, orotherwife, ftiall meet with no 
" lawful impediment in the profecution of their jufl: 
" rights. 

D 4 '' Art. 
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" Art. 6. That there (hall be no future confifca-' 
** tions made, nor any profecutions commenced 
^* againfi any perfon or pcrfons for or by realba of 
" the part which he or they may have taken in the 
** prefeut war; and that no perfon (hall on that ac- 
** count fufFcr any (iiture lofs or damage, either in 
" his perlbn, liberty, or property ; and that thofe 
^ who may be in con(inenaent on fuch c harges, at 
^* the time of the ratification of the treaty in Ame- 
** rica, (hall be immediately fet at liberty, and the 
" profecutions fo commenced l^ediH ontlnued.*' 

On the part o( the Britifh Government, the fiipii-. 
lation of the fourth article was extremely unwile. 
Thrit Government mutt have known nothing at all 
of the powers of the Congrefs, or of the dilpofition 
of the btate Governments, if it did not anticipate 
the manifold evils that have refulted tVom this fiipu- 
lation. But how could the Britilh Government 
imagine that the Congrefs had authority to engage 
fofitively in one article, and only condUionally in ano- 
ther ? Several of the States had inlcrpofcd '* lavj^ 
ful hnfedinunts'* to the recovery of debts conlracied 
before the war, with the loyal fubjccfts of his Ma- 
jefiy. This ,was well known, and it ought alio to 
have been known, that the Congrefs had no power 
to remove thofe impediments, any more than it bad 
to remove the impediments to the recovery of real 
property. The truth is, 'that this liipulation was 
occafioncd by thajull remonflrances of the BritiiTi 
merchants, whofe iniquitous debtors had, under the 
(an<Stion of the no lets iniquitous State laws, with- 
held payment, and who had extorted iVom Lorjd 
Shelburne a proraife, that this payment ihould be 

}>ofitively provided tor by the treaty. But one might 
lave expected to find, in a Statelman, in a Prime 
Minifler of Great Britain, fagacity enough to per- 
ceive, that the fulfil ment of fiich a promite was to 
Jay the foundation for endlcfsdifputes and animofity. 

This 
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This one Aipulation has done more injury to the po- 
litical interefts of Great Britain, with regard to Ame- 
rica, than all the other caufes of mifunderftanding 
put together. It was, and yet is (in 1801), the ap- 
ple of difcord between the two countries, and fuch 
it will remain till fome minifter ftiall have the good 
fenfe and rcfolution to put an end to its efFe^ls by a 
clear, fair, and final fettlenient. The Britifh credi- 
tors (hould be paid ; but, for the fake of two millions 
flerling, Great Britain and the United States of Ame- 
rica {hould not be kept in ti ftatc of continual difa- 
greement and hatred *. 

The Congrefe iffued its recommendations^ which 
were obfcrvcd, or not obferved, juft as tlie refpec- 
tive States found their intereft in the obfervancc, or 
in the non-oblervancc. In the State of Ncw-Yoik, 
for inftancc, it was not without great difficulty 
that the Legiflalure was prevented from fctling afide 
every ftipulation in favour of Great Britain. Adls 

* It is notorious, that one of the principal ohje^s of the inftiija- 
lors of, and leading actors in, the rebirllion, was to wipe of the dthts 
luhich theyo\%}edto tin mother-country. How foolifli wss it, then, to 
fuppofe that they would pay thole debts, after they hid fucceedcd 
in that rtbellion ! The treaty, like moft of our othet* treaties, ex- 
kibits a ftrange mixture of meannefs and prodi^^ality : with one 
hand we exJ^ort a promilTjry note for a couple of millions, and 
w?;h the other we throw away thirteen populous nnl fiourifliing 
Colonies. In the treaty of 179^, iitltead of recovering this falfc 
'ftep, we have gone a ftcp further in foMy. Still hankering after 
the two paltry millions, we have revived the old fcore, and, along 
wirh it, all t^ie animofity of the rebel war ; we have made thofe our 
decided enc-mies, who would have been nc !tral, at lead, with re- 
fpe^rlto us ; we have foftered every prejudice againft England, and 
every difpofition favourable to France. When the treaty of 1794 
arrived in America, men of fenfe lifted their hands arid eyes at our 
follv. A member of Congref?, fp-^akins; to me of ihe 6th article, 
faid, that, if Robefpierre had had todiftate, he could not have dic- 
tated any thing better calculated to ferve the caufc of France. Sec 
in vol. xii. an account of the proceedino;s of the Board of Commif- 
ioaers. 

were 
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is indeed recommendatorjr?; But the fixth is aapofi- 
tive as words can make it : ^ TAereJkuU be nefaJbuve . 
" confifcatioDS made, nor profecutions comracnced 
'^ againftany perfim or pcrfons, for or bjr reafoni oi' 
" the part which he or they may have tafcen^ in the 
'^ prefenit war, and no perfon fhali on thait account - 
" fuffer any future lofs or damage, either ia^hispec-^ 
" fon, liberty, or property/' 

" As to the reftoraiion oJCcoofifcated propertjr, 
which is thefubjedof the fifth article, tbcStatesinay: 
reflore, or not, as they think proper, becanfe Coogrefei 
engage only to recommend ^ but there is not a; word' 
about recommendaitiioni in the listth articlb. 

^ The found and: ingenivouis conilrudtioii' o£ tiiet 
two articles taken collecSbively^ is this r t^»t where the! 
pcoperty of any perfons, other than: thofe who have: 
been in armsagainft the United States^ had been ac«^ 
tually confiicated^ and themiblves profcribed-, thcw 
Congrefsare to recommend a melioration of efistes^ 
rights, and properties ; and with refpeft to thofe who 
had been in arms^ they are to recommend permif- 
fioa for them, to remain a twelvemonth in the coun- 
try, to folicit a like reftoraAion : but with refpe^ to 
all thole who were not in thi$ fituation, and who had 
not already been the objeds of confi feat ion and ba>- 
niftiment, they were to be abfolutely fecured froia 
all future injury to perfon, liberty, or property. 

" To fay that this exemption from pofitive injury, 
does not imply a right to live among us as citizens, 
is a pitiful fophiftry : it is to fay that the baniftiment ' 
of a perfon from his country, connexions, and re- 
fources (one of the greatcft punifhments that can be- 
fall a man), is no punifhment at all. 

" The meaning of the word lib^j^y has been con- 
tefled* Its true fenfe muft be the enjoyment of the 
common privileges of fubjedts^ under the fame Go- 
vernment. Thcre^is no middle line of juft conflruc- 
tioa between this fenfe and a mere exemption from 

1 perfonal 
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perfonal imprifonment I If the lafl were adopted^ 
the (lipulation would become nugatory ; and, by de- 
priving thofe who arc the fubjedls of it of the protec- 
tion of Government, it would amount to a virtual 
confifcation and banifliment ; for they could not have 
the benefit of the laws againfl thofe who ihould be 
aggrrflbrs. 

" Should it be faid that they may receive protection 
without being admitted to a full enjoyment of the 
privileges of citizens ; this muft be either a matter of 
right under the treaty,, or matter of grace in the Go- 
vernment. If the latter, the Government may re-- 
fufe it, and then the obje6lion prefents itfelf, that 
the treaty would by this conftrudlion be virtually de- 
feated ; if matter of right, then it follows that more 
is intended by the word liberty, thah a mere exemp- 
tion from imprifonment^ and where fhall the line be 
drawn — not a capricious and arbitrary line, but one 
warranted by rational and legal conftruflion ? 

" There is a very fimple and conclufive point of 
view in which this fubjedl may be placed. No citi- 
zen can be deprived of any right which the citizens 
in general are entitled' to j unlefs forfeited by fome of- 
fence. It has been feen that the regular and con ft i- 
tutional mode of afcertaining whether this forfeiture 
has been incurred, is by legal procefe, trial, and con- 
vidtion. Tliis ex vi termini fuppofes proiecution. 
Now, confiftent with the treaty, there can be no 
future profecution for any thing done on account of 
the war. Can we then do by adl of Legiflature, 
what the treaty difables us from doing by due courfe 
of law ? This would be to imitate the Roman Ge- 
neral, who having promifed Antiochus to refl:ore half 
his veflels, cdufed them to be fawed in two before 
their delivery ; or the Plataeae, who having promifed 
the Thebans io reftore their prifoners, had them 
firft put to death, and returned them dead. 

" Such 
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^^ Sueh fraudulent fubterfugcs arc juftly con- 
fidered more odious than an open and avowed vio- 
lation of treaty. 

** The uH pqffidetisj each party to hold what it pof- 
fejfes^ is the point from which nations fet out ia 
framing a treaty of peace ; if one fide gives up a part 
of its acquifitions, the other^fide renders an equiva- 
lent in fome other way. What is the equivalent 
given to Great Britain for all the important conceC- 
iions (he has made ? She has given up the capital of 
this State, and its large dependencies. She is to fur- 
render our immenfely valuable pofts on the frontier, 
and to yield to us a vaft tradl of weftern territory, 
with one half of the lakes, by which we fhall com- 
mand almoft the whole fur trade ; Ihe renounces to 
us her claim to the navigation of the Miffiffippi, and 
admits u^ a fhare in the fifheries, even on better 
terms than we formerly enjoyed it. As fhe was in 
pofleffion by right of war of all thefe objects, what* 
ever may have been our original pretenfioas to them, 
they are by the laws of nations to be con fidered as fo 
much given up on her part ; and what do we give in 
return ? We ftipulate that there fhall be no future 
injury to her adherents among us. How injignificanl 
ihe equivalent in comparifon with the acquifition * / A 
man of fenfe would be aftiamed to compare them : 
a man of honefty, not intoxicated with paflion, 
would blufh to lifp a queflion of the obligation to 
obferve the ftipulation on our part. 

" Suppofe Great Britain (hould be induced to re- 
fufe a further compliance with the treaty, in confe- 
quence of a breach of it on our part, what fituation 
fiiould we be in ? Can we renew the war to compel 
a compliance ? We know^ and all the world knows ^ it 

* The Englifli reader iliould pay grc^t attention to paflages like 

this. 

is 
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is oul of our power. Will thofe who have heretofore 
affifted us, take our part? Their affairs require 
peace as well as ours, and they will not thiivk them- > 
felves bound to undertake an unjuft war, to re- 
gain to us rights which we have forfeited by a 
childifh levity, and a wanton contempt of public 
faith*." 

NotwithftandtQg, 

* It 18, indeed, very true, that k was out of the power of 
America and her allies, to renew the conteft ; and it is not lei^ 
true, that it was out of their power to have continued the contefi. 
At the very moment when General Conwat^s [a General in- 
deed ! ] motion paiTed the Houie of Commons ; at the very mo- 
nient when his Majefty was thus compelled to lA upon the de^ 
fenjt'-je againft his rebel fubjedls ; at that moment, the army which 
Jay at New- Vork, placed under proper commanders, and two mil- 
lions of money, in honed hands, would have re»eftabli(bed his 
nuthority from Ncw-Hampfhirc to Georgia. 

Under the conviction of thefe truths, we angrily a(k, mjhy was 
peace made on fucb terms f It was unaccountable at the time ; bnt, 
latterly, fafts have leaked out, that, by little and little, ezpkihi the 
mydery. Doctor Priestley, in the fummer of I799» pub- 
Jiflied ten letters to his neighbours, the inhahitanfts of Northum- 
berland, in the State of Pennfylvania. Thefe Letters, which Mr* 
Johnson, of St. Paul's Churchyard, has taken good care nA 
to republifli, contain many precious confeflions, amongft which 
18 the following, which certainty throws great light on a very dark 
tranfadion : 

** From the commencement of the American war 1 wjbtdfmr the 
** independence of this country^ beingfirmly pcrfuadedtliat it wouU 
** be tor the real advantage of England, as well as of thefe States | 
^ and this is now, I believe, almoft univerfally aoknowlecfeed ta 
** be the cafe. I am equally well perfuaded that it would be for 
** the benefit of the people of England // do not fay for ibt ghrjf 
** of the Monarch) to have nothing to do with the dominion of 
** the Eafi or the Wefi Indies. I once mentioned this opinion \xw 
<' Sir -George Saville, adding, that it would have been much better" 
♦f for England never to have had the poffejjion of Gibraltar^ ami 
«* that it would be good policy to give it up. He faid that beheld 
<< often thought fo too, but that the opinion was fo 4inpefmUtt ihlt 
*^ he had not dared to avow it. 

*' The late Lord Chatham was fond of foreign pofleffions. He 
f* was much ag;ainft grantirg ahfolute independence -lo America, 
f* which he faid was the faired jewel in the crown of the Bridh 
4* Monarch ; and his opinion had for fome time great weight with 

«« the 



\ 



PROM 17*3 TO T794. fy 

Noiwitbftanding, however, that the Legiflaturc 

of N^y-York was prevented, by exqrtions like 

% thofe 

» ■ I I ■ , . ' . , 

^ the Marquis of Lansdown, then Lori» Shelburne. On this 
^> Dr« Pric£| who thought as I did on the fubje<^, agreed with 
** me to write our thoughts feparately on the fubje6V, and prefent 
** them to his Lordfliip. We did fo, and fome time after he told 
^* roe that he had (hown my paper to Lord Chatham, but that 
*^ he was much offended at it. Jit the condufion of the nx^ar^ honxh- 
** ever^ the Marquis made no difficulty of granting what he thought 
*** not only necejfaryy hut advantageous to his ^ountry^ of which 
♦* he ivas then Prime Minifier, Had he continued fo to this day, 
" bis Uheral and enlightened policy woutd have faved England, 
** and all Europe, the horrors of the prefent moft ruinous and im- 
** politic war." Letter V. p. 25, 

Here we have a peep behind the curtain. We fee the wires, and 
obfervc their motion. The femous patriot Whig» Sir Georoe 
Savillb, is here feen in a ftate of perfect nudity, and the influ- 
jsnce of the two Sectarian Priefts is fully expofed. Had the Doctor 
confinedhimfelf to the independence of the United States, com- 
mercial avarice and blindnefs might have joined in his opinion ; 
but, by makipg his principle general, by applying it to the Eafi 
^md Weft Indies^ he has, I imagine, deprived himfelfof all hope 
«f approbation, even from the city of London, whole regard for 
the ♦* glory of the Monarch^* is not much greater than his own.— 
The Doctor and his friends, frem lopping off the EajQ and Wefi 
•Jndies^ and Gibraltar^ would, doubtleis, go to Canada^ New* 
^rufi/kvickj and Nova Scotia^ taking Bermuda^ Newfounalandy and 
Other like excrefcences, in their way. Having finiflied their work 
at a diftance, they would come nearer home, where the^y would 
prune away y^f/fy, Guernfey^ znd Jllderney; where, failing round 
%t* George's Channel, they would chop off, en pajjant^ the iflands 
of Wight and Anglefea. The Wefiern IJlands^ would require 
"but a flight back-handed ftroke, from which they would, raife 
their axe to hew away Ireland ; and thus would they leave ub 
a nice, fnug, compact littl^ nation, entirely unenvied and almoft 
unknown. 

It is not true, that the jranting of the independence of America 
V^as ** an advantage to England.^* It was, on the contrary, the 
jreateft evil that ever befell her. It was the primary caufe of the 
prefent war, and of all the calamities which it has brought upon 
tugland and upon Europe. If England and the American States 
hadcoptinucd united, they would have prevented France from dif- 
turbing the peace of the world. That fatal meafure, though it 
bis not curtailed our commerce, has created a power who will be 
capable of aflifting France in any of her future projeifts againft us, 
aad whofe neutrality, when France recovcra her marine, muft be 

purchuied 
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thafe of Mr. Hamilton, from purfuinjj; their oppo«» 
jition to tbc treaty to the fall extent of the wifties of 
tlic Whigs, the treaty was violated in that State and 
in r>Jl the others. It was evaded by the moft bafe of 
fubtcrfiiges. Tlic loyalifts were profccnted and pctfi 
fecuted, and, in I'omc inftances, killed* : they were 
loaded wiih double taxrs, and numerous other 
Texatious impofitions,- and were, in fa6t, harafied 
full as mt!r-h, if not more, than thty would have 
bern if tlie Congrefa had entered into no ftiputation 
in tlu ir favour. 

Thet'e pro( ecdings did infinite injury to the nation 
in general, who were thereby exhibited to foreigners 
in the light of a people dtlHtutc of government, on 
whole engagements, of eourfe, no dependancc could 
l^ placed. Hence arofe an univerfal it agnation of 
trade and commerce, and all the difcontents with 
which fuch a Itagnation is ever accompanied. The 
morals of the people too were greatly relaxed, par- 
ticularly in regard to the payment of debts, and gc^ 
ncrally in all thofe tranfadlions which furnifli oppor- 
tunities for the ditplay of honefiy or of fraud. The 
Con<rrcfs and the State Governments had ict the 
example of confifcation and of paper- fwindling. 



purcfaafed by us at the expenfe, firft of commercial conceffions^ 
and, finally, bj mi)chmoie important facrifices. Inihort, it laid 
the foundation of the ruin of the Britith empiie, which can be 
prevented by nothing but a w^fdom and an energ}-, which have 
never yet marked{the councils of our Government, in itstrantaftyns 
with the American States. 

• Mr. Love, a loyal native of South Carolina, having retamcd 
to that State in the year 1784. wa^ taken up by a Jufticcof the 
Peace« and was brought to trial : he was difcharged upon modoa 
made in vi:tue of the treaty of peace. A gang of the Whigs, whom 
ludge Pnrkc (in his account of the mattc»'> defcribes as being 
** rfff€BAh}e for charaftcr and fcrvices/* ieiztd him after he was 
difcharged, mounted him upon a horfc, led bim to the ikirt of a 
wood, where they taftcned a rope round his neck, whidi they 
tied to the limb of a tree, and drove the horic from under him* 
S adi IS the juftice acd mercy of Whiggifin \ 

3 ^hick 
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"'^vhich'were become fo familiar, that good faith be- 
tween man and man, which is one of the great 
tleflings of fociety^ was almoft entirely annihilated. 
While the means of payment every where failed, 
the taxes increaied. People could riot help com- 
paring their prefent with their former lituation ; but, 
to fuffer them to look back, by no means fuited their 
xiew rulers, who, therefore, contrived to amufe 
tbem with promifcs of better times, and with flowery 
profpe<fts of the high deflinies of their country. The 
public diftrefs was, however, fo great, that it re- 
quired not a little art and induftry to prevent it from 
breaking out into aAs of violence. J like, as often- 
as I can, to appeal, for my fadls, to the parties them- 
felves ; in adherence to which plan I fhall here infer^ 
a few extracts from the writings of thofti who en- 
deavoured to put the beft face upon the matter. 

A Word i>f Confohthn for America — Thoughts on the 
frefent Tmes-^Not fo gloomy as generally fuMofed-^ 
Neceffity i^ftntargmg the Powers of Congre/s. 

My dear Friends, 
Why thofe four faces and gloomy countenances ? 
" Is there not a caufe ?'* you reply. " The taxes arc 
heavy, money is fcarce, the times diflreilin^, and 
likely to grow worfe.** Likely to grow better, if our 
own folly do not prevent it. There is no reafon for 
defpondency. Can't you look back a few years to 
the midft of the war, when you bore greater difireflea 
with patience and manly fortitude ? Whatfupported 
you then ? Hope to fee peace and fecure inde- 
pendence. And arc not your hopes realized ? Wc 
nave obtained a glorious peace, and fit quietly under 
our vines and fig*trees. Does this give you no fatif- 
fii£lion, and excite no gratitude to Heaven ? And do 
you fiiU murmur and complain ? 

<* But oh ! the imsaenfe public debt l" Not im- 
vot. X. s mcnij^ 
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menf^, hot greater than you had reafon to expect — 
a moderate price, which you would liave bid with- 
out hcfllating a moment ten years ago, for freedom 
Oom the hand of oppreflion and arbitrary power^ 
which forliadc you to call any thing your own *. 
Why are you cafl down when you have weathered 
the florm, and made your port ? You heed not fear 
to look the public debt full in the face : it Is not fo 
very formidable. The refources of America are fuf- 
ficicnt to cancel it foon enough. Don't expedl it to 
be done in a day, or a year. You are fhaking the 
burden from your fhouldcrs by degrees -j-. Great part 
of our certificates are already redeemed or burned 5 
and tlie rcfi will be confiantly reducing by taxefs and 
the fale of lands. The public lands are an amazing 
rcfourco, which will aflbrd us great relief. Wc fhall 
have hardy indufirious emigrants without number, to 
purchate and till the unappropriated lands, to increafe 
our nunufac^iurcs, and help to pa.r our pubKc debts. 
The path, my friends, to political felicity and 
f,ilvation is very phiin. *T is true we blundered 
ibmetimes in the war, but, bv the blclling of kind 
Providenv e, got through it. AVe have erred, greatly 
erred fince, by extravagant importations and cdn- 
Uimption of toreign guoils, a great jxirt of them 
mere gt"wg;iws and ne*. JIcls trumpery. This has 
taken aw.iv a good deal or' o:u mo:.v \\ which we 
how want to ca; ry on bviil:ie:s ;i:.i p.iy our taxes. 



* Tiv.i ;# o:v o:" li^.^^v t.'..:"t:'..\'^> \ii-uh i u:* bifn r? reared (o 
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^ Ti\K »x* t}\ e«\KrJ:!kn* J urjiy ot ».^Ak«>s; off :a- ^u-^n. What 
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We Arc fctiarting for this extravagancfe and foTIy; 
ind it fe beft we fliould feel the lafhes of this rod 
which we hive triidefor our backs, 'till it hath taught 
us the moft itriportant and neceflafy Icflbns of fru- 
gality and induftry. Bought wit is often beft, and 
abided longcft. However, the evils we fufFer by 
ibat crrtfr are working their own remedy. People 
iate tliftking a virtue of nec^fBty, They purchafe 
fewd^ fuperfluities t they increafe Uieif own manii- 
iadlufes, dnd are becoitiing more induflHous and 
ifrugal. My obfcrvatioh convinces me it is fo with 
znany^ and 1 hope and believe it will grow more ge- 
xieral. This, connedted with what our Legiflatures 
jcnufl', And I conceive will, foon do, cannot fail to 
give UB incr^aling relief and comfort. Meifures are 
taking, and I hope will be carried into full efFedt, 
to reviy* public credit, from various caufes funk 
low* This, dncc done, will, in i great meafure^ 
remove th6 difttefles we feel foif want of a more 
plentiful iftfcdium. 

Congrcfs itiuft be vefted with larger powers,' 
powers tb earry into efFedl their rcquifitions, ^nd 
fiilly to regulate commerce. That*power which is 
M efficient is really no power at all. The fair an- 
nual cleflion of members of Congrefs is a fufiicient 
guard agdinft the abufe of fuch power : they can 
have no intereft feparate from that of the people at 
large, as they yearly quit their feats and return into 
private life. When Congrefs have plenary power to 
fupport the national faitli and honour by wife mea- 
fnres, to do juflice to foreign and domcftic creditor^, 
to regulate trade without being countera6led by any 
partial adjuftmetits of particular States, then com- 
merce will flourifti, all nations will feek to trade 
^•ith us, we (hall have a ready market and a good 
price for whatever we have to part witli : articles 
for exportation will increafe rapidly ; naoney will be 
iargely imporlcd/ and will become plenty ; exor- 

£ 2 bitnnt 
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bitant ititcraft will lie at an end ; all branches of 
biirnicfii will be brlllcj lively^ and gainful ; taxes 
will grow Ids a§ the public debt diminiflies. 

You feel dull and ill-natured about the expenfes 
of Govtrntnent^ and the monies which arc, and 
iimft be railed^ to pay the civil lift; but, my friends, 
this would not put joQ out of temper if you had 
looked into the matler with any degree of precifion, 
and not taken your fentiinents from noiiy, envious^ 
and difappointcd pcrlbns: this will produce a tax 
hardly to be fclt wlien we have wiped off the public 
debt. You tliink public officers have too large pay. 
It IS poffible Ibnie of Ihcm may have, tliough the 
fafcty and rcpulalion of a people require that tho£e 
whole time and abilities are devoted to the public 
fervicc fhould be well lupported; otherwiie we fhall 
fuon lofc men of the bcfl abilities out of Govern* 
mcut ; and ihc |>olitioal inachtncj for want of better 
and llrongcr hands to move and guide it, will be- 
come ilow, weak, and irregular, in all its motions; 
but if you could prune and pare down the falariesof 
public ofHoer^ as low a^ any man hut a mere niggard 
could w ifht il would not (I tpcak from examina- 
tion and c^kulatiun) letreu tlie expeme more than 
threepence annuallv on the lingle poll in tliisand die 
other States, Anil can tlus^ ihen, be lb great a 
grievance ? 

Mod of the gmvnnccs vt^^hich make you murmur 
wiUl imly to lie examined with a candid honed 
heftrti and a luiall iharc of loilitude mud patience ; 
vour countenances would change^ mod you would 
Ik rcco%TreU (x%>m 1^^ of ipleen* You will find in- 
tinite advanti^ by adoptio|: the tbllo wing advice of 
«Q homll cbeertnl tcllaw-citixen : 

Ktcp ft |0od cxinu icmx and a peaoelul mind. 
Study no tncks or ichrmes to dk^rmiid any perfon, 
yMiir*ctrditiK> in |)i3irtkiilar. If yoa can*t anfwei 
tbek demands to toon a$ vou aod Ui^ ccmld ibifh^ 

let 
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kt them (ee that yon mean honeflly; and that you 
arc induftrious and frugal ; and you wiir find very 
few who will not treat you with tendernefs and for- 
bearance. And you that are creditors, be careful to 
fhow fuch a difoofition towards your debtors. Plead 
for juflice in Government towards the creditors of 
the public ; many of th^m ibfFer e^^tremely^ and 
will fujSer patiently, if they fee no fchemcs on foot 
defignisd to defraud them. Believe it a maxim of 
cvenafiing truth, that righteoufnefs ex^lteth a 
nation. You mufl fee, if you don't Ihut your eyes 
againft the fuUeft evidence, that Government luiv^ 
carried their tendernefs and concern towards debtors^ 
public and private, to a great length ; perhaps too 
fir in fome inftances. By this means the public 
debt is leflcning in the eafleft way that can coniift 
with honour and integrity in Gov^nn^ent Don't 
you pay many of your taxes by orders and public (e- 
curities^ which you obtain at forty, fifty, or fixty" 
per cent, diicount ? This difcount falls as real lo» 
fomewhere. Are you fo felfiih as to have no pity on 
thofe who fuftain it, among whom are many poor 
iblcfiers, widows, and orphans ? Will you murmur 
whpQ they are filent^ though you are eafed at their 
ezpenfe^ 

Lay your plan every year, to make fuch daily 
firings in your expenfes, and to gain fo much by 
rigorous exertions in the way of honefi induftry, 
9$ fliall enable you feafonably to pay your taxes. 
They who judicioufiy lay fuch plans, and keep them 
m tljcir eye, and endeavour every day and week to 
be ixf the executipn of them, will not fail, unlefs 
prevented by fopie fpecial providence; in which 
cafe, juftice' and l^umanity in their fellow-citizens 
will not fiiU to icc^re them indulgence or abate-p 
ments. 

Let every day bear the marks of the three follqwing 
political virtues^ always good, an# at prcfent indif- 
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penfably neceffary : indudry, frugality^ and economy. 
Thefe will perform wonders ; thefe will work out 
your falvation. • Are they painful and felf-dcnying } 
You will find them very little (6 when you have 
once entered heartily into the pradiicc of them } thej 
will rather improve than diminifh the health of your 
bodies, the peace of your minds, and every lauqabl^ 
enjoyment. Ye iarriiers, look over your lan^s, ^ndt^ 
fee what parts may be cultivated to more adyautagt^ 
how you can raife more grain and flax, keep iROr^ 
cows and fheep, fat more cattle, fell rpore beef iio^l 
pojpk, and other articles of produca. Study a^ipu} — 
ture ; carry it to the greateft perfection : it is tbc^ 
bafis of our wealthy of manufaftures, and of 4lU ' 
gainful commerce. Gentlemen and ladies, old and 
youngs look over your expcnfcs ^nd manqer p^ 
living. You will fhow the trued and moil r?put|)Vf 
patriotifm by retrenching fuperfiuities. C^ft ^Q ey^ 
back frequently upon the plain, cheapt 9Pd fru^ 
manner in which your worthy and piou$ ancefipj^ 
lived a century ago. Need we be afhanapdj in ^ik 
difficult day, to conform ipore to it tbap we (|q r 
Yea, would it not be to^ our honour ? Xion\ iBi;irT 
mur at, or envy thofe, yrho you fee arc abje tp nay 
their taxes feafonably, and at the fame time to uvc 
in what is called a more fafhionable fiyl^ t^ap you. 
Ferfedl equality, as to property, can n^ey^r ti^e 
place, even in the mod popular governsQenti|; cpyl^ 
it be brought about to-d^y, a IhoufaQjd^btPgSf 
which nothing but Omnipotence could ei$i;£t|,WQHl4 
be necelTary to continue it for a year, copfifimjiilT 
with the nafural rights and liberties of i^nqkin^ 
under any form of government which ^llpwf^ W 
fuch thing as private property. Some nlvays 4i<t 
and always will obtain more money thjap Otl)in]$i 
from numerous caufes too obvious to be menUpp^d* 
There is a greater equality in this country t^S),i^'iQi 
alnioft any othe%; and it may contipi^^ J| ip ]^ ij^t 
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our own fault : few freeholders need ceafc to be fo, 
unlefs by influence of pride, indolence, and luxurj\ 

Be jealous of your privileges; but let not your 
J0ifclouf]r i|^ow into ill-natured and groundlef^ fuf- 
piciqns. AUend not to the complaints and n^unnqr^ 
of fa&JQiis (|ifcoQtented perfons ; for fome fqch will 
bp fQun4 ip all communities. Seek the redref^ of 
Fe^l grievances, if any fuch you have, in a conDitii^ > 
tion^l way, and not by xnobs and riots ; by thefe you 
vvill ]olc more time, and money, and good temper, 
than c^n be compenfated by all their influence* Be 
Cjirefql nqt to anticipate, by an anxious apprehenfivc 
temper, troubles which may never come. Thofe beft 
CQnfnlt their own happinefs, as well as the good of 
Ibciety, who fludy to he quiet, and to attend to their 
own proper 4>ufinefs. Don't be uneafy at the conti- 
nu$ii]^ of public burdens, as if they could be re-* 
mpved in a day or a year : time and patience, with 
^ pvop^ Une^of condu<5l, will daily leflen them, till 
they be all done away. 

Tbc fentiments, the confolation, and the line of 
condud ei^prefled above, I have adopted, believing 
them to he didlated by reafon and the complexion of 
the times. I am no legiflator, hold no offlce under 
QQyermnent, nor ever Ihall. I have realized what 
many profefled a willingnefs to fubmit to at the be* 
ginnipg of the war — the lofs of near half the fmall 
property I had. I confider it as an hpnourable fa- 
crince to the caufe of liberty and of my country, and 
bear it patiently^ I am, and always expedl to be, 
in private and low life. 1 feel high fatisfaftion in 
the freedom and independence of America, and 
doubt not of its growing profperity and Welfare, if 
the condudt which I have flightly fuggeflied is, gone 
into by the people in general ; which is accordingly 
(ccQOimended with earneflncfs and aifedtion by 

An honest cheerful Citizen. 

E 4 On 
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On Redre/s of Grievances *. 

By fome lefolTcs of the difcontented people of tiiii 
State (Maflacbufetts), it appears that the tnie caufe 
of pablic grievances is mifiaken, and confeqaently 
the mode of redreis will be miftaken. It is lau^i^ 
able enough to hear the people gravely refolving, 
that the fitting of the General Court at Boficm is a 
grievance, when every body may recolle6t that about 
twelve years ago the removal of the L^flaturc to 
Cambridge was a grievance — an unconftitutional 
ftretdi of power, that threw the province into a 
bafile. A great change iince Hutchinfon's time! 
Bofion then was the only proper feat of the li^il^ 
lature. 

Lawyers, too, are fqucezed into the catalogue of 
grievances. Why, Sir. lawyers are a confequenoey 
not a caufe, of public evils. They grow out of tbe 
lazioeis, dilatorinefs in payment of debts, bieaebes 
of contrail, and other vices of the people — juft as 
muflirooms grow out of dunghills after a ihower— or 
as diftilleries fpring out of the tafte for New-£n^nd 
rum. The fober, induftrious, frugal Dutch in New* 
York, and the Quakers and Germans in Bennfyl- 
vahia, have no occafion for lawyers — a colledos' 
never calls upon them twice — and they feel no gric* 
vances. Before the war there was, in Orange county^ 
New- York, hut one aSian of debt tried ht eighteenjears. 
Ohaf^ people! happy times! nomevances^! 

Now^ 

• FublHhed in the State of Ma^acfaufetts, during tbe time of the 

f Tbit faa &viDg fdlen in mjr way, I fliall enable tbe reader 
to dmipare it' with anotber h&j contained in the fbllowiog article^ 
takm nom a New-York paper, cat? ed the Conuneittal Adrertiier 
(formerly the Msnerva) of tbe X3tb oi March, 1 798 : 

'* The following fbttement is given from tbe beft poffiUe calcu* 
^latjoo and regohrinformatiqD which can be obuined«aiKitboi^h 

• " • ** confidcrabl^ 
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N0W9 in my humble opinion, there are but twq 
efie^Uial methods of redreffing grievances ; one de« 

pends 

■ ' I ■■ ■■ ■■ ■ ■ I . ' (. ■' ■ - ■ ■■' ' * ■ ■ '■ I <■■ ' 

^oonfidcrably under*rated, will (bow that i^a amount pf doUart 

** aloxift incredible is annually bdftowed on the iawyen and ihe* 

f * riffs in the city of Ncw-Vork. 

ff Ayeraee fuits of law commenced b tl^e city of New- York boa^ 
f* tb^ third T^uefday in Noveniber, 1 797 (a (pace of fourtnontbs)^ 
^is'/wiphe th§'u/anii Jhi hundred, ^hc tenbinatio^ of wluc^ it 
>* pn>i3ortioned as follows:— >- 

f ^ Council fees, writy and fennce, average fix dols. fifty 
^* cents each . ^ - - . - - Si^ijp 

V [Two tenths fettled on fervice of the writ, or with- 
•* drawn by the plaintiff.] , 

^^ Three tenths continued to declaration^ and judgment 
f * confefied, average coft at menty-five dols. each - i^ii^j^t^ 

** Two tenths fettled after juagnient is ootained aqd en- 
" tered up, ditto forty do. ' - - '. - iop|009 

4« Tbreeten^sexecutipBferved,cofts,a^d poundage, will 
*' frequently amount to one hundred dbls. averagfi at 
^* fifty dols. calculate^ (wnilil fome have irom ten to 
^ twenty) for three executions to be lodged againft 
^ each imprifoded debtor^ or fuch who fettle without 
Vimprifonment .,'.'. ^ - - 187,^09 

** Annual diiiri^ut^cm ^ongft the Uwyers a^id flieriffs 

•* of New-York - - • • - - 477fS03 

^ One hundreid and fifty citizens of New-York on the 
^ average are impriibned for debt in the county jail 
V and elfewhere. Their fupport for one year, each 
•* per day feventy-five cents • ^ - - - 4o»9S9 

^ Ope third have families. Fifty families fupport for 

**dow do. two dols. fifty cents ... 45,625 

'* The annual lofs of property facrificed to prevent an 
** equal diftribution, excltifive of the lofs fuflained by 
^* the debtor's living deprived of attending his afJEairs, 
*' cannot be afcertained. For one year the lofs, only 
'*^9t about twenty individual infolv^nts, which akua^ 
*< devohfs on creditors^ is upwards 9f - * « 500,000 

Dollars i>54i,S75 

'^ Thus, before tbe^m^ry Orange comjty faw but one aftion of debt 

tried in eighteen years ; and, unce the war, the city and county o]f 

Mew-York (in the fame State) have feen upwards of twelve thou 

Jknd 2&ious of debt commenced in four mouths. The cijly ari- 

countyofNew- York are much more populous, and more conimerciad 

thai, 
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' peiiJs on the people as individosIs-Hmd t|i6 otbct 
on the fuprcme executive authority. • 

A» to the firft, let every perfon, whether farmer^ 
mechanic, law^xr^ or do6tor, provide a fcnall box (a 

fnatt box will be big enough), with a hole in the Itfl*^ 
When he receives a fhilfing, let him put fixpeiure 

' into the box, and ufe the other iixpence in providing 
for his family — not rum or feathers, but good b<^a 
^nd meat. Let thi^ box remain untouch^ until the 
coUedior ihall call ; then let it be opened, tbo tax 
paid, and the overplus of cafh may be expended oh 

' gauze, ribands, tea^ and New-!E^ngIand rpm. Let 
the box then be put into its place again, to rec€»ve 
pence for the next coUedVor. This method wilt 
redrcfs all grievances, without the trouble, noife, sin4 
expcnfe of town meetings, conventions, and mqbs. 

As to the other method, I can only iay, were 
I at the head of the executive authority 3^ I ihould 
foon put the queftion to a decifive ilfue. It fhpii^ld be 
determined, on the firft infurre^jtipQ, whether our 
lives and our properties ihall be fecure under the law 
and the confiitution of the State, or whether they 
ipuft depend on the mad refolve^ q^ illegal meietii^ga. 
lloncil men then would know whether they may 
reft in iafety at home, or whether they muii feek 
for tranquillity in fome diftant country. ^ 

Kn INny^TRIOUS ]^AN. 



TheDevilisin Yqu"^. 

That the political body, like the animal, is Kable 
to violent difeafes, which, ifor a time, baffle the heajmg 

thoQ Orange county; but, ^ tbis tuij^t, I dar^ fay tUcrc ^x» twp. 
d^QVJEind aaiona ot debt coj^^mencifd annuaUy v^ Orange cooijip^, 
where there was, before th|B wy^ 9v\y oo^ a^u?^ of th;« fvt ui^ 
in eighteen years. ^ \. , 

♦?A*iiflas*inBpflw . 

art. 
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18 a troth ivhidx we all acknowledge, and wbicii 
9lpi(): pf us laaaent, But as moil of the diforders in* 
jQident to the hviman frame are the confequence of 
an intemperate ^ndqlgence of its appetites, or of 
pegle<^ing the tnoft obvious means of fafety ; fo mofl: 
pf the popular tumults, which difturb Government, 
fiife from ^n abufe of its bleiriugs, or an inattentiou 
to its principles. A man of a robuft conPitution, 
^}ying on its ftrength, riots in gratifications which 
^&aikjcn i\\tjtamina vii/^ \ the furfeiting plcafures of 
^few.ye^n^ dcftroy the power of enjoyment, and the 
full-fed voluptuary feels a rapid tranfition t& the 
IPHesigre valetudinarian. Thus people who enjoy an 
yocommQp (hare pf political privileges, often carry 
iihei? freedom to licentioufnefs, and put it out of their 
power to enjoy fociety by defiroying its fupport, 
' yiofl nfuch health isa difeafe which often requires a very 
€^\^ regimen— /(c much liberty is the word fpecies pf 
(pr^f^ — ^^nd weahh may be accumulated to fuch a 
4egrpe as to impoverijh a State. Did al) men attempt 
to becoipae mailers, the mofl: of them would necef- 
Diriiy become flaves in the attempt ; and could evtry 
man Pi^ ^rth poiTefs milliops of joes, every num 
would hepoqrer than any man is now, and infinitely 
morq wretched, becaufe they could not procure the 
aepefl^ariesof lifq. 

My cQuntrymen, it is a common faying now, tias 
ihi 4^il if in you. I quefl^ion the influence of the 
deyil, however, in thefe affairs. Divines and poli- 
ticians agree in this, to father all evil upon the devil ; 
but the €ff<?6ls afcribed to this prince of evil fpirits, 
both in th^ moral and political world, I afcribe to 
the wickednefs anid ignorance of the human heart. 
Takit^g the word d^il in this fcnfe, he is m you and 
mmg yop in a variety of Ihapes. 

In thcfirft place, ihi& weaknefs of our Fedsrai Gq^ 

wmm^ if the^ devil. It prevents the adoption of anjr 

}Mi^^ requilitp fpr u<i as a cation ; it keeps 

' ' us 
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us from paying our boncft debts ; it alfo throws out 
of our power all the profits of coinrnercc : and this 
drains us of calli. Is not this the devil ? Yea, mt^ 
country men, an empty purfe is the dex^if, fl 

You fay you are jealous of your rights, and dam 
Dot trull Congrcfs. Well, that jealoury is an evil 
fpirit, and all ei-'il fpirits zre^nnls. So far the devil 
is in you. You a6l, in this particular, juft hke the 
crew of ^ fhip, who would not truft the helm with 
meo( their number, bccaufe he might foji^fy run her 
^Ihortj when, by leaving her without a pilot, they 
were cerfain of fhipwreck, You adi jufl: like men, 
who, in raifing a building, would not have a maflar 
workman, becaufe h^ ^^yr^^ S*^'*^ ^^^ wrong orders. 
Y'ou will be mailers you delves — and as you are Bot^ 
atl ready to lift at the fame time, one labours at 4l 
(lick of timber, then another, then a third^ — ^yoa 
are then vexed that it is not raifed^^ — ^why, let a inafter 
order thirteen of you tq take hold together, and you 
will lift it at once. Every family has a ma^er (or a 
mlflrtfs^—\ beg the ladies' pardon). When a fhip or 
a houleis to be built, there is a mafler — when high- 
ways are repairing, there is a mafler-^every HttlcM 
fcbool has a mafier — the continent is a great fchoo^l 
— the boys arc numerous, and full of roguifh tricks 
— and tliere is no imtfttr. The boys in this great^ 
fchool play truant, and there is no perfon to chalHfe™ 
them* Do you think, my countrymen, that Amc- 
riea is more eafily governed than a fchool ? You^ 
do very well in final 1 matters ; extend your reafon taJ 
great ones. Would you not laugh at a farmer whaJ 
would fafien a threc-inch cable to a plough, and ydtl 
attempt to draw a houle with a cobweb ? *' And Na-| 
tlian faidunto Etevid, Thnuart the man^^ You think | 
a mafter neceflary to govern a few harralefs children 
in a fchool or tlimily, yet leave thoufands of great 
rogues to be governed hy gooti aJvice* Believe me, fl 
n>y friends— lor I am fenoifs-^you lo/e righis^ becaufe . 
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you w3I Dot give your magiftrates authority to proteEl 
them. Your liberty is defpotifm, becaufe it has no 
oontrol-— your power is nothing, becaufe it is not 
United. 

But further, luxury rages among you-^^and luxury 
is the devil. . The war fent this evil demon to impo* 
veriih people, and embarrafs the public. The arti-> 
cl^ of rum and tea alone, which are drank in this 
country, would pay all its taxes. But when we add 
fugar, coffee^ gauzes, lilks, feathers, and the whole 
lift of baubles and trinkets, what an enormous ex* 
penfe ! No wonder you want paper currency. My 
countrymen are all grown very tafty ! Feathers and 
jordans muft all be imported. Certainly, gentlemen, 
ihc devil y^ among you. A Hampihireman, who 
drinks forty (hillings worth of rum in a year> and 
never thinks of the expenie, will raife a mob to rt* 
duce the Governor*s falary *, which does not amount 
to three-pence per man per annum. Is not this the 
devil ? 

My countrymen, an induftrious man -f* not long 
ago informed you how to redrefs grievances. He 
gives excellent advice. Let every man make a little 
box, and put into it four-pence per day. This in a 
year will amount to fix pounds one (hilling and eight 
pence — z fum fufficient to pay any poor man's tax. 
Any man can fpare three or four, pence per day-^but 
a poor man would find it difficult and hard)ypo(fible, 
at the end of the year, to pay fix pounds. Take my 
advice every man of you, and you will hardly feel 
your txes. 

But further, a tender law is the devil. When I 
tmft a man a fum of money, I expert he will returo 



* Among the grievances enumerated by the different CoQveti^ 
dons in Maflachufetcs, was the Governor's falaiy, which is onijr 
hoc/, per annum. 

f See the preceding letter^ 

th« 



6a ' SUMMAtlY VIEW 

the value. That Legiflature which iayi my 'Ashidif 
may pay mc with one third of the value he rfeceivtd, 
commits a deliberate a6V of villany — an a6t /oi? 
which an individual in any Government would h6 
honoured with a whipping^poA, and in mod Gk)Vem* 
ments with a gallows. When a man makes d^Hars^ 
of which oncL third part only is filver, hetnuft lofe 
hit ears, &c. But Lcgiflatured cati, with the fideitltf 
fiice of rulers land guardians of jaAice, boldly gitef 
currency to an adulterated coin, enjoin it uponi 
debtors to cheat their creditors, and tmtottt theit 
fyftematic knavery with penalties. The diffbrencd 
between the man who makes and paiTes counterfeit 
money, and the man who tenders his creditor One 
third of the value of the debt, ^nd demands a di(^ 
charge, is the fame as between a thief and arobber^ 
The firft cheats his neighbour in the dark, and takes 
his property without his koowled^. Tlic latter 
boldly meets him at noon day, (elb him be is a raiV 
caU and demands his purl'c. 

My countrymen, the tfrvil is among you. Make 
paper as much as you plirato. Make it a tender in 
«U fktmrf contracts, or let it rolt on its own credit — 
but remember that pijjl contracis are lacred things-^ 
and tlat L^flatures have no right to iMerfere with 
them« they have no right t6 lay a debt ihall be paid 
at a dillWnt, or in any manner which tlie paitiea 
never intendwi* It is the buii;iefe of juiticc to iiilfit 
the intention oi' parlies in contracts — not to defdit 
them^ To pay h^f^fi^U contrao^s tor calh, in p*per. 
iM little value, or in old honVs. wor.Kibea dilhonefl: 
attt^mv^ in an individual : bm lurLc^^iiTaturrstoliratDc 
laws to fuT>porr and enoonragc t\:ch detelbibic viU 
kny* i^Ukts^ a J*,kJ^ who rtun»Ui inicribe the arms 
of a Tv>^T^K' ov?^r iJk^ leat of jv:! vt^, or a tlerg^riDan 
who Ihoulv! oc^r^vtrrt into ba\vviy-;*oute$j the temples 
ot' Jchv>v«lK My coui::r>aKU, (;ic world lays, tie 
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^J^il is in you — toatikind detcft you as thfcy would a 
2:1 eft of robbers* 

Butlaftly, mobs and couventions are devils. Good 

amen love law and legal meafures. Knaves only fear 

la.w, and try to deftrby it. My countrymen, if aeon- 

'£k itutional legiflature cannot redrefs a grievance, a 

xxsob never can.. Laws are the fecurity of life and 

p^ropcrty^ — aay, what is mofe, of liberty. The man 

who encburages a mob to prevent the operation of 

la.w, ceafes to be free or fafe ; for the fame principle 

vwrliich leads a ttian to^put a bayonet to the breafibf a 

Judges will lead him to take property where he can 

find it : and when the Jud^ dare not a£t, wliere is 

the lofer's ffelttedy? Alas! my frifends, tb6 liiucli 

liberty is ti6 liberty at ^11. Give me any thing but 

mob^; fotmobs are the devH in Us ^uoorji Jfiaj^e.. \ 

would (hoot the leader of a rabb, fboner than a mid^ 

night hi'ffian. People thay hive ^rle Vancfes perhaps, 

andnb iftan would feore readily hold up his hand to 

redrtfs th^m than myfelf : btit mobs febel againft 

laws of their own : and rebellion is a crime which 

addiitsof no palliatibn. 

My countrymen, J iarii a prlv^ate peaceable fnaii. 
I have no bfficfe of any kind. I hav6 nothing to win 
or to lofe by the gattie of paper currency : but I re- 
vere jufticd. I would fobner pick o^kum all the days 
of my life, than ftain my teputation, or pay a ere* 
ditor one farthing lefs than his Iibneft demands. 

While you attempt to trade to advantage^ 
without a head to cariibirie all the States into fy Hem- 
atic, uiiifbrtn meafnres, th6 world will laugh at you 
for foots. While merchants take and give credit, the 
^'orld will call them idiots, and laugh at their ruin. 
White farmers get credit, borrow money, and mort- 
gage (Tieir farms, llie world will call them fools, and 
Jaugh at their .embarraflment. While all men liv^ 
beyond their incomes^ and are hafafled by duns and 
ihcriffs, no man will pity them, or give tliem relief. ' 

Bu 
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But when mobs and conventions oppofe the Courts o! 
Jufticc, and LegiJ/jtures niate p^per and old hmjes d 
iigal imdif In all cafes ^ the world will exclaim with 
one voke^ Iti are rogues ^ and ike devil is in you I 

Tom Thoughtfitl. 



An hifdlUhte Cure for hard Times. 

I. Calculate your iocofne, and be furc you do not 
let your expcnfcs be quite forauch: lay by fome for 
a rainy day • 

2* Never follow fafhions, but let the falhions fol- 
low you — that is, dired your bufinefs and expenfes 
by your own judgment, not by the cuftom of 
fools, who fpend more than their income. 

3. Never liflen to the tales of complainers, who 
fpend their breath in crying ** Hard times !" and do 
nothing to mend them. 

4» It is a truth, which all men ought to know and 
ifeatizc, that every man (thofc only excepted, who 
^re not able to fupport themfelves in any commu- 
nity) may live witliin his income, and thereby pre- 
iervc his independence. If a man is poor, his taxes 
are fmall, unlets he holds an eftate which he cannot 
pay for. In fuch cafe, he does not own it, and there- 
foreoughtto let the owner take it- 

Indullry and economy will for ever triumph over 
hard times^ and dilappoint poverty. Therefore, the 
general cry, that we cannot pay the taxes and live, is 
abfoljitely falie. 

It is true, we feel, and we ought \o feel, fome dif- 
ficulties In paying for the glorious prize, independ* 
cnce. The taxes will be only temporary — but the 
prize immortal. And he is unworthy of freedom, 
who repines at paying his money, when fo many 
patriots and heroes have laid down their lives to pur- 
chafe it for their country, 

I ^all conclude with an extra<5l from a fermon 
preached by a found divine :— 

** The 
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*^ The. fcarcity of money i& the only thing that' 

^* will iavc this people; This dlone can produce 

^* irtdiillry and economy, without which no people 

" can be virtuous and happy. This is an univerfal 

** truth, applicable to all people in every country. 

** Tt is iiripoflible to be happy without induftry, eco- 

** nomyi and virtue : and as experience evinces that 

** thtefe are produced by what we call hard times, or 

** the fcarcity bf money, we ought certainly to be 

** thankful when we lee the qaufes of public happU 

*' nefs operating. Therefoi^e, let this circumfta nee 

'* excite in us gratitud'e to a kirid Providence, for 

** conneifting future profperity withprefent fcarcity, 

*' and fo ordering caufes and events, that good fhall 

** come out of evil, neceffity produce refornaationj 

•** aiid hard times, good times/' 

To the good 'People of America. 
Arid really a good fort of people ye are when ye 

are pl'eafed. The talk is not difficult to bring ye 

into gdbd hurhour neither \ -but I defy all the artifts 

upon earth to keep you fo; 

. Ye love to find f^ult^— n^y, to make faults : and; 

if you cannot qiiatrel with your neighbours, you will 

fallout with-yourfelves ; like thb greyhound who 

ttfcd to grow angry at his own tail: 

"You may fay, that I am guilty of injuftice ; and 
ihat ycare affable, humane^ friendly, charitable; 
focial; fweet-tempefcd, fclf-denyi-ng beings. , If 
every perfon was tb dritw his own pidlure, the pen 
and ink portrait would appear fo % but to nie, who 
have looked upon life for above twenty years, as an 
uncohcw-ned fpe(51ator o^, all the fantafticahlefs with 
tvbich mankind have fatigued themfelves— to me ye 
appear folfifli, flubhorn, querulous, conceited, dif- 
c();)tcnted exiflcnCc^s— and ever enjoy more thati ye 
dcfcrve-s— yet arc daily wilriing for more enjoyments, 
and do lets and Itfs to dcfcrvc them. 

VOL. I* . F Lad 
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Laft week I called on an old acquaintance ; hk 
lady told me^ her fpoofe was difturbed and diforderad 
at fomethingy (he could not tell what ; and that fhe 
wf8 happy at my calling, becaufe (he hoped I wouM 
get him into fpirits again. 

I went to him into bis lludy ; there he fat, difeonl 
tented as an undone gameiler. I took htm by tli^ 
hand, and inquired if he was ill. — " What, then. 
Sir, can you be uneafy about ?** — '• Sec, there. Sir,** 
my friend replied, railing his voice, and at the fame 
time pulling fome printed papers out of his pocket : 
** There, Sir, read there ! There is the Gazette, and 
the Journal, and the Herald, and the Mercury, and 
iht Chronicle — who can enjoy himfeif, when he reads 
fuch terrible accounts as they give us, not only of the 
Government, but alfo of the people ? Mercy upon 
us ! but we are a bough zxiA/old nation*/' 

From thde little efiays, written upon the fpot, and 
coming from perfoos engaged in the bufy iicene, and 
deeply interefied in every material occurrence, a 
corre^ judgment may be formed of the temper of the 
times, and of the multitude of mifchiefs that had aU 
ready refolted from the rsbeliion, though that rebels 
lion had triumphed. Were it my wifli to fhow the 
pi(^)ure in its mod horrid light, I (hould quote the 
eomplu'mis of the people ; but it has been my conflant 
fiudy to leave no room for a charge of mifreprefenta*- 
tion to be made againfi me, and therefore have I 
cited, as my evidences, the Whigs themfelves. 

la fpite, however, of all thefe quieting effiirta of 
the leading Whigs, the difcontents of the people in* 
created with the increafe of their dillrcfles and their 
taxes* Riots and revolts broke out in feveral of the 
States. In (hat of MaiTachufetts, the very State 

« If ever a ttat kiftoiy of the American rebellkMi flioold be 
piihiiQiecU k vili appear ckat die old Gcntka^an icas mm nmy 
^sJf */ tie jm^k. 

where 
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ti^liere the t^ebelUoD was hatched, and where the 
fwocd was firft drawn, tbcfe diTcontents broke out 
into open infurredbioo. A considerable number of the 
loglconteuts aiTembledand put themfelves under th^ 
oomcnand of a leader named Shay, who had himielf 
fenred m the rebel armv. . A body of troops were 
majxilied again ft the iniutgents, who were, though 
mot wilh(Hit ihmc difBcultyy reduced to fuboitifion. 

TWe saakonteots did not fail to employ againft 

their new rul^^ the lame arguments which tbele 

Iruler9 bad employed to feduce them firom their alle* 

gianoe ; and^ in fome inftances, they borrowed the 

iftVediTes and the falfehoods which had been ufed 

with fo mudi fuccefs againft the Kin^ and his Go* 

▼anment. " What," faid the jilartifans of Shat, 

" {hall we^ who have ihed our blood in ihak^ng off 

*^ the tyraony of Britain, now fubmit to a tyranny 

" tea thou&nd times more odious and oppreilive, 

*^ without enjoying any of the quiet and protedlioa 

" which our former tyrant yieWcd us ? The paper 

** whidi the Congrefs publifhed to the world, in 

^Vjuftification of their demand of independence ; 

^ that memorable paper contained a declaration of 

" the principles of the Congrefs, and an cnumera- 

" tion of the grievances of the people. Let us re- 

^' cite them here, compare them with the praflicc of 

" ourprefent rulers, and with our prcfent grievances. 

** We hold thefe truths to be felf-evidcrtt, that all 
*• men arc created equal ; that they are endowed by 
** their Creator with certain unalienable rights, 
** amongft which are life, liberty, and thepurfuitof 
«•* happincfs. Thattofecure thefe rights, govcmmentf 
^' are iofticuted amongft nnen, deriving their jyft 
*• powers from the content of the governed; that 
•* whenever any form of govern n[)ent becomes dcftruc- 
"' tivc of thefe ends, it is the right of the people to 
•* alter and abolifli it,, and to inftitutc a new govem- 
*• ment. •' 

" Thefe, then, are the principle, to fupport which 

^ we drew the fword ^gain&msc former fovcreign. 

p 2 " This 
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" This was the condition, on wliich we Hazarded 
** our all. In fulfilling our part of the compa6t 
^* we have loft our time, our property; many of U9 
^' our health and our limbs, and the lives of friends 
** and relations the moft dear to us. But how have 
*' the Congrefs and other men in power fulfilled 
** their part of this compaft ? Inftead of becoming 
** all eqtuilf is not the inequality greater than ev^ J 
** Have not our rulers fattened oii the war, while it 
** has reduced us to a ftate of fl:arvation and rags ? 
" In one fhort and comprehenfive defcription, are wt 
*' Hot become a nation of grandees, and of beggars ? 
• ^* We were told that amongft our unalienabU; 
** rights, were ^ life, liberty y and the furfwt ofhappir 
** nefs.^ Our lives have not, indeed, been taken from 
^^ us ; our fouls have not, as yet^ been alienated 
** from our bodies ; but every comfort of life has been 
** alienated. We have no liberty but the liberty of 
^* choofing the means of putting an end to our mife- 
•** ries ; and we cannot efleem it a very great favour 
** .to have our choice between a rope and a knife. 
*^ The • purfuit of happinefs is a bleffing, which, we 
>^ muft confefs, we enjoy in its fulleft extent ; for, if 
" we may judge from our prefent profpefts, it is a 
^* purfuit that will end but with our lives. 

** The remedy has been pointed out by the very 

." perfons, of whofe condudl we now complain. 

" * Whenever,' fays the Declaration, * any form of 

•'* government becomes de(tru6livc of thefe ends, 

*^ \\ is the right of the people to alter and abo-? ' 

" LisH it/ We wifh not to go fo far^ We wifli 

•" not to abolifh, nor do we wifh to alier thcGovern- 

" ment ; but wo wilh that Government tOv redreft 

*^ our grievancc3, which we can bcft recite by a com- 

" parifon Ixitvveen them and thofe grievances which 

" are i^i forth ''in the Declaration of Independence. 

';^ , i. *^ fk'- (the fcog) Vhas refiifed his aflent to -laws, 
" the moft.>vholcfoiiie and flecelTary for the public 
" good.'*' 

** And 
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'-'* And fo have our new rulers. Nay, they have 

^* not only refufed, and do ftill refufe to pafs laws, 

^i the mod wholefome and rteceflary for the public 

*' good, but they have pafled other laws, deflruc- 

*^ ,tive of the public good ; which laws they keep 

** in full force againft the will and the repeated 

** complaints of the people. 

2. ** He has made Judges dependant on hi$ will alone, 
'< for th^ tenure of their oilicts, and the amount and 
** payment of their falaries.*' 

" Not only are Judges at prefent dependant in 

^^ many cafes on the will of the Congrefs and State 

" Legiflatures, but thefe bodies have themfclves 

" ufurped the ofEce of Judges, and have, and do 

■** flill, exerci/e ihefunilioris of both Judges and Jurors. 

,3. " He has erefted a multitude of new offices, and 
^^ fent hither fwarms of officers to harafs our people, 
'f and eat out their fubftance." 

" Since the ifluing of this Declaration, offices 

." have in^reaied in number a hundred-fold ; we are 

.*' harafled from the rifing to the going down of the 

" fun ; officers of all denominatipns and degrees 

." fwarm about us as thick as the locufts of Egypt, 

" and it matters little to U3 whether they come irom 

" a foreign country, or creep out of our native earth. 

** That they eat up our fubflance, we have but too 

*^ dear a proof in the mifery th^t univer^lly prevails, 

*^ where peace and pjeqty formerly as i^niverfally 

'* rclided. Once we were like lambs living ifi a paf- 

" tare, where we could balk, and feed atone and the 

^ fame time; now ^e are like dogs fnarling and 

" fighting for the bones that come from the tables of 

^ our mafier. 

4. f* He has quartered large Indies pf armed troops 
** among^ us. He has rendered the niiJitary inde- 
** pendent of, and fuperior to, the civil power." 

" Thofe who rule us at prefent have no other 

*! power but the military,: ^hereby they hold us in 

p 3 'Viiibjciflion 
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" fnhjeAioTi to their will ; aod, to add to our motii 

" fixation and difgracc on this fcorc, th^y coinpd 

*' one part of the eommumly to bear aims ag; 

" the olher 

f . *' He has mt oW our txaile mxh til ptits ei 
« world." 

** Wc fcarccly know what the King did in ihti 
*' TtfptS I but this wc know, that, before the war, 
" our fea* ports were in a flourifliing condition, an<" 
•* tliat they arc now as deflitute of commerce 
*■ our pockets arc of money, Wc have no trade, 

^*' no credit, and have no hope that either will retail 
** to our unfortunate country, 
6. ** He bas aboli(he<l Ihe fnt fyflcm of Eftgiifi h 
* ** m Canada.. He has taken away our own charter 

H ** and altered fundameiitaily the fanm of our Go- 

*' It was, pcrbaps, no great matter to us what 
I '* was done in Canada ; and we are forry, that, as 
•* the abolifhing of ' the f res fyftem of Efigiijh laws* 
** ikere was fo great an evil, it was imitated here. If 
** the King did wrong in altering * fundamentally 
** the forms of our GoTcrument/ why are not thofc 
** forms reftQfed^ inftcad of being completely anni- 
*• hilated ? 

" Wc marvel, that in this Declaration, which was 

** intended to proclaim to the world all the grievances 

that urged us to take up arms, the Congreft took 

no notice of the unjuft and oppreflivc taxes that 

'* were attempted to be forced on us, and which, 

*' in our fimple judgment, were the chief caufe of 

** refiftancc. Oar rulers acfted wifely. They fore- 

'* favv, perhaps, that they themfelves Ihould fooa 

** load us witn taxes, compared to which, the duty 

" on flamps and on tea would appear as a feather in 

*' the balance J they doubtlefs forefaw, that, after 

" fcvaa years of toil, danger, devaftation, and 

" blopdfhed, we fhould be compelled to pay taxes 

% *' ten 
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^ ten times heavier than the Britifli Parliament even 
'* wiflied to im^pofe on us. What burdens that un- 
** juft aiiembly might have had in contemplatipn^ it 
** is impoilible for us to iay ; but, if their rapacity 
^ could have invented modes of extortion more op- 
^ preflive and arbitrary than thofe which are novr 
^ pra Ailed on us, they furpafs in ingenuity and 
** cruelty any fet of tyrants we have ever heard of, 
^' not excepting the Spanifh Inquifition, or the Turk* 
^* i/h Divan. 

^< It being thenclearly ftated in the Declaration of 
^ Independence, that, * Whenever any form of go* 
•* vcrnment becomes defirudtive of /i/J?, liberty^ and 
** ihe purfuif of happinefs^ the people have a right to 
^^ aber and abohjh it ;* and it being no le(s clear, that 
^' the form of government which we now have, has 
•* been, and yet is, deftruflive of all three,*it natu* 
^^ rally follows, as a fair and evident deduction, that 
'' we, the people^ have a right immediately to alter 
*^ and abolifh the Government, under which we are 
** fpinning out a mifcrable exiftence. Yet we wilh 
" not to proceed harflily or haftily ; w^ aik for a r#- 
** drefs of our grievances \ and this we are refolved to 
** obtain, or perilh in the attempt/* 

Such were the fentiments of the people at large ; 
for though the infurredlion at Maflachufetts was 
not very formidable, the fpiiit that gave rife to it 
was far from being confined to a few breafis. — 
But the prei^ was in a ftate of fuch abjedl ilavery, 
and the power both civil and military was ib com* 
plctely vefled in the leading Whigs, who took 
care to accufe of Toryifm every one who dared to 
rcfift, or even to complain, that refinance was 
overawed, and complaint was ftifled. 

It was evident, however, that this ftate of things 
could not be of long duration. A fyftem of terror 
may fubducj, for a while ; but finally, it is fure to 
produce the deftrudionof thofe who feck for prpt^- 

F 4 tion 
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tion firom It. Such a fyftem has in France ^lipcadjr 
fwept oflf four foceeffive fets of tyrants^ and it will 
fwecp oflf the prefent tyrant (Bonaparte), and every 
other that ihall have the folly to purine it. 

The leading American Whigs (I fpeak >vith fomc 
exceptions) were full a^ tyrannical in their difpoii- 
tipns, and rapacious in their wifhes, as any of thci 
French ufurpers, Robefpierre and Bopapartc not 
excepted ; but being more cunning, they h^d thei 
prudence to relax before it was too late. Therefore, 
to preferve their povyer, to prevent the people from 
returning to their allegiance, and at the fame time 
to fodcn their lot, they found it neceflary to have 
recourfe to a new confederation, and to form a new' 
General Government, approaching as near as they 
could venture to bring it to the Government pf Great 
Britain. Sqrae of thefe leading Whigs were, in this 
inflance, certainly adluated by a pure love for their 
country. Others, and a far greater part of the 
yrhole, faw in the meafure a new field for the gra^ 
tification of their vanity and felfilhnefs. All the 
Tories who remained in the States, and who ftill 
formed a vaft majority o/ the peaqeable, induftrious, 
honeft, fober, and wealthy inhabitants, cordially 
gave it their poncurrence. Indeed good men of all 
parties and claiTes fighed for an efficent Goyernment 
of fome Ibrt or other. They were tired of living 
without law and juftice, without peace and Security ; 
pnd, perhaps, the circumftance of the old Congrefe 
being flained with the name of rebel, a name which 
even rebels diflike, had no trifling ftiare in produ- 
cing tlie unanimity \5rith which it was decried, and 
finally exploded. ^^, 

But to perfuade the ignorant multitude to agree to 
the adoption of ^.Jirong Government, was no eafy 
piatter ; and he leading Whigs themfelves felt grea t 
reludance toadopt what might be called an imita- 
tion of a Government, which they had, though 
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Cilfely and malicioufly, accufed of every vice that 
can pofiibly be afcribed to any human inflitution. 
To do fomethiiig wasS, J^owcver, ahlbUitcly ncceC' 
fary ; and they accordingly l^egan their operations, 
which they condudled with gjpat caution, and with 
greater lijccefs than they could ppffibly hope, fon . 

They, as was their cuftoni in all extraordinary 
Citnergencips, had rccourle to a general and iyflem- 
atic ufe of the preis. It is truly curious to obfcrvc 
t^ cljangp \yhich their language now aflTiimed. I 
()uote that of Dr. Benjamin Rulh, as a fpecimcn ; 
the paflage is taken from an Effay which he pub- 
liflied, 1787, with a view to aid in bringing about 
the propofed change. 

** The confederation, together with mpft of our 

V State Conftitutjons, were formed under very un* 
*^ favourable circumltances. We had jufl eaierged 

V (roffi a corrupted monarchy. Although we under- 
*' ftoodpcrfedily the principles of liberty, yet moft 
" of us. were ignorant of the forms and cprnbina- 
" tions of power in republics. Add to this, the 
'^ Britifh army, was in the heart of our country, 
'* fpreading defplation wherever it went : our re- 
*^ fcntments, ofcqurfe, were awakened, • We de- 
" tefted thcBritilh name ; and unfortunately refufed 
^* to copy fome things in the adminiftration of juf- 
*^ ticeand power, in the Brilifh Government, w/uch 
f^ have made it the adoration atjtd etivy of the vjorld* 
'^ In our oppolition to monarchy, we forgot that 
f* the temple of tyranny has two doors. We bolted 
*' one of them by proper rellraints ; but we left. the 
" other open, by negleding to guard againft the 
fVcfFeds of oiir own ignorance and licentioufnefs. 

" It is often faid, that * the fovereign and all 
^' other power is feated in the people.' This idea is 
.** unhappily exprefled. It (hould be — ' all power 
^^ is derived /fom the people.' They polVcfs it 
J{ onl^ on the days of their elecSlions, ^fter this it 
, "^ ' ■ " ■ ■ '^ is 
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^* is ihe property of their rulers ; nor can thcjr cxcr- 
*^ ciie or refume it, unlefs it be abuied. It is of im- 
^^ porta nee to circulate this idea, as it leads to order 
** and good government. 

** The people of America hare mifiaken the 
** meaning of the ^* or A Jovereignty : hence 4ach State 
** pretends to btfovereign. In Europe, it is applied 
♦* only to thofe States which poffefs the power of 
** making war and peace — of forming treaties, and 
** the like. As this power belongs only to Congrefi, 
<^ they are the ovi\y /overeign power in the Uahfd 
•• States. 

** We commit aiimilarmiffake in our ideas of the 
•^ word independent. No individual State, as fuch, 
♦♦ has any claim to indepeiKknce. She is inde* 
«• pcndeht only in a union with her lifter States in 
•• Congrefs.'* 

By paltry fubterfuges like thefe did thrs man, and 
fcveral others, who, like him, t)ad been the moft 
malicious rebels, and the moft foul calumniators of 
the Britilh King, Nation, and Government, endea* 
voiir to extradl from the minds of the people, the 
poifon which themfelves had infufed. Some few- 
might, poffibly, be reconciled to the contemplated 
meafure, by fuch flimfy devices ; but the fi^r greater 
number and more refpcAable part of the nati9n, 
gave their confent and their aid, from a conviAion 
of the neceffity of an efficient fyflem, to which no 
fmall part of them joined a hope, that the new Go- 
vernment would very nearly, if not quite, rcfemble 
the Government of England, to which experience 
ha'd increafed their attachment. 

After the fubjedl had for fon>e time been difcufied 
in the newfpapers, the State Legiflatnres began to 
take it up, having previotifly taken care to procure 
addrcfles to themfelves from the people, requefling 
them fo to do. An addrefs for this end, preicnted 
by fomc of the people in Virginia, was worded 
thus : ^ As 
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^ As Cittaens of the United States, we cannot 
'^ remato anconcerned fpedlaiors of the alarming 
^< piiSure of national dtftrefs, prefented by Q>ngreis 
^< to the world, in their late addrefs ; we are far from 
^* condemning their anreferved communication. If 
<* expedients are the refources of the weak, fecrecy 
*' is the cloak of the bafe mind. We wifli they 
*f had gone farther, and propofed a radical cure for 
'* a radical evil. The confederal confiitution, whilfl: 
'* it prefents a comedy to the reft of the world, will 
" prove in the end a tragedy to ourfelvcs, and our 
*^ diftrefs will be attended with (o much ridicule, that 
^ we (hall lofe the confolation of pity. 

*^ Government without coercion, is a propofitioa 
^ at once fo abfurd and felf-contradi6tory, that the 
^' idea creates a confulion of the underftanding — it 
'* is form without fubftance — at beft a body without 
*^ a foul. If men would a<^ right. Government of all 
*^ kinds would be ufeleis — if States or Nations, who 
'^ are but aflemblages of men, would do right, there 
*' would be no wars or dilbrder in the univerfe. 
^ Bad as individuals are. States are worfe.-^ 
^ Clothe men with public authority, and almofl: 
^ univerfally they confider themfelves as liberated 
*' ftom the obligations of moral rectitude, becaufe 
'^ tiiey are no longer amenable to jufticc. 

'^ Congrefs, with a prefs, during the life of paper 
^ money did wonders. Since it naturally died^ 
^ they have had the power of emitting bills and bor- 
^ rowing money, without funds to gain credit ; of 
*^ raffing an army, and equipping a navy, without 
^^ the means of building a ihip, or fubfiding a foU 
^ dier ; of lending ambaifadors, who divulge our 
" diftrefe abroad, and render our poverty more fplen- 
^ didly confpicuous, making treaties, which they 
^^ cannot enforce the execution of, and with nations 
'^ who can derive cv«y advantage from us better 

^ without 
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*^ without them; and finally, they preient tfaem-^ 
" felves a fpedlacle fo ludicrous, that we. cannot help 
*^ being diverted at our own calamities. 
. ** The melioration of a conftitution, founded oi^ 
•* fuch falfe and incompatible principles, feems in 
** every view almofl impoffible; but expedients pro- 
** pofed, which require the unanimous concurrence 
*^ of thirteen feparate Legiflatures, differing in inte- 
** refts, diftiniSl in habits, and oppolite from preju- 
*' dices, have fo repeatedly failed, that they no longer 
** furnifti a ray of hope. — We pray therefore for the 
*^ day when we Ihall fee a National' Convention fit, 
** coropofed of the beft and ablefl: men in the Union, 
*^ a majority of whom ftiall be invefted with the 
*> power of altering it. It is now fo bad as to defy 
** the malice and ingenuity of fortune to make it 
** worfe/' 

After feveral fruitlcfs attempts to form a National 
Convention, compofed oPdeputies from all the thir- 
teen States, one was at lafl aflembled at Annapolis, 
in Maryland, to which delegates were fent ftomi 
erery one, Rhode Ifland excepted, which continued 
refraflory for a long time, notwithftanding threats 
?ike thefe : " Rhode IJland has refufed to co-operate 
** in this bufinefs. From her ant&deral difpofitioh 
** nothing better could have been expefted. To 
" that State it is owing that the continental impoft 
*' has'^ot taken place. To her may be charged the 
** povcfty of the foldiers of the lale army, the heavy 
•* taxes of on/r citizens^ and the embarraffed fiate of 
♦* the public finances. It is, however, fincerely 
^* hoped ^nd wiflied, that her diffent will never 
/^ more be permitted to defeat any federal meafure. 
'^ Ratlier let her le dropped ouj of the Union^ or dp- 
*' portioned to the different Statf^ that furround her^\ 

It was an atrocious calumny to accufe Rhode JJland 
of the crime of having caufed thq heavy taxes v^Mch 
prcfied upon the people. Thofe taxes arofe out of 

the 
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the rebellion, into which Rhode Ifland had been 
dragged by Maflachufetts. Nor was it very con- 
li'ftent with thofe notions of liberty^ of wialienabU 
rights y and perfe£i independence j which had been {o 
long and^ fo loudly inculcated, to compel her to joinf 
in what Ihe did not approve of, upon pain of being 
** dropped out of the Unions'* or " apportioned to the 
*' different Statesjhrrounding her '* But Rhode Ifland 
Avas fmall and weak ; circumftances quite fufficienf 
to encourage the other twelve States to a6l towards 
lier with infolence and injuftice. They did, how- 
ever, forbear from fuch conduft. Leaving her to 
dfeel the fatal efFcdls of her obftinacy, they pro- 
ceeded to form a Federal Confti'tution. The C911- 
-vention of Deputies met for the purpofe, and cliofc 
Creneral Wafliinglon for their Prdident, on the i4tli 
of May, 1797. 'rhe feffion clofed on the 17th of 
September, in the fame year, when the Conftitution, 
^s it now ftands, was agreed upon, and prefented for 
the ratification of the refpeAive States. When the 
firfl Congrefs met under the new Conftitution, fome 
amendments were added* 

Several of the States ratified with great reluctance ; 
and it is not too much to fay, that a majority of 
tbem yielded from a dread of anarchy, rather than 
from their approbation of the nevy Conflitution. 
North Carolina, though fhe had fent Deputies to 
the Convention, refufeJ, for a long time, Jo ratify 
the inflrument which that Convention had agreed 
oh. Rhode Ifland flill continued refractory; and 
though the Conftitution was, at laft, ratified by all 
the States, there ft ill exifled, with rcfpedl to it, that 
difference of opinion and difcontent, which fowed 
the feeds of thofe faiStions that have fince poifoned 
the felicity of a country, which, with fome abate- 
.ments as to climate, might, by a wfll-poifed and 
efficient government, have been rendered one of ihe 
liappiefl: in the world. 

FJBDERAJ^ 
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FEDTOAL CONSTITUTION, 

Wc, the people of the Ignited States, in carder to furm t moHi 
per feci union, eftabli(h jufticc, enfure domeftk cmnquillityi pfo* 
Tide tor the common defence, promote the general welfiifty od 
(ccure the blrflings of liberty to ourfelves and our pofterity, do 
ordain and eftablifli thii Couflitutioa for the United Siaio oC 
America. 

ARTICLE I. SECTION I. 

All legiflative powers herein granted, fluU be veftcd in a Cob- 
rrefs of the United States, which (hall confift of a Senate and s 
noufe of Repreientatives. 

SECTION IT. 

I. The Houfe of Reprelentacivef ihall confift of memben dn* 
fen every iccond year, by the people of the feveral Stales : and 
the electors in ea.h State ihall have the oualifications reauiflteftr 
e!e(!>ors of the moft numerous brinch ot the State Legiflature« 

U* No perfon ihall be a Reprefentative, who iliall not have tf« 
tained to the age of twent}*-five years, and been fenrn yean a 
Citizen of the United States ; and who ihall not, when eleddi 
be an inhabitant of that State in which he ihall be chofen. 

III. Reprefentativcs and direct taxes ihall be apportiooid 
among the feveral States which may be included in this Unkmt 
according to their refpe^ive numbers, which ihall be determined 
by adding to the whole number of free perfons, including dioft 
bound to fervice for a term of years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three fifths of all other perfons. The adual enumeration 
(hall be made within three years after the firft meeting of theCaoj; 
grefs of the United States ; and within every fubfequent term oK 
ten years, in fuch manner as they ihall by law direct. The nuni* 
ber of Reprefentatives ihall not exceed one for every thirty thott' 
fand ; but each State ihall have at lead one Reprefentadve ; and 
until fuch enumeration ihall be made, the State of New^Hamp* 
ihire ihall be entitled to cboofe three ; MafTachufetts eight ; Rhodd 
Ifland and Providence Plantations, 9ne; Connedicut, five; New* 
York, fix; New-Jerfcy, four; Pennfylvania, eight; Delaware, 
one; Maryland, fix; Virginia, ten; North Carolina, five; 
South Carolina, five ; and Georgia, three. 

IV. When vacancies happen in the Reprefentation from any 
State, the executive authority thereof ihall iifue writs of eledions 
to fill fuch vacancies. 

V. The Houfe of Reprefentatives ihall choofe their Speaker 
and other officers ; and ihall have the fole power of impeacbmenCt 

SECTION III. 
I. The Senate of the United States fliall be compofed of two 
Senators from each State, chofen by the Legiflature thereof, for 
fix years : and each Senator ihall liave one vote. 



t^aOM€5r83 TO !794- >9 

ir« ImmedUtely after they fliall be aiTembled, in confequerKse 
4>f the firft eie6tion, they fiiali be divided, as equally as may bc^ , 
into three claiTes. Tiae feats of the Senators of the firft clafs flialt 
be vacated at the expiration of the fecond yel^ ; of the teccsod 
^dafs, at the expiration of the fourth year ; and of the third dafs, 
«t tihe expiration of the fixth year 2 fo that one third oaa^ he chofem 
every fecond year. And if vacaades happen, by reugnatioa 4mc 
^therwife, during the recefs of the Legillature of any State, the 
executive thereof may tnalce temporary appointments untii the 
next meeting x>f the Legiflature, which &ali then fill fuch va- 
cancies. 

IIL No perfon fliall be a Senator, who iliall not have attame4 
to the age of thirtv years, and been nine, years a Citizen of the 
United Suited ; and who (l)all not, when eledted, be an inhabitaQt 
of that Stale for which he ihall be choien. 

W. The Vice-prefident of the United States (hall be Frefident 
of the Senate ; but fliall have no vote, unlefs they be equally di- 
vided. 

V. The Senate (hall choofe their other officers, and alfo a Pre* 
fident pro-tempoce, in the abfenceof the Vice-pre(ident, or wh^ii 
lie (hall exercife the office of Prefident of the United States^ 

VL The Senate £iaU have the fole power to try all impeacli- 
meats. When fitting for that purppfe, they (hall be on oath or af- 
firmadott. When the Preiident of the United States is triod, the 
Chief Jufttce (hall prefide : and no perfon (liall be convi£tedj 
without the concurrence of two thirds of the members prefent. 

VII. Judgment, in cafes of impeachment, (hall not extend fur- 
ther than to removal from office, and difqual ideation to hold and 
enjoy any office of hoaour, truft, or profit,, under the United 
States. But the party convided (ball, nerertheleft, be liable and 
iubje^ to indictment, trial, judgment, and puni(hment according 
to Jaw« 

SECTION IV. 

L The times, places, and manner of holding eledions for Se- 
nators and Reprefentatives, diall be prefcrlbed in each State by the 
Legidatune thereof: but tbeCongrefs may, at any time, by law, 
in^e or alter fucK regulations, except as to the places of choofiag 
Senators. 

XL The Congreifi (hall a€emble at lead once in every year : and 
fuch meeting diall be on the fird Monday in December, unlefs 
they (ball by law appoint a different day. 
SECTION V. 

1. Each Houfe fl^aJlbe the judge of the eJeftion?, returns and 
qualifications of its own members ; and a majority of each diall 
canditute a quorum to do bufmefs : but a fmaller number may ad- 
journ from day to day, and may be authorized to compe^ the at- 
tendance of abfent members^ in fuch manncTi and under J-Jch pe- 
nalties as each Houfe may provide. 

II. 
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If. Each Hoiife may determine the rules of its proceedings ; 
pimifli its members for difordcrly behaviour ; and, with the con- 
currence of two ^pirds, ex ptl a member. 

III. Each Houfc fliali keep a journal of its pi^eedings ; and 
from time to time publini the fame, excepting fuch parts as may 
in their judgment require fecrecy; and the 3reas and nays, oftbd 
menikeisof either Honle, on any queftion, (hall, at the defire of 
one fifth of thofc piv-icnt, be entered on the journal. 

IV. Neither Houfe, tijringthefeffionof Congreft, ffial), with- 
out the confent of the other, adjourn for rnorc than three day?{ 
nor to any other place than that in which the two Houfet (hall be 
fitting. 

SECTION VI. 

I. The Senators and Reprefentatives (liall receive a compen&i 
rton for their fervices, to be afcertained by law, and paid out of 
the treafury of the United States. They fhall, in all cafe^, except 
trerifon, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged from arreftj 
during their attendance at the fei!:on of their refpe6tive Howfesi 
and in going to, and returning from the fame : and for any fpei^ch 
or debate iti either Houfe, they (hall not be queftioned in any other 
place.' 

II. No Senator or Reprefentative (liall, during the tin^c for ^i^hich 
lie was elertcJ, be appointed to any civil office, under the autho- 
tity of the United States, which (liall have been created, or th6 
emoluments of which fliall have been increafed during fuch time i 
and no perfon holding any office under the United Stares, (hall b^ 
a member of either Houfe during his continuance in office. 

SECTION VII. 

J, All bills for raifing revenue (hall originate in the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives : but the Senate (hall propofe or concur with 
umeiidments, as on other bills. . 

II. Every bill which (hall have pnfled the Houfe of Reprcfenta* 
tives and the Senate, (liall, before it become a law, be prefented 
to the Prefident of the United States. If he approve, he (hall (ign 
it ; but if nor, he fliall return it, with his objedlions, to that Hou(fc 
in which it fliall have originated, who fliall enter the objeftions at 
large on their journals, and proceed to conficler it. If, after fuch 
reconfideration, two thirds of that Houfe fliall agree to pafs the 
bill, it fliall be fent, together with the objcftions, to the other 
Houfe, by \Vhich it (hall likewife be reconfidcred : and, if approved 
by two thirds of that Houfe, it fliall become a law. But in all fuch 
cafes, the votes of both Houfcs (liall be determined" by yeas and 
"uavs : and tKe names of the perfons voting for and agaipritthe bill 
(liall be entered on the journal of each Houfe refpe^tiveljr. If anjr 
bill fliall not be returned by the President within ttindays (Sunday^ 
excepted) after it fliall have been prefented to him, the fame (hall 
be a law, in like manner as if he had flgned it, unlefs the Congre(b< 
by their adjournment, prevent its rctuiii^ in which cafe it (liall ndt 
be a law. III. 
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tth JEVeiy order, refolution, or vote, to which die concurrence 
6f the Senate and Hbufe of Reprefentatives may be neceflary, ex* 
icept OB a queftion of adjournment, fhall be prefented to the Pre* 
Ixdeot of the United S(ates ; and before the fame ihall take efft£^, 
be approved by him ; or being difapproved by him, ihall be re- 
pafled by two thirds of both Houfes^ according to the rules and 
iimitations prefcribed la the cafe of a bill* 

SECTION vm. 

The Congrefs mall have power, 

I. Td lay and colledt taxes, duties, impolls, and ekcifes ; to pay 
the ckbts, and provide for the common defence and -general wel- 
fare of the United States : but all duties, impods, and exjcifes. 
fiiall beuniform throughout the United States. 
' II. To borrow money on the credit of the United States. 

in. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the ieveral States, and with the Indian tribes. 

IV* To e(labli(h an uniform rule of naturalization, and unifonn 
laws on the fubje6b of bankruptcies, throughout the United 

y. To coin Aioney ; regulate the value thereof, and of foreign 
coin ; and fix the ftandard of yreights and meafures. 

^ yi. To provide for the punifhment of counterfeitbg the fecu- 
riries and current coin of the United States. 

VII. To eftabiifh poft-ofiices and poft-roads. 

VIII. To promote the progrefs of fcience and ufeiul arts, by 
fecuriag for limited dmes, to authors and inventors, the exclusive 
right to tfalpir refpe^Uve writings and difcoveries, 

IX. To <ionftitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court. 

X. To define and punifli piracies and felonies committed on the 
^igh feas, and offences agaiuft the law of nations. 

XL To declare war ; grant letters of marque and reprifal ; and 
nuike rules concerning captures on land and water. 

XII. To raife and fupport armies. But no appropriation of 
inoneyfor that ufe (hall be for a longer term than two years. 

XIII. To provide and maintain a navy. 

XIV. To make rules for the government and regulation of the 
land and naval forces. 

XV. To provide for calling forth the militia, to execute the laws 
of the Union, fup^refs infurre<ftion8, and repel invafions. 

X yi. To DTOYide for oi^anizing, arming, and difciplining the 
militia, and for governing iiich part of them as may be employed 
10 the fervice of the United States ; referving to the States refpcc- 
lively the appointment, of the officers, and the authority of train- 
idg the militia according to the difciplinc prefcribed by Con- 
grefs. 

XVn. To exercife exclufive legi fiction, in all cafes whatfoever 

over fuch diftriA (not exceeding ten miles fquare), as may, by cef- 

fion of particular States, and the acceptance of Congrcb^ become 

VOL. I. a - the 
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the feat of the Government of the United States ; and to exercifc 
like authority over all places purehafed by the confent of the Legif- 
lature of the State in which the fame fliall be, for the ele6kion of 
forts, ma^zines, arfenals, dock-yards, and other needful build* 
Jngs; and, 

XVIII. To make all laws which (hall be neceflary and proper 
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other 
powers^ veiled by this Conftitgtion in the Government of the United 
States, or in any department or officer thereof. . 
SECTION IX. 

I. The migration or importation of fuch perfons as any of t^ 
States now exiting fliall think proper to admit, (hall not be pro* 
hibited by the Cong^refs, prior to the year one thoufand eight hun- 
dred and eight : biu a tax or duty may belmpofed on fuch ioiport- 
atiort, not exceeding ten dollars for each perfon. 

II. The privilege of the writ of Habeas Corpus fliall not be 
fufpended, unlefs when, in cafes of rebellion or invafion, the pub- 
lic Mtiy may require it. 

III. No .bill of attainder or ex poft fa^o law, (hall be paffed. 

IV. No capitation or other direft tax (hall be laid, unlets in pro- 
portion to the cenfus or enumeration herein before direded to be 
taken. 

V. No tax or duty (haU be laid on articles exported from any 
State. No preference fliall be given by any regulation of commerce 
or revenue to the ports of one State, over thofe of another ; nor 
ihall veflels bound to or from one State, be obliged to enter, clear, 
or pay duties in another. 

VI. No money (fiall be drawn from the trcafury, bnt'in confe- 
qnence of appropri^ions made by law ; and a regular flatement 
and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public tnoney 
fhall be publi(hed from tiraie to time. 

VII. No title of nobility fliall be granted by the United States : 
and no perfon holding any office of profit or truft utiderthem, fliall, 
without the confent of Congrefs^ accept of any prefent, emolu- 
ment, office, or title of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, 
or foreign State. 

SECTION X. 

I. No State (hall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation ; 
grant letters of marque and repri(al • coin money ; emit bills of 
credit ; make any thing but gold and filver coin a tender in pay- 
ment of debts ; pafs any bill of attainder, ex poft fafto law, or 
I^iw impairing the obligation of contradts, or grant any title of nb« 
bility. 

II. No State (hall-, without the confent of Congfeft-, lay any im« 
poll or duties on. imports or exports, except what maybe abfolutel]; 
necelTary for executing its infpe6tion laws ; and the net produce 
of all duties and inapofts, laid by any State on imports or ex 
fons, fliall be for th^ ^e.of the treafury of the UAit«d Stated ; 

• anc 
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and all ftich laws iliall be fubjed to the revilion and control of 
tljc Congreffi. No Stale fliall, without the confent of Congrcfs, 
lay any duty on tonnage, keep troops or fliips of war, in time of 
peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another State, or 
Hvith a foreign power, or engage in war unlefs actually iavadcd| or 
in fuch imminent danger as will not admit of delay. 
ARTICLE II. SECTION I. 

I. The executive power fhall be veiled in a Prefident of the 
United States of Anierica. He (hall hold his office during the term 
of four years, and together with the Vice-prefident, chofen for 
the fame term, be elected as follows : 

II. Each State fliall appoint, in fuch manner as the Legillature 
thereof may dire6l, a number of ele<5lors, equal to^the whole num- 
ber of Senators^ and Reprefentatives, to which the State may be 
entitled in the Cbngrefs. But no Senator or Reprefentative, or 
perfon holding an office of truft or profit under the United States, 
fliail be appointed an eiedor. 

III. The electors fhall meet in their refpcftive States, and vote 
by ballot for two perfons, €>f whom one, at leafl, fhall not bean 
inhabitant of the fame btate with themfelves. And they fhall make 
a lift of ail the perfons voted for, and of the number of votes for 
each ; which lift they fliall fign and certify, and tranfmit felled 
to the feat of the Government of the United States, direfted to the 
Prefident of the Senate. The Prefident of the Senateiliall, in the 
prefr^nce of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, open all the 
certificates, and the votes fliall then be counted. The pcrfon hav- 
ing the greateft number of votes fliall be the Prefident, if fucb 
number be a majority of the whole number of eledtors appointed ; 
and if there be more than one who have fuch majority, and have 
an equal number of votes, then the Houfe oi Reprefentatives fliall 
immediately choofe by ballot one of them for Prefident: and if 
no perfon have a majority, then from the five higheft on the lift, 
tbefaid Houfe fliall in like manner choofe the Prefident: but in 
choofing the Prefident, the votes fhall be taken by States, the re- 
prefentation from each State having one vote : a quorum for this 
purpofe fliall confift of a member or members from two thirds of 
the States, and the majority of all the States fliall be necefTary to 
a choice. In every cafe, after the choice of the Prefident, the 
perfon having the greateft number of votes of the cle6tors, 
fliaU be the Vice-piefident. But if there (hould remaia two or 
more who have equal votes, the Senate fhall choofe fro^jn them by 
ballot the Vice-prefident. 

IV. The Congrefs may determine the time of choofing thQ 
cie(5^ors, and the day on ivhich they fliall give their votes ; which 
day fhall be the fame throughout the United States. 

V. No perfon, except-a natural-horn citizen, or a citizen of the 
United States at the time of the adoption of this Conftitution, 
ihall be el^ible to the office of Prefident. Neither ihall^uiy perlbn 

G z ^ 
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of treafon ; but no attainder of trcafon fliall work corruption ol 

^lood, or forfeiture, txcopt during the life of the pcrfon attainted, 

ARTICLK IV. SrCTION 1. 

Full faith and credit fhall be given, in each State, to the public 
aifls, rccoidi, and judicial proceedings of cviry other State. And 
the Cor.grtis n>ay, by ^.eneial laws, prelcribe the manner in which 
fuch ads, records, and proceedings fliall be proved, and the cfiie^ 
thereof. 

SECTION IT. 

T. The citizens of each State fliall be entitled to all the privileges* 
and immunities of citizens in the fcveral States. 

JI. A perfon charged in any State with tre:ifon, felony, or othef 
crime, who (halJ fitc from jufticc, and be found in anothpr State, 
dial I, on demand of the Executive Authority of the State from 
which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having 
furifdietion of the crime, 

III. No perfon held to fervice or labour in one State, under the 
laws thereof^ efcaping into another, fliall, in confequence of any 
law, or regulation therein, be difcharged from fuch fervice or labour ; 
but fliall be delivered up on claim of the party to whoii;i fuch fer- 
vice or labour may be due. 

SECTION III. 

I. New States may be admitted by the Congrefs into this union ; 
but no new State fliall be formed orcrefted within the jurifdidion 
of any other State ; nor any State be formed by the jundion of twg 
or more States, or parts ot States, without the confent of the Le- 
giflatures of the States concerned, as well as of the Congrefs. 

II. The Cong.cfs fliall have power to difpofe of and make all 
needful rules and regulations refpecling the territory or other pro- 
perty belonging to the United States : and nothing in this Confli^ 
tutioti fhall be ioconflrued as to prejudice any claims of the United 
States, or of any particular State. 

SECTION IV. . 

The United States (hall guaranty to every State in this Union, 

a rcptiblican form of ^?overoment; and fhall protect each of them 

agavi^fl inv. fiou, atfii on application of the Legiflature, or of the 

Executive (when the Legillature cannot be convened) againfl do* 

meftic violence. • . * 

ARTICLE V. 

The Congrefs, whenever two thirds of both Houfes fliall deem 

it nt'C( (Tarvi fljall propolc amendments to this Conllitution, or, on 

the npi licatioh of the Legiflatuies of two thirds of the feveral 

Siaics, fliall call a Convention for propoflng amendments, which* 

in eitl.ci caiL, ftiaJi be valid to all intents and purpofes, as part of 

this V oiiflitution, when ratified by the Legifiatures of three tourths 

ofihe levtral urates, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as 

the one or the othtr mode of ratification may be propofed by the 

. Cont;rtfs ; provided!- hat no artiendment, which maybe made prior 

to the year one thouland eight hundred and eight, fliall in any 

manner 
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manner affeft Ae Firfl and Fourth Cl^ufes ia the Ninth Seftion of 
the Firft Article ; and that no State, without its coafent, {hall be. 
deprived of its equal fuffrage in the Sen^e. 
ARTICLE VI. 

I. AU debts contraiSled, and engagements entered into, before 
the adoption oif thie Conftitution, (hall be as valid ag^ind the Uifited 
States, under this Cond^tution, as under the Confederation. 

II. This Conjftitution, and the laws of the United States which 
(hall be made in purfuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which 
fliall be made, under the authority of the United States, fliall be 
|he fupreme law of the land ; and the Jydges^ in eve^y State, fhall 
be bound thereby ; any thing in the conHitutipn or laws of any 
State to the contrary notwith&nding. 

III. The Senators and Reprefentatives before mentioned, an4 
the members of the feveral State Legiilatures, and all executive 
and judicial officers, both of the United States and qf the fever^ 
States, fliall be bound, by oath or affirmation, to fupport this Coni 
ftitution ; but no religious tefl fhall ever be required as a qualifi- 
cation to ^y office or public trufl under the United States. 

ARTICLE VIL. 
The ratification of the Conventions of nine States fliall be 
fufficient for the eflablifhment pf thi3 Confiitution between the 
States fo ratifying the fame. 

Congrefe of the limited States, 

Begun and lield at the City of New- York, oq Wednefday, the 
fourth of March, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine.- 

The Conventions of- a number of the States having, at th? time 
of their adopting the Conditution, expreffed a defire, in order to 
prevent miiconftru^tion or abufe of its powers, that further de- 
claratory and r^ilri6live claufes fliould be added ; and as extend- 
ing th^ ground of public confidence in the Government will beft 
enfure the bene^cent ends of its inftitution ; 

Refolved, by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of the 
United States of America, in Congrcfs. alTembled, two thirds of 
both l^bufes concurring, that the following articles be propofed to 
the Legiflatures of the feveral States, as amendments to the Con- 
flitution of the United States ; all or any of which articles, when 
ratified by three fourths of th&faid Legiflatures, to be valid, to ail 
iotentB and purpofes, as part of the faid Confkttution, viz. 

Articles in-additipn to, and amendment of, the Conflitution of the 
United States of America, propofed by Congrefs, and ratified 
by the Legiflatures of the feveral States, purluant to the Fifth 
Article^ of the original Conllltution. 

I. After the firft enumeration, required by the Fifth Article of 
the Conftitution, there fhall be one R^prelentative for every thirty 
thoufand, until the number fliall amount to one hundred -, after 
which the proportion fliall be fo regulated by Congrefs that there 

04 fliall 



M SUMMARY VIEW 

ihall be not lefs than one hundred RepreTentatives, nor lefs than 
one Reprefentattve for every forty tboufand perfoos, until th« 
cumber of Reprefentatives fliall amount to two bundled; aftep 
which, the proportion (hall befo regulated by Congrefs, that there 
Ihall not be lefs than two hundred Reprefentatives, nor noore than 
one Reprefentative for every fifty thonfand perfont. 

II. No law, varying the compenfation for the fervices of the 
Senators and Reprefentatives, fhall take efed, ualil an elcdioa of 
Reprefentatives fhall have intervened. 

III. Congrefs fhall make no law refpe6ling an eibblifhment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercife theieof; or abridging the 
freedom of fpeech, or of the prefs ; or the right of the people 
peaceably to afTemble, and to petition the Government for a redrefi 
of grievances. 

IV. A welKregulated militia being necefTary to the iecurity of 
a free flate, the right of the people to keep and bear arms ihall ooC 
be infringed. 

V. No foldier fhaU, in thpe of peace, be quartered in any hoofe 
without the confent of the owner; nor in time of war but in a 
manner to be prefcribed by law. 

VI. The right of the people to be fecnre in their perfons, hbufes, 
papers, and ^e£ts, againft unreafonab^e fearches and fetzores^ 
ihall not be violated ; and no warrants fhall ifTue, but upon, pro- 
bable canfjb, fuppprted by oath or affirmation, and particiilariy 
defcribing the place to be fea^hedi and the perfons or things to bie 
£^ized. 

VII. No perfon fhall be held to anfwer ^or a capital or other- 
wife infamous crime, unlefs on a prefentment or indictment by a 
grand jury, except in cafes arifing m the hnd or navah forces, or in 
the militia^ when in actual fervice, in time of war, or publk danger; 
nor fhall any perfon be fubjedl, for the fame offence, to be twice; 
put in jeopardy of Hfe or limb ; nor fhall be compelled, in any cri- 
minal cafe, to be a witnefs againfl himfelf ; nor be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property, withpuit 4ue procefs of law : nor fhaJl 
private property he taken for public i^fe without i till compenfatioo. 

VIII. In all criminal profecutions the accufed fhall enjoy the 
right to a fpeedy and public trial, bv an inipartial jury» of the Stale 
and diftrid wherein the crime fhall have been committed, which 
diflrid fhall have been previoufly afcertained. by law ; and to be 
informed of the nature and caufe of the accufation ;' to be con- 
fronted with thewitnefTes againft him ; to have conjp'ulfatory pro- 
cefs for obtaining witnefTes in his favour ; and to have thp afpflance 
of counfel for his defence. 

IX. In fuits at common law, where the value in controveHy fliall 
exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial, by jiiry fhall be prefervcd ; 
and 110 hdi tried by a jury fhall be otherwife re-examined in any 
court of the United Stated^ than according to the rules of common 
Uw. 

X.Ex- 
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X. Exccffv^ biail fiiall not be required ; nor exccffive fihca inn- 
pofed ; nor cruel and unufiial puniditnents inili6ted. 

3fl. The ^unerat'ton,. in the ConftitMtion, of certain right»» 
(hall not be conftrucd to 4/^nj or disparage others, retaipcd by th? 
people. 

XII, The powers, pot delegs^tcd to the IJnitcd States by the 
ConlHtution, nor prohibited by it to the S^teii ar^ referred to th< 
States refpe^ively, or tq th^ people, 

N. B. By the returns made into the Secretary of State's Officct > 
It appears that the Firft Article of .the above amendments is agreed 
to by only feven States-^the fecond by only four — and therefore 
thcfe arc not obligatory. All the remainder having been ratified 
ky nine States, are of equal obligation with the ConSitution itfelf. 

The defedVs of this Conftitution will be bcft ex-*" 
plained by fubfequept events^ It is, however, necef- 
fary to obferve here, that the great defeft was the leav- 
ing of too much power in the handd of the Govern- 
ments of the different States ; but this evil was not 
to be avoided. It was the obvious intercft of a certain 
clafs of men in every State, to refift all changes whicb 
might hazard a diminution of the power, emolument, 
and confequence of the offices they held under the 
State eftablifliments ; and the ^nibition of another 
clafs of nien led them to hope to aggrandize them- 
ielves by the convulfions of their country, or to 
flatter themfelves with fairer profpedVs of elevation, 
from the fubdivifion of its territory into feveral par- 
tial confederacies, than from its union under one 
government. The former clafs were pacified by thole 

Jirovifions which left them in poflfeffion of their emo* 
ument and confequence ; the latter have, ever fince 
the eftablifhment of the new Conflitution^ been «ii- 
^eavouring to fubvert it. 

The plan of a Conflitution, which Mr. Hamiltok, 
whq was one of the Deputies from the State of New-- 
York, propofed to the Convention, has fince been 
publifhed by his enemies, with a view of deflroy- 
log his popiilarity and influence. If the people were 
pot blind, they would perceive that fach a Govern- 
incnt as that which Mr. Hamilton propofed to form, 

would 
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would have prevented all the evils which they haw 
experienced for fcvc ral years paft. The propofitioq 
of Mr. Hamilton was as follows : 

I. The fupreme legiflativc power of the Unircfl States of America 
to l>e vcfted ill two different bodies of men : the one to be callc4 
the Afllmbly ; the other^ the Senate ; who together fliall form the 
IjegHlature of the United States, with power to pafs all laws what- 
ibcver, fubjed to the negative hereafter mentioned* 

II. The Aifen^bly to coofift of perfoos clewed by the peopl^ to 
fcrve for three years. 

IlL The Senate to confift of perfons eleded to f^ryc during 
good behaviour ; their eleiflion to be made by electors chofen foe 
that purpofc by the people : in order to this, the States to be divided 
into election diftrids. On the death, removal, or refignation of 
any Senator, his place to be fiJled out of the di{lri<5t from which he 
came. 

IV. The fupreme executive authority of the United States 1« 
be vefted in a Governor^ to be elcdled during good behaviour ; tlic 
cte£iion to be made by electors rhoien by the people in the ele^iioo 
di{lri6is aforcfaid ; the authorities and fian<^Uons to be as follows ; 
to have a negative upon all laws about to be pafled, and the. exe- 
cution of all laws pafled ; to have the diredioo of war» when an- 
iborized or begun ; to have, with the advice aad coiifent of the 
Senate, the power of making all treaties ; to have thefole appoint- 
ment of the heads or chiet officers of finance and f9rcign affairs ; 
to have the nomination of all other officers, ambaiTad^rs to tbreign 
iiations included, fubje^ to the approbation or reje^ion of tq^ 
Senate ; to have power of pardoning *dl offences, except treafon, 
which he iliall not pardon without the approbation of the Senate* 

V. On the death, reiignation, or removal of the Governor, his 
authorities to be exercifed by the Frefident of the Senate, till a fuc* 
ceiTor be appointed, 

. VI. The Senate to have the fble power of declaring war, the 
power of advifing and approving all treaties, the power of approv- 
ing and rejecting all appointment of officers, except the heads or 
chiefs of the departmcats of finance, war, and foreign ai^irs. 

VII. The fupreme judicial authority of the United States to 
l^e vefted in Judges, to hold thei/ office during good l>ehaviour, 
• with adequate and permanent falaries ^ the court to have original 
jurifdiAion in all caufcs of capture, and an appellate jurifdiftion in 
all caules on which the revenues of the General Governineol, or 
t^ citizens of foreign nations, are concerned. 

Vm. The Legiflature of the Unjted States to have power to 
' intfitute courts in each State, for the determination of all matters 
of general concern. 

' IX. The Governors, Senators, and ^11 officers of the Uixited 
' States to be liable to impeachment for mal and corrupt condu£{ ; 
■f> and, 
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and upon conviftioD to be removed from office, and difqiialiGed foic 
holding any place of ti uft aad profit. And all impeachments to be 
tried by a court to confift of the Chief Juftice, or J iidge of the iii- 
perior court of law of each State, provided fuch Judge hold his 
place duruig good behaviour and have a permanent falary. 

X. AH laws of the particular States, contrary to the Conftita- 
tion or laws of the United States, to be utterly void ; and the •«t- 
ter to prevent fuch laws being pafTed, the Gbyernor or Prefident 
of each State fli^ll be appointed by the General Government, and 
ihall have a negative upon the laws about to be pafled in the State 
of which he is Governor or Prefident. 

XI. No State to have any force, laiid or naval ; and the militut 
to be under the fole and e^clufive direftion of the United States, 
the officers of which to be appointed and coQimiffioned by thenn« ' 

It was faid, that a Government formed on this 
plan, would have been '^ a monarchy in every thing 
but the name.'* This is very true, and America 
wanted precifely fuch a Government. The many of 
all countries fland in need of a monarch, at once to 
Iceep them in obedience to itfelf, and to proteA them 
from tlie tyranny and rapacity of the aipiring, rich, 
and avaricious few. The'people of America wanted 
iuch a protedlor, but the delulion of the times 
would not have permitted him to be called a /no* 
varch. 

Purfuant to an ordinance for that purpofe, the two 
Houfes of the firft Federal Congrcfs, met at New- 
York, in March, L789. Having formed a quorum on 
the 6th of April, they proceeded to examine the re- 
turns of the eledions which had been held in the 
autumn of 1788, for the choofing of the President 
and Vice-president ; when it appeared that the 
former office had fallen to the lot of General 
Washington, and the latter to John Adams. On 
the 30th of April the President met the two 
Houfes, and addrefTed them in the following fpeech. 

Fellow-citizens oftJje Senate^ and of the Houfe of Repfefentaiives^ 

Among the viciffitudes incident to life, no event could have 

filled me with greater anxieties than that of which the n.>tiiicaiion^ 

was tranfmitted by your order, and received on the 14th day of 

the prefent nionth : on the one hand, 1 was fummoncd by my 

country, 
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country, whofc voice I can never hear but with veneration fwrf 
love, from a retreat which 1 had chofen with the fondeft predilec* 
tiooy ao(i» in my flattering hopes, with an immutable dccifion; 
. jis the afylum of my declining yean : a retreat which was rendered 
every day mort neceflhrv, as well at more dear to mc# by chead* 
dition of habit to inclination, and of fiequent interruptions ip 
health, to the gradual wade committed bn it by time. On the 
other band, the magnitude and difficulty of the tnift lo which the 
voice of my countiy called me, being fufficieot to awaken in the 
wifeft and mod experienced of. her citizens, a diftruftful fcrutiny 
into his qualifications, could not but overwhelm with defpondence 
one who, inhf rising inferior endowmcrits from nature, and un- 
pradifed in the duties of civil admin iftrat ion, ought to be pecu- 
jiajrly conicious of his own deficiencies. In this confli6i of emo- 
tion?, all 1 dare aver is, that it has been my faithful iludy to col- 
loft my duty fn>m a juft apprepiia^ion of every circumftance by 
which it mieht be a^cdtcd, All 1 dare hope is, that if, in exe- 
cuting this t^ik, I have been too much fwa)*ed by a grateful remem- 
brance of former inftanccs, of by an afFe£tionate fenfibility to this 
iranfcendant proof of, the confidence of my fellow-citizens— and 
have thence too little cpufulted my incapacity as well as difinclina- 
lion for the weighty and uijtried cares before me — my error will be 
palliated by the motives which mifled me, and its confequences 
be judged by my country with fome (hare of tbp partiality in which 
they originated. 

Such being the impreffions under which I have, in obedience to the 
public fumrpons, repaired to the prefent (lation, it would be peculi- 
arly improper to omit in this firft official a6V, my fervent fupplica* 
ations to that Almighty Being who rules over the univerie, who pc^- 
lides in the councils of nations, and whofe providential aids can fup- 

fly every human defe£l, that his benediction may confecrateto the li- 
erties and happinefs of the people of the United States, a ^o* 
\f rnment inftituted by themfelves for thefe eflentinl purpofes ; and 
may enable every inilrument employed in its adminiftratioq, to 
execute with fucctfs the fun^ ions allotted to his charge. In ten- 
dering this homa^fe to the great Author of every pubHc and pri- 
vate good, 1 afl\ire myfelf that it exprefles your fentiments not lets 
than my own, nor thofe of my fellow -citizens at large, lefs than 
eiiher. No people can be bqund to acknowledge and adore the ip- 
viiibie Hand which condu^s the aft'airs of men more than the people 
of the United States. Every ftep by which they have advanced to 
the chara^lerof an independent nation, feems to have been diiiin- 
guiflied by fome token of providential agency. And in the im- 
portant revolution juft accompliihed in the fyftem of their United 
Government; the tranquil deliberations and voluntary confent of 
lb many diftin£l communities, fi'om which the event has refulted, 
cannot be compared with the means by which moft Governments 
have been eftabliflaed, without fome return of pious gratitude, 

i^lon ' 
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;il6ag with an humble anticipattion of the future bleiSngs which 
the pail feem to prefage. Thtfe reflections, arifing out of the 
preietit crifis, have forced themfelves too (Irongly on my mind txp 
be fupprelied. You will join with me, T truil, in thinking that 
there are none under the influence of which the proceedings of m 
new and free Government can more aufpicioufly commence. 

fiy the article eftablifliiog the Executive Department, it is made 
the duty of the Prefidrnt to recommend to your confidcratioa 
fuch meafures as he fhall judge necelFary and expedient. The 
circumftances under which I now meet }ou, will acquit me from 
entering into that fubjeft farther than to refer to the great conftitu* 
tional charter under which you are aifembled ; and which, in de<- 
fining your powers, defignatesthe obje^s to which your attention 
is to be given. It will be more conflftent with thole circumftances,' 
and far more congenial with the feelings which a^luate me, to fub- 
flitute, in place of a recommendation of particular meafures, the 
tribute that is due to the talent?, the reditude, and the patriotifm 
which adorn the characters fele^ed to devife and adopt them, in 
thefe honourable qualifications, I behold the furell pledges, that 
as, on one (ide, no local prejudices or attachments, no feparate 
views, nor party animofities, will mifdiredthe compreheniive and 
equal eye which ought to watch over this great aflembla^e of com* 
munities and interefls ; fb on another, that the foundations of our 
fiational policy will be laid in the pure and immutable principles 
of private morality ; and the pre-eminence of free government 
be exemplified by all the attributes which can win the aflef tions of 
its citizens, and command the refpedt of the world. I dwell oa 
this profpeft with every fatisfaftion which an ardent love for my 
countnrcan infpire: fince there is no truth more thoroughly cfta- 
bliihed, than that there exifts in the economy and courfe of nature, 
an indiflbluble union between virtue and happinefs, between duty 
and advantnge^^ between the genuine maxims of an honed and 
magnanimous policy, and the folid rewards of public profperity 
and felicity : fince we ought to be no !efs pcrfuaded, that the pro- 
pitious fmiles of Heaven can never be expedled on a nation that 
difregards the eternal rules of order and right, which Heaven itfelf 
has ordained ; and fince the prefervatton of the facred fire of 
liberty, and the defiiny of the republican model of government, 
are juftly confidered as deeply, perhaps as finally flaked on the ex- 
periment intruded to the hands of the American people. 

Befides the ordinary objeds fubmitted to your care, it will 
remain with your judgment to decide, how far an exercife of the 
occafional power delegated by the fifth article of the Conftitutioa 
is rendered expedient at the prefcnt juncture, by the nature of ob- 
je&iong which have been urged againft the fyftem, or by the degree 
of inquietude which has given birth to them. Inftcad of under- 
taking particular recommendations on this fubjedl, in which I 
could be guided by no lights derived fiom ofliciiii opportunities, I 

fliall 
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Ihall again give way to my entire coniideuce in your difoeninient 
and purfuit of the public goad : for 1 aflurc inyfelf, that, whilft you 
carefully avoid every alteration which might endanger the benefits 
of an united and efreftive Government, or which ought to await 
the future leflbns of experience : a reverence for the chara<^eriftic 
rights ot freemen, and :i regard for the public kirmonVy will fuf- 
ficiently influence your deliberations on the queilion, how far the 
forn.er can be more impregnably fortified, or the latter be fafely 
and advantageoufly promoted. 

To the preceding obfervations I have one to add, which will be 
inoll properly addrelfed to the Houle of Ueprefentatives. It con- 
cerns myicif, and will therefore be as brief as poilible. When I 
Was fiift honoured with « call into the fervice of my country, then 
on the eve oFan arduous ftruggic for its liberties, the light in which 
1 contemplated my duty required that 1 fliould renounce every pe- 
cuniary conipenfation. From this refolution I have in no inftance 
departed ; and bting ftill under the impreffions which produced itj. 
Imuft decline^ as inappUcabU to myjtlf^ anyjhare in the perfonal emo^ 
luments^ 'jjhich may he indtfpenfabiy included in a permanent provifan 
for the executi*ve department \ and mujl accordingly pray that the pe* 
citniary ejiimatc^for the ftation in nuhich I am placed^ w<iy, during my 
continuance in It^ be lim *ed to fuch a&ual expenditures as the public 
good may he thought to require* 

Having thus imparted to you my fentiments, as they have been 
awakened by the occafion which bringi- us togetlier, I (hall take 
my prefent leave ; but not without reforting once more to the be- 
nign Tarent of the human race, in humble fupplication, chat, fince 
he has been pleafcd to favour the American people with opportu* 
nities for deliberating in perfetft tranquillity, and difpofitions for 
deciding with unparalleled unanimity on a form of government 
for the fecurity of their union and the advancement of their hap- 
pif-eis ; fo his divine blefling may be equally confpicuous in the 
enlarged views, the temperate confultations, and the wile tneafures 
on which the fuccei's of this Government muft depend. 

The Confn*t.*fs now proceeded to create the ofEces 
under the Federal Government, and to fix on the 
aiTiount of the t'alaries that were to be attached to 
thera. The President's falary was fixed at 25,000 
dollars a year ; the Vice-pri-sident's at 5000. 
The four principal officers placed under the Prefident, 
were, a Secretary of the Trealbry, a Secretary -of 
State, a Secretary at War, and an Attorney-general. 
Mr. Hamilton was appointed by the Prefidcnt to the 
firftpoft, Mr. JefFerfon to the fecond, Mr, Knox to 
I . the 
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tlie third, and a Mr. William Bradford to the fourth* 
All the pofts were ably filled, eiccpt that of Brad- 
ford, who was a man of no legaj. or political know- 
ledge^ and had got himfelf into vogue by mere cant- 
ing, and by daubing Waftiington with undeferved 
praife. 

A (yftem of $<iance was immediately entered on. 
Laws were pafled for impofing duties on imported 
goods, which, in general, were taxed to a confi- 
derable amount. If the people novv and then re- 
fle6led thjit they had endured eight years of mifery 
and bloodftied, rather thao pay a threepenny tax 
upon tea, they muft have been cruelly mortified that 
thcfe new impofitions extended to al.inofl: every ar- 
ticle of drefs and of furniture. 

The taxes were, however, neceflary. There was 
a large foreign and domeftic debt to provide intereft 
for ; and every honefi: man remaining in the cpuntry, 
whether Whig or Tory, wifticd to fee this interell 
duly paid. Concerning the domeftic debt there 
was^ indeed, fome difference of opinion. This debt 
confiflcd of the amount of certificates, given by au- 
thority of the old Congrefs, to foldiers.and others, 
in payment for fervices, or for goods, &c. received 
for the fervice of the United Colonies. The holders 
of this paper, placing little reliance on eithec the 
ability or the honefty of the old Congrefs, had, in 
general, fold their certificates for a mere trifle. If 
a difcrimination could have been made, it would 
have been juft enough to pay the fpeculators no 
more than they had adlually paid for the paper ; but 
thefe were many obftacles to a difcrimination ; and 
ia fliort, it was found that the whole amount of the 
paper muft be afiumed as a legal debt, on the part of 
the United States, or recourfe muft be .had to a ge- 
neral fponge, as in the. cafe of the paper (I beg 
their pardons^ it was paft^bgard) mojaey. , 

" . "The 



The Tnembers of fhc aew Congrcfs (hemfctveSi 
paiticularly the prudent and plocJdiug mea from llie 
feartvvard, hadlpccuiated deeply in certificates. 1 dt> 
not know that they were to blame, erpecially if thry 
were Tories, uho v%'ere perfect I y juftificd in thus en- 
deavouring to ohtain com [>en fa lion for thelofTes and 
infuUs ihcy hadf^ndurcd ; and whcti we reflet^ that 
f hofc wlmtbUI tl jeir eight years pay for a few fhil lings, 
had earned it in fighting againft their Kingt wc can- 
not pofiibly feel much regret at their being thus 
treated. What goes over the devil's back ought to 
go under hi^ belly. ** Rebellion hath had ill lack'* 
in America as well as clfe where. 

The eominercJal regulations formed 3 fubjedl of 
long and animated ditcuffion in the iirri Congrefs* 
JcfFerfon, who was at that time Ambaffador in 
France, and who was a Frenchman in every thing 
but thccircumfiancc of birth, had been long lecond- 
ingj by every means in his power, the proje<5ts which 
the Court of Verfailles had formed for fuppl anting 
Great Brllain in the American markets. This in- 
triguing pbilofopher was ft ill in France ; but he had 
formed a party in Congrefs ; and by this party, which 
Madifon was at the head of, great efforts were mad^ 
to cna6t Inch commercial laws as would gk^e Frame 
u preference in the trade ivifh the Vmted States^ In 
fhort, it clearly appeared, from the deliberations of 
this Congrefs, that France had her faifiion already 
formed in the countryj which fatSion, aided by the 
larking diicontents refpe6ting the Federal Govern- 
ment, has, to this hour, kept the country in a ilHtc 
of fermentation. 

The Union was, however^ going on tolerably 
well ; trade and commerce revived with the efta- 
blilhment of the new Government ; public credit 
was reliorcd ; men once more fiept in fafety, and 
once more had encouragemeat to bcinduftnous ; the 

terms 
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teirms Federalifts and- AntifeJkraVtfts^ were faft 
wearing away^ along with the difCnrence of opinion 
and the party animofity, which had given rife to 
them; every thing, in Ihort, feemed to promife a 
long and uninterrupted courfc of harmony and hap- 
pinefs, when the French revolution began that 
chaftifement, which the Ruler of nations )ias juftly 
inflicled, and is flill inflidting) on a degenerate and 
impious world. 

In their inquiries refpeding the cauies of national 
calamities, writers are too apt to leave Divine Pro- 
vidence out of the quefiion, as a foinething fit only 
for the contemplation of the vulgar and illiterate ; 
and, if we may judge from the life and converfation 
of but too many flatefmen of the prefent day, they 
have forgotten, that it is righteoufnefs that exalteth 
a nation. The woful experience of the laft ten 
years ought, however^ to awaken them from their 
atheiftical reverie. 

The joy which the firfl- dawning of the French 
revolution produced in the United Slates can hardly 
be conceived. The vanity of the Americans was 
highly gratified at the thought of having fet the ex-^ 
mple to the mod populous and powerful nation in the 
old world. Whigs J or Republicans (for they are eflen- 
tially the fame, and only vary their denomination to 
fiiit times and circum fiances), are as eager to make 
profelytes as the worft fpecies of fanatics, and are 
aduated by a motive infinitely more bafe and 
wicked. The ranting canting Methodift is fome- 
timcs a well-meaning madman. He now and then, 
indeed, makes ufe of the cloak of religion for the 
purpofe of fraud or fedudiion ; but, nine times out of 
teoi he has no other objeft in view than that of ob- 
taining an eafy comfortable living, without manual 
kbocrr. But the objeft of the IVIiig is to deftroy - 
every thing that is great and noble ; to eradicate from 
the human brcaft every generous^ propenfity. Envy 
VOL. I. H i9 
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Is his ruling paffion. ^^ He is never at htertVeafe^ ' 
while he fees a greater than himielf ;" and^ as he is- 
generally very little, his life is a continual warfare 
againft rank and authority. 

The American Whigs, who fcrupled not to rejoict 
at the murder of their *^ great and good ally/'. 
Louis XVI. expreflfed their difapprobation of the 
profcription of La Fayette. But this was a blot 
fcarcely perceptible in the conflellation of virtuet 
which the French Republic exhibited. The mad ha- 
rangues of the National Convention were all tran^' 
lated, and circulated through the States. The en- 
thufiafm they excited it is impoffible for me to de» 
icribe. Some of the monkey tricks of thefe times, 
will be found recorded in the following volumes ; 
but no one, not upon the fpot, can form the moft 
diilant idea of the icene which America exhibited 
from the year 179a to the year 1796. 

The Prelident and great part of the Congreft were^ 
however, far from partaking of this enthufiaftic ar- 
dour. They looked a little deeper into the matter 
than the people did. They perceived, that the 
French had already gone beyond the principles upoa 
wjiich their government, their authority, and theirs 
fakries, refted; and they were, not without reafon^^ 
apptehenfive, that, as France had followed the ex*: 
ample of America, America might follo<v the exam-^ 
pie of France. They could not, indeed, ventum 
openly to difapprove of the meafures of the rulers, 
of France; but they very wifely rcfolved Jto b© 
cautious in giving them their approbation, and to-' 
avoid, if poffible, joining France in the war againfi 
Great Britain, which they knew mud terminate in 
the deflruAion of the Federal Government, if not 
of themfelves. 

Yet, to avoid giving France any aid, and at the- 
fame time to efoipe her hoflility, which the people* 
would not, at that time, have refitted, feemcd to^ 

/be 
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be a difficult matter. The United States, by the 
treaty of the 6fh of February, 1778, had guaran- 
tied the French Weft India iflands. The articles run 
thus : 

Art. IT. The two parties guaranty mutually from the prefini 
time and for every againft all other powers, to wit, the United 
States to his Mod Chriftian Majcfty, the prefent poiFeffioni of thflf 
Crown of France in America, as well as thofe which it may ac<jiiirc 
by the future treaty of peace ; and his Moft Chriftian Majeftjr 
gtiaranties oh his part to the United States, their liberty, fore- 
i-eignty, and independence, abfoUitc and unlimited, as well in 
matters of government as commerce, and all their poflTeflions, and 
the additions, or conquefts, that their confederation may obtaia 
during the war, from any of the dominions now or heretofore 
pofTdTed by Great Britain in North America; conformable to (he 
fifth and fixth articles above- written, the whole as their poiTeffioii 
. ihall be fixed and afliired to the fatd States, at the moment of the 
ceflation of their prefent war with England. 

Art. 12. In order 10 fix more precifely the fenfe and applicatJoa 
of the preceding article, the contrafting ^parties declare, that 
hi cafe of a rupture hetvjeen France and England, the reciprocal 
guarantee declared in the faid article, fhall have its ftrll force and 
cflfe^, the moment fuch war Ihall break out ; and if fuch ruptnre 
Ihall riot take place, the mutual obligations of the faid guarantee 
ftall not commence until the moment of the ceflation of the cfre- 
fent war between the United States and England (hall have aieer- 
taintd their pofifeilions. 

Belidcs the dilemma which arofc frofn this en-* 
gagement, there was another ariling from the uncer- 
tainty of the duration of the French Republic, As 
foon, therefore, as the Prefidcnt heard, that an 
. Ambaffador from the Convention had arrived in the 
United States, he, in April, 1793, called a council 
of the principal officers of ftate, and fubmitted.to 
them the following queftions : 

Qgeftion id. Shall a proclamation iflue for the purpofet,of pre^ 
venting interferences of the citizens of the United State* 
in the war between France and Great Britain, &c. ? Shall 
it contain a declaration of neutrality, or not ? What fhall k 
contain ? 

Queflion 2d. Shall a Minifier from the Republic of France ie ft* 
ceived f 

Q^eftion 3d, If received, (hall it be abfolutcly, or wtA qtiialifii- 
cations ? and if with qualificatio&$| of wtrnt kind ? 

H2 Qseftiilri 
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Qoeftioo 4th. An tU limited States Miged iy g§4dfiuth t9 < 
JUkr the trteUin htrefffe wiode mtb Fraace eu sfplyimg f# 
the freftmi Jttmmtmm ef the peNrtUs t May they rem&mace them or 
hold t!xfii fmfptndid till the G^Pimmemt tf Frenue ihall be 
tfiahiifindf 

QgeiHon jtb. If they have the ri«ht, is it expedient to do either^ 
and which ? 

Qoeftioo 6th. If they have aa opdon, would it be a breach of 
neutrality to coDuder the treaties ftill in operation ? 

Qgeftion 7th. If the treaties are to be confidered as now in 
operation, is the guarantee in the treaty of alliance appli- 
cable to a dcfenfive war only, or to a war either oflfenfive or 
defcnfiTe ? 

Q^ftion 8th. Does the war in which France is engaged appear 
to be •fenfiiH #r defenjhe on her part ? Or of a mix^ and equi* 
vocal charader? 

QjielHon 9th. If of a mixed and equivocal chaxzdusi^ does the gmm^ 
. ramtee iu oMf event aptly to fnch a vtar t 

Qpeftion loth. What is the efied of a guarantee, fuch as that to 
be found in the treaty of alliance between the United States and 
France? 

Q^ftion I ith. Does any article in either of the treaties, prevent 
ihips of war, other than privateers, of the powers oppofed to 
France, from coming into the ports of the United States, to a& 
as convoys to their own merchantmen ? Or does it lay any other 
reftnunt upon them more than would apply to the Ihips of war 
of France? 

Q^eiBon lath. Should the future Regent of France fend a Mlntfier 
to the United States^ ought he to he received? 

Queftion 13th. Is it necraary or advifable to call together the two 
Houies oTCongrefs, with a view to the prefent polhire of 
European affairs ? If it is, what ihould be the particular obje6t| 
of fuch ZjOKikl 

Philad^fhia^ J^ril x%^ 1793* Geo. Washington. 

In this couDcil it was wifely refolved to fteer a 
ihiddle courfe. The war was determined to be a war 
of aggreflion on the part of France, and the gua* 
rantee was determined not to apply to it. It was rc^ 
folved to receive a Minifter from the Republic, 
but to enter into no compaA againft the Royal Ea- 
fnily. It was further refolved, to iflu^ a Proclama- 
tion of Neutrality, which was accordingly dooe, in 
thefe words : 

Whereas it appears, that a ftate of war cxifts betweeat 

Austria, Prussia, Sardinia, Great Britain, and the 

• • . . United 
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Vn9ted Nstksklands, of the one part, and Frakce on the 
other, and the duty and intereft of the United States require^ 
that they Ihould with fincerity and good faith adopt and purfue a 
conduct friendly and impartial towards the belligerent powers : 

I HAVB therefore thought fit by thefe pretents to declare the 
diipofition of the United States to obferve the conduct aforeiaid 
towards thofe powers refpedtively, and to exhort and warn the. 
Citizens of the United States carefully to avoid all a£ts ^pd proceed* 
ings whatfoever, which may in any mamier tend to ^otravene 
fuch diipofition* 

And I DO HEREBY alfo make known, that whofoever of the 
citizens of the United States (hail render himieif liable to puniflit^ 
ment or forfeiture under the law of nations, by committing, ^i4* 
ing, or abetting hoflilities againft any of the faid powers, or fay 
carrying to any of them thofe articles which are deemed contraban4 
by the m§d€m ufage of nations, will not receive the protedion of 
Ae United States againfl fuch punifhment or forfeiture: and fur- 
ther, that I have given inftruaions to thofe officers to whom it 
belongs to caufe profecutions to be inftituted againfl all perfona 
who wall, within the cognizance of the courts of the United States^ ' 
violate the law of nations with refpe6^ to the powers at war^ or 
any of them. 

In testimony whereof I have caufed the (eal of the^ 

United States of America to be affixed to thefe prefent9^ 

(L S.) and figned the fame with my hand. Done at the city of 

Philadelphia, the sad day of April, 1793, and of the inde* 

pendence of the United States of America^ the feventeenth. 

Geo, Washinotqn. 
A Proclamation of Neutralily was a new thing in 
tbe hiftory of the world. This was, however, a 
very wife ftep : it was intended to prevent, and it 
did prevent. Genet, the French Minifter, who had 
juft landed, from demanding of the United States a 
fulfilment of the guarantee, provided for in the 
treaty of 1778; and, if it failed in that objed, it 
was well calculated to prepare the minds of the peo- 
ple for approving of the refufal, which, if he made 
the demand, it wasrefolved to give him. All thofe 
who wilhed well to the Federal Government, and 
who dreaded the return of war, anarchy, and mi- 
fcry, accompanied with the late French improve- 
ments, approved of this Proclamation, on the 
iffuing of which the Prefident received addrefleg of 
tluinl^ from all the cQipmerpial towns, and from fe- 
ll 3 veral 
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vcral of the interior parts of the country. No fmall 
number of the addrcfles were warm in the caufe of 
France : they wiihed her to deftroy all the crowns 
and all the kingdoms upon earth : it was a glorious 
crufade, but they did not wifh to contribute aojr 
thing towards it beyond a toaft or an harangue. 

Thus prepared, the Prefideat, with great calm- 
nefs, waited the arrival of Genet, who, on his 
part, expcdled to have the fole command of the 
country in a very little time. He was furnifhed with 
inflru6lions to involve the United States in the war 
if poilible, and, at ail events, to obtain payment, 
in advance, of the debt due from the United States 
to France: the latter he, after fome time, accom- 
plilhed ; but in the former he failed. 

The attachment of the Federal Grovcrnment to a 
pacific fyflem was well known in France. Genet 
was therefore inflrudled, in cafe he fbould not be 
able to (hake this attachment either by promiies or 
•threats, to apply himfelf to the fovereign people 
themielves, whole partiality, it had been reprefcnted, 
and with but too much truth, had received a flrong 
bias in favour of the ufurpers. In order to pave the 
way for a6ling in the laft refort, he difembarked at 
a point the moil diflant from the feat of Govern- 
ment, that he might have it in his power to a6l on 
fome part of the people at leafl, before the fenti- 
ments of their Government refpe6ling him and his 
xniflion were known : he accordingly landed at 
Charlefion, South Carolina, where he remained ca- 
balling for fome time, and then proceeded to Phila- 
delphia. 

The inhabitants of Charlefton, and, indeed, of 
inofl parts of South Carolina, were admirably dif- 
pofcd for a warm reception of Genet. Not long be- 
fore his landing, a propofition had been publiftied 
for a folemn abolition of the ufe " of all ariftocrati- 
cal terms of difim£iion and rejhe£tj^ The levelkrs 

; had 
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bad evea propofed having an engagement to this 
cffcdt, printed and ftuck up in the market-places, 
coutt-houfes, &c. for the lignature of the citizens. 
In a State where fans-culottifm had already made 
fiich a prbgreTS) the animating prefetice of the Pa- 
rifian miflionary was all that could be wanted to 
complete the l^rce. 

The frigate L*Ambufcade> that brought Genet to 
America, brought alfo the news of war being de- 
clared by France againft England. The inhabitants 
of. Southern climes have never been famous for 
their wifdpm ; ^accordingly the people of Charlefion 
looked upon a prize which the Ambufcade brought 
ip with her as an earneft of fuccefs, and an indubi- 
table indication of French naval fuperiority. 

No fooner was Genet on ihore, than he began to 
*^€fiercife his powers as fovercign of the country. He 
commiffioned land and fea officers to make war 
-upon the Spanifh and Engliih ; he fitted out pri- 
vateers, and opened rendezvoufes for the enrolling 
•of bofti foldiers and failors* The French flag was ^ 
•fcen waving from the windows in this fans-culotte 
city, jufl as if it had been a fea-port of France. 
Genet was fent expreflly to engage the country to 
take a part in the war ; and fuch was his contempt 
for the Government, that he did not look upon its 
ooofent as a thing worth afking for or thinking 
.about. 

The Citizen found more volunteers than he knew 
what to do with, particularly of the higher ranks: 
Captains and Commodores, Majors and Colonels, 
flocked to his ftandard in fuch crowds, that, had he 
bad a hundred reams of paper in blank commiflions, 
•he might have filled them all up in the Slate of Ca- 
rolina. Whether thefe men of high rank and empty- 
• purfes were encouraged by the confidence) they had 
in the power of the French, or by their own in- 
£m(^iv^ bravery, I know not;, but as to. the end 

H 4 they 
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they had in ricw, there can be little doubt ; for one 
of ihcm who was aiftuated by a love of liberty, 
there were five huodred who were actuated by a love 
of plunder. Some of them longed for a dive into 
the Spanifh mines^ and, in idea, already heard the 
chinking of the doubloons ; while others were 
eyeing the Britifh merchantmen with that kind of 
fevagc defire with which the wolf furveys a herd of 
fat oxen. 

After having remained at Charkfton from the 9th 
to the 19th of Aprils '793j ^^^ fons-cuhtie Borpi 
diplomaitque marched off for Philadelphia^ where it 
arrived on the 9th of May. 

1 avoid mentioning the proceflions^ banquets^ &a 
that attended the Citizen during his journey ; nor 
ihould I think it worth while to give an account of 
his reception at the capital, were I not afTured that 
the civilians of the Rights of Man will hereafter 
quote it as a precedent in the laws of their ceremo* 
nial. 

The city had been duly prepared for this famous 
public entry by paragraphs in the papers^ an noun* 
cing the Citizen's arrival at the different ftages on the 
road, Expectation was kept on tip-toe for fevcral 
days. The beft penmen among the patriots were at 
work compofing congratulatory addrefles, and their 
choiceft orators were gargling their throats to pro* 
nounce tliem. At laft, on the happy 16th of May, 
z/alve from the cannons of a frigate lyicg in the 
pqrt, gave notice that the Citizen would foon be ar- 
rived at a place called Qray's Ferryj about three 
miles diftant from the city ; thither all the patrioticly 
difpofed went to meet him^ and efcort him to his 
dwell ing^ In the evening of the fame day there was 
what was called a meeting of the citizens of Phila- 
delphia^ when it was agreed to appoint a Committee 
tj draft an addrcfs to him. An addrefs was ac* 
cordingly prepared^ fubmitted to the lovcreign citi- 
zens. 
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isens, at a iteond meeting, highly approved of, and 
another Committee^ coniifting of about half a 
hundred perfons, appointed to carry it up. But I 
mud now avail myfelf of their own account of the 
bufinefs, feeling a^ total want of capacity to do it 
Juflice. 

^' The citizens aflembled, expreiling a delire ia 

♦' accompany their Committee in prefenting the ad- 

** drefe to the Citizen Minifter, two citizens were 

^^ difpatched to know what time it would be convc- 

** nient for him to receive it, and they returned in 

** a few minutes with the following report : * That 

^* Mr. Genet had exprefled a high fenfe of the com* 

^^ pliment intended to be paid him by the citizens 

*' of Philadelphia; that he was folicitous to avoid 

^^ giving them the trouble Of another meeting; and 

^^ that if they would accept the ipontaneous efits* 

" fions of his heart, which, however deficient in 

♦^ point of form, would not be deficient in fincerity, 

'^ as an anfwer to the addrefs, he would be happy 

^^ to receive it immediately, leaving to the enfuing 

" day th^ ceremony of a written reply/ The citi- 

^* zens teftified their approbation of the Minifier*s 

^* propofition by reiterated Jhouts of applauje. 

'^ The Committee, headed by their Chairman, 
^* and followed by an immenie body of citizens, 
" walldng three abreaft, having arrived at the City 
*^ Tavern, were introduced into the prefence ; and 
^^ after the acclamations^ as well in the hotife as in the 
" ftreetSj had ceafed, the addrefs was delivered, at 
** the dofe of which the hotife and ftrests again re* 
" founded witk congratulations and applaufe. 

" Citizen Genet, evidently affeSed with the 
f* wartnth of the public attachment^ thus conveyed, 
*^ delivered ^n extemporaneous reply, in terms 
'* which torched the feelings of every auditor, &c. 
'* It is imppifible to defcribe, with adequate energy^ 
f (be fceae that fucceede(i. Shouts aiyl falutaiions. 

*f were 
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^ were not unattended with oiher evidences of tfao 
•* cfFeA which this interefiing intiervicw had vfon 
•* ihe pajpons of the parties who were engaged in it. 
^* From the citizens in the room the Miniftor turned 
^ his attention to the citisens in the ftreef, and ad- 
•* drefll-J them in a few fliort but eniphatic fen-' 
** tences from one of the windows/' 

In this inftance we fee the fovereign people 
taking the liberty to zGt for theiufelves, while their 
fervants, the officers of GroverniCient, ftand looking 
on. What right, 1 would be glad to know, had 
the pepple of Philadelphia, <n^n Tuppofing them all 
ailembled together, to acknowledge any roan as a 
public Minifter, before he had been acknowledged 
and received as fuch by the General Government ? 
No wonder that this infolent millionary ihould con- 
ceive that that Grovernment was a mere cipher ; and 
many of thofe whp afterwards complained of his ap* 
peal to the people, fhould have recollected that they 
had encouraged him fo to do. 

For fome time after the Citixcn's arrival, there was^ 
nothing but addrefling and feafting him. It may 
iiot be amifs to give an account of one of- thefp 
treats ; the memory of fuch fcenes ihould be pre- 
fcrvcd, and often broCight into view. 

^* On Saturday laft a repuUlcati dinner was given 
•• at Oellers*s hotel, to Citizen Genet^ by a refpe6l- 
**'able number of French and American citizens. 
•" After dinner a number of patriotic toafts were 
** drunk, of which the following is a tranflation : 
** 1. Liberty and Equality. 
*' 2. The French Republic. 
" 3. The United States, &c. &c. 
" After the third toaft, ati elegant ode^ fuited to 
.** the occafion, coropofed by a young Frenchman, 
** was read by Citizen Duponceauy and univerfally 
^* applauded. The fociety, on moiiotij ordered that 
f^ Citizen Freneau Ihould tic requefled to tranflate 

" it 
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f^ it4ntp American verfe^ and that tbe onginal and 
^^ tranflation fhould be publifhed. 

" After a fliort interval, the MarfeiUois's Hynm 

f* was, upon the requeft of the citizens, fung by 

** Citizen BournonviJh^ with great tafte and fpirit, 

** the whole company joining in the chorus^ — I leave 

the reader to guefs at the harmony of this chorus, 

bellowed forth from the drunken lungs of about a 

hundred fellows of a dozen different nations* Who 

would have thought five-and-thirty years ago, when 

the inhabitants of Pennfylyania were petitioning 

King George for prote<ftion againfl the French and 

their allies, the fcalping Indians, that in the year 

1793 the people of Philadelphia would carry their 

complaifance to a French Miniftcr fo far as to ape 

his outlandifh howling in the chorus of a mur-s' 

dercr's fong ! But, to proceed with the feafl : " Two 

•* additional ftanzas to^the Marfeillois's Hymn^ com- 

<* pofed by Citizen Getiefy and fuited to the navy of 

" France, were then called for, fung, and encored. 

' " Before the finging of the Hymn, it fhould be 

" mentioned, that a deputation from thefailors of the 

^* frigate L'Ambufcade made their appearance, em* 

^« braced^ and took their feats. 

" The table was decorated with the tree and cap 
" of liberty, and with the French and American 
*^ flags. The laft toaft being drunk, the cap of li- 
" berty was placed on the head of Citizen Gene^^ 
^^ and then it frofuelJed from head to head round the 
** table [jufl as the guillotine has fince travelled 
" round France], each wearer enlivening the fcene 
^* with a patriotic fentiment. 

*^ Thefe tokens of liberty, and cJf American and 
" French fraternity, were delivered to the officers 
" and mariners of the frigate L'Ambulcade, who 
^ promifed to defend them till death.'* 

Thus rolled Genet's time away in a variety of 
fiich nonienfical, fiupid, unmeaning, childifh en- 
tertainments. 
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tertainments, as never were heard or thought of till 
Frenchmen took it into their heads to gabble about 
liberty. 

On the very day that this liberty-cap tcaft took 
pi are, the Citizen Minifter was formally recei ved| 
und acknowledged in his diplomatic capacity, by the 
Prefident of the LTntled States. There, indeed, his 
reception was not quite fo warm. He afterwards com- 
plained that the firrt objecSt that ft ruck his eye in the 
chamber was the buft of Louis XVL 

This ii lent reproof J which muftj however, be at- 
tributed to mere accident, ftung the tnfolent Genet 
to the foLiL His refenting it is a ftriking infianceof 
tliat overbemng fpirit which the rulers of the de- 
luded French have ever difcovered. Becaufc they 
had killed their King, hurled down the ftatucs of 
his anceftorSj and dug their rotten bones from the 
tomb, they had the prefumption to think that the 
governors of other nation^ ought to follow the favagc 
example. 

But a cold reception was not the rub that Genet 
tnofi complained of. The Federal Government, in- 
formed of his bold beginnings at Charlefton, made 
no doubt ttiat his infiruAions went to the engaging 
it in the war. Indeed thefe in ft ru 61 ions were made 
known from the moment of his landing; arvd it 
cannot be doubted but this had influence on the 
conduct of the Government ; for an article appeared 
in the Charlefton papers, the day after, fpecifying 
that a report had gained ground, that the Federal 
Government mu^ take a part in the wars and this 
article made its appearance at Philadelphia on the 
very day that the Prcft dent's proclamation was firft 
promulgated. 

This wile and determined ftep Genet's mafters had 

not forefeen ; or, if they did*ibreiec it, they were not 

aware that it would be taken before their miflionary 

could find time to make his warlike propoialsf. This 

a was 
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fWas a moil cruel difappointment to the Citiien, and 
completely baffled all his projects. In vain did he 
endeavour to draw the old General from his ground : 
neither promi(es nor threats had any effedl on him ; 
and Genet foon found that he had no hope but ia- 
iNDufing the people to oppofe their Government. 

A man of more penetration than Genet might 
have conceived fuch a projed feafible, from the vio- 
lent partiality that everywhere appeared towards the 
French, from the little refped teftified for the opi- 
nion of the Government, and particularly from the 
freedom, not to fay audacity, with which its condutSt^ 
iit iifuing the proclamation of neutrality, was now 
arraigned by the partifans of France* Befides, the 
Antifederal fadlion began to appear with more bold- 
nefs than ever. Genet was continually furroundcd 
with them ; and, as they fighed for nothing fo much 
as for war, they ftrengthcned him in the opinion that 
the people would ultimately decide in his favour. 

But there wanted fomething like a regular plan to 
unite their forces, and bring them to adl in concerts 

A dinner here, and a fupper there, were nothing 
at all. The drunkards went home, fnorted them- 
ielves fober, and returned to their employments. It 
was not as in France, where a fingle tap upon a 
drum-head would afleinble canaille enough to over- 
turn forty Federal Governments in the fpace of half 
a night. In America there exifled all the materials 
for a revolution, but they were fcattered here and 
there : affiliated clubs were wanting to render them 
compad and manageable, as occaiion might demand. 

Genet did not judge it prudent to give the Ame- 
rican Jacobins the fame name that had been aflumed 
by thofe in France : that would have been too glar- 
ing an imitation. Demotratic was thought lefs of- 
fenfive, at the fame time that it was well adapted to 
a (bciety of men who were about to fet themfelves 
up for the watch-dogs of a Government, which they 

pretended 
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pretended was already become too ariftocraticj ancl 
was daily growing more fo ; but that a Demctarat 
tvas but another name for a Jacobin no one bad the 
folly to deny, when, afterwards, fomc of thefe very 
clubs were known to fend petitions for having their 
names entered on the regiftcrs of the Jacobin dub at 
Paris. 

The mother club, in America, met at Philadel- 
phia on the 3d of July, 1793, about fix or feveri 
weeks after Genet's arrival in the city, during which 
fpace, it is well afcertained, more than twenty thoU" 
fofid louts d^ors had been dillributed. 

As to thofe who placed themlblves at the head of 
the Democrats, fpeaking of them generally, they 
were very little efteemed, either as private or public 
charaflers. Few of them were men of property, and 
luch as were, owed their pofleflions to fome cafual 
circumftance, rather than to family, induftry, or ta- 
lents. The bulk of political reformers is always 
compofed of needy, difcon tented men, too indolent 
or impatient to advance themfclves by fair and honcft 
means, and too ambitious to remain quiet in obfcu- 
rity. Such, with very few exceptions, are thofe wh6 
have appeared among the leaders of the Americarr 
Jacobins *. 

* 'th^ officers, as they were called, of the mdther dnb, and whcr 
muft ever be looked upon (under Genet) as the chief inftnimenti 
in founding the fed, were ; 

David RiTTEN HOUSE, Pr^rtV/?/. 
William CoAts, \t^ ry cj^.. 

ChAKLES BiDDLE, r "*-P''-^''*''«- 

James Hutchinson, "* 
Alexander J.Dallas, 
Michael Leib, 
Jonathan Sergeant, 
David Jackson, 
Israel Israel, Treafurer, 
T. Porter, 1 o ^ • 

1'. S. DUFONCEAU, r'^-'^"'-"^- 

Thefe names Ihould never be forgotlcn. 

I Thef- 
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The efffeib of the inftitution foon became appa- 
f ^nt from one end of the United States to the other. 
The blaze did not indeed communicate itfelf with. 
]fuch rapidity 2$ it had done in France, nor did it 
rage with fo much fnry when it had caught ; but this 
^ XQufl be afcribed to the nature of the materials, and 
not to any want of art or raaUce on the part of the 
'^incendiaries. The Americans are phlegmatic, flow 
i-to aidl ; extremely cautious, and difficult to be de- 
wceived. However, fuch was the indefatigablenefs of 
^he Democratic Clubs, that I venture to lay, without 
/ running the rilk of contradidlion, that more enmity. 
'^ to the General Government was excited in the fpace 
^ of fix months, by the barefaced correfpondence and 
^refolves of thefe clubsj than was excited againfl the 
^ Colonial Gf^vernment at the tii^e of the declaration of 
independence. 

The leading objeft was to flimulate the people to, 

a clofe imitation of the French revolutionifts, who 

I:iad jaft then begun the career of pure unadulterated 

fans-culottifm. Every a6l or expreffion that bore 

the marks of politenefs or gentility foon began to be 

looked upon, to ufe their own words, as a fort of 

^a^ repuMicani/me. All the new-fangled terms of the 

regenerated French were introduced and made ufe 

of* The word citizen, that (talking- horfe of modern 

Ubcrty-men, bcciame alraofl: as common in America 

M ki Prance. People, even people of fenfe, began 

to accuftom themfelves to bc-citizen each other in 

^s fiiameful a manner as the red-headed ruffians of 

the Pauxbourg St. Antoine. 

The news-printers were, in fome fort, the teachers 
of this new cant ; and it was diverting enough fome- 
times to obferve their embarraffinent in rendering the 
French political jargon into Englifh. One of them 
having a wedding to announce, lound himfelf at a 
fiand when he came to the word citoyerme. Our 
good anceilors had not forefeen thefe days of equa^ 
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lrty» and had therefore never thought of a tertniiiatlon 
to exprefs the feminine of a freeman. To iay that 
Citizen A* was married to Citizen B. would have had 
a brutal found, even in the ears of a Jacobin, and 
therefore the ingenious newfman invented a termi'^ 
nation, and his paragraph ran thus : <' On ■' 

*• Citizen was married to Citefs — by 

« Citizen ." 

The citizens of France had juft given lignal proof 
of their patriotic valour, in making war upon the old 
bufis and (latues of their kings and nobles ; and thofe 
of America were determined not to be behindhand 
with them, as far as lay in their power. Lord Chat* 
ham's flatue, erected by the people of Charlefion, 
South Carolina, as a mark of their efieem for the 
part he took in pleading the caufe of America, was 
drawn up into the air, by means of a jack and pullies, 
and abfolutely hanged, not until it was dead, but till 
the head feparated from the body *. The ftatue of 
Lord Bottetourt, a piece of exquifite workmanihip^ 
which flood in the town-houfe of Wil]iamiburgb« m 
Virginia, was beheaded by the ftudents of that place ; 
and every mark of indignity, fuch as ignoble minds 
can fhow, was heaped on the refemblance of a man, 
to w^hom the fathers of thefe Undents had yielded all 
poffible teflimony of love and efl:eem. 

The rage for re-hapifm^ as the French call it, alfo 
fpread very far. An alley at Boflon, called Rayal 
Exchange Alley ^ and the flump of a tree in the limie 
town, which had borne the name oi Royal^ were re- 
baptized with a vaft deal of formality : the former 
'was called Equality Lane, and the latter Liberty Stump. 

♦ A ftatue of his Lordfliip was erected at New-York, in gratitude 
for his oppolition to the meafurcs of his Majcft> 's minifters for 
reducing the Americans to obedience. But this (latue alfo was 
hcbeaded^ and the materials of which it was compoled, the people, 
}n a merry mood, employed in the ereftion, not of a temple ot FanaCf 
but a tempi© of Cloaci/ia! — What a Icflbn for iwixxxe patriots J 

At 



mOM i;8^ TO 1794. 1x3 

At Nc^-York the names of leveral ftrects and places 
were changed: Queen Sfree^ bcceime Pearl S^reef ; and 
JfCing Street J Liberty Street. 

Thofe who were unacquainted with the influence 
of the Democrafic Clubs, were aftonifhad at thefe 
marks of political infanity. Indeed, the follies of the 
French feenied to be wafted over the inftant they had 
birth j and the different diftri(5ls appeared to vie with 
each other in adopting them. The delirium feized 
even the women and children ; the former began to 
talk about liberty and equality in a good mafculine 
%]e: I have heard more than one young woman^ 
under the age of twenty, declare that»they would 
willingly have dipped their hands in the blood of the 
Queen of France. A third part of the children^ at 
leaft. Was deciorated, like their wife (ires, in tri-co* 
loured cockades. *' Danfons la Carmagnole ^^^ pro- 
nounced in a broken accent, was echoed through 
every ftreet and every alley of Philadelphia, by both 
boys and girls. Some ingenious democratic poet had 
compofjbd the following lines : 

*^ EnglilhniaQ no bon for me, 
** Frenchman fight for liberty.'* 

This dillich, which at once fhows the prevailing 
fentiments, and exhibits an infiance of that kind of 
jargon which was become fafhionable, was chanted 
about by young and old. Poor devils ! thought I 
when I ufed to hear them, little do you know about 
liberty ! 

Nor were marks of ferocity wanting. At a dinnet 
at Philadelphia (at which Governor Mifflin was pre- 
fcnt) a toafiedpg became the reprefentative of Louis 
XVI. and it being the anniverfary of his murder, the 
pig*8 head was f vered from his body, then carried 
roand'to each of the convives, who, dfter placing the 
liberty-cap upon his own head, pronounced the word 

VOL. I. I tyrant^ 
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tyrant^ and gave the poor little grunter*8 head a chopr 
with his knife*. 

It is jull, however, to obfrrve, that a very great 
majority of the people of America abhorred thcfede- 
monltrations of a fanguinary fpirit; nor would it 6e 
going too far to affert, that two thirds of the Demo^ 
crats were foreigners, landed in the United States 
lincc the war. The charge that attaches to the 
people in general, is, that thefe things were fuffcred 
to pafs unreprovcd. The friends of order and of hu- 
manity were dilatory; like perfons of the fame dc- 
fcription in France, they fecmed to be waiting till 



^ Never was the memory of any man fo cruelly infulted as that 
of this monarch. He was guillotined in efiigy, in the capital of 
the Union, twenty or thirty times every day, during one whole 
winter, and part of the fummer. Men, women, and childreii^ 
flocked to this tragical exhibition, and not a tingle paragraph ap? 
uearcd in the papers to (liame them from it.— -Much has been 
laid about the cruelty of Engli/hjports^ and the humane Frenchhavc 
now and then (ligmatized them as barbarians, for the delight they 
take in feeing a pair of courageous animals fpur each other t0 
death; nay, the charge has been often repeated by Americans; 
but I defy both French and Americans to bring me an inftance of 
cruelty from the EngliQi fports, that will bear a comparifon with 
the eadiibition above mentioned. 

One cannot think of this exhibition without refle^ng on the 
honours that I.ouis formerly received on the fame fpot. On the 
triumphal arch that wasereded at Philadelphia, in 1783, was a bdl 
of Ijouis XVJ* with this mutto : 

Mkrkndo memores facit. 

//// tijcrlt makes us remember him, ' 
On another part of the aich were the Three Lilies^ the arms of 
France, with this motto : 

Gloriam super ant. 

^hey exceed in glory , 
When a reprefentation of this triumphal arch was fent to the 
King of France, what wouW he have done to one of his courtierSf 
who Hiouid have faid to him : " Sire, be not too vain ; depend 
«' not too much on the (incerity of the Americans ; for ten years 
*« from this day they XviiMliake hands with your murderers, and on 
«* the very fpot where this arch was eredcd, they will murder 
•* you in effigy ; and thefe Ijlies, now furpaffing in glory^ will they 
«< trample under foot." 

the 
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i^he fons of equality came to cut their throats; and 
if they have finally efcaped, it is to be afcribed to 
iDcre chance, or to anything rather than to their own 
exertions. 

While the Democratic Societies were thus poifon- 
ing the minds of the people, familiarizing^ them to in* 
furredtion and blood. Genet was not idle. He had 
furfounded himfelf with a troop of horfe,enlifled and 
embodied in Pliiladelphia. Thefe were, in general, 
iPrenchmen ; and no one can doubt but they were in- 
tended to a6V, either on the ofFenfive or defenfive, as 
occafion might require. This force rendered his ad- 
herents bold ; they threw off all referve, and iffued 
their invitations to rebellion with an unfparing hand, 
^he clubs at a diflance followed the example, and, 
in fome inftances, improved upon it. 

As the Democrats increafed in ftrength and ini- 

pudence, other men grew timid. No one ventured 

to whifper his difapprobation of the conduct of the 

French ; every one, even of their moft favage a6ls, 

was applauded; robbery and murder were called 

national juftice in America as well as in France. 

The people, properly fo called, were fairly cowed 

down, and things feemed as ripe for a revolution 

here as they were in PVance in the month of July, 

1790. 

The country was faved from this dreadful fcourge 
by the hafty indiftretion of the Citizen Miniftcr. The 
light-headed Frenchman was intoxicated with his 
fuccefs, and conceived that the moment was arrived 
for him to fet ihe Government at defiance, and call 

f OD the people for fupport. But no fooner had he ex- 
JMttficd his intention of " appealing from the Brefi-* 

i " dent to the fovereign people," than he found he 
liad been too fanguine. 

Genet's infolence produced a complaint on the 
part of the American Government, and this com- 
plaint \ai^ produced Jhis recallt THe corner-ilone of 

I a the 
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the Jacobin affiliation being removed, every one cxt- 
pedled Ihc fuperftru6lure lo fall to the ground. 

But as Fauchef, the fucceHbr of Genet, trod ex- 
actly in his ftcps, though with a little more caution^ 
the Democratic Clubs made not the leaft hefitation in 
transferring their obedience, from one Minifter to the 
other. Indeed, all the difciples of the new-light 
philofophy are made of the fame commodious kind 
of fluff. All that they do is, to aik who dircdlsthc 
ilorm of anarchy, and they iiiftantly become his ar- 
dent admirers, if not his tools. In this refpedt, no 
fet of beingSy I cannot call them men, ever ap- 
proached fo near to the herd of Paris, as did the De- 
mocrats of America. One day faw the fadlion of 
feriflbt exalted to the Ikies, and the very next faw 
the fame compliments, the very fame turgid efFu- 
fions of patriotic admiration^ heaped on their mur- 
derers. From the firft aflfembling of the States Ge- 
neral to this very hour, every leader, while he con- 
tinued fuch, has been the god of thofe wretches who 
nowadays ftyle themfelves patriots. I have feen a 
bundle of Gazettes publi(hed all by the fame man, 
wherein Mirabeau, Fayette, Briflbt, Danton, Robe- 
fpierre, and Barras, are all panegyrized and execrated 
in due fucceffion ; nor do I yet defpair of living to 
.fee Bonaparte added to the lift. The verfatile mob 
of Paris, who firft canonized Mirabeau and Voltaire, 
and afterwards fcattered their remains to the v^inds ; 
and who, after having given Marat's ugly carcafs a 
place in their temple of Fame, and his name to a city, 
dug him up, put his afhes into a jordnn, by way of 
xxTQy and then threw them into the-common lewer; 
this.^ verfatile, flupid, and venal mob, does not. fur- 
pafs in eitl)er quality, the democratic news printers inf 
the United States of America *. 
Tho 

* I am a^\ are that the Americans will recriminate here, and in- 
Cit that this tiefcriptioii applies, with equal aptaefs^.to the EngUJk 
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<r The unremitted exertioils of fo many turbulent 
ixien aa were enrolled in the Democratic Societies, 
could not fail to throw the whole countrj^ into a fer- 
ment. They did not, however, fucceed in produ- 
cing an open revolt till the fummer of 1794, whca 
the people in the Wefiern Counties of Petmjyhafda 
were encouraged by them to refift, by force of arms, 
the law for coUedling an excife on home-diililled 
i^irits *- 

The 



news-printers. Granted, with all my heart ! Not only to fomey but 
marfy all. There is one Perry, who publifhes in London a 
paper called the Morning Chronicle^ who is many degrees lower 
than Brown or Duane. 

Nor are other admirers of the French regicides and tifurpers 
lefs verfatile or lefs bafe in England than in America* The roagh- 
headed wretches, who now gaze with ecflacy on the pi6^iire of the 
murderer of the Alexandrians, would, were he hurled from his 
•throne^ join in rejoicing at his fall, in execrating his memory, and 
in extolling his fuccei&r, provided that fucceflor were a republi* 
can, an inndel, and a fwom enemy of their country. With fhame 
be it fpoken, men of this difpofition are not few in number, and 
are too often found in places where one might expert to meet 
^th fincerity, religion, and loyalty. 

♦. To convince any candid man, that the Weftern Infurgents 
were connected with the Democratic Societies, and were, by thofe 
Societies, encouraged to take up arms againil the Government^ 
there needs nothing more than the following extradt from the pro- 
ceedings of the mother club : 
*^ At a Meeting of the Democratic Society of Pennfylvania, held 

at Philadelphia, on the 8th day of May, in the year 17949 and 

of American Independence the nineteenth ; 

♦* Refolved, as the opinion of this Society, That the infant manu- 
fadones of this countiy require the foftcring care of Government ; 
and that thofe articles of domeftic manufacture which are propofed, 
in a Report, to the Houfe of Reprcfenrativcs of the Unite 1 States 
to be excifed, cannot bear the burden; and that fuch a tax will 
tend to the ruin of many individuals and the impoverifhing of the 
Cfountry. 

** Refolved, as the opinion of this Society, That taxations by excife 
has ever been juftly abhorred by freemen ; that it is a fyftem at- 
tended with numerous vexations, op^ns the door to manifold 
/rauds, and is moft expenfive in its collection. It i? alfo highly 
^bjc^ionable, by the nr.mber of officers it renders uecefla ry, ever 
* . 13 ready 



lift SUMMARY VIEW 

The difcontcnts with rcfpeA to this law were, in- 
deed, of fome itanding. The law was pailcdin 
1790, and fevcral ]:)etitions and remonftrapces had 
been preferred againft it daring the years 1792 and 
1793, Congrcfs was compelled to begin a fyfiem of 
direct taxation, the commerce having already been 
overcharged, without producing a revenue fufficient 
to defray the expenfes of Government, and the in^ 
tereft of the national debt. The excife was far froip 
being oppreffive in itfelf, or injurious in its tendency ; 
but it was odious, and it had been rendered fo by thofe 
vpry perfons by whom it was impofed. The artAil mif- 
reprefentations, which the leading Whigs made ufe 
pf to alienate the afFcflions of the Americans froni 
their fovereign, were now brought into operation 
againfi thcmfelves. Seventeen years had not effaced 
ifrom the memorj' of the. people thofe inflammatory 
harangues that were made againfl a three- penny duty 
upon tea; and if thcfc verbal cffulions of fe'dition 
had been forgotten, there unfortunately exifted 
printed documents for the complainants to refer to. 
One of their rcmonltrances contained this remark- 
able pafTage : ^ If, in our opinion of the nature and 

* confequences of fuch a f) ftem, we have erred, the 

* error has been (aught us hy a Congrefs of the United 

* States, of which George Washington was a 
^ member, and which has not been exceeded in 

* wifdom, virtue, or patriotifm, by any political 
^ body lince knqwn to the Union. In the addre/s 



ready to join in a firm phalanx to fupport Government even in 
unwarrantable meafurcs. 

** Refolyed, That we cheei fully concur in the fentiments cx- 
preiTed by our fellow-citizens at a general meeting this evening ; 
and will join in any conrtitutional meafures to prevent the final 
adoption of the fy flem of excife now contemplated by Congrefs, 
*' By order of the Society, 

" J. Smith, Prefident pro tern. 
V G. Booth, Secretary." 

' tranifmitted 



€ 
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' franfmittcd by Congrefs to the inhal itants of Ca- 

* nada, in the month of October, 1 774, it is empha- 
^ tically declared, ** You are fubjecSted to the ioipo- 

iition of Excises, the /iorror of all free States \ thus 

* wrefting your property from you, by the moft odious 

* of taxesy and laying open to infolent tax-gatherers 

* houfes, fcenes of domeftic peace and comfort, and 

* callfed the caftles of Englifti fubjedls, in the books 

* of their law'V 

Thus (exclaimed an old Tory, at the time when 
thisremonftrance wasprefented), thus has W ASHiNlh- 
TON liv€d to fee the very words which he employed 
to urge the Canadians to rebel again ft their and his 
fovereign, made ufe of to ftir up rebellion againft 
himfelf, ** Behold, hetravaileth with iniquity, and 
" iiath conceived mifchief, and brought forth falfe*- 
^* hood. He made a pit, and digged it, and is 
*^ fallen into the ditch which he made. His mifchief 
" Ihall return upon his own head, and his violent 
" dealing fliall come down upon his own pate," 

If the old man remembered fo much of Holy 
Writ, of which I much doubt, this denunciation of 
the Pfalmift mufl have occurred to him on the break- 
ing out of the Weftern Infurredtion. I well remem- 
ber hearing him deliver to Congrefs, the fpecch in 
which he detailed the rife, progrefs, and termination 
of the revolt *t Shame feemed to have no fmall 
Ihare in his feelings^ and when he came to name the 
particular counties that had revolted, which, unfor- 
tunately, were thofe of Washington and Fayette, 
he faltered, and trembled like a criminal reading his 
confeflion. What a train of ideas muft thofe names, 
pronounced on fuch an occafion, have excited in 
the minds of his hearers ! At that moment what 
would he not have given to wipe away the remem- 
brance of his deeds ? 

* Vol. ii,p. 158, 

14 But 
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But though the weltern difcontents certainly owed 
their rife to thole principles, which were incqlcated 
during the rebelhon againfl the mother-country, 
they probably never would have produced an open 
infurredtion, had it not been for the encouragement 
the malcontents received from the Democratic Socie- 
ties. By means of this affiliation, they conveyed 
their pretended grievances to every corner of the 
Union, whence they indantly received aifuranccs of 
aid and fupport from the clubs ; and thus prompted,* 
they at laft, after two years fpent in refolves, remon<f 
Frances, and threats, took up arms againft the Go- 
vernment, following, in all things, the precepts 
and example of thofe who had firft taught tbcm 
tie holy righf af inJurreSion *. 

♦ For an account of the progrcfs and termination of thelnfur- 
rcftion, fee Western Insuriection, vol.L 

Mr. Jay's miffion to England has been purpofely omitted ia thi* 
Sunamary, as it is fully treated of in the iubfequcnt fa6ts, patticu-^ 
larly the Proceedings relative to the Britiih Treaty, vol, ii. p. 233: 
gnd ina Little Plain Englifl], vol. ii. p. 281, ^ 
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TO 

POCTOR PRIESTLEY. 



W HILE the Infqrreaion in the Weftern Coun- 
ties of Pcniifylvania was upon the point of breaking 
out, podtor Prieftley arrived in America, and added 
one more to the partilans of France. Upon his 
arrival he was addrefied by ieveral Societies of 
fcoundreI$, under various denominations. But be^ 
fore I infert the addreiTes, which he received in Ame- 
rica, I mud give a place to one that was delivered 
to him upon his leaving Europe. 

5T5^ Society of United Irijhmen of Duhlin, to Jofefi 
Pmjiley, JL. L. D. 
Sir, 
Suffer a Society \vhich has beep calumniated as 
devoid of all fenfe of religiop> l^vy, or morality, to 
fympat^iize with one whom calumny of a limilar 
kind i$ about to c^rive from his i^ative ]an(]> a land 
which he has adorned and enlightened in almofl: 
every branch of liberal literature and of ufeful philo- 
fophy. Xhe epaigration of Dodpr Prieftley will form 
a ftriking hiflorical fe6l, by which alone future ages^ 
will learn to eftimate truly the temper of the prefent 
times,— rYour departure will not only give evidence 
q( the injury which philofophy and literature have 
|rec9lve4 in your perfon, but will prove that accu- 
mulation 
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mulation of petty difquietudes, which has robbed 
your life of its zeft and enjoyment ; for, at your age, 
no one would willingly embark on llich a voyage j 
and fure we arc, it was your own wifh and prayer, 
to be buried in your native rountrj% which contains 
theduft of your old friends, SaviUe, Price, Jebb.and 
Fothergill. But be cheerful, dear Sir ; you are going 
to a happier world — the world of Wafliington and 
Franklin, 

In idea, we accompany you. We ftand near you 
xi^hilc you are fctting fail. We watch your eyes that 
linger on the white cliffs, and we hear the patri- 
archal blcffing which your foul pours out on the 
land of your nativity, the afpiration that afcends to 
God for its peace, its freedom, and its profpcrity. 
Again do wc participate in your feelings on firft 
beholding nature in her nobleft fcenes and grandcft 
features, on finding man bufied in rendering himfclf 
worthy of nature ; but more than all, on ciontcm- 
plating with philofophic prefcience, the coming pe- 
riod when thofc vaft inland feas ihall be (badowcd 
with fails, when the St. Lawrence and MiffilEppi 
Ihall flretch forth their arms to embrace the conti-r 
nent in a great circle of interior navigation ; when 
the Pacific Ocean fhall pour into the Atlantic ; whca 
man will become more precious than fine gol^, and 
when his ambition fhall be to fubdue the elemients, 
not to fubjugate his fellow-creatures, to maker fire, 
water, earth, and air, obey his bidding, but to leave 
the pure ethereal mind, as the fole thing in nature 
free and incoercible. 

Happy indeed would it be, were men in power to 
recollect this quality of the human mind. Suffer us 
to give them an example from a fcience of which 
you are a mighty matter; that attempts to fix the ele- 
ment of mind, only increafe its adivity, and that 
to calculate what may be from what has been, is a 
very dangerous deceit. Were all the faltpetre in India 

monopolized , 
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inoniopolized, this would only make chemical re^ 
fearches more ardent and fuccefsful. The chalky 
earths would be fearched for it, and nitre-beds would 
be mad^ in every cellar and every ftable. Did' not 
that prove fufficient, the genius of cbemiftry would 
find in a new fait a fubftitute for nitre, or a power 
fuperior to it. It requires greater genius than Mn 
Pitt feems to poflefs, to know the wonderful refources 
of mind, when patriotifm animates philofophy, ^nd 
all the arts and Iciences are put under a ftate of re- 
quifition, when the attention of a whole fcientific 
people Is bent to multiplying the means and inftru- 
ments of deftru(9ion, and when philofophy rifes in a 
roafs to drive on the wtdge of war. A black pow- 
der has changed the military art, and, ip a great 
degree, the manners of mankind. Why rtiay not the 
fame fcience which produced it produce another 
powder, which, inflamed under a certain comprelTion, 
might impel the air,foas to fhakedown theftrongefl 
towers, and fcatter deftrudlion ? 

But you are going to a country of fcience, that is 

turned to better ufes. Your change of place will 

give room for the matchlefs ad^ivity of your genius; 

and you will take a fublime pleafure in beftowingon 

Britain the benefit of your future difcoveries. As 

matter changes its form, but not a particle is ever 

loft, fo the principles of virtuous minds are equally 

imperiftiable ; and your change of fituation may 

even render truth more operative, knowledge more 

productive, and, in the event, liberty itfelf more unU 

verfal. Wafled by the wind, or toft by the waves, 

the feed that is here thrown out as dead, there fhoots 

up and fiourifhes. It is probable that emigration to 

America, from the firft fettlement downward, has 

not only ferved the caufe of general liberty, but will 

eventually and circuitoufly ferve it even in Britain. 

What mighty events have arifen from that germ 

ivhich might once have been fuppofed to be loft for 

ever 
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ever in the woods of America, but thrown upon the 
bofom of nature ! the breath of God revived it, and 
the world has gathered its fruits. 

Even Ireland has contributed her fhare to the li- 
berties of America; and while purblind fiateiincn 
ivere happy to get rid of the flubborn Frefbyterians 
of the North, they little thought that they were 
ierving a good caufe in another quarter. — ^Yes ! the 
volunteers of Ireland ftill live — they live acrofs the 
Atlantic. Let this idea animate us in our fufTerings; 
and may the pure principles and genuine lufire of 
the Britifh confiitution, rcile6led from their coafls^ 
penetrate into our cells and dungeons! 

Farewell, great and good man ! great by your 
mental powers, by your multiplied literary labours^ 
but greater flill by fhofe houfehold virtues which 
form the only fecurity for public conduct, by thoie 
mild and gentle qualities, which, far from being averfe 
to, are moft frequently attended with fevere and in- 
flexible patriotifm, riling like an oak above a modeil 
maniion. — Farewell — but before you go, we hfiieecfa a 
portion of your parting prayer to the Author of good, 
for Archibald Hamilton Rowan, the pupil of Jebb, 
our brother, now fufFering imprifonment, and for all 
thofe who have fuffered, and are about to fufFer in the 
fame caufe — the caufe of impartial and adequate 
reprefentation — the caufe of the conftitution. Pray 
to the beft of Beings for Muir, Palmer, Skirving, 
Margarot, and Gerald, who are now, or will i^ortly 
be, croffing, like you, the bleak ocean, but to a bar-*- 
barous land ! pray that they may be animated \vith 
the iame fpirit which, in the days of their fathers, 
triumphed at the flake, and (hone in the midft of 
flames ! Melancholy indeed it is, that the milcjpft 
and mofl humane of all religions ihould have been 
lb perverted as to hang or burn men in ofder to l^eep 
them of one faith. 

It is equally melancholy, that (the mofl defcrvedly 

extolled 
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extolled of civil conftitutions fhould recur to fimilar 
modes of coercion, and that hanging and burning 
are not now employed, principally becaufe meafures 
apparently milder are confidered as more efFetSlual. 
Farewell ! foon may you embraee your fons on the 
American Ihore, and Waihington tal^e you by the 
hand, and the ftiade of Franklin look down with 
calm delight on the firft ftatefman of the age ex- 
tending his protedlion to its firft philofopher*. 
Dublin, March 28, 1794. 

Tammany 

* The following article appeared in the American papers juft 
after the Doctor's knding : 

•* An elegant filver ink-fland, with the following infcription, 
" was prefented to Do<5tor Prieftley, by three young gendenien of 
" the Univerfity of Cambridge. 
** 7^ y^/^f^ Fr'uJiUy^ L.L, D. t^c, on his departure into exiltyfrom 

*' a few Members of the Univerfity of Cambridge^ luho regret that 

** thii expre/fion of their ejieem Jbould be occafioned by the iugrati' 

•* tude of their country ^ 

The. following Addrefs is alfo worth preferring : 
Addrefs from the Sheffield Conftitutiohal Society, tranfmitted to 

Mr. Mofiat, Solicitor for Mcffrs. Muir and Palmer, which he 

prefented to Meflrs. Muir, Palmer, Skirving, and Margarot, on 

board the Surprife tranfport, bound tor Botany Bay. 
To Meffii. Muiry Palmer^ Skirvingy and Margarot* 
•' Generous Patriots, 

" The Sheliield Conftitutionai Society approaches you with ve- 
neration. This letter comes not fraught with pity, condolence, 
and coniblation ; no, our pity we reierve for your pcrfecutors, 
condolence and confolation we need for ourfeives : our lofs is 
greater than yours. You are only baniQied from a country, which, 
however dear, is Unworthy of youj we are deprived of your 
abilities, of your virtues, and of your examples ; and though you 
be doomed to fweat under the yoke of bondage, are our chains 
lels galling than yours, becaufe the name of liberty is branded on 
the hooks ? 

** At this mournful moment of feparation, wc fympatbize, though 
we feel your fuffinings. Yet pardon us : we weep not for you, but 
for ourfeives, for our children, for our orphan country, thus fud- 
denly deprived, by a tyrannical decree, of four of its fathers, at 
one rending pang. Our hearts are too full to fay much : your 
comforts repofe within the fanduaries of your own bofoms, fccure 
.from the reach of all the tyrants of eatth and hell. 
^ *• May the great Father cf Mercies ftretch forth his omnipotent 

arm. 
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Tammany Society of New- York. 
Monday evening the Committee appointed byth^ 
Tammany Society Io addrefs I heir congratula- 
tions, &c. to the Rev. Joseph Priestley, hav- 
ing reported their Addrefs, and his anfwer thereto, 
and that the th ft oi>portunity had been taken to 
wait on liim agrecahly to their diredllon, the So- 
ciety refolved unanimoufly nhc publication of 
their Report. 

To the Rev. Jofrph Priejiley, L. L. D. 
A numerous body oi freemen, who affociate to 
cultivate among them the love of liberty and the en- 
arm, to guard you acrofs the patbiefs ocean! may he fend his 
angel to prepare your way, in the bleak and inhofpitable region^ 
whither you are bound ! and oh, if it be his iovereign plesuuFC, 
may that guardian angel, and that omnipotent arm, ioon, foon 
reflore you triumphant to your regcnerattd country ! 

*• Our prayers, our thanks, our hearts, attend you ; forget not us, 
but frequently, when the cruti toils of the day ai*e over, in ihe 
cool of the evening, as you wander tok'Cther, converfing, or medi* 
tate alone on the melancholy fliores of Nevv-HolJand, turn yout 
affectionate eyes towards the land of your nativity, and blefs youc 
unlortunate country. Then, amongotherdear friends, and tender 
connexions, which bleeding memory will renew, remember your 
bumble followers, your younger brethren, the patriots of bhefiield* 
Farewell. 
** (Signed by order of the Committee of the 
Sheffield Conftitutional Sociay,) 

" William Bromhead, Secretary." 
To the Mcmhcrs of the Conftitutional Society of Sheffielth 
•* Permit me to exprefs my fenlc of the honour you have con* 
feried upon me. Next to the peace of my own confciencc, do I 
regard the approbation of my fellow-citizens. That by my humble 
exertions in the caufe of freedom I have attracted fomc portion of 
notice from men who afpire to be free, under every form of fuf* 
fering, Ihall be my confolation and my pride. 

*' That you, in co-operation with virtuous citizens, may accom* 
plifti a reform in the reprefcn ration of the people in Parhament, 
is my ardent prayer ; for in this objeft alone, under Divine Provi* 
dence, do I behold what can fave this nation from the horrors of 
opprelTioii, of anarchy, and of blood. 

*' I bth March^ 1 7 94, Surf rife Tranf^ori^ Thomas Muir. 

for Botany Baj, " 

j<Jyment 
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joymcnt of the happy republican government under, 
which they live, and who^ for fevcral years, have 
been known in this city by the name of Tammany 
Society, have deputed us a Committee, to expreft 
to you their pleafure and congratulations on yoiic 
fafe arrival in this country. 

Their venerable anceftors efcaped, as yoq have 
done, from the perfecutions of intolerance, bigotry, 
and defpotifra; and they would deem thcmfelvcs an 
unworthy progeny, were they not highly interefted 
in"your lafety and happinefs. 

It is not alone becaufe your various wfeful publi- 
cations evince a life devoted to literature, and the 
induflrious purfuit of knowledge ;- not only beeauie 
your numerous difcoveries in nature are fo efficient 
to the progreflion of human happinefs ; but they 
have long known you to be the friend of mankind, 
and, in defiance of calumny and malice, anaflertor 
of the rights of confcience, ajnd the champion of 
civil and religious liberty. 

They have learned with regret and indignation 
the abandoned proceedings of thofe fpoilers who 
deftroyed your houfe and goods, ruined your phi- 
lofophical apparatus and library, committed to the 
flames your manufcripts, pried into the fecrets of 
your private papers, and, in their barbarian fury, 
put your life itfelf in danger. They heard you 
alfo, with exalted benevolence, return unto them 
** bleflings for curfes ;'* and while you thus exem- 
plified the undaunted integrity of the patriot, thfe 
mild and forbearing virtues of the Chriftian, they 
hailed you vi6lor in this magnanimous triumph over 
your enemies. 

You hav^ fled from the rude arm of violence, 

from the flames of bigotry, from the rod of lawlefs 

power ; and you fhall find refuge in the boTom of 

freedom, of peace, and of Americans. 

You have left your native land, a country, doubt- 

I lefs. 
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left, ever dear to you ; a country for who{eidiprov<f^ 
men! in virtue and knowledge you have long dtlih^ 
tercfledly laboured, for which its rewards are \n^ 
gratitude, injuflice, and banifhment ; a country^ 
although now prefenting a profpe6t frightful to th^ 
eye of hunianity, yet once the nurfe of fciencc, o^ 
arts, of heroes, and of fireemen ; a country which, 
although at prefent apparently felf devoted to de-^ 
ilru<9ion, we fondly hope may yet tread back the 
Aeps of infamy and ruin, and once more riie con* 
ipicuous among the free nations of the earth. 

In this advanced period of your life, when nature 
demands the fweets of tranquillity, you have been 
conftrained to encounter the tempcftuous deep, to 
riik difappointed profpe<5ls in a foreign land, to give 
up the fatisfad\ions of domedic quiet, to tear your- 
iclf from the friends of your youth, from a nu- 
merous acquaintance, who revere and love you^ 
and will long deplore your lofs. 

We enter, Sir, with emotion and fympathy into 
the numerous iacrifices you muft have made to an 
undertaking which fo eminently exhibits our country 
as an afylum for the perfecuted and opprefled ; and 
into thofe regretful fenfibilities your heart expe- 
rienced when the Ihores of your native land were 
leffening to your view. 

Alive to the impreffions of this occafion, we give 
you a warm and hearty welcome into thefe United 
States; we truft a country worthy of you, where 
Providence has unfolded a fcene as new as it is au- 
guft, as felicitating as it is unexampled. The en- 
joyment of liberty, with 'out one difgraceful excep- 
tion, pervades every clafs of citizens. A catholic 
and fiocere fpirit of toleration regulates fociety^ 
which rifes into zeal when the facrcd rights of hu- 
manity are invaded. And there exifts a fentiment - 
of free and candid inquiry, which difdains theihackles 
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bf tradition, promifing a rich harveft of improve- 
jEttent, and the glorious triumph of truth. 

We hopb, Sir, that the great Being, whofe laws 
and work^ you have made the iiudy of your life> 
ijrill fmile upon and blefe you, l^ftore you lo every 
^ionneftic and phiiofophieai enjoyment, profper you 
in every undertaking bbtoeficial to mankind, tendet 
you, as you have bceii of your own, the ornament 
oif thw country, and crown you at laft with im^^ 
mortal felicity and honour *• 

To ihe Mdfnbers cf the TaWnar^ Society ofNew-forh 

GENTLfi]!^.£N, 

1 think myfelf greaily honoured, flying a^ I do 
from ill treatment in my native country, qn account 
. of my attachment to th? caufe of civil and religious 
liberty^ to be receiVeii with the congratulations of 
*^ a fociety of freemen aflx)'ciated to cultivate the 
love of liberty and the enjoyment of a happy repub- 
lican Government." 

Happy would our venerable anceftots, as you 
Joftly call them, have been to have found America 
fuiih a retreat for them as it is to me, when they 
were driven hither ; but happy, has it proved to me, 
and happy will it be for the world, thatj in the 
wife atid benevolent order of Providence, abnfes of 
power ate fever deflrudlive of itfelf and favourable lo 
liberty. Xtieir flrenuous exertions and yours now 
give me that alvlum which, at my time of life, is 
peculiarly grateful to me, who dnt^ wi(h to continue 
unmolefled thofe pUrfuits of. various literature to 
whicb^ without having ever entered into any poli* 
tical connexions, my life has been devoted. 

.1 join you in viewing with regret the unfa- 
M ■ I II I ■ ' ■■■■■ t ■ 11 ■ — » 

. * The Tammaoy Society wasy asitfbll is, compofed of «bout 
loity poor rogues, and about three rich fools. 

TOL. i« K vourable 
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▼ourable profpeA of Great BritaiD» farmcilj, af 
you fay, the nurfe of icience and of freemen ; and 
wifli with you, that the unhappy delulion that coun- 
try is now under, may foon vaniih, and that^ whal-^ 
ever be the form of its Governmenty it may Tie witb 
this country in every thing that is favourable to tlior 
bed intcreiis of mankind, and join with you ih r^ 
moving that only difgraceful circumfiame, whicb 
you jufily acknowledge to be an exception to \hc^ 
enjoyment of equal liberty among yourlelves. That 
the great Being, whofe providence extends alike to 
all the human race, and to whofe difpofal I cheer- 
fully commit myfelf, may efiablifh whatever is good, 
and remove whatever is imperfedl, from your Go- 
vernment and from every Government in tlic known 
world, is the earneft prayer of. 

Gentlemen, 
Your refpe6lful humble fervant, 
NnvrYorJt, June ^j i794» J- PRifiSXtEY. 



jtddrefs oftlie Democratic Society of New- York $9 
Joseph Priestley, L.L.D. F.R.S. 

Sir, 
Wc are appointed by the Democratic Society of 
the city of New-York, a Committee to congratulate 
you on your arrival in this country : and we feel the 
moft lively pleafurc in bidding yon a hearty welcooie 
to ihcfe ihores of liberly and eijuality. 
, While the arm of tyranny is extended in moft of 
the nations o{ the world, Xo crufh the fpirit of li- 
berty, and bind in chains the bodies and minds of 
then, we acknowledge, with ardent gratitude to the 
great Parent of the univerfe, our Angular felicity in 
living in a land where realbn has fucccfsfully 
triumphed over the artificial diliin^lions of European 
policy and bigotry, and witerc the law equally pro- 

tea» 
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tc&s the Tirtuous citizen pf every defcription and 
perfuaiion. 

On this occafion we cannot bat obferTe, that wo 
once efieetned ourfclves happy in the relation that 
foblifted between u$ and the Government of Great 
Britain ; but the multiplied oppreifions which cha« 
tadterize that Gorernment, excite in us the cnaft 
painful fenfations, and exhibit a fpedlacle as di& 
gufting in itfelf a3 diflionourable to the Britifh name. 

The governments of the old world prefent to uS 
i>nc huge mafa of intrigue, corruption, and dcf-^ 
potifin ; iBofi: of them are now bafely combined to 
prevent the cftabliflimcnt of liberty in France, and 
to effcA the total deArudlion of the rights of man. 
Under thcfe afflicting circumftances we rejoice that 
America opens her arms to receive, with fraternal 
aiFeftion, the friend of liberty and human happinefs, 
and that here he may enjoy the beil bleilings of ci^ 
vilized fociety. 

We fincerely fympathizc with you in all that you 
have fufTered ; and we confider the perlecution with . 
tvhich you have been purfued by a venal court-, and 
an imperious uncharitable priefthood, as an illuftri- 
ous proof of your perfonal merit, and a lafting re- 
proach to that Government, from the grafp of, 
whofe tyranny you are fo happily removed. 

Accept, Sir, of the lincere and befl wifhes of the 
Socit'ty whom we reprefent, for the continuance of 
your health, and the increafe of your individual and 
domefiic happinefs. 

James Nicholson, Prefident. 

To the Members of the Democratic Sociely in New- York. ' 

Gentlemen, 
Viewing with the deepeft cprvcern, as yoi^o, the 
profpcdl that is now exhibited in Europe, thofe troi>- 
bles which are the natural offgprin£^ of \heir forms 
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of government, originating, indeed, in the ipirif of 
liberty, but gradually degenerating into tyrannies 
equally degrading to the rulers and the ruled, I re- 
joice in finding an aiylum from perfedution lo a 
country in which tbcfe abufes have come to a na- 
tural termination, and have produced another fyAem 
of liberty, founded on fuch wife principles as, I 
trufl, will guard it againft all future abufes ; thofe 
artificial difiinAions in feciety, from which the; 
fprung, being completely eradicated, that protedion 
from violence whidi laws and government promifc 
in all countries, but which I have not found' ki my 
own, I doubt not I Ihall find with you, though I 
cannot promife to be a better fubjedt of this Govern- 
ment than my whole conduct will evince that I have 
been to that of Great Britain. 

Juftly, however, as I think I may complain of 
the treatment I have met with in England, J fin- 
ccrely wifh her profperity ; and, from the good-will 
I bear both to that country and this, I ardently wifh 
ihat all former animoiities may be forgotten, and 
that a perpetual friendfhip may fubfift between 
them. 
New^York, June 6^ '794' J- Priestley. 



The Jtildrcfs of the Republican Natives of Great Britain 
and Ireland^ refident in the City of biew-- York. 

Sir, 

We, the republican natives of Greai Brltaiaand 
Ireland, refident in the city of New-York, embrace, 
with the higheft fatisfa<5lion, the opportunity which 
your arri\ral in this city prelents, of bearing our tefii- 
mony to your cliaradler and virtues, and of ex- 
preflins our joy that you come among us in circiim- 
flanccsof fuch good heahh and fpirits. 

We liave beheld with the keencfl fcnfibijity the 
'^ •' ""■ unparellcleti 
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luipardleled perfecutions which attended yOi| in 
your native country, and have fympathized with you 
under alt their variety and extent. In the firm hopq . 
that you are now completely removed from the 
cffedls of every fpecies of intolerance^ we moft finr 
c^«ly congratnia tc you . 

After a iVuitlefe oppofition to a corrupt and tyran<^ 
nical Government, many of us hrfve, like you, 
Ibught freedom and protedlion in the United States 
of America ; but to this we have all been principally 
induced, from tl)e full perfuafion that a republican 
rcprefentative (Jovernment was not merely beft 
adapted to promote human happinefs, but that it is 
tlic only rational fyftem worthy the wifdom of man 
to projeS, cr to which his reafon Ihould aflent. 

Participating in the many blefHngs which the Go- 
vernment of this country is calculated to enfure, we 
are happy in giving it this proof of our refpe6lful at- 
tachment : we are only grieved that a fyflem of fuch 
beauty and excellence Ihould be ait all tarnifhed by 
the exiflence of flavery in any form ; but as friends 
to the equal rights of man, we muA be permitted to 
fay, that we wifh thefe rights extended to every 
human being, be his complexion what it may. We, 
IiQwever, look forward with pleating anticipation to 
a yet more perfe(^ flate of fociety ; and, from that 
love of Jiberty which forms fo diftinguifliing, a trait 
in the American charader, are taught to hopib this 
iaft, this wbrft difgrace to a free government, will 
£naUy and for ever be done away. 

While we look back on our native country with 
^emotions of pity and indignation, at the outrages 
which humanity has fuflained in the perfon of the 
virtuous MuiR and his patriotic affociates, and 
deeply lament the fatal apath/into which o^r coun- 
trymen have fallen, we defir^e to be thankfi^ to the 
great Author of our being that we are in America, and 
that it hasplcafed him in his wife providence to make 
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the United States an afylum, not ofily ffMn tbe iift<» 
mediate tyranny of the^JBritilh Government, but alia 
. from thofe impending calamities which its incteaiing 
defpotifm and multiplied iniquities muft infallibly 
bring down on a deluded and oppreifed ipeojAe. 

Accept, Sir, of our afFe<^ionate and beft wifhed 
for a long continuance of your health and happineis. 
(Signed)*' He 9 ry Pope, Chairman. 

William Allum, Secretary*. 

To the RepuhJican Natives of Great Britain and Ireland^ 
tefident in the City of New- York. 

Gektlemen, 

I think myfelf peculiarly happy in finding in thiil 
country fo many perfons of fentiments iimilar to my 
own, fome of whom have probably left Great Britain 
or Ireland on the fame account, and to be fo cheer-^ 
fully welcomed by them on my arrivaU You have 
already had experience of the difference between the 
Governments of the two countries, and, I doubt 
not, have feen fufiicient reafon to give the decided 
preference that you do to that of this. There all 
liberty of fpeech and of the prefs, as far as politids 
are concerned, is at an end, and the fpirit of ip^ 
tolerance in matters of religion is almofl as high at 
in the times, of the Stuans. Here, having*no coun^ 
tenance from Government, whatever may reniain of 
this fpirit from the ignorance and confequent bigotry 
of former times, it may be expedled fbon to die 
away ; and on all fubjefts whatever, every man en* 
joys the invaluable liberty of fpeaking and writing 
whatever he pleafes. 

The wifdom and happinefs of republican govern*- 



* Above one half of this Society had efcapcd from the hands of 
jaftice in fingl^nd, Irdaod, and Scodand. Some of theem wera 
convi^f. 
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ments, ^d the evils refultiog from hereditary mo* 
narchical ones, cannot appear in a ftronger Kghl to 
you than they do to me. We need only look to the 
preTent fiate of Europe, and of America, to be 
fully fatisfied in this refpedt. 

The former will eafily reform themielves; and, 
among other improvements, I am perfuaded will 
be the removal of that veftige of fervitude to which 
you allude, as it ib ill accords with the fpirit of equal 
liberty, from which the reftof thefyflemhas flowed; 
whereas no material reformation of the many abulca 
to which the latter are fubjed, it is to be feared, can 
be made without vi<^ence and confufion. 

I congratulate you. Gentlemen, as you do me, 
on our arrival in a country in whidi men who wifh 
well to their fellow-citizens, afnd uie their beft en- 
deavours to render them the moft important ferviceg, 
men who are an honour to human nature, and to 
any country, are in no danger of being treated like 
the worft of felons, as is now the ode in Great 
Britain. 

Happy (hould t think myfelf in joining with you 
in welcoming to this country every fnend of liberty 
who is espofed to danger from the tyranny of the 
Britifh Government, and who, while they amtinue 
under it, mufl exped to ihare in thole calamities 
which its prefent infatuation mufl, fboner or later, 
hiing upon ft. But let us all join in fupplication to 
&c great Parent of the univerfe, that, for the fake 
of the many excellent chanu^ers in our native coun- 
try, its Government may be refimiied, and the 
judgments impending over it prevented. 
New-York^ June ij, i794« J* FkiESTJ^ET. 
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Jdch'eji of the Medical Society of the State ef 
New- York. 

Permit us, Sir, to wait uppn ypa with an offering 
of our lincere congratulations on your fafc arriviu 
with your lady and family in this happy country, 
and to exprefs our real joy in receiving among us a 
gentleman whofe labours have contributed. fo much 
t) the diffufion and eftablifhment of civil and rcr 
ligiqus liberty, and whofe deep refcarches into the 
true principles of natural philofophy have derived f6 
much improvement and real benefit, not only to the 
fciences of chemiftry and medicine, but to various 
other arts, all of which are neceffary to the oma* 
ment and utility of human life. 

May you, Sir, poflefs and enjoy, here, uninicr-: 
runted contentment and happinefs, and may your 
valuable life be continued a farther bleffing to man- 
kind. 

(By Order) John Charlton, Prefident*, 

Dr. Jofeph Priejtley, L.L.T>. and F.K.S. 
NeW'Yorky i^ibjune^ 1794. 

To the Members of the Medical Society in New^TorL 
Gentlemen, 
I think myfelf greatly honoured in beipg con- 
gratulated pn my arrival in this country by a focicty 
of perfons whqfe Aqdies bear fome delation to my 
own. To continue, without fear of ifnoleftation, 
on account of zi\y Jhttiments^ civil or religious, thofe 
piirfuits which yoii are fenfible have for their objedi: 
the advantage of all jnankind (being, as you juftly 
obferved, " neceffary to the ornament and utility of 

* The word here, put iri italics, in this Ad^ref?, is meant tq 
infinuate that the Do6tor could not enjoy uninterrupted happine^ 
in England. It is proper to remark, that the New* York Medical 
Societjr is compofed of a fe^ of ignorant quac^, ' - 

human 
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liiiinan lifc^'), is my principal motive for leaving a 
country in whicli that tranquillity.and fenfe of ie«« 
curity, which feientifical puifuits require, cannot be 
bad ; and i am happy to find here perfons who are 
engaged in the fame purfuits, and who have the jull 
fenfe that you diCcover of their truly enviable fitua*- 
tion. 
Hcw'Yorhi izt^JunCy 1794. J. Priestley* 



Addrefs of the Philofofhic(il Society at Philadelphia^, 

To Joseph Priestley, Xf.if.D. &c. 

The American Philofophical Society, held at Phi- 
ladelphia, for promoting uieful knowledge, offer 
you their fincere congratulations on your fafe arrival 
in this coutitry. Aflbciated for thepurpofes of ex- 
tending and difieminating thofe improvements ip the 
Sciences and the arts which rooft conduce to the fubr 
iiiautial happinefs of man, the Society felicitate them* 
ielves and their country, that your talents and virr 
tues have been transferred to this Republic. CoUt 
fidering you as an illufirious member of this inftir 
tution, your colleagues anticipate your aid, in 
zealoufly promoting the objedts which unite them ; 
as a virtuous man, polTefling eminent and ufeful ac- 
quirements, they contemplate with pleafure the acr 
ceiiion of fuch * worth to the American Common- 
wealth ; and looking forward to your future cha- 
jraftcr of a citizen of this yopr adopted country, 
they rqoice in greeting, as fuch, an enlightened re- 
publican. 

In this free and happy country, thofe unalienable 
rights which the Author of Nature committed to man 
fls a (acred depofite have been fecured. Here Vre 
have been enabled, under the favour of Divine fto- 
vidence, to eftablifti a Government of laws and not 
pf men ; a Government which fecures to its citizens 
P^ual rights and equal liberty, and vrhich ofiers an 
n'* al}'luai 



f 3l ADDRESSES TO 

aTylum to the fl^ood, to the periecuted, kiid to ibfi 
opprcired of oilier climes. 

Majr yea long enjoy every bleffing which nt^ 
cIcTaltd and highly cultivated mind, a pure con^^ 
icknce^ and a free country, are capable of befiowtng:^^ 
By order of the Society^ 

Da VI D RiTTE NHousB^ Prelident ♦• ^ 

P^hdelpMay June ao^ 1794* 

To the Members of the American Philo/bphicaJ Soeietj at 
Philadelphia. 
Gentlemen, 

It i& with peculiar fatisfa6lion that I receive the 
coDgratttlations of my brethren of the Philoibpbical 
Soc iety in this city on my arrival in this country. It 
]», in grc^t part, for the fake of purfuing our com* 
iDon fiudies without molefiation, though, for the 
prefent, you will allow, with far k(& advanlogt^ 
that I left my native country, and have coite to 
America; and a fociety of t)hilofophers who %#ill 
have uo obj^^clions to a perfon on account of his po^ 
Ktical or religious (entiments, will be as gratefttl as 
it will be i>ew to me. My pafi: conduct, I nopei Will 
iliow that you may depend upon my zeal in t»p* 
moting the valuable obgedts of your inftitutiod ; but 
3'ou muft not flatter yourfelves, or tue, with &i^ 
poiing that, at my time of life, and with the; inconr 
venicnce attending a new and uncertain fettkineotj 
J can be of much fcrvice to it* 

I am confident, however, from what I havei^ 
ready feen of the fptrit of the people of this coUHtrjr, 
that it will Toon appear that republican govefnmetits^ 

^hl I ,,■! I i ' ■■ ■ !■ ■ ■ ' ■■■ 111 ., 

* Tills RiTTBVRovsB was an atheift, and Prefident of t!Ut 
Democratic Society of Philadelphia; how much ht received «.>Mfr 
/r^m France is npi preci/ely known. The American Philofophicajl 
Society \% compofed of a neil of fuch wretches as hatdly ever hiet 
together before : it is impoffiblc tO find i^xi% t9 d^fi^ibe tbor ig* 
aorance or their bafenefs. 
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in nnrbicheirery obflru(Bion is retnovcxl to the exertions 
of ail kinds of talents, will be far more favourable 
to (cience and the arts than any monarchiGal govern- 
<nent has ever been. The patronage to be met witb 
there is ever capricious, and as otten employed to 
bear down merit as to promote it> having tor its real 
obje(9 not fcience, or any thing ufeful to mankiiid, 
but the mere reputation of the patron, who is fcldom 
any judge of fcicnce ; whereas a public^ which nei- 
ther flatters, nor is to be flattered, will not fail 4a 
due time to diftinguifli true merit, and to give every 
encouragement that is proper to be given in the 
cafe *. Betides, by opening, as you gcneroufly do, 
'" ^n afylum to the perfecuted and opprefled of all 
climes,*' you will, in addition to your own native 
ftock, foon receive a large acceffion of every kind of 
merit, philofophical not excepted, whereby you will 
do yourfelves great honour, and fccure the naoll 
periDanent advantage to the community. 
^hiladalfhia^ June 2i> 1794. J. Priestley. 



Soon after Doctor Priestley landed at New- 
York, he proceeded on to Philadelphia, where the 
firft mortification hb met with was General IVaJhing^ 
tons tefufal to fee him as a viJiPor! The United Irifti^ 
men had foretold, that the General would ^^ take 
him by the hand;" but the General wanted to 
icrape clofe acquaintance with no renegado from 
England, in regard to which country he was, at 
that time, very anxious to avoid all ground of 
Ofibtice. 

The next rebuff the Dodlor received was from the 
1 ' - - • I ' 

• Granted; and tlien, Do^r, what is theconduiion ? Since 
you wrote the above (I Ipcak now in 1801), you have applied for 
place after place, not Emitting the Prefidency of this very Society, 
ittd the ^nHgbtened nation have refufed to give you anj appointment 
QT promotion whatever i 

Clergy, 
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Clergjs and from the Miniflers of the feveral fed^^ 
not one of whom, the Univerfali/i M'lni&cr execpteC;^ 
\Yon)d permit him to enter his pulpit. The Uq^^ 
verfaUft Moufc was little better than a barn. Thu"^ 
ihunned, even by the Diffcnters, the poor old roan. ^ 
under tlie iignature of Anti Bigot, made an appeal - 
to the public. I fhall here infert three articleSg^ 
%vbich will ferve as a cecord of his diigr^ce : 

For ihi General Advertifer. 

Mr. Bachr *, 
Jn convcrfation this day with one of the members of the 
Univcrial Church, 1 was pleafed to hear the libefality of his 
icntimcnts; for although be differed in opinion with Dr, 
PrieiUcy, Ive was willing to open the doors of his pburcb to 
' him rather than to any other preacher of the GoTpct. How 
ttlfiferent was this fentiment from that which actuates this 
fc£tarics ^n general of this city, who, fp far from opening 
their doors to this celebrated divine, wou)d rather ff rvicp 
were never performed than admit him into their faQ6ltiary! 
ScntiwK'nts fo worthy of truth and of Chriftianity as dropped 
from this member 'arc entitled to the notice of every liberal 
mind, and ought to encourage the patronage of every one 
whu wiflics a iair and candid difcuflion of religious opinions. 
Why fliould Dr. Prieftley be excluded from preaching in every 
place of worfliip in this city ? If his opinions are heterodox^ 
there can be no danger from theni 5 for the good fenfe of the 
people here will deteft them ; if they are juft, why fhould truth 
DC concealed ? Surely the walls cannot be contaminated ! It 
i.^ a proof of remaining bigotry, when a celebrated philofo- 
pber and divine is not permitted to deliver his fentimepts in 
a public pUce of worfhip, beca^fe they are diiferpnt from 
thofe who tenant the church ; and it is to be lamented' that 
the Univcrial Church is not in fuch forwardnefs as to afford 
this opportunity. Probably the funds of the members of 
that Church may be unequal to its completion ; if fo, how 
deferving are they of the afliftance of thofc who are friends to 
fair inquiry ! In a country famed for its freedom and li- 

* This Bachb, who was the fon of one of DodQr Fra|)klin*s 

Jbaftards, was an avowed athdjl. 

berality> 
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Jberality^ it is a pity that religious tyranny fhould exercife . 
SLuy power ; and as wie have dared to think fredy on govern- 
zzient^ which regards our temporal happincfs, let us be 
equally bold in examining doctrines which regard our hap* 
jpiuefs ia the world to come. ^ ' 

Philadelphia f June 2^, 1794* Anti Bigot. . 

Mr. R&.CHE, ' " 

I am aflbciated with a few friends who have voltratarily 
^ng^aged to meet together once or twice in a week for the 
purpofe of mutual entertainment and improvement. We 
iiave erc^led^ at a coniiderable expenfe^ commodious apart- 
Txients fof our accommodation, and have hitherto expe- 
rienced much fatisfadion and benefit. Our fociety, being 
ieleft, confiding in the fincerity and fricndifaip of each, 
other, and agreed in fentiment and common principles, has 
cujoyed a confiderable portion of happincfs in the profccution 
of our plan. Under the proteftion of our excellent Confti- 
tution, and the enlightened and liberal fpirit of our fellow- 
citizens, we have exercifed the privilege of freemen withoui 
intrufiofl or moleilation from others, whom we (hould by 
no means envy or impede if they wifh to exert ihemfelves as 
we have done. 

Jlowever, a troublefbme fellow, lately fettled in the neigh- 
bourhood, has attempted to difturb our tranquillity by his 
noife and impertinence. He has wifhed to thrufl: himfelf 
amongft us upon various occafions, contrary to our inclina- 
tions and views, as we know him to be but a peftilent fellow, 
very audacious, and wholly oppofcd to our general fenti- 
.ments, principles, and manners. Having been repeatedly 
baffled in his efforts to attain this objed, he, at length, 
has had recourfe to ilratagem, and has invited into the 
neighbourhood one of his friends, of a more refpeftablc 
chara6ter, with whom he imagined we would have no ob-> 
je^iion to affbciate, and through whom he expefted to find 
an introdui9.ion for himfelf. I'his ftranger, though a perfon 
of learning and decent manners, was, however, accuftomcd 
to difnutation, and his general principles were extremely 
diffimilar from thofe which we had adopted long before, after 
a careful examination. As we had fufficiently known the 
peculiarities of the learned gentleman from his publications, 
and did not choofe to have our friendly and focial meeting 
difturbed by new difcuffious, or turned hito fccnes of dil- 

putatioix 
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putation and confiifion, and thus wholly perverted from theif 
erigitial purpofe, we did nc^t give him any invitation to take 
a part in our affemblies. We treated him civilly indeed, 
according to our ufual habit, with regard to flrangers ; but 
we encouraged no intimacy ; \ve n:ade no advances toward* 
a clofe correfpondcnce. Upon tbia difappointnient our 
fraftious neighbour, who, as 1 hAve iiiid, hoped to get ad- 
million for himfdf under his friend's cloak^ and to have 
Wen amufed with a ** fair and candid difcuffion of certain 
episiionS)'' began to be iniblent, and to bluifter and defamo. 
vs in the nevi^ipapers aa ^^ bigots and tyrants^ and fectarics^ 
and enemies to free inquiry.'' Now, would you thtidc it 
Mr. Bache, this fellow, with the heart of a bigot ia favouir 
cf mifchief and altercation, and the arrogance of a tyrant 
wko would infringe upon the rights and peaceable purfuits 
of his neighbours^ has had the impudence to ftyle himfelf 
Anti Bigot,, and throw dirt at us in the manner which bai 
already been ftated? 

This^ Sir, is a plain and unadorned narrative of our pw^ 
fent fituatlon and enibarraiTsiient ; and what are we to €k> in 
fiich a cafe ? As we wilh for nothing but the liberty of pur«» 
filing our own happinefs^ in our own way, fo as not to in- 
fringe upon other people, we claim an exemption from the 
intriifion of other people; we are not willing to yield to'fuch 
meddlers as I have defcribed* If we let this impertinent pro- 
ceed in his manoeuvres, the whole neighbourhood may be 
divided by his intrigue ; if we let him bawl on, our fquare 
will be fubjc6l to continual alarms from his noife; and if wo 
ilop his mouth with a gag, it will be deemed an outrage 
upon freedom. We are unanimoufly of opinion that be de- 
ferves fonie chaftifement, and if a majority can fandify 
violent meafures, as is fometimes aflerted, we would not bJr 
far wrong to anoint him with tar and fprinkle him with fea-r 
fhers. However, as this, perhaps, would not be confident 
^ith perfefl: equality, though we could quote good au« 
thorities upon the occafion, and as it would be equally con-« 
trary to liberty to burn him in effigy, it is thought beft to 
reprefeiU the whole matter to our friends and fellow-citizens; 
and pL-rhaps the general deteftation which may be excited 
againit all fuch intermeddlers may keep him in awe, and 
prefervc the general tranquillity. 
t^hikdeiphiay June 24, l^^A• Philip Peaceable, 

Mr. 
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Mf . Bacbb^ 
. If abufecan be oo&(tdef«d M ^^ impertimnct^^ afu} iKU 
beratily as *^ audaeity/' your correfpooidenl ** PA/&*^ P^ace^ 
4ihk" has a paramount claim lo them. Fiom the perfeeutihg; 
fptrk which iurh in tik perforniaBce, for he ftems afraid io 
unbofem the venom of his mind^ I fliould bedifpofed %o ht^ 
lieye that the fpirita of Biibopi^ GAUDNEa and Bomnsr ha# 
again vtfitect the earthy and that., indead of five anid &ggo^ 
they had changed their mode of cooverfion int« ^ hir an£ 
feathers.*' To be fure, thefe are ai^m^nt^ lefr infiasi* 
matory ; but the temper which diflated them is only varied 
by time and circumftauces, and not by principle ; for had 
the ^^ PEACEABLE Philip" livcd in the time of Queen 
Mary, he would have been the rival of thofe cetebrated 
<iealers in human facrifke. Even at this moment, I hawe 
no doubt, from the fpirit which he has difcovered, that an 
auto dafe would not be an unwelcome fpeftacle to him, par- 
ticularly if an *^ Anti Bigot," or *^ the Jiranger" was to 
be the vifl;im. What has licenfed this pretender to peace 
to aflert that any member of the Univerfal Church has dif- 
turbed *^ the tranquiUiif' of a neighbourhood by his '^ n^tfe 
and impertinence i^'^ What ^^ pejiilent fellow*^ is there amoog 
their members, who wi flies to interrupt the quiet enjoyment 
of religious worfhip ? What has authorized the dark in-- 
finuation againft Dr. Prieftlcy, a man and a philofopher 
who would do honour to any age, country, or religious pro- 
feffion? What has given birth to the unqualified abufe, to 
the pitiful threat of tar and feathers and burning in effigy^ but 
a heart calculated for an inquijition^ and a mind which con- 
fiders every thing as blafpheniy beyond its.comprchcnfiort 
and its belief? Is liberality '^ tyranny f'^ Is it tyranny to fay 
Dr. PriefUc^y ought to be permitted to preach in our 
churches ? Is it a proof of ^^ m-f chief an Si altercation'^ to fav, 
that the members of the Ui>iverlal Church arc ready to opai 
their doors to Dr. Prieftlcy or any other preacher of the 
Gofpel ? Is it tyranny, is it a difpofition for mifchief and 
altercation^ to fearch fcjt truth, to lilten to both fides of a 
queition ? If fo, the qualities of things have changed in- 
deed, and what has heretofore been coniidcrcd as niiilhie- 
Toiis and tyraimical, will, in future, by every ingenuoas 
Js^tkAy be viewed as virtuous and prHil'eworthy. 

WQ)al4 to Heaven the altars of religion were adorned with 

more cbara:ftcrs like *^ the fir anger ^'^ whojias met with luch 

% indecent 
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indecent treatment! then, indeed, would the empire of truti 
religion exert itfelf, the empire of charity and philanthropy; 
for it is by their fruit ytjball know them, and not by the empty 
profeffion of ^^ Philip Peaceable,^' or Philip Religious* 
The belief of a man depends upon caufes not within his own 
control ; but his a6lions are his own, and for them and 
^m only ought he to be accountable. Let Philip Peaceable 
and ^^ the ftranj^r'* be weighed in a balance^ and then f^^ 
who would be found wanting. 
Pbiladelpbiap Juncas^ 1794* Amtx Bigot. 
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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS 

TO THE GAZETTEERS 

Ot THE 

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA. 



Geijtlemek, 

W HEN this pamphlet fifft made its appeatance 

in this city, you all agreed that it might do well 

enough in the defpotic ftates of Europe; but that it 

was by no means fit for the meridian of the United 

States. And you have very lately obliged the public 

with the copy of a letter from Liverpool, in whicb 

you lay, the writer obferves, that the Oh/ervahons on 

the Emigration of Doilor Jofeph Priefiley have been re- 

publifhed there, and that *' it is one of themoftfcan* 

dalous publications that ever iffued from any prefs.'* 

Thefe are rather hard lines. Gentlemen. I do not 

know what I have done, thus to draw down your 

vengeance on me. 'Tis truel cannot, like you, take 

(owns and iflands as faft as Father Luke takes fnufi; 

or eredl a bridge acrofs the Englifh Channel, with as 

little trouble as fome people can the bridge of a fiddle ; 

I cannot put dukes into iron cages, and fend them 

to Paris for mocking-birds, or chop away at the heads 

of kings and miniflers with as little ceremony as if I 

were chopping a fiick of wood ; nor can I fpread 

fleets over the oceap^ and religion^ peace, and plenty^ 

L 2 over 



148 PRIESnXY'S EMICRATIOX. 

orrr a country as quick as a fur^rcon's *pi€Dtioe fpteads 
a plaftcr. No, Gt-ntlcmcn. it is your proTioce to 
perform feats like thefe ; and, if I am not much de- 
ceivcd in my own hearty I am far, rcry far, firom 
envying you your exalted flations. But, if you are 
0rong, be merciful. Though you arc the great Le- 
Tiathans of literature, you may fvtfkt a poor herring 
to fwim in the fame lea *. there is certainly room 
enough for you and me too.^ 

Was it well done, Gentlemen, firft to play at foot- 
ball with a poor pamphlet till you were tired, and 
then turn it into a ftiuttlecock, and fct your devils 
to knorking it from one hcmifphere to the other- 
Afrnrcilly not ; for though the work itfclf migW 
m«rrit rouf^h treatment at your hands, yet, as it w^ 
in print, the natural aflfedtion that you mult bfe fup" 

f>o(l:(l to l)car your typographical brethren, ought t^ 
lavc awakened in you fome cotep^flion tou^^s ft^ 

You have li4d the goodnefs to inform the publi^j 
lliat this work is neitlier fit for the meridian of tb^ 
tJnitrd States, nor the meridian of Great Britain ^. 
btit it njipcars that the public (in thii country s^* 
loafl ) think othcrwife. How the public dare to d\f^ 
frr from you in opinion, I Ihall not pretend to fty ^ 
but n^rtiun it is, that the numerous applications fo^ 
Ihirt pninphlct, have induced me to publifli, witE^ 
yc»nr Inivc, a tliird edition of it. 

To ivnder tliis edition more worthy the pcrufal o^ 
your 1 lononrs than thclalV, I have made a cdnfider-^ 
iiblr iwldilion, which I have been able to do, from - 
my ]h'\\\\\ now in poUclIion of fome curious fafts 
t'oiir(rnin«j the Dortor's emigration, which were un- 
known on \\m fiile the water when the firft edition 
wiih piihlilljril. 

I ohry the rail lor this edition with more plealure, 
UN it linnlthefi me with an opportunity ofproving.be- 
vond rontradiiMion, many things, which Ibme people 
)m\t lookrj upon as very •'hazarded affertions," 

5 and 
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and which you, Gentlemen (never the moft delicate), 
have not fcrupled to call falfehood. 

I cannot conclude this addrefs without praying you 
to continue me your good offices. If the firft editi6n 
merited your difapprobation, I am in hopes this will 
fyc found to merit it in a much higher degree. If it 
Ihould be otherwife decreed, if I am doomed to fufFer 
your applaufes, I truft, that he who is preparing me 
the chaflifement, will give me fortitude to brarit 
^ike ^ man. 

I am, Qentlemen, 

Tours, &c, &c. 

THE AUTHOR. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

PRIESTLEY'S EMIGRATION. 



Vy HEN the arrival of Doflor Prieftley in the 
United States was firft announced *, I looked upon 
his emigration (like the propofed retreat of Cowley 
to his imaginary Paradife, the' Summer Iflands) as 
no more than the efFe6t of that weaknefs, that delu^ 
live caprice, which too often accompanies the decline! 
of life, and which is apt, by a change of place, to 
flatter age with a renovation of faculties, and a re-» 
turn of departed genius. Viewing him as a man that 
ibught repofe, my heart welcomed him to the fliores 
of peace, and wilhed him what he certainly ought to 
have wiftied himfelf, a quiet obfcurity. But his an- 
fwers to the addreffes of the Democratic and other 
Societies at New -York, place him in quite a differ- 
ent light, and fubjedl him to the animadverfions 
of a public, among whom they have been induf-' 
trioufly propagated. 

No man has a right to pry into his neighbour's 
private concerns ; and the opinions of every man arc 
his private concerns, while he keeps them fo ; that 
is to fay, while they are confined to himfelf, his fa«* 
mily, and particular friends; but when he makes 
thofe opinions public, when he once attempts to make 
converts, whether it be in religion, politics, or any 
thing elfe ; when he once comes forward as a candi-r 
date for public admiration, efteem, or compaflion, 

y * ■ I II. I. - ■ ■ ■ I 

f {Je arrived at New- York on the lath of June, 1794. 

h^ bis 
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his opinions, his principles, his motives, crery adioq 
of his Hfe, public or private, become the fair fubjed: 
of public difcuflion. On this principle, which the 
Do(5ior ought to be the la ft among mankind to con- 
trovert, it 18 eafy to perceive that lhef<? obfervatiopa 
need no apology. 

His anfwers to the addreffes of the New- York fo- 
cieties are evidently calculated to miflead and deceive 
the people of the United States. He there endear 
vours to impofe himfelf on them for a fuflwcr in tb^ 
caufc of liberty; and i&akes a canting profeffidnd^ 
moderation, in dire6l contradi^lion to thp condu^ 
of his whole life. 

He fays he hopes to find here " that prote^tioi^ 
*> from violence which laws and government proniife 
*• in all countries, but which he has not found in his 
** own.'* He certainly mull fuppofe that no EuriOifi* 
pean intelligence ever reaches this fide of the AtlantiOj^ 
or that the mhabitants of thefe countries are too dul^ 
to comprehend the fubliotie events that mark his life 
and charafter. Perhaps I Ihall ihow him that it 18 
not the people of England alone who know ho^ tq 
cflimate the merit of Dodor Prieflley. 

Let us examine hi^ claims to our compa^on ; let 
us (ee whether his charge againft the lawsand go-r 
vernment of his country be juft or not. 

On the 14th of July, 1 7 9 1 , an unruly mob aflem*^ 
bled in the town of Birmingham^ fet fire to his ho'ufe 
and burnt it, together with all it contained. Thi^ i^ 
the fubje6l of his complaint, and the pretended caufe 
of his emigration. The fa6l is not denied ; but in the 
relation of fadls, circumftances muft riot be forgotten. 
To judge of the Doflor's charge againft his pouptry^ 
we muft take a retrofpedlive view of his condqcSV, and 
of the circumftances that led to the deftruAion of hi| 
property. 

It is about twelve years fince he began to be dif- 
tinguifhhed among ^he diflenters frbm the efiabhihed 
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phtirch ^f Etigla^df He preached tip a kind ofdfi/m*^ 
ifvhich tibb0dy imderflood* and whjch it was thought 
thb podtdr tf nderftood full as well as his neigh hours. 
This doiSlrine afterward^ aflamed the name of Unir 
tatialnifm, and the retigieux of the order were called, 
or rafher they called themfelves. Unitarians. Ttw 
fedl iieyer rofe into confequence ; and the founder 
h%id the mortification^ pf feeing his darling Unita- 
fianifm growing quite out of date with himfelf, wheti 
fhe Fr<inch revolution ci^me, ^nd gave them both ^ 
Ihort refpite from eternal oblivion. 

Thgfc who know any thing of the Englifh Dlt- 
Centers, know that they always introduce their poli^ 
tical daims and projetSlis under the maflc of Teligion. 
The Doflor was one of thofe who entcrtained*hopG« 
of bringing about a revolution in England upon the 
French pknj and for this purpofe he found it would 
be very convenient for him to be at the head of a 
rdigi(His fe6l- 'Uuitarianifm was now revived, and 
the ipeiety held regular meetings at Birmingham* 
la the inflammatory difcourfes, called fcrmons, deli^ 
Vtttid At thefe Tneetings, the Englifli conftitution was 
firft '(!>penly attacked. Here it was that the Dorter 
beat his ^rnm ecclefiaftic, to raife recruits • in the 
caufe of rebellion. The prefs foon fwarmcd with 
pnblications expreffive of his principles. The revo- 
lutionifts began to form focieties all over the kir>g- 
d6m, between Which a mode of communication was 
efiablifted, in perfect conformity to that of the Ja- 
cobin ckibs in France, 



^ * This is one of thofe " hazarded aflcrtions' ■ alluded to in tlic 
. lntrodu<fh;Ty addrefs. But how is it hazarded ? The Doctor fays, 
in bis anfwer to Paine's Age of Reaton, that " the ddftrines of 
^^ atonetnent^ intarnationy and the trinity^ hare no more foundation 
**in the Scriptures, thim the dodrine of tran/migrationJ'* Is not 
this a kind of iieifm f Is it not Jcifm altogether ? Can a nian wha 
denies the diviriity of Chrift^ and that he died to fave (inners, tiavc 
9P)' preteoiions to the name of Chrijlian f 

Nothing 
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Nothing was neglected by this branch of the Pa- 
fiTian Ff^p0£mJe to excite the people to a general in-* 
forrc^ion. Inflammatory hand-biiIs,advcrtifcaieDts, 
federation dinners, toatls, fin'oions, prayers ; in fhort* 
every trick that n:ligious or political duplicity could 
ftiggcftj was played ofl'to deiiroy a confiitution which 
lias tKtme the teft, and attra£ted the admiration of 
argcs; and to cltablifh m its place a new lyfiera^ fa- 
bricated by thcmlcUcs. 

The 14th of Juh% 1791, was of too much note in 
the annals of modern regeneration to be negledtcd by 
Ihefc regenerated politicians* A club of them, of 
which Do6tor Priclllcy was a member, gave public 
notice of a feall, to be held at Birmingham, in whicb 
they intended to celebrate the French revolution,. 
Their endeavours had hitherto excited no other fen- 
timents in what may be called the people ofEng^ 
Innd, than thofe of contempt- The people of Bir- 
rini;;hrimt howevcrp felt, on this occafion, a con* 
TuUive movement. They were fcandalizcd at this 
public notice for holding in their town a felnvali to 
celebrate events which were in reality a fiibje6l of the 
dcepelt horror; and feeing in it at the fame time an 
open and audacious attempt to deftroy the conftitu-* 
lion of theircountry^aiKi with it their happinefsjthey 
thought their undcrfiandings and loyalty infulte^, 
and prepared to avenge themfelves by the chaftiie- 
meot of the Englilh revolulioniils, in the midfi of 
their fcandalous orgies. The (cad. ncverthelefs took 
place; but the Doiftorj knowing himtelf to be the 
grand project or, and confcquently the particular oh- 
jc<5t of his townfmen's vengeance, prudently kept 
away< The cry of Church and king was the iignal for 
the people to atfcmble, which they did to a confi- 
dcrablc number, oppolite the hotel where the con* 
vives were met. The club difperfed, and the mob 
proceeded to breaking the windows, and other atfls of 
violcncej incident to fuch fccncs ; but let it be 

membe 
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metnbered, that no perfonal violence was offered, 
perhaps it would have been well, if they had vented 
their anger on the perfons of the revolutionifts, pro- 
vided they had contented themfelves with the cere- 
mony of the horfe-pond or blanket. Certain it is, 
that it would have been very fortunate if the riot had 
ended this way ; but when that many-headed mon- 
ger, a mob, is once roufed and put in motion, ^ho 
can flop its deftru^live fteps ? 

From the hotel of the federation the mob proceeded 
to Do(9tor Prieftley's meeting-houfe, which they 
very nearly deflroyed in a little time. Had they 
flopped here, all would yet have been well. The 
deftrudlion of this temple of fedition and infidelity 
would have been of no great confequence ; but, un- 
happily for them and the town of Birmingham, they 
could not be feparated before they had deftroyed the 
houfes and property of many members of the club. 
Some of thefe houfes, among which was Dodor 
Prieftley's, were fituated at thediftanceof fome miles 
ifrom town : the mob were in force to defy all the 
efforts of the civil power, and, unluckily, none of the 
nulitary could be brought to the place till fome days 
after the 14th of July. In the mean time many (pa- 
cious and elegant houfes were burnt, and much va- 
luable property deflroyed ; but it is certainly worthy 
remark, that during the whole of thefe unlawful pro?- 
ceedings, not a fingle perfon was killed or wounded, 
cither wilfully or by accident, except fome of the 
rioters themfelves. At the end of four or five days, 
this riot, which feemed to threaten more ferious con- 
fequences, was happily terminated by the arrival of 
a detachment of dragoons ; and tranquillity was 
reftored to the difl:refled town of Birmingham. 

The magiftrates ufed every exertion in their power - 
to quell thi$ riot in its very earlieft fl^age, and conti- 
nued to do fo to the laft. The Earl of Plymouth 
condefcended to attend, and aft as a juftice of the 

peace; 
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peace; fcvcral cjergj men of the church of England 
alfo attended m llic fame capacity, and all were in* 
ilet^ligablc in their endeavours to pqt ^ flop to the i 
depredations, and to rc-cllablifli order. ^H 

Every one knows that in fuch cafes it is difficu^^ 
to dilVfiminate, and that it is neither necelTary nof 
jnft, if it be polfiblc, to imprifon, try, and cxecut *" 
the whole of a inob. Eleven of thcfe riutrrs vverc^ 
hpwcvLT^ irulictcd; tcvcn uf thcni were at quitted^ 
four found guilty, qnd of thcfe (our iwojh^aeJ deaths 
Thefe unfortunate mm were. Recording to the law, 
profecutcci on the part of the King; and it has been 
allowed by the Do£ior*s own partifansj that the pro* 
lecolion was carried on with every poflible cnfurce- 
raent, and even rigQU(*, by the judges and cotnlel- 
lor». The pretended lenity was laid to th^ charge qf 
the jury ! What a contradiction ! They acuutc the 
Government of fcrcening the rioters from the penalty 
due to their crSmeSj and at the fame time ihey arcufe 
the jury of their acquittal! It is the misfortune of 
.Doctor Prieftley and all his adherents^ ever tQ be 
inconfiftent with themfelves, 

Alter this general review of the riots, in which the 
Doflor was unlawfully defpoilcd of his property, let 
us return to the merits of his particular cafe, and his 
complaint: and here let it be recolleflied^ that it is 
not of the rioters alone that he complains, but of the 
laws and government of his country alfo. Upon an 
examination of particulars, we fh all find^ that,fo far 
from his having juft caufe of complaint, the laws 
have rendered him iiritft jufliccj If not fomething 
more ; and that if any party has reafon to complain 
of their execution, it is the tawn of Birmin^hamy^ivi 

Lnot Do£lor Prieftley, 
Some time after the riots, theDo^lorand the other/ 
revolutionifts who had had property deftroyed, 
brought their a onions for damages,^ againft the town 
of Birmingham, or rather again ft the hundred of 
which 
L 
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which that tbii^n makes a part; The iDbtflor laid hi» 
damages itt 4^22/. 11^. ^d. fttrYmg^ of v^hich futii 
4.^0/. 1 5 J. ^aS for works in manufcript, which, he 
feid, had been confumed iri the flames. 1?he trial 
ef this caufe took up nine hours : the jury gave a 
verdiA in his favour, but curtailed the datnaged to 
2502/. i8f. It was rightly confidered that the ima-r 

finary value of the manufcript works ought not to 
t^ve been included in the damages; becaufe the 
Do6tor being the author of them, he in fa A poflelTed 
them fiill, and the lofs could be little more than a 
few (heeli of dirty paper. Belides, if they were to 
be eftimated by thofe he had publiftied for fome years 
befbre, their deftruflion was a benefit infttad of a 
lofs, both to hiririfelf and his country. The fum then 
of 420/. it^s. being dedudted, the damages flood at 
5^61/. i6i. <)d. ; and it Ihould not be fotgotten, that 
eVeii k great part of this fum was charged for an ap» 
jparatus of philofophical inftruments, which, in fpite 
of the moft unpardonable gafconade Of the philo* 
fophcr*, can be looked upon as a thing of imaginary 
Value only, and ought not to be eftimated at its cofi 
iany more than a collection of fhells or infedls, or any 
other of the frivola of a virtuofo. 

Now it is notorious, that a6lions for damages are 
Uways brought for much higher fums than are ever 
iftxpeAed to be recovered. Sometimes they arc 
brought for three titnes the amount of the real damage 
faftained ; fometimes for double, and fometiraes for 
only a third more than the real damage. If we view 
then the DocSlor's eftimate in the moft favourable 



, * *' You have deftroyed the moft truly valuable and ufeful ap- 
"paratUs of philofophical inftruments that perhaps any individual, 
** m this or any other country, was ever polTefled of, in my ufc of 
** which, I annually fpent large fums, with no pecuniary view what* 
"crer, but only in the advancement of fcience,^r tbt htnefit of my 
H country^ and of mankind, " 

Letter to the Inhabitants of BirmingbAm. 

light. 
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Ijgfat^ if wc ruppoic that he made but the addilion o 
one third to bis real damages^ the fum he ought to 
have received would be no more than 2467/. i ^j, jo^* 
whereas he actually received z§02L i8x. which was 
35/, OS. 2J. more than he had a right to expe<^ 
And yet he complains that he has not found prot 
tion from the laws and government of his coi 
try I If he had been the very beft fubje£l in Ei _ 
land, in place of one of the very worft, what could 
the laws have done more for him? Nothing cer* 
tatnly can be a ftronger proof of the independence 
of the courts of juftice, and of the impartial execu- 
tion of the laws of England, than the circumftances 
and refult of this caufe* A man who had for many 
years been the avowed and open enemy of the go^ 
vernment andconllitutton^had his property defiroyed 
by a mob, who declared therafelves the frienda of 
both,and who toCe up agalnft him becauie he was not. 
This mob were purfued by the Government, whofe 
caufe they thought they were defending ; fome of 
them fnffered deaths and the inhabitants of the place 
where they aflembled were obliged to indemnify the 
roan whole property they had deflroyed* It would be 
curious to know what fort of protection this reverend 
Doflor, this " friend of humanity/' wanted. Would 
nothing fatisfy him but the blood of the whole mob ? 
Did he wifh to fee tbe'town of Birmingham, like 
that of Lyons, razed^ and all its induflrious and 
loyal inhabitants butchered, becaufc fome of them 
had been carried to commit unlawful excefles, from 
their deteftatioa of his wicked projects? Birming* 

UAM HAS COMBATED AGAINST PrIESTLEY. BIR- 
MINGHAM rs NO MORE, This I fuppofe would have 
fatisfied the charitable modern philofophcr, who 
pretendedj and who the Democratic Society fay, did 
** return to his enemies bleflings forcnrfes-'* Woe to 
the wretch that is expofed to the benedidlions of a 
modern philolbpher ! His '' dexire vetfgrejfe^" is ten 
4 thouiand 
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tlioufand times more to be feared than the bloody 
poniard of the aiTalTln : the latter is drawn on in^ 
dividuals only, the other is pointed at the human 
race. Happily for the people of Birmingham, thefe 
bkffings had no effedl ; there was no National Con- 
vention, Revolutionary Tribunal, or guillotine, in 
England. 

As I have already obferved, if theDo<5lor had been 
the beft and moft peaceable fubjedl in the kingdom^ 
the government and laws could not have yielded him 
more pcrfeft prote6lion ; his complaint would, there- 
fore, be groundlefe, it he had given no provocation 
to die people, if he had in no wife contributed to 
the riots. If, then, he has received ample juflite^ 
confidered as an innocent mati, and a good fubjed):, 
^hat ihall we think of his complaint, when we 
£nd that he was himfelf the principal caufe of 
thefe riots ; and that the rioters did nothing that 
was not perfedly conibnant to the principles he had 
for many years been labouring to infufe into their 
minds? 

That he and his club were the caufe of the riots^ 
will not be difputed ; for, had they not given an in- 
fulting notice of their intention to celebrate the hor- 
rors of the 14th of July, accompanied with an 
inflammatory hand-bill, inteiided to excite an infur- 
reAion againfi the Government*, no riot would ever 
have taken place, and confequently its diiaHrous 
cffcfts would have been avoided. But it has been 
faid, that there was nothing ofFenfive in this inflam- 
matory hand-bill ; becaufe, forfooth, " the matter 
" of it (however indecent and untrue) was not 
" more viruknt than Paine's Rights of Man, Mack- 



♦ This haod-bill was difowoed by tbc dub, and they offered 1 
revani for appreheodiog the author ; but they took care to icod 
bm to France before their advenifemeat appeared* 

" intofli's 
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•* inlofli's Anfwcir to Burke, Remarks on the Coti^ 
•* fiitution of England, &c. &c. which -had been 
*• lately publiflied without incurring the cen/ure 4 
" Govenimeni " So, an inflammatory performance^ 
acknowledged ♦o l>e imteccnt and unirue, is not C^'' 
fcnfive, fjeiaufe it is not more virulent than foC^ 
bther pcrforiiiances, which have cfcaped the ccnfti^ 
of Govern ;ncnt ! If this is not a new manner of i^^.^t 
guing, it is at leaft an odd one. But this band-b^ ^^. 
had fomcthing niore malicious in it, if not more t^-^' 
ruleni^ than even the inflammatory works abov^^J^ 
mentioned. They were more difl^cult to come at _ '^} 
lo have them^ they muft be bought *. Tiey con ^^r 
tained fomeihing like reafoning, the fallacy C0^^ 
which, the Government was very fure would be de^^ 
tedlcd, by the good lenfc of thofe who took the pains 
to read them. A hand-bill was a more commodious 
inflrument of fedition : it was calculated to have 
immediate efFedl. Befides, if there had been no-^ 
thing olfenfive in it, why did the club think proper 
to difowixit in fo ceremonious a manner? They dif- 
owned it with the mofl: folemn aileverations, oflfered 
a reward for apprehending the author, and after- 
wards juftified it as an inoffenfive thing. Here is a 
palpable inconfiflency. The faft is, they perceived 
that this precious morfel of eloquence, in place of 
Taifing a mob for them, was like to raife one againft 
them : they faw the ftorm gathering, arid, in the mo- 
ment of fear, difovvned the writing. After the dan* 
ger was over, feeing they could not exculpate theib- 
felves from the charge of having publiflied it, they 
defended it as an inofienfive performance. 

The Doftor, in his juftificatory letter to the people 
of Birmingham, fays, that the company were aflTem* 



♦ They were, indeed, afterwards given away by the Correfpond* 
ing Society, and other feditious clubs. 

bled 
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Wed on this occafion " to celebrate the emancipa"* 

" tion of a neighbouring nation from tyranny* 

** without intimating a delire of any ihing more than 

** an improvement of their own conftitution^ Excef- 

five modefty ! Nothing hut an improvement f K la 

PRAN901SE, of courfe ? However, with refpe6t to 

the church, as it was a point of confcience, the club 

^0 not feeni to have been altogether fo moderate in 

"their defigns. " Believe me," fays the Do6lor, in 

the fame letter, " the Church of England, which 

*' you think you are fupporting, has received a 

^' greater blow by this condu6l of yours, than / and 

*^ all my friends have ever aimed at it.'' They had 

llien, it fcems, aimed a blow at the eftablilhed church, 

and were forming a plan for improving the conftitu- 

tio n ; and yet the Do6lor, in the fame letter, twice 

ejc iprefles his aftonifhment at their being treated as 

th <^ enemies of church and ftate. In a letter to the 

fttji ^ent& of the College of Hackney, he fays, 

" SI hierarchy, equally the hane of Chriftianity and ra* 

** clonal lihertyy now confefles its weaknefs ; and 

*^ "foe affured, that you will fee its conaplete re-, 

*' :Formation, or its falV And yet he has the 

aff"V:3rance to tell the people of Birmingham, that 

th^irfiiperiors have deceived them in reprefenting 

hi*xa and his fe6t as the enemies of church and 

fta^tc. 

I3ut, fay they, we certainly exercifed the right of 

fr^«men in affembling together ; and even if our 

ineetinghad been unlawful, cognizance fhould have 

^^^n taken of it by the magiftracy : there can be no 

Viberty where a ferocious mob is fufFcred to fuperfede 

tbe law. Very true. This is what the Dodtor has 

been told a thoufand times, but he never would be- 

Vicvc it. He flill continued to bawl out, " The fun- 

*' fliine of reafon will affiircdly chafe away and diffi* 

^'^ pate the milis of darknefs and error; and when 

*' the majefty of the people is infulted, or they feel 

VOL. I. M *' themfelvea 
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" themielvcs oppreflcd by itfy Jet of mm^ (hey 
•* have the power to reilrcls the grievance/* So the 
people of Birminghatn, feeling their majefly infulted 
h^ a Jet of men (and a very impudent fet of men 
too), who audacioufly attempted to perfuade them 
that they were *^ alljlaves and idolaiersj'' and to ie- 
dace them from their duty to God and their 
country, rofe " /o redrefs the grievance** And yet 
he complains ? Ah ! (ays he, but, my good townf-* 
oien, 

«« y ou miftake the matter : 

^* For, in all fcniples of this nature, 
** No nuin includes himfelf^ nor turns 
•• The point upon his own concerns." 

And therefore he fays to the people of Birming^ 
ham, " You have been mifled/* But had they fuf- 
fered themfelves to be mifled by himfelf into an in- 
furred) ion againfl the Grovernment ; had they burnt 
the churches, cut the throats of the clergy, and 
hung the magiftrates, military officers, and nobility, 
to the lamp-pofls, would he not have laid that they 
cxercifed a facred right ? Nay, was not the very 
fcfiival, which was the immediate caufe of the riots, 
. held exprefsly to celebrate fcenes like thefe ? to cele- 
brate the inglorious triumphs of a mob ? The 14th 
of July was a day marked with the blood of the 
innocent, and eventually the deftrudlion of an em- 
pire. The events of that day muft flrike horror to 
every heart except that of a deiftical philofopher, and 
would brand with eternal infamy any other nation 
but France ; which, thanks to the benign influence 
of the Rights of Man, has made fucb a progrefs in 
ferocioufnefs, murder, facrilege, and every fpecics of 
infamy, that the horrors of the 14th of July are al- 
ready forgotten. 

What we celcl^tate, we muft approve ;* and docs 
not the man, who approved of the events of the 
14th of July, blulh to complain of the Birming- 

ham 
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bam riots ? " Happily," fays lie to the people 
of Birmingham, " happily the minds of Englifli- 
•' men have a horror for murder^ and therefore you 
•^ did not, I hope, think of that ; though, by your 
*' clamorous demanding me at the hotel, it is pro- 
*^ bable that, at that time, fome of you intended 
*' me fome perfonal injury.'* Yes, Sir, happily the 
ttiinds of Englilhmen have a horror for murder ; but 
who will fay that the minds of Englifli men,* or 
Englifli women either, would have a horror for mur- 
der, if you had fucceeded in overturning their reli- 
gion and conftitution, and introducing your French- 
ified fyflem of liberty ? The French were acknow- 
ledged to be the moft pplite and amiable people in 
all Europe : what are they now ? Let La Fayette, 
Briffot, Anacharfis Cloots, or Thomas Paine him- 
fclf, anfwer; this queflion. 

Let us fee, a little, how mobs have a6led under 
the famous government that the Do6lor fo much 
admires. 

I (hall not attempt a detail of the horrors com- 
mitted by the cut^throat Jourdan and his alTociates 
in Provence, Avignon, Languedoc, and Roufillon — 
towns and villages facked, gentlemen's feats and 
cafiles burnt, and their inhabitants maflacred ; ma« 
giftrates infulted, beat, and imprifoned, fometimes 
killed ; prifoners fet at liberty, to cut the throats of 
thofe they had already robbed. The exploits of this 
band of patriots would fill whole volumes. They 
xeduced a great part of the inhabitants of the iineft 
and mofl: fertile country in the whole world, to a 
degree of mifery and ruin that would never have 
been forgotten, had it not been fo far eclipfed iince, 
by tb^. operation of what is, in •* that devoted coun- 
try/' called the law. The amount of the damages 
ftfft^tied in property, was perhaps a hundred thou- 
ft&d times as gre^tt as that fuftained by the revolu- 
tionifis at Birminghafiu When repeated accounts 

vi% of 
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of thcfc murderous fccncs were laid before the Na- 
tional Aflembly, what was the confequencc ? what 
the redrefp ? " We had our fears/' fays Monfieur 
Gentil, " for the prifoners of Avignon, and for the 
** lives and property of the inhabitants of that un- 
*^ happy country ; but thefe fears arc now changed 
** into a certainty : the prifoners are releafed ; the 
*^ country-feats are burnt, and" — Monfieur Gentil . 
was called to order, and not fufFercd to proceed ; af- 
ter which thefe precious " Guardians of the Rights 
of Man'* pafTed a cenfure on him, for having 
flandered the patriots. It is notorious, that the 
chief of thefe cut-throats, Jourdan, has fincc pro- 
duced his butcheries in Avignon, as a proof of his 
cpvifrn^ and that he is now a difiinguifhed charader 
among the real friends of the revolution. 

Does the Doctor remember having heard anjr 
thing about the^lorious achievements. of the loth of 
Auguft, 1792 ? Has he ever n>ade an efiimate of the 
property deftroyed in Paris on that and the foltowing 
^ays ? Let hiin compare the defirudlion that follow- 
ed the fleps of that mob, with the lofs of his boafied 
apparatus; and when he has done this, let him tell 
us, if he can, where he would now be, if the GrOt- 
vernment of England had treated him and his friendsp 
as the National Aflembly did the fufFerers in the riots 
of the loth of Auguft. But, perhaps, he looks upon 
the events of that day as a glorious vidlory, a new 
. emancipation, and of courfe will fay, that I degrade 
the heroes in calling them a mob. 1 am not for dif- 
puting with him about a name ; he may call them 
the heroes of the loth o^ Augaft, if he will : " The 
heroes of the 14th of July," has always been un- 
dcrfiocd to mean, a gang of hkodihirfty canmbak, 
and I would by no means wifh to withhold the title 
from tliofe of the loth of Auguft. 

Will the Dodlor allow, that it was a. mob that 
murdered the ilate prifoners from Orleans ? or does 

he 
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he infift upon calling that maffacre an a3 of chi/fn, 
and the a<^ors in it the heroes of the ilth of Sep- 
tember ? But. whether it was an a6i: of civiftn, a niaf- 
iacre, or a vidlory, or whatever it was, I cannot help 
giving it a place here, as I find it recorded by his 
pountryman, Dodlor Moore. ^' The mangled bo- 
^* dies," fays he, " were lying in the flreet, on the 
" left hand, as you go to the Chateau^ from Paris. 
•*^ Some of the lower fort of the inhabitants of Ver- 
** failles were looking on ; the reft, ftruck with ter- 
*' ror, were Ihut up in their (hops and houfes. The 
*^ body of the Duke of Briflac was pointed out, the 
.?' head and one of the hands was cut ofF: a man 
*^ flood near fmoking tobacco, with his fword 
u drawn, and a human hand iluck on the point:' 
*' another fellow walked carelefsly among the bodies 
. " with an entire arm of another of the prisoners 
*^ fixed to the point of his fword. A waggon af- 
*^ tcrwards arrived, into which were thrown as many 
^y of the flaughtered bodies as the horfes could draw : 
*^ a boy of about fifteen years of age was in the 
*^ waggon, affifting to receive the bodies as they 
** were put in, and packing them in the moft con- 
" venient manner, with an air of as much in- 
*^ diflference as if they had been fo many parcels 
** of goods. One of the wretches who threw in 
"the bodies, and who, probably, had affifted in the 
" maffacce, i^id to the fpedtators in praife of the 
" boy*s adlivity, ' See that tittle fellow there ; how 
''hold he is r 
" The aflaflins of the prifoners were a party who 
• " came from Paris the preceding evening, moft of 
** them in poii-chaifes, for that purpofe, and who 
** attacked thofe unhappy men while they remairted 
** in the ftreet, waiting till the gate of the prifon, 
. " which was prepared for their reception, fhould be 
" opened. The detachment which had guarded the 
" prifoners from Orleans, ftood Ihameful and paflivc 

M 3 *^ fpetta\.o\^ 
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«« fpc<9ators of themaflacre. — ^Thc mifer^ble prifon.- 
^< ers being all unarmed, and foxne of tbem fet- 
•' tc cJ, could do nothing in their own defence: 
•* tVey were moft of them ftabbed ; and a few, 
*' who attempted refinance, were cut down with 
*• fabres. 

** There ncfver was a more barbarous and dailardly - 
" ad^ion performei in the face of tlie fun,— Gra- 
** cious Heaven ! were thofe barbarities, which 
** would difgrace favages, committed by French- 
*' men ! by that lively and ingenuous people^ wholp 
** w^itings were fo much admired, whofe fociety hdS 
«* been lb much courted, and whofe manners have 
*^ been fo much imitated by all the neighbouring n^- 
** tioris? This atrocious deed, executed in the ftreict 
^^ of Yerfailles, and the horrors committed in thp 
*^ prifoiis of Paris, will fix indelible ftains on thc^ 
^* chara<5Ver of the French nation. It is faid, thofe 
*^ barbarities revolted the hearts of many of the d- 
*^ tizens of Paris and Verfailles, as much as they 
*^ could thofe of the inhabitants of London or 
" Windfor. It is alfo faid, that thofe mafiacres* 
" were not committed by tlie inhabitants of Paris or 
** Verfailles, but by a ftt of hired affaffins. — ^Biit 
*' who hired thofe aJHaffins ? Who remained in 
*^ Ihamcful ftupor and daftardly ihadtivity, while 
" their laws were infultcd, their p^ifons violated, 
*^ and their fellow-citizens butchered in the open 
** flreets ? I do not believe, that from the wic- 
*^ kedeft gang of highwaymen, houfebreakers, and 
*' pickpockets, that infeft London and the neigh- 
*' bourhood, men could be feledled who could tie 
•^ bribed to murder, in cold blopdi fuch a num- 
*' ber of their countrymen. — And if they could» 
** I km convinced that no degree of popular deld- 
** fiou they are capable of, no pretext, no motive 
^^ whatever, could make the inhabitants of London 
** or Windfor, or' any town of Great Britain, fufFer 

" fuch 
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^^ fach dreadful exccutioDS to be perfom^ed within 
*' their waUs/' 

No ; I hope not : yet I do not know what 
might have been effedled, by an introdu6tion of 
the iame fyftem of anarchy, that he has changed 
the airy French into a fet of the moft fcrociom 
inhuman bloodhounds, that ever di^iaced the hur 
man ihape. 

Prom Icenes like thefe, the mind turns for reh'ef 
and Gonfolation to the riot at Birmingham. That 
riot, confidered comparatively with what Do6lor 
Pricftlcy and his friends wifhed and attempted to flir 
up, was peace, harmony, and gentlcnefs. Has this 
man any reafon to complain ? He will perhaps fay, 
he did not approve of the French riots and mafla- 
cres ; to which I (hall anfwer, that he did approve 
^of them. His public celebration of them was a 
convincing proof of this ; and if it were not, his 
iending his fon to Paris, in the midft of them, to 
3requeft the honour of becoming a French citizen, is^ 
a proof that certainly will not be difputed *. If, then, 
^3ire take a view of the riots of which the Doftor is 
an admirer, and of thofe of which he exprefles his 
cietefiation, we muft fear that he is very far from be- 
ing that " friend of human happinefi^^ that the De- 
mocratic Society pretend to believe him. . In fhort, 
in whatever light we view the Birmingham riots, we 



* Another " hazarded aflertion." Let us hear the Doctor 
agaiD. *• My fecond fon, who was prefent both at the riot, and 
" the affizeis, felt more indignation fiiil, and willingly liftened to 
f* a prppofal to fettle in France ; and there his reception was but 
** too flattering." It is ufelefs to afcertain the time of this flatter- 
ing reception, in order to prove that it was in the midftof mafla- 
€rc8 ; for the revolution has been one continued fcenc of muf-- 
der and rapine ; but, however, if the reader has an opportu- 
nity of examining the Paris papers, he will find that the cc« 
reipony took place within a very few days of the time whca 
joordan filled the ke-houfe at Avignon with mangled bodies. 

M 4 can 
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can fee no objcft that excites our compaflion, occepC^ 
the inhabitants of the hundred, and the uDfortunate 
rioters themfelves. 

The charge that the Do<5)or brings againft bis 
country is, that it has not afforded Mm protections — 
It ought to be remarked here, that there is a ipate- 
rial difference between a Government that does not 
at all times zSoxdi/ufficietU protection, and one that 
is oppreffhe. However, in his anfwer to the New- 
York addrefTeSy he very politely acquieices in the 
government and laws of England being oppreilive 
alio. Would he really prefer the proceedings of a 
revolutionary tribunal to thofe of a court of juflice in 
England ? Does he envy the lot of his colleagues 
Manuel, Lacroix, Danton, and Chabot ? How 
would he look before a tribunal like that of the 
Princefs de Lamballe, for example? When this 
much-lamented, unfortunate lady was dragged before 
the villains that fat in a kind of mock -judgment on 
her^ they were drinking eau de vie, to the damna- 
tion of thofe that lay dead before them. Their ihirt- 
flceves were tucked up to their elbows ; their arms 
and hands, and even the goblets they were drinking 
out of, were befmearcd with human blood 1 I much 
queftion if the aflaflin*s flab, or even tlye lafl pang 
of death, with all its concomitant bitternels, was 
half fo terrible as the blood-freezing fight of \hefb 
hell-hounds. Yet this was a court cfjufiice^ under 
that conftitutipn which " the friend of human bap- 
pinefs" wanted to impofe on his countrymen! Paine, 
in fpeaking'of the Englifti Government, fays exull- 
ingly, and, as he fancies, wittily, *^ they manage thofe 
things better in France.'* I fancy, this boafting 
*^ reprefentative of twenty-four millions of freemen*' 
would now be glad to exchange his pofl of deputy, 
for that of under-ftioeblack to the meaneft lackey 
at the court of London ! Would he not, with joy, 

exchange 
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exchange his cachot^^ with the reverfion of the guil* 

lotine into the bargain, for the darkcft cell in that 

■very Baftilc, the deiirudtion of which he has fo tri- 

ximphantly and heroically fung ? His fate is a good 

liint to thofe who change countries every tiib^e they 

<nx>fs the fea. A man of all countries is a m^ of 

.1:10 country : and let all thofe citizens of the world 

remember, that he who has been a bad fuhjedl in his 

own country, though from fome latent motive he 

may be well received in another, will never be either 

irufied or refpeSled. 

The DoiStor and his. fellow-labourers, who have 
lately emigrated to Botany Bay, have been continu- 
ally crying out, " A reform of Parliament." The 
ikme vifionary delufion feems to have pervaded all 
reformers in all ages. They do not confider what 
^an be done, but what they think, ought to be done. 
They have no calculating principle to dire<5l them to 
difcover whether a reform will coft them more than 
it is worth, or not. They do not fit down to count 
tbecofl; but the objed being, as they think, defi- 
" rable,. the. means arc totally difregarded. If the 
firft of French refornjers had counted the cofl, I do 
not believe they ^ere villains or idiots enough to 
have purfued their plan as they did. To fave a tenth 
part of their income,, they have given the whole, or 
rather it has been taken from them. To preferve the 
life of a perfon now and then unjuflly condemned, 
they have drenched the country with the blood of 
the innocent. Even the Bafiile, that terrible monu- 
meat of tyranny, which has been painted in fuch 
frightful colours, contained but two fi^ate priforiers, 
when it was forced by the mob ; and the reformers, 
to deliver thefe two prifoners, and to guard others 
from a like fate, have eredled baftiles in every town 
and in every ftreet. Before the revolution, there 

* Faittc was ia prifon when this was written. 

were 
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agreeable difappointment ; if uot^ the foouer he emi- 
grates back jngaui, the better. 

Syftem- mongers are an unreafonable fpecies o( 
mortals : time, place, climate, nature itfelf, mufl^ 
give way. They muft have the fame government \i^ 
every quarter of the. globe ; when perhaps there ar^ 
not two countries which can poffibly admit of th^^ 
fame form of government at the fame time, h^- 
thoufand hidden caulcs^ a thoufand cirQumfiaoces^-^ — 
and unforefeen events, confpire to the forming of a 
Government. It is always done by little and little. 
When completed, it prefents nothing like ^^J^em;, 
nothing like a thing compofed, and writtea in a 
book. It is curious to hear people cite the Ank^ricaa 
Government as the fummit of human perfe(^ion, 
while they decry the Englifh ; when it is abfotv»tely 
nothing more than the Government which the Kings, 
of England eUablifhed here, with fuch little modi- 
fications as were neceflary on account of the fiate of 
focicty and local circumftances*. If, then, the Doc- 
tor is come here for a change of government and 
laws, he is the mod difappointcd of mortals. He 
will have the mortification to find in his ** qfyluni 
the fame laws as thofe from which he has fled, the 
fame upright manner of adminiflering them, the 
fame punilhment of the oppreflbr, and the fame 
protccSliondf the opprcfled. In the Courts of Jufiice 
he will every day fee precedents quoted from the 
Englifh Uiw-books ; and (which to him may appear 
wonderful) we may venture to predicl, that it will 
, be very long before th^y will be fupplanted by the 
bloody records of the revolutionary tribunal.—^ 
Let him compare the Governments of thefe States^ 



* The common law is the fame in both countries. For a com* 
parifon between the laws rclpc£ting the liberty of the prcfe, fee the 
democratic Juilge* 

and 
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^nti the meafures they have purfued, with what has 

paifed under the boafted conftitution that he wifticd 

to introduce into England, and fe^ if he can find one 

fingle inftance of the moft diftant refemblance. Iti 

the abolition of negro flavery, for example, the Go- 

vernnaents of the United States have not ruihed head<^ 

long into the mad plan of the National Convention. 

With much more humane views, with a much* more 

fincere defire of feeing all mankind free and happy, 

they have, in fpite of clubs and focieties, proceeded 

with caution andjuftice. In fhort, they have adopted 

^ nearly as poflible, confidering circumftances and 

fituation^ the fame meafures as have been taken 

by the Ctovemmcnt which he abhors'*. He will 

have the further mortification to find, that the Gro^ 

Vernment here is not, any more than in England, 

influenced by the vociferations of filh-womcn, or 

by the i>oafts and refolutions of popular focieties. He 

will, however, have one confolation: here as well 

as there, he will find that the truly great, virtuous, 

and incorruptible man at the head of Government, 

is branded for an Artfiocrat by thofe noify gentr}\ 

Happinefs being the end of all good government, 
that which produces the mofl: is confequently the 
bcft ; and comparifon being the only method of de- 
termining the relative value of things, it is eafy to 
fee which is preferable, the tyranny which the French 
formerly enjoyed, or the liberty and equality they at 
prefcnt labour under. If the Doftor had come about 
a year fooner, he might have had the fetisfadlion of 
being not only an ear, but an eye witnefs alfo, of 
fome of the blefled effects of this celebrated revolu- 
tion. He might then have been regaled with that 
'fight, fo delegable to a modern philofopher ; opo^ 
• lence reduced to mifery. 

♦ I here fpeak of the Federal Government o«ly. The State 
Governments differ as widely in their fyftcms as in their condud. 

5 The 
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The* fl ale pretence, that the league againft th^ 
French has been thecaule of their inhaman-Condu^)^ 
to each other, cannot, by the n)oft perverfb fophiftry^ 
be applied to the ifland of St. Domingo. That fin^ 
rich colony was ruined, its fuperb capital and villas 
reduced to alhes, one half of its inhabitants maifa- 
cred, and the other half reduced to beggary, before 
an enemy ever appeared on the coaft. No : it is 
that fyOem of anarchy and blood that was celebrated 
at Birmingham, on the 14th of July, 179I9 that has 
been thecaufe of all this murder and devaftation. 

Nor let the Doctor pretend that this could not be 
forefeen* It was forefeen, and foretold too, from the 
very moment a part of the deputies to the States Ge- 
neral were permitted to call them (elves a National 
Aifembly. In proof of this, I could mention a do^ 
zen publications that came out under his own eye i 
but I fhall content myfelf with giving a fhort extract 
from a fpeecli in the Britith Parliament, which is the 
more proper on this occaiion, as it was delivered but 
a few weeks before the period of the riots. «^ The 
** Americans," faid Mr. Burke, " have what was 
" eflfentially neceflary for freedom : they have the 
" phlegm of the good-tempered Englifhmen — ^they 
** were fitted for republicans by a republican educa- 
•** tion. Their revolution was not brought about 
" by bafe and degenerate crimes ; nor did they over- 
** turn a government for the purpofes of anarchy j 
" but they raifed a republic, as nearly reprefenting 
" the Britifli Government as it was poffible. They 
" did not run into the abfurdity of France, and by 
". feizing on the rights of man, declare that the nation 
." was to govern the nation, and Prince Prettyman 
" to govern Prince Prettyn^'^n*. There are in Ca- 

" nada 



* If jhis Gentleman could fee a rant publiflied a few days ago 
hy my old friends, the New-York Democratic Society, ho would 

find 
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^*^ nada many of the ancient inhabitants ; will it be 

^^ proper to give them the French Conllitution ? Itl 

*^ my opinion, there is not a lingle circumflance 

^^ that recommends the adoption of any part of it, 

*^ for the whole is abominably bad, the produ6lion of 

^^ folly, not wifdom — of vice, not virtue ; it contains 

^^ nothing but extremes, as diftant from each other 

^^ as the polesr-rthc parts are in eternal oppofition to 

*^ each other — it is founded on what is called the 

*^ rights of man ; but, to my convidlion, it is founded 

*^ on the wrongs of man ; and I now hold in my' 

*^ hand, an example of its efFeds on the French cd» 

*^ lonies. Domingo, Guadaloupe, and the other 

*^ French iflands, were rich, happy, and growing 

" in flrength and confequence, in fpiteof the three 

•' laft (liftrefling wars, before they heard of the new 

" dodirine of the rights of man ; but thcfe rights 

" were no iboner arrived at the iflands than any 

" fpediator would have imagined that Pandora's box 

" bad been opened, and that hell had yawned out 

" difcord, murder, and every mifchief; for anarchy, 

" confufion, and bloodfhed raged every where ; it 



^^ was a general fummons for 



'* Black fpirits and white, 

** Blue fpirits and gray, 

" Mingle^ mingle, mingle, 

** You that mingle may." 

'* When the Aflcmbly heard of thefe diforders, they 
** ordered troops to quell them ; but it proves that 
" the troops have joined the infurgents, and mur- 
^ dered their commander. I look on the revolution 



find Aat wc are improved ; and that Prince Prettyman is to govern 
Prince Prctnrman, here as well as in France : " V^hat," fay tbcy, 
** (hall preicrve public liberty, but the wifdom of an eniighreoed 
** people ? In every free date, the fovereignty is vcfted in the 
** people, and every individual is at once a U^iflator and afo- 
" vereJgmC* 

" with 
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" with horror and cleteftation ; it is a revolution ot 
". confumnjate lolly, formed and maintained by every ^ 
« vice." 

But perhaps tlic Doctor's intenfe (Indies, " hiscon-^ 
*^ tiuual labours for the good of mankind/* mights 
not leave him time to purfue the debates of Parlia^ 
ment ; however, we may fairly prefume, that b^ 
read the letters addreffed to himfelf ; and if ib, h^" 
has read the following pafTage : ^^ You think that a 
*^ neighbouring nation is emancipated Yrom tyranny^ 
V and that a company of Englilhmenmayjaudably 
" cxprefs their joy on the occafion. Were your pre* 
** mifes true, I would allow your concluiion^ But let 
" us wait the event. Philofophers ihoiild not be 
*' too credulous, or form their determinations tod 
•* ralhly. It is very poffible that all the magnifi^ 
" cent fcheroes of your auguft diet in France may 
'^ be faccceded by a ridiculous^ a villanous^ or a 
" bloody cataflrophe/* 

Either he forefaw the confequences of the French 
revolution, or he did not forefec them: if he did 
not, he muft confefs that his penetration was far in- 
ferior to that of his antagonifts, and even to that' of 
the multitude of his countrymen ; for they all fore- 
faw them. If he did forefee them, he ought to blufh 
at being called the *^ friend of human happinefs;!* 
for, to forefee fuch dreadful calamities, and to form 
a deliberate plan for bringing them upon his country, 
he rag ft have a difpofition truly diabolical. If he 
did not forefec them, he rauft have an underftanding 
little fuperior to that of an idiot ; if he did, he muft 
have the heart of a Marat. Let him choofe. 

But it is pretty clear that he forefaw the confe- 
quences, or, ^t leaft, that he approves of them ; 
ior, as I have obferved above, he fent his fon into 
Frai^ce, in the very midft of the maffacres, to rc- 
queft the honour of becoming a French Citizen ; and 
in his anfwers to the addreffers at New-York, he 

takes 
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takes good cate to cxprefs his difapprobation of the 
war purfued by his country (which he calls an infa- 
tuation), becaufe its manifett tendency is to deftroy 
that hydra, that fyftem of anarchy which is the pri- 
mary caufe. Befides, is not his emigration itfelf a 
convincing proof th^t his opinion ftill remains the 
fame ? If he found himfelf miftaken, he would 
confefs his error : at leafl tacitly, by a change of 
condu6l. Has he done this? No: the French 
revolution is his fyflem, and fooner than hot fee it 
eftabliftied, I much queftion if he would not with 
pleafure fee the maflacre of all the human race. 

Even fuppofc his intended plan of improvement 
had been tne beft in the world, inftead of the worft, 
the people of England had certainly a right to rejedt 
it. He claims as an indubitable right, the right of 
thinking, for others^ and yet he will not permit the 
people of England to think for them/elves. Paine 
fays, ** What a whole nation wilJs^ it has a right io 
</o." Confequently, what a whole nation does 
not willj it has a right not to do. Roufleau (ays, " The 
majority of a people has a right to force the reft to 
be//r^ :*' but even the *^ infane Socrates of the Na- 
tional Affembly" has never, in all his abfurd reve- 
ries, had the folly to pretend, that a club of diflenting 
malcontents has a right to force a whole nation to 
he free. If the Englifli choofe to remain flaves, 
bigots, and idolaters, as the Doctor calls them, that 
was no bulinefs of his : he had nothing to do with 
them. He Ihould have let them alone ; and perhaps 
in due time, the abufes of their Government would 
have come to that " natural termination^* which, he 
tmfis, " will gaard againft future abules/' But no, 
iaidthe Doctor, I will reform you — 1 will enlighten 
you — I will make you free. You fhall not, fay the 
people. But I will ! fays the Doctor. By——, fay 
the people, you fliall not ! ** And 'uchen Ahithophcl 
"y^w that his counfel v:as not fJlo\ji'eJ, hefaddled his 

VOL. I. N ** a^i^ 
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•* tf/J, (wd arofe^ and gaf hm home to his houfe^ to his 
** cUy^ amlputhishouJeholdinorJery and hanged him- 
^* yt'^, and died J atidwas buried in ihefepulchre of his 
'' fatherr 

I now beg the reader's company, in a flight review 
of the addreHes delivered to the Doctor by the feve- 
ral patriotic focicties at New- York *. 

It is no more than juftice to fay o£ thefe addi'eflcs, 
in the lump, that they are diftinguiftied for a certain 
barrennefs of thought and vulgarity, of flyle, which, 
were wc not in pofleilion of the Dollar's anfwer, 
might be thought inimitable. If the parties were 
lefs known, one might be tempted to thmk that the 
addreflers were dull by concert ; and that, by way of 
retaliation, the Do6lor was refolved to be as dull as 
they. At leaft, if this was their defign, nobody 
will deny but they have fucceeded to admiration. 

" The Governments of the old worl4,*' fay the 
Democratic Society, " are moft of them now bafely 
" combined to prevent the eftablifliment of liberty 
** in France, and to efFcd the total deftrudlion of 
*^ the Rights of Man/* 

What ! The Rights of Man yet ? I thought that 
Liberty and Eqtcality^ the Rights of Man^ and all that 
kind of political cant, had long been proved to be 
the grofleft impofition. Are there people in this 
country, and people who pretend to poflefs a fuperior 
degree of fagacity too, who are dolts enough to talk 
about French liberty^ after what pafles under their 
iiyes every day ? Is not every Frenchman in the 



* I. An addrefs from the ** Democratic Society*** 
II. From the " Tammany Society.*' 

III. From the " Apciated Teachers.** 

IV. From the « Republican Natives of Great Britain and Ire- 
land:* 

Thefe addrefTes, with the anfwerg to them, having all appeared 
in the Gazettes, it will be ufelefs to give them at length here. 

United 
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United States obliged to goto a Juflice of the Peace 
every two or three tnOnths, to have a certificate of 
refidence? And muft he ttbt have this certificate 
fworn to, and figned by four inhabitants befides the 
Magiftrate ? And rnuft he not pay for this too ? 
And if he fails in any part of this flavilh ceremony, 
Or goes into Canada or Florida, is he not marked out 
for the guillotine ? An Englilhman may come when 
he will, flay as long as he pleafes, go where he will, 
and return when. he will to his own country, with- 
out finding any law of profcription or confifcation 
iflued againfl: him or hb property. Which has the 
moft liberty ? 

I thought no one would dan our ears with French 
Xxhertyy after the decree which obliges every mer- 
chant, under the pain of the guillotine, to make a 
declaration of all his property in foreign countries, 
and to give up his right and title of fuch property to 
the Convention ; and not only to make a declaration 
of his own, btit of his neighbours' property alfo, 
under the fame penalty ! It has long been cufl:omary 
to expreis a deteftation of the tyranny and cruelty of 
the Inquifition : but the Inquifition, in the height 
of its fcverity, was never half fo tyrannical a^ this 
decree. This is the boafled * ^ Gallic liberty." Let * 
us hear their own definition of this liberty. ^* Li- 
" bcrty," fays Barrere, in his repdrt to the National 
.Convention, on the 3d of January, 1794, *^ Liberty, 
'* my dear fellow citizens, is a privileged and general 
" creditor ; not only has fhe a right to omx property 
" 2iXidiperfonSy but to our talents and courage ^ and 
"even to our thoughts T Oh, liberty! what a 
metamorphofis hafl: thou undergone in the hands 
of thefe political jugglers ! 

If this be liberty, may God in his mercy 

continue me the moft abje<ft flave ! If this be 

liberty, who will fay that the EngUlh did not do 

^ K 2 wcU 
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well in rcje(!^ing the Dodlor's plan for making 
Ihcm free ? The democrats of New- York accufcthe 
allies of being combined to prevent the eflablifhmeot 
of liberty in France, and to deftroy the rights of 
man ; when it is notorious that the French tbcmfelfcs 
have banifhed the very idea of the thing from 
amongft them ; that is to fay, if they ever had an 
idea of it. Nay, the author of the Rights of Man^ 
and the authorefs of the Rights of fPomen^ arc at 
this moment ftarving in a dirty dungeon, not a hun- 
dred paces from the fafidim fanSlorujn of liberty and 
equality ; and the poor unfortunate goddefs* hcrfclf 
is guillotined ! So much for liberty and the Rights 
of Man. 

The Tammany Society comes forward in boafting 
of their " venerable anceftors,'* and, fays the Dbdor 
in his anfwer, " Happy would our venerable ancef- 
** tors have been to have found, &c." What! were 
they the Do6lor*s anceftors too ? I fuppofe he meani 
in a figurative fenfe. But certainly, Gentlemen, you 
made z faux fas in talking about your anceftors at all. 
It is always a tender fubjed, and ought to be parti- 
cularly avoided by a body of men " who difdain 
the fhacklcs of tradition.** 

You fay, that in the United States ^* there exifls 
" a fentiment of free and candid inquiry, which dif- 
" dains the fhackles of tradition, preparing a rich 
*^ harveft of improvement, and the glorious triumph 
" df truth." Knowing the religbus, or rather ir- 
religious principles of the perfon to whom this fen- 
tence was addreifed, it is eafy to divine its mcatiing; 
But, without flattery, your zeal furpafles that of the 

* Madame Hebert, who had the honour of reprefenting this 
/deity, and who received, for a confiderable time, the adoratfoHf 
and incenfe of the ddvout Farifians, was guillotined not long ago. 
It is impoffible to fay for what ihe was executed, as the court, c^ 
which (he was tried, do not wade their precious time in, commit- 
ting their proceedings to writing. 

Dodlor 
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Dodlor himfelf : he difdains revelation onlyi the au- 
thority of Mofes, David, and a parcel of folks that 
nobody knows ; but you difdain what your fathers 
have told you : which is the more furprifing, as, at 
the fame time, you boaft: of your ^^ venerable an- 
cejiorsr People fhoiild always endeavour to be con- 
fident, at lead when intereji does not interfere. How- 
ever, fuppofe the ihackles of revelation and tradi- 
tion both completely ftiaken off, and the infidel Uni- 
tarian fyfiem eftablifhed in their fiead^ what good 
would the country derive from it ? This is certainly 
worth inquiry, becaufe a thing that will do no good^ 
can be good for nothing. The people of thefe States 
arc, in general, induftrious, fober, honeft, humane, 
charitable, and fincere ; dutiful children and tender 
parents. This is the character of the people, and 
who will pretepd to fay that the Gofpel, the belief of 
which has chiefly contributed to their acquiring of 
this amiable charadler, ought to be exchanged for 
the atheifiical or deifiical dpdlrines of a Monvel * or 
a Priefiley ? For my part, I can fee nothing to in- 
duce us to try the experiment ; no, not even ^' the 
" rich harveft of improvement, and the glorious tri- 
*^ umph of truth," that you fay it promifes." We 
know the truth already ; we want no improvement 
in religious knowledge ; all we want is, to pracStife 



* Upoa the article of religion, Monvel fays, " the world bat 

^ &en three infamous impoflors, Mofes, Mahomet, and Jefus 

♦* Chrift. Men have ever been divided into two claflcs, the de- 

** ceivers and the deceived ; they Have always had folic fears and 

<< vain hopes. Thele have introduced religions, that is to fay^ 

<* cheats and dupes ; and in fliort, the foul of a man and that of a 

'* dogare juft as precious, and as immortal, the one as the other.'* 

This monvtl was a player, and was chofen by the National 

Convention of France as a prieft of atheifm. The above fent{« 

snentv making part of a difbourfe delivered by him in the church 

pf St. Roch> at Paris, were tranilaticd from ^^jQwrnal RefuhUcm^ 

4$ Paris. 

N 3 better 
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better what wc know ; and it is not likely that our 
pra<fticc would be improved by diUdaining the • 
theory. 

You allow that a public and fincere fpirit of tole- 
ration cxills among us. What more is wanted ? If 
you were to efFeft a general dil'dain of the fhackles 
of tradition, perhaps the *' rich harveft" would be 
a corruption of manners, difcord, perfecution, and 
blood. The fame caufes generally produce the lame 
efFc£ls : to fee and be terrified at thofe efFcAs, we 
have only to turn our eyes to that diftradted country^ 
where it mull be allowed, even by yourfelves, the 
ihacklrs of tradition are fufficiently difdaincd. 

Dodtor Prieftley profefTes to with for nothing but 
toleration, liberty of confcience. But let us contrail 
thcfe moderate and difinterefted profeiBons with what 
he has advanced in fome of his lateft publications. 
I have already taken notice of the aflcrtion in his 
letters to the fiudents of Hackney, " that the cfta- 
" bliflied church mufi fall'' In his addreis to the 
Jews (whom, by the by, he feems to wiih to form 
a coalition with), he fays, " all the perfecutions of 
the Jews have arifen from Trinitarian, that is to fay^ 
idolatrous Chriftiansy Idolatrous Chriftians ! It is the 
flrft time, I believe, theletwo words were ever joined 
together. Is this the language of a man who wanted 
only toleration, in a country where the eftablifhed 
church, and the moft part of the Diflenters alfo, are 
profeffedly Trinitarians ? He will undoubtedly fay, 
that the people of this country are idolaters too, for 
there is hot one out of a hundred at mofl:, who does 
not firmly believe in the dodlrine of the Trinity. 

Such a man complains of perfecution with a very 

ill grace. But fuppofe he had been perfecuted for a 

mere matter of opinion ; it would be only receiving 

the meafurc he has meted to others. Has he not ap- 

"ived of the unmerciful perfecution of the unfor- 

,te and worthy part of the French clergy ? men 

as 
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as far furpafling him in piety and utility as in fufFerr 
ing. They did not want to coin a new religion; 
they wanted only to be permitted to enjoy, without 
interruption, the one they had been educated in, and 
that they had fworn, in the mofl. folemn manner, to 
continue in to the end of their lives. The DocStor 
fays, in his addrefs to the Methodifls, "You will 
*^ judge whether I have not reafon and Scripture on 
*^ my fide. You will at lead be convinced, that 
" 1 have fo perfuaded myfelf: and you cannot but 
" refpe6l a real lover of truth, and a dejire to bring 
" others into it^ even in the man who is unfortunately 
" in an error." Does liot this man blufh at approv- 
ing of the bafe, cowardly, and bloody pc^fecutions 
that have been carried on againft a fet of men, Avho 
erred, if they did err at all, from an excefs of confci- 
entioufnefs ? He talks of perfecution, and puts on 
the mockery of woe : theirs lias been perfecution in- 
deed. Robbed, dragged from their homes, or obliged 
to hide from the fight of man, in continual expeiS- 
ation of the aflafliin's ftab ; fome tranfported like 
common felons, forever ; and a much greater num- 
ber butchered by thofeto whofe happiqefe their lives 
had been devoted, and in that country that they loved 
too well to difgrace by their apoftacy ! How gladly 
would one of thefe unfortunate confcientious men 
have efcapcd to America, leaving fortune, friends, 
and all behind him ! and how different has been the 
fate of Do6lpr Prieftley ! Ah, Gentlemen ! do not ' 
let us be deceived by falfe pretenders: the manner 
of bis emigration is of itfelf a fuflSlcicnt proolF that ^ 
the ftcp was not neceflTary to the enjoyment of " pro-» 
tciSlion from violence." 

You fay he has ** long difmterejiedly laboured for 
" his country." 'T is true he fays fo, but we muft 
not believe him more difintereficd than other re- 
formers. If toleration had been all he wanted ; if 
,Jic. had contented himfelf with the permiflSon of 

N 4 fjpreading 
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fprcading his dodtrines, he would have found this in 
England, or in almoit any other country, as well as 
here. The man that wants only to avoid perfecu-^ 
tion, does not noake a noify and failidiouis difplay of 
his principles, or attack with unbridled indccpnpy, 
the religion of the country in which he lives, }ip 
who avoids perfecution, is feldom perfecuted* 

^* The lifted axe, the agonizing wheel, 
** Luke's iroEX crown and Dannien*s bed of fteel, 
^^ To mea remote from pow'r but rarely known, 
** Leave reafon, fiiith, and confcience all our own," 

But the Do6lor did not want to be remote from 
power, or prqfii either ; for in his fermon on the teft 
laws, he propofes " to fet apart one church for the 
. ^* Diflenters in every coniiderable town, and a cer-? 
*^ tain allotment of tiihes for their Minifier, pro- 
'^ portioned to the number of Diffenters in the dif-^ 
'^ tridl.** A very modell and difinterefied requeft 
truly ! Was this mail feeking peace and toleration 
only? He thinks thefe fadls are unknown in Ame^ 
rica. After all his clamour againtl tithes, and bift 
rejoicing on account of their abolition in France, he 
had no objedlion to their continuing in England, 
provided he came in for a ihare. Aflonifhin^ ^ifin* 
terefiednefe ! 

In this country there is nothing to fear from the 
DodVors difihtereflednefs, becaufe there being uq 
public revenue annexed to any worship whatever, 
tliere is nothing to wrangle for ; but from the di4S:- 
minating of his deifiical doctrine, there is much ta 
fean A celebrated deiit in E^ngland fays, th^ there 
can be no fuch thing as an athcifi ; that it is impof- 
iible : for, fays he, " every one muft neceiTartiy he-: 
^ lieve that'fome caufe or other produce^ the uni- 
^^ verfe ; he may call that caufe what he pleafes ; 
'^ Godf naUire, or even chance ; fiill he believes^ iu 
f' the efficacy of that caufe, and therefore is no 
" athcift.' • And, indeed, we fliaU fuad that d^ifm 
4 i«^ 
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is bat another name for atheifm, whether we con- , 
lider it in theory or in pradice. That we flioulcj not 
be bettered by the introduction of deifm or atheifm, 
I think is a clear cafe. " The fear of the tiord is the 
^' beginning of wifidom." While this fear exiAed 
in France, there was fome kind of manners, fome 
kind of juftice left ; but ever iince the deluded peo- 
ple have been feught that Jefus Chrifl was an in- . 
famous iippbfibr, and the worfhip of him has been 
forbidden as " idolatrous," the whole infernal le- 
gion feems to be let loofe amongft them^ and the 
Dation appears marked out for a dreadful example to 
mankind : indeed fome fuch example was necefTary 
to cure the world of the infidel philpfophy of Vol- 
t^re, Roufleau, Gibbon, Prieflley, and the reft of 
that enlightened tribe. 

We are continually exclaiming againft prejudice, 
without attending to its ^fFcdl on ourfelves. I am 
afraid prejudice in favour of the French revolutioD, 
has )^d Americans to approve many things which, a 
few ye^rs ago, they would have viewed with the ut- 
mofi abhorrence, and that they would even now 
view with abhorrence in any other nation : and here 
I cannot help taking notice of an article that ap- 
ppared, not many days ago, in one of our public 
papers. The writer is giving a lift of eminent per- 
fons who have ** arifen on the democratic floor,'* 
which he concludes with Maratj Si. Paul^ and 
Jejus Chr'ifi. Is it not a moft horrid blafphemy 4o 
put the Son of God, the Prince of Pe^ce, on a foot- 
ing with the bloody author of the maffacres at Paris 
and Yerfailles ? I hope ^nd believe, that fuch blaf- 
p^pmers ar^ rare in the United States ; and the only 
\vay to keep them fo is, for the people to reject una- 
nio^ftftfly every a.ttei9pt to debafe Chriftianity, ia 
\vh^tevar ihap^, a,nd under whatever difguife it may 
appear.. 
1^9 the addrefe of " the republican natives of Great 

** Britain 
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" Britain and Ireland, refident at Netv-York," ^c 
find a very extraordinary paflagc indeed : but before 
we fay any thing about this addrefs, it will not be 
amifs to prcmife a word or two about the addreffers. 
I believe one might venture to fay, that there are but 
few natives of Ireland among them ; becaufe tb^ 
emigrants from that country, being generally et*-' 
gaged in agricultural purfuits from their firft arriv^^ 
here, have not the time to form themfelvcs into p<^ ^, 
litical focieties; and the words " Great Britain 
might probably have been fupplied by one word 
however, as the gentlemen have not thought thi^ 
word worthy of a place in their addrefs, I can hy^ 
no means think of introducing it here ; but let us ^ 
fee what they fay of themfelvcs : " After a fruUUfs 
*'* oppofitioH to a corrupt and tyrannical Government, 
" mam ofuSy like you^ fought freedom and proteflion 
" in the United States of America. We look back 
" on our native country with /»;/>• and indignation^ 
•* at the outrages that humanity has luftained in the 
'* perfons of the virtuous Muir and his patriotic af- 
** fociatcs." We may then fairly fuppofe that thefe 
" republican natives of Great Britain and Ireland'* 
can be no other than the members of that renowned 
Convention of which " the virtuous Muir," who is 
now fortunately on his paffage to Botany Bay, was 
Prefident. 

The paffage of their addrefs, alluded to above, is 
a^ follows : " Participating in the many bleilings 
" which the Government is calcutated to enfure, wo 
** are happy in giving it this proof of our refpc^ful 
^* attachment. We are only grieved that a fyftem 
^* of fuch beauty and excellence fhouldbe at all tar^ 
<* nijhid hy the exiflcnce ofjhncry in any form! but, 
" as friends to the equal rights of man, we muft be 
" permitted to fay, that we wi(h thefe rights ex- 
" tended to every human being, he his complexion 
" ivhat ;V nuiyx we, however, look forward with 

" pleafing 
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^ pleafing anticipation to a yet more petfeSl ^afe of 
*^ fociety ; and from that love of liberty which forms 
^* fo diftinguilhed a trait in the American charadler, 
«^ are taught to hope that this laji^ this worjl difgrace 
** to a free Government^ will finally and for ever be 
^^ done away." So ! thefe gentlemen are hardly 
landed in the United States before they begin to 
cavil againft the Government, and to pant after a 
more ferfeil fiate of fociety ! If they have already dif- 
covered that the fyftem is tarnifhed by the very tqfi 
andworfi dtfgrace of a free Governmenty what may we 
not reafonably expedl from their future refearches ? 
If they, with their virtuous Prefidcnt, had been 
landed in the fouthern States, they might have lent 
a hand to finifh the great work fo happily begun by 
Citizens Santhonax and Polverel : they have caught 
the itch of addrefling, petitioning, and remon- 
flrating, in their own country ; let them fcratch 
themfelves into a cure; but let them not attempt 
fpreading their diforder: they ought to remember, 
that they are come here " to feek freedom and pro- 
tection'' for themfelves, and not for others. When 
the people of thefe States are ready for a total abo- 
lition of negro flavery, they will make a fhift to fee 
the propriety of adopting the mcafure without the 
affiflance of thefe northern lights. In the mean 
time, as the Convention cannot here enter on the le- 
giflative funftions, they may amufc themfelves with 
a fable written for their particular ufe : 

The Pot-JAop, a Fahle. 

In a pot-lhop, well flocked with ware of all forts, 
a difcontcnted ill-formed pitcher qnluckily bore the 
fvvay. One day, after the mortifying ncgledt of fe- 
veral cuflomers, *« Gentlemen,'* faidhe, addrefling 
himfelf to his brown brethren in general, ** Gcntle- 
^' men, with your permiflion, we arc a fet of tame 
\^ fools, without ambition, without courage; con- 

" demned 
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<^ dcmned to the vileft ufes, we fuffer all without 
** murmuring: let us dare to declare ourielves, 
" and we fliall foou fee the difference. That fu- 
" perb ewer, which, like us, is but earth ; thofc 
'^ gilded jars, vales, china, and, in ihort, all thofe 
*' elegant nonlenies, whofe colours and beauty have 
" neither weight nor folidity, muft yield to our 
** flrength, and give place to our fuperior merit.'* 

This civic harangue was received with peals of 
applaufe, and the pitcher (chofen preiident) became 
the organ of the aflembly. Some, however, more 
moderate than the reft, attempted to calm the minds 
qf the multitude ; but all thole which are called jor- 
dens, or chamber-pots, were become intra<5table ; 
eager to vie with the bowls and cups, they were im- 
patient, almoft to madneis, to quit their obfcure 
abodes, to ihine upon the table, kiis the lip, and 
ornament the cupboard. 

In vain did a wile water-jug ((bme iky it was a 
platter) make them a long and ferious difcourfe 
upon the peaceful nefs of their vocation : ^^ Thofc,** 
lays he, " who are deflined to great employmenta: 
" are rarely the moft happy. We are all of tho 
** fame clay, 't is true; but he who made us, formed 
*^ us for different fundtions; one is for ornament, 
" another for ufe. The pofts the leaft important 
" are often the moft neceflary. Our employment^' 
" are extremely different, and fb are our talents."' 

This had a wonderful effedl ; the moft ftupid be- 
gan to open their ears : perhaps it would have fuc- 
ceedcd, if a greafe-pot had not cried out with a de- 
ciiive tone, ** You reafon like an als; to the devil 
«* with you and your filly lefTons." 

Now the fcale was turned again : all the horde of 
jordens, pans, and pitchers, applauded the fuperior 
eloquence and reafoning of the greafe-pot : in fhort, 
tbej' deteitnincd on the enterprife; but a difpute 
arofe wt](0 ihould be chief; aU would command, 

but 
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but none obey. It was then you might hate heard 
a. clutter: pots, pans and pitchers, mugs, jugs and 
jordens, all put themfelves in motion at once ; and 
ft) wifely, and with fo much vigour, were their 
operattons conduced, that the whole was foon 
changed— not into china, but ruhViJh. 

Let us leave the application of this fable to thofe 
for whom it is intended, and come to the addrefs of 
*^ the Aflbciated Teachers in the city of New-York.'* 

From the profeffion of thefe gentlemen, one would 
have wiflied not to find them among the Do6lor's 
addreflers ; and it will be for thofe who employ the 
*' Affociated Teachers'* to judge, how far their ap- 
probation and praife of the writings of fuch a man. 
Is a proof of their being calculated for ** the arduous 
^ and imporfanft^fk of cultivating the human mind *." 
They very civilly invite the DoSbr to aflift them' to 



* I have beca informed, that thefe aJociateJ brethren of the 
birch complain of my ?7ttacking them in the dark; but let them 
lay their hands to their hearts, and fay, if they can, that I fight 
more unfair than they do, when they difcharge their ilUhumour 
on a poor little trembling wretch, whofc pitiful look would fofteji 
the heart of a tiger. However, I ceafe the inglorious combat : I 
confefs it is not &ir to attack them with a pen : they know how to 
write with a rod only ; and I dare fay their anfwcr to my obfcrva- 
tions on their addrefs is itill legible on the pof^eriors of their un« 
fortanate pupils. 

One or thefe fchoolmafters wrote a pamphlet in reply to the 
Observations: it never reached fo far as Philadelphia ; but, I 
am told, he complained of my partiality in omitting to notice the 
addrefs of the Pbilofopbical Society of Philadelphia^ and that of the 
MeMcal Society of New-HTori, This omiffion the pedagogue attri- 
butes to my fear of otifending thofe Societies ; but I can allure him, 
that, for the former, I have ever exprefled the utmoft contempt,' 
and of the latter I cannot pofiibly be afraid^ as, thanks be to God, 
a ^ood confiitution^ even if I were in New-York, would keep me 
out of their clutches : the fe6t is, I never faw or heard of cither of 
thefe addrefles till long after my Observations were publifhed ; 
ar.d I did not think the addrcffers of confequence enough to be in- 
troduced into any fubfequent edition. 

'' form 
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^^ fotjn the man;'' and, in his anfwer, he feems i^, 
hint that he may poflibly accept the invitation. Al ^ 
I can fay on this matter is, if he ihould embrace, thi^ 
profeflion, I hope he will be exadlly as fuccefsful in^ 
forming the man, as he has been in reformiOg him. 

In the anfwer to the ^* Aflbciated Teachers/* the j 
Do6lor obfcrves, that, clajfes of men, ** as well as 
** indhiiiualsj are apt to form ioo high ideas of their 
** own importancey Never was a jufter obfervation 
than this, and never was this obfervation more fully, 
verified tlian in the parties tliemfelves. The Dodlor's 
felf-importance is fufRciently depicted in the quota- 
tion that I have given from his letter to the people of 
Birmingham ; and as for the " AfTociated Teachers,' 
hovv familiarly foever they may talk of ** the in-^ 
" trigiiing politics and vitiating refinements of the 
** European world,'* I mufi fay, I think they know, 
but little of what pafTes in that world, or they never . 
would have larded with fuch extravagant eulo- 
giums, prod u61 ions which, in general, have beefi 
long exploded. 

With refpcdt to the Do6lor's metaphyfical reve- 
ries, or, in other words, his fyflem of infidelity, I 
fhall leave to himfelf the tafk of .expoling that to the 
deteftation of Americans, as it has long been \6 
that of the Engliih *. Of his fcientific produdtions 
I propofe, in a little time, to give the public a fhort 
review ^ ; meanwhile, I refer the curious reader to 
the- publications of the Royal Society of 1791 and 
1792, and to Dodor Bewley's treatife on air. He 
will there fee his fyflem of chemiflry and natural 
philofophy detedted, expofed, and defeated * and 
the *' celebrated Philofophcr" himfelf accufed and 



♦ He has made a pretty gcw>d beginning already, as wc fliail fee 
by and by. 

t The Do6tor has fovcd ftic the trouble of doing this. 

convifted 
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ronvi£led of plagiarifm *. He will there find the 

key to the followijig fentence: *' The patronage to 

" be met with in monarchical governments is ever 

** capricious, and as often employed to bear down 

^^ merit as to promote it, having for its obje6l, not 

** fcience, or any thing ufcful to mankind, but the 

*^ mere reputation of the patron, who is feldom atiy 

*' j'^g^ offcience^.^' This is the language of every 

ibur ncglcifted author, from a forry ballad-monger ' 

to a doSor with half a dozen jitiitials at the end of 

liis name. 

As to his talents as a writer, we have only to 
open our eyes to be convinced that they are far below 
xnediocrity. His flyle is uncouth and fupcrlatively 
cJifTuie. Always involved in mimfi^y every fentence 
is a firing of parenthefes, in finding the end qf 
w^hich the reader is lucky if he does not lofe the pro- 
poiition they were meant to illuftrate. In ihort, the 
whole of hi&phrafeology is extremely difgufting; to 
which may be added, that even in point of gram- 
roar he is very often incorred. 

As a proof of what I have here aflerted, I could 
give a thoufand fentences from his writings ; but ( 
choofe one or two from his anfwers to the addreflers, 
as thefe pieces are in every body's hands ; and, not 
to criticife unfairly, I Ihall take the firft fentence I 
come at — it runs thus : 

" Viewing with the deepeft concern, as you do, 
" the profpe6l that is now exhibited in Europe, 
" thofe troubles which are the natural offspring of 
" their forms of government, originating indeed in 
" the Ipirit of liberty, but gradually degenerating 
" into tyrannies equally degrading to the rulers and 



* Have a little patience, reader, and you (hall be fatisfied of 
this. 

f Ttiis was addreffed to the Philofophical Society at Philadel- 
phia. We (hail fee ali this unravelled by and by. 

'' the 



ig: PRIKSTLKY'S EMIGRATIOJ?. 

" the ruled, I rejoice in finding an afylunfi frorfl 
** perfeculion in a country in which tkofe abufes 
" have come to a natural termination, and pro- 
** duced another fyficm of liberty, founded on fuch 
*' wife principles as, I truft, will guard againft all 
** luture abulcs ; thofc artificial diftinftions in fo- 
** cicty, from which they fpning, being completely 
" eradicated, that protection from violence, which 
^' laws and government promife in all countries, but 
** which 1 have not found in my own, I doubf not 
** I Ihall find with you, though I cannot promife to 
«' be a better fubjedl of this Government, than my 
** whole condudl will evince that I have been lo 
« that of Great Britain." 

This is neither ^the^'Z? feriodlquey nor HiC Jyl^ 
coupe \ it is, I prefume, \hc Jlyle entortiJle: for pn^ 
would certainly think that the author had racked li\s^ 
imagination to render what he had to fay unintdli* 
gible. This fentencc of monftrous length is cut 
afunder in the middle by a fcmicolon, which, except 
that it fcrvcs the weary readf^r by way of half-way 
houfc, might be placed in auy other part.of tlie fcn- 
'tence, to, af Icaft, equal advantage : in faft, this is 
not a fentencc ; it is a rigmarole ramble, that has 
neither beginning nor ending, and conveys to us no 
idea of any thing but the author's incapacity. 

" Viewing v/ith the deepeft concern, as you do, 
" the profpc<5l that is now exhibited in Europe, 
•* thbfe irouhlcs which arc the natural offspring of 
" THEIR forms of government." What in the oame 
of goodncfe docs this mean ? jyoubles is the only 
antecedent that can be foujid to their ; and the nc- 
cefTary conclufion is, troulles have their forms ofgo^ 
vcmment. 

The Do6lor fays, in his anfwer to the Tammany 
Society, ** Happy would our venerable anceftors,** 
as you juflly call them, " have leen^ to have found 
** America fuch a retreat to them.*' It may, perhaps^ 

V be 
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tie ufeful to the learned Doftor to know, tliat he 
oqght to have faid, ** Happy would our venerable 
" anceftors, as you juftly call them, have been, to 
'^ jfttt/ America, &c." 

I grant thit there id great reafon to believe, that 
the I)o<5ior was refolvcd to be as dull as bis ad- 
^relTers ; but I aiTert, that it is impoflible for a per- 
(bn accufiomed to commit his thoughts to paper. 
With the fmalleft degre^ of tafte 6t corredlnefs, to 
fell into fuch grofs folecifm, or to tack phraies toge- 
ther in fuch an awkward honiefpun manners in 
ihort, he cannot be fit for even thepoft of caftigator\ 
and therefore it is to be hoped that the " Affociated 
** Teachers'* will not leflen their " importance** by 
admitting him amongft them, thsf^ is to fay, except 
it be as a pupiK 

There are many things that aflonifh us in the ad*^ 
drefles, among which the compajfton that the ad- 
drcflfers cxprefs for that ** infatuate f^ and '• demoted 
** cwmtty^'* Great Britain, certainly is not the leaft. 

The Democratic Society, with a hatred againft ty- 
ranny that would have become the worthy nephew 
of Damien *, or the great Marat hirofelf, fay, 
*^ The multiplied oppreflions which charaflerize that 
** Government, excite in us the moft painful fenfa- 
** tions, and exhibit a fpedlacle as diigufling in it- 
** felf as diflionourable to the Britilh name/* 

And what a tender afFedlionate concern do the 
fons of Tammany exprefs for the poor diftrefled un- 
fortunate country of their " venerable anccflors !**— 
'^ A country," fay they, " although now prefenting 
" a profped frightful to the eye of humanity, yet 
** once the nurfe of fciences, of arts, of heroes, and 
/' of freemen ; a country which, although at prefent 
^' apparently devoted to deftrukion^ we fondly hope 

* Robefpicrrc. 

VOL. I. o ^^ may 



19+' PRIESTLEY'S EMIGRATION, 

" may yet tredd back the fiefs of infamy and ruin^ 
*' ztA once more rife confpictwus among the free nations 
*' of the earth */' 

But of all the addrefles, none feem fo zealous oa 
this fubjedl as " the republican natives of Gr<?at Bri- 
«< tain and Ireland."--'* While," fay they, " wc 
•* look back on our native country with emotions of 
** pity and indignation at the outrages human nature 
" has fuftaincd in the perfons of the virtuous JW///r 
f^ and his patriotic affociates, and deeply lament the 
** fatal apathy into which our countrymen have fallen^ 
** we defire to be thankful to the great Author of our 
^' being that we are in America, and that it bad 
*' pleafed him, in his wife providence, to make thefi^ 
'* United States a^i afylum, not only from the im- 
'* mediate tyranny ot the Britifh Government, but 
" alfo from thofe impending calamities which its in- 
** crealing defpotifm and multiplied iniquities muft 
" infallibly bring down on a deluded and op- 
'* prelied people." What an enthufiaftic warmth is 
here! No Solemn- league-aiid-covenant prayer, em- 
bellifhed with the nafal fweetnefs of the Conventicle;, 
was ever more afteding. 

To all this the Do(Stor very piteoufly echoes back 
^* figb for figh, and groan for groan; and when 
>* the fountain of their eyes is dry, his fupplies the 
^^ place, and weeps for both." 

Tliere is (bmething fo patlietic, fo irrefiflibly mov» 
ing in all this, that a man muft have a hard heart 
indeed to read it, and not burft into laughter. 

In fpeaking of monarchies, it has often been la- 
mented, that the fovereiiiln feldom or never hears 
the truth ; and much afraid I am, that this is equally 
applicable to democracies. What court fycophants 

* If any of thcfe contemptible animals are yet alive, how muft 
they be mortified at the glorious fituation of Great Britain now, 
ju December, 1798! 

X are 
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ave to a prince^ demagogues arc to a people ; and 
the latter kind of parafites is by no raeans lefs dan- 
gerous than the former ; perhaps more fo, as being 
more ambitious and more numerous. God knows, 
there were too many of this defcription in America 
before the arrival of Doclor Prieftley ; I can, there- 
fore, fee no reafon for boaftings and addrcffings on 
account of the acquiiition. 

Everyone muft obfervc how the Dodlor has fallen 
at once into the track of thofe who were already in 
poiiefiion of the honourable poft. Finding a po- 
pular prejudice prevailing againll his country, and 
not poffefling that />^/r/^ ^^r/V^j which is the cha- 
Ta<5ieriftic of his countrymen, he has not been 
aihamed to attempt making his court by flattering 
that prejudice. I grant, that a prejudice againft 
this nation is not only excufable, but almofl. com- 
mendable, in Americans * ; but the misfortune is, it 
expoles them to deception, and makes them the 
fport of every intriguing adventurer. ' Suppofe it be 
the interefl: of Americans that Great Britain rtibuld 
be ruined, and even annihilated, in the prefent con- 
teft, it can never be their intereft to believe that this 
deiirable objedt is already nearly, or quite accom- 
plilhed, at a time when fhe is become more formi- 
dable than ever in every quarter of the globe : and 

* The Editors of the Britljh Critic^ in reviewing thefe obferva- 
tions (voLiv. p. 49S), fay, on this palTage, that they *'areforry.to 
" fee fuch a fenriment Itill fubfuling in a mind fo enlightened." 
Thefe gentlemen knew but very little of the ftate of politics in 
America at that time : they did not conlider that this little tradtwas 
the firft attempt which, for twenty long years, any one had ventured 
to make in defence of the charadter of Great Britain. A fentimen4 
like this it was abfolutely neceflary here and there to throw in, 
not only to obtain a patient hearing from the public, but to pro- 
vide for the perfonal fafety of the author. Had he been known to 
be an Engliihman, even thefe foothing fentiments would not have 
Taved him from " popular fury," far worfc than Dr. Prieftley 
ever eodured. 

g 2 with 
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with refpedl to the internal fituation of that country^ 
we ought not to fufFer ourfelves to be deceived by 
** gleanings from Morning Chronicles or Dublia 
** Gazettes ;*' for if we infift that newfpaper report 
is the criterion by which we ought to judge of the 
governments and the ftate of other countries, wc 
xnuft allow the fame meafure to foreigners with re- 
fpeft to our own country ; and then what muft the 
people of England think of the Government of the 
United States upon reading a page or two from the 
flovenly pen of jigrtcola ? 

" It is charitable/* fays this democrat, ** it « 
** charitable to believe many who figned the confti— 
" tution, never dreamed of the meafures taking 
•* place, which, alas ! we now experience. By this 
^' double Government we are involved in unnecef^ 
** fary burdens, which neither we nor our fathers ever 
*^ knew : fuch a monfler of a Government has feldom 
*^ ever been known on earth. We are obliged to 
*' maintain two Governments/ with their full nutn- 
** ber of officers from head to foot. Some of them 
** receive fuch wages as never were heard of before 
^^ in any Government upon earth ; and all this be- 
^* flowed on arijlocrats for doing next to nothing. 
** A blcfled revolution ! a bleflcd revolution indeed! 
** but farmers, mechanics, and labourers, have no 
** fhare in it ; we are the affes who muft have the 
** honour of paying them all, without any adequate 
" fervice. Now let the impartial judge, whether our 
. ^* Government, taken collectively, anfwers the 
" great end oi protesting our perfons and property ! 
" or whether it is not rather calculated to drain us 
' '^^^ of'our money, and give it to men who have not 
*' rendered adequate fervice for it. Had an infpired 
" prophet told us the things which our eyes fee in 
" (he beginning of the revolution, he might have 
** met Jeremiah's fate; or, if we had believed 
** him, ?iot one in a thoufand would have rejijied Great 

'' Britain. 



AUGUST, 1794. 197 

f^ BritMiu Indeed^ my countrymen, we are fo loaded 
** by our pew Governments, that we can have little 
*^ heart to attempt to move under all our burdens ; 
" we have this confolation, when things come to the 
** worfl:, there muft be a change, and we. may refi 
** fatisfiedj that either the Federal or State Governments. 
« muftfaUr 

If *^ gleanings" like thefe were publifhed in Eng- 
land, would not the people naturally exclaim. 
What ! the boafted Government of America come to 
this already ?. The poor Americans are dreadfully 
tyrannized by the ariftocrats ! There will certainly 
be a revolution in America foon ! They would be 
juft as much miAaken as the people in this country 
are when they talk of a revolution in England. 

Neither ought we to look upon the emigration of 
persons from England to this country as a proof of 
iheir being perfecuted, and of the tyranny of the 
Englifh Government. It is paying America a very 
poor compliment, to fuppofe that nothing fhort of 
persecution could bring fettlers to its fliores. This 
is, befides, the moft unfortunate proof that could 
poiiibly be produced by the advocates of the French 
revolution : for if the emigration of a perfon to this 
country bc^ a proof of a tyranny exifting in that from 
which be comes, how fuperlatively tyrannical muft 
the Government in France be ? But they fay, thofe 
who emigrate from France are ariftocrats ; they are 
3iot perfecuted ; they emigrate becaufe they hate a 
free country. What ! do they really come to America 
becaufe they hate a free country f Did the governors 
of Martinico, &c. make a capitulation to bcfent here, 
to avoid going to a free country? The Democratic So- 
ciety will certainly oblige the world very much ia 
explaining this enigma. 

1 9m one of thofe whp wifh to believe that (q- 
reigners cqme to this country from choice, ancj not 
from neccflity. America opens a \vi;le field fop enter- 

o 3 ^rifc\ 
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prife ; wages for all mechanics arc better, and the 
means of fubfiflence proportionably cheaper than in 
Europe. This is what brings foreigners amongft us t 
they become citizens of America for the honeft pur- 
pofcs of commerce, of turning their induflry and ta- 
lents to the beft account, and of bettering their for- 
tunes*. By their exertions to enrich themfclvcs, 
they enrich the ftatc, lower the wages, and render 
the country Icfs dependant upon others. The mod 
numerous, as well as the moft ufeful, are mechanics. 
Perhaps a cobler, with his hammer and awls, is a 
more valuable acquilition than a dozen philofophi- 
thcologi-politi-cal empirics, with all their boafled 
apparnlus. 

Of all the Englifh arrived in thefc States (fince the 
war) no one was ever calculated to render them lefi 
fcrviccthan DocftorPricflley; and what is more, per- 
haps no one (before or fince, or even in the warj ever 
intended to render them Icl's : his preference to the 
American Government is all afFc6lation : his emigra- 
tion was not voluntary: he flaid in England till he 
faw no hopes of recovering a loft reputation : and 
then, burfiing with envy and refentment, he fled into 
what the Tammany Society very juflly call " banifli- 
mcnt," covered with the univerlpl dctcfwtion of hi& 
countrymen. 



Here ended the pamphlet in its original form, con- 
cluding with fome of thofe afl[ertions which were faid 
to be the moft " hazarded/' and for the truth of 
which I am forry I have no better voucher than the 
Doi^or himfelf 

In the preface to his farewell fermon, preached to 



* Things have materially altered, however, fince 1794. Now* 
in 1799, tnoiifands of induftrious Britons wifli they never had 
emigrated. 

bis 
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hi$ difciple&at Hackney, he fays, " I hope my friends 
** and the public will indulge me while I give the 
." reafoDS of its being the laft, in confequencc of my 
<* having, at length, after much hefitation, and now 
'^ with reluilance, come to a refolution to leave the 

•^ kingdom.*' ^^ 1 cannot refrain from repeat- 

^^ ing that I leave my country with real regret '^ 

Was it a ** hazarded ^flertion,'* then, tp Ijiy that 
his preference to the American Government was alF 
affe6lation> ai^d that his emigration was not volun- 
tary ? 

*^ My friends,'* fays he, ^^ earneftly advifed me to 

** dilguife myfelf as I was going to London. But all 

** that was done in that way was taking 9 placp for 

** me in the mail-coach , which I entered at Worcef- 

** tef in another name than my own. However, 

** the friend who had the courage to receive me in 

*^ London, had thought it necdTary to provide a 

^* dreis that fhould difguifc me, and alfo a method 

** of making my efcape, in cafe the houfe Ihould be 

** attacked on my account ; and, for fomc time, my 

" friends would not fufFer me to appear in the 

*' fireets/' ■ ^^ The managers of one of the princi- 

" pal charities among the Diflenters applied to me to 

** preach their annual fermon, and I confented. But 

** the treafiirer, a man of fortune, was fo alarn^ed at 

" it, that he declared he could not flecp. \ there- 

" fore^to liis great relief, declined preaching at all." 

" When the Hackney aflbciation was formed, 

" feveral fervants in the neighbourhood adlually re- 
" moved their goods ; and when there was fome por 
** litical meeting at the houfe of Mr. Breillat, though 
** about two miles from my hoqfe, a woman, whofe 
" daughter was fervant in the houfe contiguous to 
" mine, came to her miftrefs, to entreat that fhe. 
" might be out of the way."-r-*^ On feveral qccafions 
*^ the neighbourhood has been greatly alarmed on 
" account of my being fo near them. \ could name 

04 *^ a pcrfon. 
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^^ a peHbn, and, to appearance, a reputable tradef- 
'* man, who declared, that, in cafe of aAy diftatb- 
** ance, they would immediately come to iizckntjft 
** evidently for the purpoie of mifchief. In this ftate 
•• of things, it is not to be wondered at, that, of many 
'* ferrants who were recommended to me, and fome 
** that were actually hired, very few could, for a 
** long time, be prevailed upon to live with ftie*.** 
— " My eldeft fon was fettled in a bufinefi which 
^^ promifed to be very advantageous, at Manchefieri. 
^' but his f)artner, though a man of liberality himifet^ 
" informed him, on perceiving the general preva — 
" lence of the fpirit which produced the riots at Bir-^ 
^^ mingham, that, owing to his relationfhip with i^f,. - 
*^ he was under the 6eceffity of propdfing a fepatationji 
*' which accordingly took place/' — " Many tidied 
*^ I have been burnt in effigy along with Mr. Paine ; 
^' and numberlefs infulting and threatening letter^ 
" have been fent to me from all parts of the kingd&m.'^ 
— *' 111 treated as I had been, not merely by tbepo- 
*^ pulace of Birmingham, but by the country in genetal^ 
" and afterwards by ih^Reprefmtfitivei of the I?atioft^, 
*^ I own I was not without deliberating on the fub- 
*^ jcft of emigration/* 

Was it a " hazarded affertion,'* then, to fay that 
he fled into bgnifliment, covered with the univerial 
deteflation of hi$ countrymen ? 

But though the above quotations moft aflaply prove 
that he was detefted by the whole nation, from the 
Peer to the Parifb-bpy, and that he was a Yoliititbet 
emigrant, about asi tn^ich (ls one of the hufleiT^ that 

* Servants /« Eftgiand have a character to prcferve, I fuppofe. 

'f He niijght have made ap exception or two hcr<5 ; for, aitione 
tht Lords, bfi hnd for advpcate £ar] Stanhope, wi\om an £nglim 
author very aptly compares Xn Prni/e-God Barehnes; and, zmoDg 
the Commons^ he had the 4ntmnculatie Cbarjes Foo^. A. iingie 
word of praifc fr^m men likf ithcfc would blaft the charaftcr of 9, 
Saint. 

% our 



AUGUST, 1794; 291 

^ur tarpawllngs catch on the coaft of Ireland, yet the 
Teal caufe of his emigration remains to be explained. 

While the Birmingham affair was frelh in the 
DoSor*s mind, he fays that he had fome thoughts of 
.emigration ; but that, all things confidered, he ** de- 
** termined to ftay in England, expofed as he was to 
** every kind of obloquy and infult." He therefore 
went to Hackney, to fucceed his dear friend and fel- 
low-labourer of faftious memory, Dodtor Price. 
Here, as appears by his own words above quoted, the 
people difliked him him fo much, that he was obliged 
to temove to Clapton, At this place he found the 
peace and tranquillity he fought, and. for thatreafon, 
iays he, " I took a long leafe of my houfe, and ex- 
^* pended a confiderable fum in improving it. I alfo 
** determined, with the affiflance of my friends, to 
*' refume my philofophical and other purfuits ; and 
** after an interruption amounting to about two 
^* years, it was with a pleafure that I cannot defcribc, 
** that I entered my new laboratory, and began the 
** ropft common preparatory proceffes, with a view 
^^ to fome original inquiries J*^ 

Here then we fee him (in the month of Auguft, 
179^) in quiet pofleffion of every thing he wanted 
to enjoy. What then could make him come off to 
America fo fcon after ? If he had determined to ftay^ 
when expofed to every kind of obloquy and infult, 
what could make hitn fly away when no longer ex-»- 
pofed to it ? It muft be allowed that the I>36lor*s 
pafBon for controverfy and perfecution is fuch as 
would excufe a belief that he grew angry with the 
|>eople for letting him alone ; but candour obliges 
tne to confefs, that this was not the cafe in the pre- 
sent inftance; for he was going on very diligently 
with his procefles and his "original inquiries." Yes, 
reader, it was thefe curfed " original inquiries" that 
did all the mifchief. For the Dodor being in the 
|ieight of (hem, hiappeped to fall upon a wonderfui, 

piSCQ-5 
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i>iscoVFP.Y, which, tliongh erroneous j was not ori^ 
final. However, all would yet have been fafe, if he 
had kent it within the walls of his laboratory ; but 
his commnnirativc temper would not permit him to 
do this, and the unfortimaic wornferful di/covery mzdc 
its publir entry into the bookfcllers' fhops on the 
i6tb of NovcnibcT, 1793. 

This brought him a *' New Year's Gtft^^ from Doc- 
tor Harrington, his old antagonift and his conqueror, 
as we fhall fee by the following extraft from the 
Gentleman's Magazine for May, 1794: 

'* Do6lor Prieftley, immediately after the Bir- 
'^ miDgham riots, might be fuppofed to have real 
*• cauie of alarm. But as his refolution withfiood 
" the firft fury of the flood, it is rather extraordi- 
*' nary that he Ihould now alt at oneeturn coward, 
*' and fly to America. He muft furely be greatly 
. <• at a lots for folid reafons, when he thinks it worth 
•* while to advance fuch trifling circumstances as 
" the gofliiping of his fervant-maid with the neigh- 
" hours, or the foolifli declaration of an individuial 
** before one of his congregation. But that the 
*' Doilor was able to brave thefe dreadful denun- 
" ciations, arid the terrors of his mind, appears from 
** his venturing to take a long leafe of his houfe, ex- 
** pending a confiderable fum of money upon it, 
" and accepting the contributions of his friends to* 
'* wards another apparatus, laboratory, &c. The 
*^ Do6lor, as a prudent man, would certainly not 
** have expended his money thus, had he not fully 
** determined again to remain in the kingdom. 

*^ Then what, give me leave to afk, Mr. Urban, 
*' can have fo lately happened to make Inm r.Uerbis 
** refolution ? As there appears to be fomething 
^^ which the Do61or is at pains to conceal, it may be 
" worth while to inquire what it is. 

*^ Doclor Priefilcy, Sir, for many years, had been 
'^ acquiring a very high degree of fame from his che- 

" mical 
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^' mical and philofophical experiments. According 

** to his own account, it was this great repntatioa 

** which gave him fo much confequencie in the eyes 

*• of the French philofophers^ and which fanftioned 

*^ his other purfuits. On the i6th of November lafl-, 

" he published a pamphlet in a very boaflrng anrd ex- 

*' ulting fiyle, informing the world, that he had made 

" a moft important difcovery, that water was formed 

*^ of dephlogiftiratcd and phlogiflicated airs; the, 

*' fame airs, and the fame proportions which your 

" corfefpondent Doflor Harrington obferves, that 

" the Honourable Mr* Cavendifti^ from his mif- 

*' taken experiments, coniiders as confiituting the 

** nitrous acid* The abfurdity of thefe opinions has 

^^ been pointed out by Do6lor Harrington in your 

^^ Magazine for January and February laft, in which 

^^ it isoioft clearly and fatisfaftorily fhown in what 

^^ manner Do6tor Prieftley was miflaken : proving 

^^ at the fame tinae the real formation of the differ- 

'^ ent airs, difplaying the very great futility and the 

^* errors of our modern chemiftry ; apd at the fame 

*^ time bringing the very heavy charge of plagiarifm 

** upon Do&or Prieflley*. 

*' As Do<?lor Prieflley, in thislaft pamphlet, an- 
'^ nounced his intention of publiftiing again very 
** foon, having materials for another by him, ex-» 
** preffing apprehenfions left any perfon fhould in- 
*^ tcrfere with him in thefe experiments, I expedled 
" every day to hear of the Dodor's vindicating him- 
*' felf and his opinions, anfwering the charges of 
" Doctor Harrington, or acknowledging his philo- 
'' fophical raiftakes. Inflead of which, to my very 
" great furprife, I am informed he is ftealing off to 
" America; thu5 leaving his antagonift maftcr of 
" the field, and only faying that the world may hear 

♦ Sec the Ncnv Tear's Gift to Dr. rrieflley, Gentleman's Ma- 
^ne, for Jan. ?.nd Feb. 1 794. 

** of 
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^' of him again in bis chemical purfuits. Tbisiscer^ 
*^ tainly very different from what he gave us reafon 
*^ to expert, when he announced to the world, in bis 
<' oftentatious pamphlet, that we might expert to 
*' bear regularly from him. But I think you will 
^^ agree with me^ that he has totally fled from bis 
*' aerial cbemiftry, and, what is the moll awkward 
*' and extraordinary thing of all, without one word 
*• of defence from the charges of philofophical pla- 
" giarifm. 

** It was not till Do6lor Prieftley received the New 
** Year's Gift of your January and February Maga- 
^' zine, that he was in earned about America. And 
*' I am informed, that he was fo much afraid that he 
^^ ihould receive another from the fame valuable 
** work, that he got on board the fbip the very even* 
" ing before the Magazine for the month of Man::h 
<' made its appearance, although the ihlp was not 
** likely to fail immediately." 

, Was it a ** hazarded aflertion/* then, to fay that 
the great philofopher was accufed and convidcd of 
plagiarifm, and that he flaid in England till he law 
jio nopes of recovering a loft reputation ? 

It has been already obferved, that the Do<9or me- 
rited the univerfal odium he laboured under in Eng- 
land, and we find noticing in his juftificatory preface 
to his farewell fermon (which was republifhed at Phi- 
ladelphia as an iridiredl anfwer to the firft edition of 
this pamphlet), that ought to induce us to rejedl this 
opinion. For it certainly will not be pretended that 
his being hated by King, Lords, and Commons, by 
high and low, rich and poor, Churchmen and DilV 
fentcrs, proves him to be an ilmoccnt inoffenfive 
man: on the contrary, if that trivial and favourite 
republican maxim, *' the voice of the people is the 
^* voice of God," be founded in truth, then does the 
Pocflor fiand condemned by Gad as wel] a3 man. 

JBut 
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But let OS hear a little of what be fays in his vin-> 
dication. 

After ftating that he had been unjuftly charged 
yith being a feditious, *fadious politician, he fays, 
•^ let Uny, one only caft his eyes over the long lift of 
'* my publications, and he will fee that they relate 
** almoft wholly to theology, &c/* And he has taken 
care to publiih this lift at Philadelphia, amounting 
to y&vm/y-jffv^ different works. Yes; " by thy works 
*^ (halt thou be judged," but not by the number of 
them. 

He tells us he hardly ever meddled with politics^ 
and in the very next paragraph acknowledges that he 
wrote a fmall anonymous pamphlet (when he was a 
_ younger man) in favour of IVtlkes and Liberty. Mr. 
" Wilkes had the good fenfe to retraft moft of the wild 
notions that the Do6lor wrote to defend, and happy 
would it have been for the latter if he had profited 
from age, and from the example of his patron. Mr. 
"Wilkes is now a determined champion of that con- 
ilitution that the Doftor wanted to deflroy ; and ac-* 
<3ordingly he occupies one of the firft offices in the 
iirft city in the world, while Doctor Prieflley is a 
^ery infignificant fettler in a town confiding of a 
couple of hundred of wooden houfcs. 

Another work he wrote, add reflTed to the Diflenters, 
on the fubje6lof the approaching war with America : 
xvhich he fays was diftributed in great numbers by his 
jf^riendtj and not iiithoiit effeS. The fubjedl of this 
'Vrork, and the good it was intended to do his coun- 
try, arc eafily conceived, as he tells us it was written 
a.t the requejl of DoBor FrankUn, — He does not tell 
Us whetner he was paid in fterling or continental 
money for this work. 

On this occafion, the reader will pleafe to bear in 
mind, that I am not pretending that ive ought to dif* 
like Dodlor Prieflley ; for he is certainly as much 

entitled 
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entitled to our gratitude and efieem as Arnold was 

to that of thtr Briiilh. 

After this be fays he meddled no more withfo- 
liiicsy *^ except as far as the bufiuets of the Tefi M^ 
*' and alt civil ejiuhhjhmetits of religion^ had a concern 
" with politics*/* And yet he was no fa^titms foU- 
tician ! 

Boaftins; of his intimate connexion with DoSors 
Price and Franklin, is a droll way of proving the 
peaceablcncfs of his difpofition, and his attachment 
to his country. With lull as much reafon might he 
boaft of being a relation of Jetmy Cameron or Guj 
Fawkes. 

Franklin, Price, and Priefiley ! A precious trio! 
well worthy of each other. Methinks I fee them now 
in one of their dark corifultations, like the three 
Weird Sifters round their caldron, brewing 

** Double, double, toil and trouble : 
** Fire, burn ; and, caldron, bubble.'* 

As for Benjamin Franklin, Elq. and foap-boiler, 
his charadler iox feaceai)lenefs is as well known as bis 
charadier (or gralihule and hdegrity ; and moll people 
.know that the *^ political divine," Price, fpent the 
greater part of a too long life in endeavouring to 
blow up the flames of rebellion in England. He 
was one of the principal projedlors of the famous 
college of diflenting Jefuits at Hackney, from whence 



* This is the great ftun^bling-block of the Englifh Diflcnters* 
What can there be in this Tcfl AH that mnkes them fo unhappy } 
Why, it prevents them from obtaining — not the kingdom of Hea* 
nfCfty but lucrative employments. Is it not amazing, that people, who 
are fo very godly that they cannot conform to the eftabliflicd rcli* 
gion of tlie country, (liould trouble ihemfu-lves about places apd 
penfions ? They are continually telling us that their kingdom Is 
not of this world, and yet they want to reign. I think, however, 
it would be but right to grant them what Helvetius was williDg to 
grant the priefti— ^very thing above the tops of the houfes^ 

were 
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were to eome the Titus Oates*s of an Unitarian 
Plot*. 

It is pretty clear that the preface, to which I have 
been fo often obliged, was intended more to procure 
the Dodor a favourable reception here^ than to recon- 
cile him to his countrymen ; and, in this refped, the 
thing was prudent, though the publifhing of it in 
England was certainly a trait of infolence unparal- 
leled even in the annals of Unitarianifm. It was 
courting a kick on the breech by way of farewell 
iaiute; but even in this he was difappointed, and 
was at lafl: obliged to come off without even fo 
much as a box on the ear, to afford an excufe for 
his whining, and for the milkfop fighs of the New- 
York Societies. 

I have heard many grave people, and by no 
means anarchifls, exprefs a forrow for the ill ufage 
Doftor Prieftley received in England. But how was 
he ill ufcd ? — He was threatened ; — people would 
not let him into their houfes ; — fervants would not 
live with him ; — a farmer would not learn his fon 
hufbandrv ; — a mechanic turned another fon out of 
his partnership ; — Dodlor Horfley would not fub- 
fcribc to his antichriftian theology, nor DodtorHarr 
rington to his aerial chemiftry. Well, and what 
then? Do we call this ill ufage ? Grant me patience ! 
have not the people of England a right to like and 
diflike whom they pleafe as well ps the people of 
America ? 



^ ♦ When this pious old apoftle of difcord heard of the triumpUs 
of the Paris mob, and of the bloody fcenesthiat enfued, he exclaimed, 
*' Lord, now let thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
fccn thy fahation.^^ YTtXXyfahation truly ! According to my ideas 
of damnation^ the fcenes that have taken place in France (ince the 
revolution refemble it as much as any thing on earth can do. I 
am fure there has been a continual '< weeping and wailing atid 
** gnaftiing of teeth." 

If, 
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If, as I have already obferved, he had fallen inicf 
the hands of a French mob— but ftop ; we have no 
occaiion to crofs the fea : — If he had fallen into the 
hands of an AnK'rican mob, how would he have 
fared ? Let us lee. 

" About twelve perfons, armed and paintfcd black, 
" in the night of the loth of June, broke into the 
" houfe of Jokn Lynn, where the office wa» kept, 
*^ and after having feduced bim to come down fiairs^ 
^ and put himfelf in their power, they feized him, 
^ threatened to bang him, took him to a retired 
^* fpot in the neighbouring wood ; and there, after 
*^ cutting off his hair, tatring and feathering himy 
^^ fwore him never again to allow the ufe of his 
** houfe for an excife-office : having done which^ 
^^ they bound him naked to a tree, and left him in 
** that fituation till morning. Not content with 
.^^ this, the malcontents, fome days after, made him 
** another vifit, pulled down part of his houfe, and 
'^ put him in a fituation to be obliged to become 
^' an exile from his home, and to find ad qfyJum 
'* elfewhere." 

This is no ** hazarded aflertion," at afty rate ; 
unlefs Mr. Hamilton hazarded it ; for it is taken 
from his Report to the Prefidcnt of the United 
States. 

This mob flopped the mail, cut open the bags, and 
took out the letters. This inob killed feveral per- 
fons, took others prifoners, and ufed the Marflkal^ 
in particular, extremely cruelly : they even went fa- 
far as to prefcnt their pieces at him, with every ap- 
jpearance of an intention to affaffinate. And yet, nei- 
Iher the Marjhal nor Lynn has ever had any thoughts 
of emigrating. 

Has any thing of this kind ever happened to Doc- 
tor Prieftley ? Has the weight of a fingle finger ever 
been laid upon him, or any of his family ? " You 
** have/' faid the addreffers at New- York, " fled 

" from 
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** from the ru?le arm of violence, from the rod of 
^' lawlefs power. — We have learned with regret 
** and indignation, the abandoned proceedings of 
** thofe fpoilers who deftroyed yoiir houfe and 
•' goods, ruined your philofophical apparatus and 
" library, committed to the flames your manufcripta, 
*^ pried into the fecrets of your private papers, and, 
*' in their barbarian fury^ put your hfe itfelf ia 
*^ danger.-— Wq enter, Sir, with emotion and fympa- 
*' thy into the numerous facrifices you muft have 
^' made, to an undertaking which fo eminently ex^ 
^* hibits our country as an afylum for the perfecuted 
•* and opprefled." All this was extremely apropos 
in the midfl: of the Weftern infurreftion. If it was 
•* barbarian fury* to put life in danger^ what was it 
to take life away ? The people over the mountains 
fecm to have revolted on purpofe to make thefe ad- 
dreflers a laughing-ftock. Are they not afliamed to 
have made a canting fympathetic addrefs to a ftran- 
ger, whofe fufFerings, if real, they knew nothjjpg 
^bout, while they have borne with a more than 
iloic firmnefs, and without a Jingle addrefs^ the well- 
known fufFerings of their own countrymen? They 
^ant the Pittlburg affair forgotten ; why then do 
they want to perpetuate the memory of the Bir- 
mingham riots ? *' Thou hypocrite, firfl call the 
t>cam out of thine own eye ; and then Ihalt 
thou fee clearly to cafl the mote out of thy brother's 
eye." 

The Dodlor complains ag^in in his preface, of 
partiality in the courts of juftice; and fays, *^ I am. 
'** not unaffected by the unexampled punifhnnients 
** of Mr. Muir and my friend Mr. Palmer^ for 
" offences, which, if in the eye of reafon they 
** be any at all, are flight, and very itijuffictently 
" proved. But the fentferice of Mr. Wmterbotham^ 
^ for delivering from the pulpit what I amperfuaded 
^ he never did delivir, and which, fimilar evidence 
Tot. u z ** might 
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** might have drawn down on myCelf, has fomething 
*^ in it fiiil more alarming." Aye, aye, very alarm- 
ing, without doubt, but nothing like Dodtor Har- 
rington's New Year's Gift. 

This is another pretty bold trait of modefly and 
moderation. Here are three courts of jufiice, three 
,^and and three petty juries, all condemned in the 
lump. If what the Dodlor fays be true, then were 
4hp Englifli all become a neft of Icoundrels and per- 
jurers, except his innocent folf, his three fons, and 
his worthy friends the Botany Bay convidls ; but, 
if what he wys be not true, what did he defcrve at 
the hands of the Englifh, for thus aiming a ftab at 
their reputation ? 

There are fome among us, who pretend to have a 
belief in this partial juftice in Great Britain ; and the 
hobgoblin accounts of it have been noifcd about thefe 
'States, in a ftyle that would have founded well from 
the top of a chimney, or at the bar of a brothel ; 
but, unfortunately for our political vultures, the trial 
of Hardy has undeceived every one that is capable 
of thinking. 

When the account of this trial firft arrived, it 
cau&d nearly as great joy among fome people, as 
did the ** taking of Amjterdam^^ or the. fending of 
*^ the Duke of York to Paris in an iron cage ;' ' in fa6t, 
it was almoft of feflivic confequence. But this was 
foon perceived to be an egrejgious blunder. People be- 
gan to refle6l. What ! faid they, there is fome juftice 
left in England then ? The nation is not become 
« one infmr Bajliler' 

What a chance would poor Hardy have ftood be- 
fore the Revolutionary Tribunal at Paris or Bour- 
deaux ? Would he have had eight days trial ? Would 
he have had eight piinuies? Would the fans-culone 
populace have carried him home iamidft acclama- 
tions ? No s unlefs it had been to his laft home. — 
It appears that Meffrs. JErikinc and Gihbs have re- 
^ ceived 
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ifceived great and deferved applaufe for their able de*- 
fence of an innocent man, and that the Government 
has not touched a hair of their heads. — Where is 
Monfieur Z)^ Malejherhes^ the generous ZfeMz/^^^r^^j-, 
who Hepped forth at ttie age of ^5^ to defend his 
innocent and deferted Sov^tcign ? — —Where is he ?-*- 
Numbered with the dead ! Gone to the receptacle of 
all that was eftimable iii France I -ii^^-i— Neither his ad- 
mired talents, his long and eminent ferrides, his gc^ 
neroud fidelity, his gray hairs, nor his fpotlefs life^ 
could fave liim froni the fury of thofe regenerated ruf- 
fians, whom Dodor Priedley does not bldfh to call 
his " dear fellow-citiiens*/' 

Every man that is condedlned in England, whe- 
ther it be by the public voice, drby a court of jufticej 
is fure, according to feme people, to be vilely 
treated. — ^The people are flaifes ;-^the jury wad 
packed. But how would this meafure fuit if meted 
to ourfelvcs ? A fellow, who was hanged here the 
other day, told the crowd, iuft 2A be was going bff, 
that he had no doubt but the greater part of them 
merited the fame fate +. This " fiirewell fefmon'* 
was full as modeft as Do6lor Prieftley's ; but if the 
EngUfli were to pretend to believe that the majority 
of us deferve the halter, fliould we not call them a, 
fct of narrow-fouled j ill-natured, envious wretches ? 
Certainly we Ihould, and with a great deal oi juf- 
tice too. 

I fhould here put an end to ihy obfervations, flat- 
tering myfblf that the whole bufinefs of the t)o6lor's 
emigration has been fet in a pretty fair light ; but as 
-he has lately publlftied fomethiilg, which he calls an 
Anfaoer to Paine's Age of Reafon^ arid ^s he there 

■M m ii ■ ■ I [ m I I r ii II > . i i» ■ 11 1 III ' - ■ •- . ii f .li f I 1 I I I I I I t , ( i * • t • . 

♦ Monf. De Seze, the fecond counfel of Louis XVl. fayed his 
life by flight. 

f Sec tlic American Daily Advertifer. 

p 2 attempts 
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attempts to wipe off the charge of deiftn^ I look 
upon myfelf as called upon to fay a word or two in 
reply. 

This Anfwer confifts of a number of letters ad- 
drefled to the Philofophers in France, and to a phi- 
lofophical unbeliever. In the preface, the Dodlor fays, 
** The more I attend to this fubjedt, the more fenfi- 
*^ ble I am that no defence of Chriftianity can be of any 
** avail till it be freed from the many corrtiptious and' 
** abufes which have hitherto encumbered it/' Among 
thefe corruptions he numbers atonement^ incarnation^ 
and the Trinity % and, fays he, " The expofmg o£ 
** thefe corruptions I therefore think to be the mofl: 
*^ eflential preliminary to the defence of Chriftianity ; 
*^ and confequently I (hall omit no fair opportunity 
" of reprobating them in the flrongeft terms, to 
'^ whatever odium I may expofe myfelf.** He has 
been as good as his word ; for the whole piece ap- 
pears to be an attack on the dodlrine of the Trinity^ 
rather than an jinfwer to Paine *. 

He begins the firft letter with telling us, that he 
has " read with pleafure, and even with enthufiafm, 
** the admirable report of Robelpierre on the fubjeft 
** of morals and religion." Now it is well known, 
that this report contained a regular plan for eftablifh- 
ing a de\ftical worftiip in France ; and it is alfo well, 
known, that Paine wrote his book to flatter Ro- 

♦ If the reader looks over the firft and fecoBd chapters of the 
Gofpel according to St. Matthew, he will fee every thing that is 
neceflaryto confirm him in the do^ines that DoftorPrieftley thinks 
it his duty to reprobate in the ftrmigeji terms. But the Do^or gets 
rid of this proof, which he knows to be in every one's hands, by 
telling us that thofe two chapters are ^* fpurious ;" that is to fay, 
falfi. This h a knock-me-down argument. He will certainly tell 
us* th^t the firft chapter of the Gofpel of St. John is " fpurious" 
aift> ; and thus he may go on, till he leaves us but juft enough text 
to make up an Unitarian creed. 

befplerre. 
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befpierre^ and by that mean to procure his own dif- 
qharge from prifon. How comes it then, that the 
Doctor fhould admire the principles of the one, and 
pretend to anfwer tbofe of the other ? 

He very artfully cries off all acquaintance with 
Voltaire, Rouffeau, and Gibbon ; but he knows they 
are in a place whence they cannot anfwer him.— 
However, Gibbon left him a letter that he ought not 
to have fprgotten fo foon.- — -The Dodor, having 
no ^wonderful difcovery upon his hands, wrote to Mr. 
Gibbon, not long before the death of the latter, 
challenging him to combat. This Mn Gibbon very 
politely declined, by faying, that he could never 
bring himfelf to difpute with a perfon from whofe 
writings he had, in a great meafure, imbibed his 
principles; adding, that, if the Do6tor was really 
become a convert to Chriftianity, fince he had re-^ 
ceived the laft anfwer from Do6lor Horfley, he 
thought the probable remainder of his life was by 
ijo means too long to repair the injury the former part 
of it had done ; and, therefore, advifed him not to 
lofe his time in vain and unprofitable difpute. If 
the Dp6lor had followed this falutary advice, we 
fliould have been fpared the pain of feeing an old 
mxi turned of fixty, amufing himfelf and the world 
with a Iham anfwer to the wild incoherent blafphemy 
of a poor unhappy wretch, whom difappointment 
and hunger had driven to defpair, and who would 
have turned Turk, Jew, or even Eunuch, for an ex- 
traordinary bifcuit or a bundle of ftraw t. 

The Dod^or boafls of his having been elected a 
deputy of the National Convention, and ftyles him- 
felf their ^^ highly honoured fellow-citizen.' It is a 
fubjedl both of wonder and regret, that he did not 

* When we refleft on the degradation of this quondam legifla- 
tor, it is foxne confolation that he is an Engllfhinan. 
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prefer France to America ; he was prcfled to gej 
there, which he never was to come here ; there he 
would have done no harm, here he may. If he bad 
gone to his adopted country, and accoinpanied hia 
colleague, Paine, in his legiflativc career, he mtght^ 
have had an opportunity of anfwermg him by ^cifd ' 
of mouth. The bottom of a dungeon would h^yi? 
been a very fit place for them to debate, like Mil- 
ton's fallen Angels, on the fureft means of fowiqg 
difcord among mankind, and fedUcing them froni 
their Maker, 

One obfervation more on this Anfvoer to Paine^ 
and 1 difmifs it for ever. 

The zealous Anfuoerer boafts of his freedom as an 
American^ at the fame time that be calls himfelf in'/rs^ 
of France and a fellov^ of the Royal Society of Lon- 
don ! This is being, literally, "all things to all men.'* 
With the Englifn he is a royaVtfi^ with the Aine- 
ricans a republican^ and with the French a car- 
magnole. — ^Thus the triple Goddefs (under whofe in- 
fluence, Do6lor Harrington fwcars, he a6ls) is 
called Luna in Heaven, Diana on Earth, and Hecate 
in Hell. 

Before I bid the Do6lor adieu, I fhould be glad 
to alk him how he finds himfelf in his ^' afylumJ^- — 
It is faid, he has declared that the duplicity of ouir 
land*jobbers is more to be feared than the outrages 
of a Birmingham mob ; and indeed, if all his com-^^ 
plaints had had the fame appearance of being well- 
founded, the public would never have been troubled 
with thefe Obfervations ; for there is little doubt of 
Jiis having been moft cruelly fleeced. This honefi: 
profeflion, vulgarly called land-jobbing, a member 
of Congrefs very juijly fly led " fwindling upon a 
broad fcalej" it is, in fa<5V, a South-Sea bubble 
upon terra firma^ as hundreds and thoufands of 
ruined foreigners, bcfides Dodor Prieflley, can 
ieftify. ' 



It is to be hoped that the Dodlor's anger againft 
his country is by this time nearly affuaged ; dear- 
bought experience has at laft taught him, that an 
Utopia never exifted any where but in a delirious 
brain. He thought, fike too toany others, to find 
America a terreftrial Paradife ; a Land of Canaan^ 
where he would batd tfolliiflg t0 <to, butt to open 
his mouth to fwallow the milk and honey: but, 
4las ! he is now convincidd, I believe, that thofe 
who cultivate the fertile Leafowes of Warwickfliire, 

<* Where all aroutodthtf g^ntfeft SrtteEcs play, 
« Where gentle mufic melts on every fpray," 

have little reafon to envy his rocks and bis fwarops^ 
the mufic of his bull-frogs and the flings of his 
xnufquitoes. 

In the preface, fi> ofteft Aienfiofted, the Do^6r 
cxprefflc^ a dcfirc of orm day re1!«hirig to ^^ the feftfd 
*« that gave him birth ;^* add. to oStntd W the . ^ 
New-York addreflefrs, I ihihk we oogh* t^ i^ifk 
f haft thfs defife m-ay bcf very foonr tfcc^mpfKlheld.— ^ 
He 18^ a bird of paflTafge, thai hk^ trfifcfd us, only *o 
arbid the rigour of ^n inetefiie*rf feaffoti : whe* fhe 
reaiiimatiiTg funlhine* of revolution fteitf burff fMik 
on his native clime, ^e may hoffe to fee hira prttfie 
his- wings, aud take his fKght from the^dFiea#y bajf>ks 
of the Sufquebannah io tbofc of the Thames or 
the Avon. 
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THE SHORT 
BUT COMPREHENSIVE STORY 
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OF A 

farmer^s bull. 



A CERTAIN troublefom^ fellow, who turned his. 
back upon the church, having occafion to pafk 
through a large farm-yard in his way to a meeting- 
houfe, met with a fine majeftic venerable old Bull 
lying down at his eafe, and bafking in the funfhine^ 
This Bull was at times the tamed creature in the 
world ; he would fufFer the curs to yelp at him, the 
flies to teaie him, and even fome of the mifchievous 
fellows to pull hin[i by the horns. He was at this 
very moment in one pf his gentleft humours rumi- 
ipating upon paftand prefenl fcenes of delight ; con- 
templating the neighbouring dairy and the farm-yard^ 
where the milch cows had all their bags diftended 
till they were nearly running over ; the calves, and 
the pigs, and the poultry, were frifking, and grunt- 
ing, and crowing on every dunghill ; the granaries 
were full, and the barns ready to burft ; there was, 
belides, many a goodly rick of wheat, and barley, 
and oats, and peas, and beans, and hay, and rye- 
grafs and clover. The dairy was full of curds, and 
cream, and butter, and cheefe of every kind. To; 
be furc;, there was plenty for the mailer and his fa- 
mily. 
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inily, and all the fervants, and every body belongt- 
ing to the farm. Nay, thofe that were poor ancj 
iieedy> and idle, and lazy, and lick, and proud, and 
faucy, and old, and infirm, and filly, were freely 
fupplied ; and even this tronblefome fellovv himfclf, 
notwithflanding he had long fince quarrelled witt^ 
the head farmer and all his befl friends, and aq old 
grudge was ftill fubfiifting betwixt them, yet, upon 
making at any time a folemn promife to do no mif- 
chief, had free ingrefs, egrefs, and regrefs, in every 
part of the farm and the dairy, and, was at liberty to 
help hinifelf wherever he liked. In fhort, he was 
allowed to do any thing but Jkim the cream^ and fet 
his own mark upon the butter. ' 

Now, becaufe the Bull had happened to place 
himlelf acrofs his favourite foot-path, although there 
was plenty of room to the right and to the left, 
nothing vyould fatisfy this impudent fellow but he 
muft kick 0/^ JoA^j, for that was theBuirs name, 
put of his way : and all the world agrees that John 
fufFered him to kick a long while, before he fhowed 
the Icaft inclination to rife and refcnt the affront. At 
lafl, however, he got upon his legs, and began to 
look round him, but fiill it was a lo6k of contempt 
only, which the foolilh fellow miftook for the marks 
of fear ; and now, growing bolder and bolder, and 
hallooing the curs, and calling all his comrades td 
prick and goad him in the tendered parts of his body, 
the Bull began to threaten and roar; this was on the 
14th of July, oneof the hottefl days in the fumraer, 
when fbmebody threw a fiery flick under his tail, at 
the very moment that a parcel of impudent half-wit- 
ted fello\vs were trying to flourilh a French flambeau 
(lighted and blazing at both ends) full in his face. 
No wonder that the Bull fhould let off with a ven- 
geance in the flreet : — down went the gingerbread- 
flails, and the hardware-lhops, tuckle«menders, and 
ihe razor-grfhders, and the dagger-makers : he even, 

got 



got into private houfes, and in one place threw dowo 
j fvhole batkets full of boltlcs and chemiral ^lalTi'^;^ 

crucibles and gun barrels ; fmafh went all the jai 
I of tnflamtnable air, which tnflantly took fire* ani 
I ipread all aver the place ; every thing went to rac 
j tnd ruin; nothing wa-i fafc ; cren the rcligioofj 
! houfes thcmielvcs, where nothing had ever been hean" 
( hilt I he moft pious cxhf>rlations (like thole of Doctor 
Viecfimus Knox) to peace and harmony, and obc 
' dicnce to the governing powers. In fhort, nothio 
I could pacify or put n flop to the fury of this poor en 
I raged Bnimal, till Iris honell mafter the farmer, 3* 
I quic*t and as good a kind of chorch-going roan ai^ 
j ever livrd in the world » father of a large family, heaf* 
ing of t!ie rumpus^ lent a number of his beft and 
ft ea die ft old fervants to muzzle the bealt, which had 
?il ready toired the fellow with the fiery ftick over the 
tops of the houfes, and gored him in fifty diiferent 
place?*. It was next to a miracle that he ctcapcd 
with Ills life ; and every body though! he had reafoil- 
f to be thankful that he got offfo well as he did ; b 
^p jiD foonerdid he find himtcl ffnfe in a hackney-coackf. 
j^ thanj to the afionifhment of all the worldj he bega 
i io preach u^ his innocence, and tolodgeacomplaini 
again li poor Old Johuy who, in the end, fufiered a 
I great dtal more than himfclf. Some filly people pi^^ 

r^^l 
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tied liim, fome laughed at ])im ; others again w^c 
wicked enough to wifh him at the devil : even his 
beft friends were athamcd of him : andoltliough tlieyj 
one and all, defended him as much as they could i 
public, there was a confounded deal of mutterin 
and grumbling in private. *\ I thought what it^ 
** wonld come to/* laid one ; *^ a pretty mctliod of 
*^ driving a mad Ball through the church pales,^ 
faid a not lien 

But to go on \vith my ftory ; no fopnei; was the 
Bull (airly muzzled, and properly confined, than 
the friends and neighbours on both fides were called 

in 



i 



A 



August, 1794; 219^ 

in, to inquire into the whole ^ affair ; but there were 
to many contfadiiStory fiories, that it was impoflible 
to come at the truth, how it happenfsd, or who had 
^rft provoked t)im ; but fince it was plain to every 
body that Old John di4 the mifchicf^ and as he was 
proved to be the town Bull, it was at laft fettled that 
the parifh (hould p^y all the damages for not keeping 
him in better order. 

And here again was frefli matter for dilcpntent ; 
fome tl^pught it hard to pay for all the inflammable 
air, lyhich had done full as much mifchief as thp 
Bull. Qthers again objedlcd to a monftrous put qf 
the way l)eavy demand for a large quantity (feveraV 
reams) of foohcap paper, which had been fcribblei;! * 
upon and fpojled long before the affair happened. 
Indeed, in thq opinion of fome fenlible perfons, it 
was fit for nothing but kindling the fire. 

But the ftrangeft part of the ftory remains to be 
told ; for when this bjaflle was all over and fettled^ ; 
ancl every body thought the perverfe fellow was 
going to ^akc to his church, and get his living in an 
hqneil way, what did he do but fet to work bottling 
up|>isown f rt^, ana felling them for fuperfine in* 
fiaqrimable air, and what's flill worfe, had the impu* 
deoce to want a patent for the diJcQvery ; and, in*^ 
deecJ, a gooH many people were deceived for a long 
time J but, they fay, two of a trade can never agree, 
and fo it happened here ; for a brother trade one day 
Catcbed him 'at his dirty tricks, and expofed him to 
the whole pafifli. After this all the neighbours criedi 
ftanieon him: the women laughed, the girls they 
tittered,* even the little boys pointed at him, and 
inade game of him as be went along the flreet. Iii 
ftiort, lone dark night, when all the neighbourhood 
was quiet and every body faft aHeep, up he got, and 
iet off into the next parifh bag and baggage. 

Here he trumped up a terrible ftory, pretended to 

be "frightened to death, and fwore and d d his 

" - '' ' foul 
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foul if the Bull was not juft at his heels. The good 
folks (who, hy the hy, had a monflrous grudge 
againlt Old John) believed him at once ; and now 
there was the devil to do again ; the women fcream- 
ed and fell into fits, out ran the men and boys with 
broomfticks, and pitchforks, and fcalping>knives, to 
kill the Bull : but it was ail a fhara, for poor Old 
John was quiet at home, grazing in the meadow, up 
to his eyes in clover, and blue- bells, and daffodils, 
and cowflips, and primrofes, as contented as a lambj 
and neither thinking nor caring aqy more about the 
fellow with the fiery flick, than about one of the. 
<iies that he was bruftiing off with' his tail. 

But the worft of all is to come yet : for while thefc 
filly people were running about and making a hue 
and cry againfl Old John^ their own Bull (a thirfiy 
bead tiiat they had penned up in a barren lot, with- 
out any pond or watering-place) broke loofe, and did 
ten times more mifchief than John had ever done*. 
This made a fine laugh all round the country ; every 
body faid it ferved them jufl right ; and to be fure it 
did, for they fhould have looked at home, and mind- 
ed their owq fiulljj aiKl not run bawling about after 
Old John. 



* Alluding, under the character oUheir own BuU^ to the infur- 
region, which, when this trad was publidied, had juft broken out 
in tl>€ Weftern counties of Pennfylvani^, Thfe people in thofe: 
counties refuled to conform to an excife law, laying a tax on 
nxshijkey. They took up arms, committed many violences, and 
feverai murders. The infurreftion, at one time, affumed a very 
formidable afpe6t; but by the fpirited condu6t of the Federal Gon 
y:,rnment, it was, though at a vaft expenfe, happily put an end 
to. While America was in this fituation, it was perfedly ridicu- 
lous to hear Americans Kviling the Governmnt of Great Britain on^ 
account of the Birmingham riofs. 

END OF PRIESTLEY'S EMIGRATION. 
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-r\MONGSTall the itinerant philoropbers,\vho have 
Embarked for the United States in fearch of that 
order, peace, and univerfal love,, which they have 
.declared to be the natural fruit of republican govern- 
ment, no one ever arrived at a more unhicky period 
than Dodtor Prieflley. A rebellion, and a rebellion 
^n account of taxes too, had juft broken out as he 
iet his foot on the fhore. As this rebellion is the . 
principal event which took place in America during 
the latter months of i 794, 1 fhall make it, principally, 
the fubjecl of the cha/m between the publication of 
Priestley's Emigration and the Bone to Gnaw 
FOR THE Democrats. 

In the Summary View the rife of rebellion has been 
traced back to the principles imbibed from the Ame- 
rican revolution, brought into a6lion. by the recent 
example of the rebels in France, and by the immediate 
influence of the Democratic or Jacobin Societies ef- 
tablilhed in the United States* Its progrefs to the 
time that it was found necelFary to levy an army for 
its fuppreflion, cannot be more clearly or accurately 
defcribed than it was done in the flatement of Mr. 
Alexander Hamilton, then Secretary of the Trcafury, 
whofe Report on the fubjedt I here infert at length. 

*' Treafury 



224 WESTERN INSURRECTION. 

" Treafury Department^ Aiigujl 16, 1794^ 
•' Sir, 
** Jt appears probable, that advantages will refult 
from giving to the citizens at large full inforooation 
on the fubjcdi of the difturbances which exift in the 
weftern parts of Pennfylvania. With. this view-, if no 
objection to the meafure Ihould occur to you, I would 
caufe a publication to be made of the Report which I 
had the honour to addrefs to yon, dated the 5th inft. 
** With ihc inofl perfcA refpei^, ' 
** I have the honour to be, Sir, 
"Your mod obedient and humble fervant, 
" Alexander HAMii-TONi 
<• Tlie Prcfident of the 
United States:' 

" Sir, United States^ igfh Auguft, 1794- 

** I am direftedby the Prefident to inform you, iB 
reply to your letter of the i6th inftant, that, relying 
that the fails contained in the Report have been ftatcd 
with due care, and from authentic fourccs, he per* 
ceives no objedlion to the publication of it, as^pro^ 
pofcd. I am, &c. 

"Your nioft obedient fervant, 
" B. Daindridg£# 
" The Secretary of the Treafury ^^ 

" Sir, Treafury Department^ Augufl 5 M, 1799. 
" The difagreeable crilis at which matters have 
lately arrived in fome of the weftern counties of 
Pennfylvania, with regard to the .laws laying duties 
on fpirits diflilled within the United States, and oh 
fiills, feems to render proper a review of the circum- 
fiances which have attended thofe laws in that fcene, 
from their commencement to the prefent time, and of 
the conduct which has hitherto been obferved on the 
part of the Government, its motive and efFe6l — in 

order 
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order lo a better judgment of the raeafuresneceflary 
to be purfued in the exifting emergency. 

•^ The' oppolition to thole laws in the four moft 
weftern counties of Pennfylvania (Alleghany, Walh- 
ington, Riyette, and Weftmoreland) commenced a3 
early as they were known to have been pafled.- It 
has continued, with different decrees of violence, fn 
the different counties, and at different periods. But 
Wafhington has uniformly diftinguifhed its refift- 
ajnce, by a more exceffive fpirit than has appeared in 
the other counties, and feems to have been chiefly 
inftrutnental in kindling and keeping alive the flame, 

" The oppofition firft manifefted itfelf in the 
milder fhape of the circulation of opinions unfavour- 
able to the law, and calculated, by the influence of 
public difefteem, to difcourage the accepting or iiold-* 
ing of offices under it, or the complying with it by 
thofe who might be fo difpofed ; to which was added 
the (how of a difcontinuance of the bufincfs of dif- 
tilling. 

*^ Thefe expedients were fhortly after fucceeded by 
private aflTociations to ' forbear compliance with the 
la.\v. But it was not long before thefe more negative 
^odes of oppofition were perceived to be likely to 
prove inefFe6lual. And in proportion as this was 
the cafe, and as the means of introducing the laws 
^nto operation were put into execution, the difpofi- 
5*on to refiftance became more turbulent and more 
inclined to adopt and pradlife violent expedients. 
^he officers now began to experience marks of con- 
tempt and infult. Threats againft them became 
frequent and loud ; and after fome time, thefe threats 
^cre ripened into adts of ill treatment and outrage. 

" Thefe adls of violence were preceded by certain 
tneetings of malcontent perfons, who entered into 
J'efolutions calculated at oflce to confirm, inflame, 
andfyflematize the fpirit of oppofition. 

** The firft of tUefe meetings was golden at a place 

VOL. i, a called 
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called Red Stone Old Fort, on the 27th of July, 
1 79 If where it was concerted that county commit- 
tees ihould he convened in the four counties, at the 
refpeAive feats of juflice therein. On the 23d of 
Augufi following, one of thefe committees aflembled 
in the county of Wafliington. 

** This.. meeting paffed fome intemperate refolu- 
ttons, which were afterwards printed in the Pittiburg 
Ga;&ette, containing a ftrong cenfure on the law, de- 
claring that any perfon who had accepted or might ac- 
cept an office under Congrefs^ in order to carry it into 
effeO^Jhould be cunjidered as inimcal to the inter efts of 
the country ; and recommending to the Citizens of Wafti- 
ington county to treat every perfon who had accepted or 
might hereafter accept anyfuch office^ with contempt^ and 
a^oIuteJy to refiife all hinds of communication or inter- 
courfe with the officers^ and to withhold from them all 
aidiJuMorty or comfort. 

*' Not content with this vindiflive profcription of 
thoie who might efleem it their duty, in the capacity 
of officers, to aid in the execution of the conflitu- 
tional laws of the land, the meeting proceeded to 
accumulate topics of crimination of the Government, 
though foreign to each other ; authorizing, by this 
zeal for cenfure, a fufbicion that they were adtuated, 
not merely by the diflike of a particular law, bpt by 
a difpofition to render the Government itfelf unpo- 
pular and o(Uous. 

•* This meeting, in further profecution of their 
plan, deputed three of their members' to meet dele- 
gates from the counties of Weftmoreland, Fayette^ 
and Alleghany, on the iftTuefday of September fol- 
lowing, for the purpofe of expreffing the fenfe of the 
people of thofe connties in an addrefs to the Legif- 
lature of the United States, upon the fubjedl of the 
Excife Law and otJ^er grievances. 

" Another meeting accordingly took place on th^e 
Jth of September, 179I3 at Pittft)urg, in the county 

of 
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tof Alleghany, at which there appeared perfons in 
chara6l:er of delegates from the four weftern counties. 

^* Thi§ meeting entered into refolutions morecom- 
prehehfive in their objedls, and not lefs inflammatory 
in their tendency, than thofe which had before pafled 
the meeting in Walhington. Their refolutions con- 
tained fev6rccenfures not only on the law which was 
the immediate fubjeft of objedlion, but upon what 
they termed the exorbitant falaries of officers ; the 
unreafonable intereft of the public debt ; the want 
of difcrimination between original holders and tranf- 
ferrees, and the inflitution of a national bank. 

** The fame unfriendly temper towards the Govern- 
ment of the United States, which feemcd to have led 
out of their way the meeting at Walhington, appears 
to have produced a fimilar wandering in that at Pittf- 
burg. 

** A reprefentation to Congtefs, and a remonftrance 
to the Legiflature of Pennfylvania againfl the law 
more particularly complained of, were prepared by 
this meeting, publifhed together with their other 
proceedings in the Pittfburg Gazette, and afterwards 
prefented to the refpe Aive bodies to whom they were 
addreffed. 

*' Thefe meetings, compofed of very influential in* 
dividuals, and conducted without moderation or pru- 
dence, are juftly chargeable with the excefles which 
have been from time to time committed ; ferving to 
give confiftency to an oppofition which has at length 
matured to a point that threatens the foundations of 
the Government and of the Union, unlefs fpeedily 
and efTedually fubdued. 

*^ On the 6th of the lame month of September, the 
(^pofition broke out in an ad): of violence upon the 
pe^QO and property of Robert Johnfon, colleAor of 
the revenue for the counties of Alleghany and Wafh- 
iogton. 

^ A party of mep^ armed and diiguifed^ waylaid 
a z him 
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him at a place on Pigeon Creek, in Waihingtorfc 
C4>unty, (eizcd, tarred and feathered him, cut off hi^^ 
Iiair, and deprived him of his horle, obliging him tcrr3 
travel on foot a confiderable diiiance in that morti 
fying and painful iituation. 

*• The cafe was brought before thediftridV court o^^^ 
Pcnnfylvania, out of which proceffes iifued again{r- -i 
John Robertfon, John Hamilton, and Thomas * 
M*Comb, three of the perfons concerned in the out— ^" 
lagc. 

*' The fcTving of thefe procefles was confided bi^'^Y 
the then Marfhal, Clement Biddle, to his dq>uty Jo ^^' 
fcph Fox, who in the month of 06lober went intc^ ^^ 
Alleghany county for the purpofe of ferving them. 

" The appearance and circumftanees, which Mr-^^*^* 
Fox obfcrvcd himfclf in the courfe of his journey ^^ ^^' 
and learnt afterwards upon his arrival at Pittfburg "^S^ 
l)ad the eftcd of deterring him from the fervice o -^^^ 
the i)roccffes, and unfortunately led to adopt the in- 
judicious and fruitlefs expedient of lending them tcr::::^^ 
the parties by a private meflenger, under cover. 

** The Deputy's report to the Marfhal ftatcs 
number of particulars, evincing a confiderable fer- 
mentation in the part of the county to which he was 
fcnt, and inducing a belief on his part, that hecoul^^ 
not with fafcty have executed the procefles. Th^^ 
Marflial, tranfmittingthis report to the difiri6l attor-^ 
ncy, makes the following obfervations upon it. 

** 1 am forry to add, that he (the Deputy) fouiic^ 
the people in general in the weftern part of the Stat^ 
at, and particularly beyond, the Alleghany moun-- 
tains, in fucli a ferment on account of the aft of Con-' 
grcls for laying a duty on di (tilled fpirits, and fo 
many ©ppofcd to the execution of the faid aift, and 
from a variety of threats to himfelf perfonally, al- 
though he took the utmoft precaution to conceal his 
errand, that he was not only convinced of the im- 
pollibility of ferving the proccfs, but tbat any attempt 
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to effe& it would have occafioned the moft violent 
oppofition from the greater part of the inhabitants ; 
and he declares that if he had attempted it, he be- 
lieves he "fhould not have returned alive. 

" I fpared no expenfe nor pains to have the pro- 
cefs of the court executed, and have not the leaft 
doubt that jny deputy would have accomplilhcd it, 
if it could have been done. 

** The reality of the danger to the Deputy was 
countenanced by the opinion of Gen. Neville, th« 
infpedlor of the revenue ; a man who before had 
given, and fince has given, numerous proofs of a 
fleady and firm temper ; aud what followed is a 
further confirmation of it. 

" The perfon who had been fent with the pro- 

ceffes, was feized, whipped, tarred, and feathered ; 

and after having his money and horfe taken from 

hitn,* was blindfolded and tied in the woods; in which 

condition he remained for five hours. 

" Very ferious refleftions naturally occurred upon 
this occafion. It feemed highly probable, from the 
iffue of the experiment which had been made^ that 
the ordinary courfe of civil procefs would be inef- 
feflual for enforcing the execution of the law in the 
fcenein queflion, and that a perfeverance in this 
courfe might lead to a ferious concuflion. The law 
it&lf was fiill in the infancy of its operatioo, and far 
from cftabliftied in other important portions of the 
Union. Prejudices againft it had been induftrioufly 
difleminated, mifreprefentation.s difFufed, mifconcep- 
tions foflered. The Legiflature of the United States 
had not yet organized the means by which the Ex- 
ecutive could come in aid of the Judiciary, when 
found incompetent to the execution of the laws. If 
neither of thefe impediments to a decifive exertion 
had exifted, it was defirable, efpecially in a repub- 
lican Government, to avoid what is in fuch cafes the 
Q 3 ultimate 
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ultimate refort, till all the milder means hdd Me^ 
tried without fuccefs. 

** Under the united influence of thefe confider- 
ations, it appeared advifable to forbear urging co- 
ercive meafures, till the laws had gone into more ex-j 
tenfive operation ; till funher time for reflexion an4 
experience of its operation had ferved to correft falfc 
impreflions, and infpire greater moderation ; an^ 
till the Legiflature had had an opportunity, by a le- 
vifion of the law, to remove, as far as poffible, objec- 
tions, and to reinforce the provilions fotfccirring iH 
execution. 

" Other incidents occurred from time to iitht, 
which are further proofs of the very improper tempci^ 
that prevailed among the inhabitants of the refraftb^ 
counties. 

«* Mr. Johnfoh was not the only officer, who aboat 
the fame period experienced outrage. Mr. WellSj 
colledtor of the revenue for Weftmoreland an4 
Fayette, was alfo ill-treated at Greenfbutgand Unidni 
Town ; nor were the outrages perpetrated confiu6& 
to the officers ; they extended to private cifiz^^, 
who only dared to (how their refpedl for the I^Wd rf 
their countrj'. 

** Sometime in Oftober, 1791, an unhafypy man^ 
of the name of Wilfon, a flranger in the c6untry,t 
and raanifeftly difordered in his intellefts^ imagining- 
himfelfto be a colle61or of the revenue, or invjfeftei| 
with fome trufl in relation to it, was fo unlucky a^ to 
make inquiries concerning the diftillers who had 
entered their ftills ; giving out that he was to travel 
through the United States, to afcertain and report to. 
Congrefs the number of flills, &c. This man 'wad 
purfued by a party in dilguife, taken out of his bed, 
carried about five miles back, to a fmith's fhop, fhrtp- 
ped of his clothes, which were afterwards burnt, and 
after having been himfelf inhumanly burnt in feveral 
places, with a heated iron, was tarred and feathered, 

and 
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and about daylight difmiffed, nakfed, wounded, and 
otherwile in a very fufFering condition. Thefe par- 
titulars are communicated in a letter from the In(]^- 
tor of the revenue, of the 1 7th of November, wb6 
declares that he had then himfelf fecn ftie unfortunate 
maniac, the abufe of whom, as he expreflfes it, ex- 
ceeded defcription, and was fufficieht to make hu« 
inah nature fhudder. The affair is the more extra- 
ordinary, asperfons of weight and cbnfideration ifi 
that country are underflood to have been adtors in it, 
and as the fymptoms of infanity were during the 
whole time of inflifting the puhifhment apparent — 
the unhappy fufFerer di^laying the heroic fortitude of 
a man who conceived himfelf to be a martyr fo 
the difcharge of fome important duty. 

^^ Not long after aperfon of the name of Rofe- 
berry underwent the humiliating punifhment of tar- 
ring and feathering with fome aggravations, for hav- 
ing in converfation hazarded the very natural and 
jufty but unpalatable remark, that the inhabitants of 
that country could not reafonably exped proteAion 
ironi a Government whofe laws they fo ftrenuoufly 
Oppofed. 

•* The audacity of the perpetrators of thefe ex- 
cefles was fo great, that an armed banditti ventured 
to feize and carry off two perfons, who were wit- 
tifefles againft the rioters in the cafe of Wilfon, in 
Otdev to prevent their giving teftimony of the riot to 
a court then fitting, or about to fit. 

** Pfefigns of perfonal violence againft the Infpec* 
tor of the revenue himfelf, to force him to a rcfig- 
nation, were repeatedly attempted to be put in exe- 
cution by armed parties, but by different circum- 
fiances werefruftrated. 

** In the feflion of Congrefs which commenced in 
Oftober, 1791, the law, laying a duty on diftilled 
^irits and flills^ came under the revifion of Congrefs, 
91 had been anticipated. By an a6l paffed May 8th, 

a 4 1792, 
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j/i.:, durini: that fcflion, material alterations wtrc 
Uiavl:- in it : :.jrioi g thcfe, the duty was reduced to a 
r.iti; 1 ) i.i )cicrate, as to have filenced complaint on 
iliui 1:^.1.1 ; and a new and very favourable alternative 
\\u> ^iv(n to the diftiller, that of paying a monthly 
inltrad of' a yearly rate, according to^the capacity of 
Lis ftill, with liberty to take a lioenfe for the precife 
ti rm whicli he ihould intend to work it, and to renew 
that liccnfe lor a farther term or time. 

*' The amending ai?\, in its progrefs through tbc 
Ix pflaturc, engaged the particular attention of mem- 
bers who thcml'elves were interefled in diftillerics, 
and of others who reprefented parts of the country 
in which the bufincfs of difiilling was extenfivcly 
carried on. 

" Olyci'tions were well confidered, and great pains 
taken to obviate all fucii as had the femblance of rca- 
Ibnablencfs. 

*' 'Jlic cfFciSl has in a great meafare correfpondcd 
with the views of the Lcgiflature. Oppofition has 
fublided in fcvcral dillri6is where it before prevailed; 
and it was natural to entertain and noteafy to aban- 
don a hopC; that the fame thing would by degre^ 
have taken place in the four weflern counties of this 
State. 

*' But notwithflanding fome flattering appeat' 
anccs at particular juncSlures, and infinite pains by 
various expedients to produce the defirable iSuC^ 
the hope entertained has never been realizedy and i^ 
now at an end, as far as the ordinary means of cxe^ 
cuting laws are concerned. 

^' The firft law had left the numb€r and pofition^ 
of the officers of infpedlion, which were to be efla-' 
blifhcd in each diftridl for receiving entries of flills, 
to the difcretion of the fuperviibr. The fecond, to 
fecure a due accommodation to diftillers, provides 
peremptorily, that there (hall be one in each . 
county. 

'' Th^ 
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^^ The. idea was immediately embraced, that it 
was a very important point in the fcheme of oppofi- 
lion to the law to prevent the eftablifhment of oiEces 
in the refpecftive counties. 

'^ For this purpofe, the intimidation of well-dif- 
poied inhabitants was added to the plan of molefi- 
mg and obftrudling the officers by force or otherwife, 
as might be neceflary. So efFedually was the firft 
point carried (the certain deftruflion of property, 
andt the peril of life being involved), that it became 
almpfl imprafticable to obtain fuitable places for of- 
fices in fome of the counties ; and, when obtained, 
it was fqund a matter of iieceffity in almoft every 
infiance to abandon them. 

** After much effort, the Infpedlor of the revenue 
fucceeded in procuring the houfe of William Faulk- 
ner, a Captain in the army, for an office of infpec- 
tion in the county of Wafhington. This took place 
in Auguft, 1792. The office was attended by the 
Infpeftpr of the revenue in perfon, till prevented by 
the following incidents : 

** Captain Faulkner being in purfuit of fome de- 
ferters from the troops, was encountered by a numi- 
ber of people, in the fame neighbourhood where Mr. 
Johnfon had been ill-treated the preceding year, who 
reproached him with letting his houfe for an office 
of inibe6lion, drew a knife upon him, threatened to 
icalp him, tar and feather him, and reduce his houfe 
and property to afhes, if he did not folemnly pro- 
xnife to prevent the further ufe of his houfe for an 
office. Captain Faulkner was induced to make the 
promiie exadied 4 and, in confequence of the cir- 
cumAance, wrote a lettertothe Infpedlor, dated the 
ioth of Augufl, countermanding the permiffion for 
ifing his houfe ; and the day following gave a pub- 
lic notice in the Pittfburg Gazette, that the office of 
iii(jpe6lion ihould be no longer kept there. 

" At the fame time another engine of oppofition 

was 



aj* WESTERN INSURRECTION. 

was in operation. Apreeablc to a previous notifica*- 
tion, there met at Pittlburg, on the 21ft of Augoft^ 
a number of pcrfons flyling themfelves * A meeting 
of fundry inhabitants of the weflern counti^ d 
Pcnnfylvania.* 

** This meeting entered into refblutions not Ids 
exceptionable than thofe of its predeceflbrs. The 
preamble fuggcfis that a tax on fpirituous liquors il 
iinjuft in itfelf, and oppreffive upon the poor ; thdt 
interrMl taxes upon confumpiion muft in the end deftroy 
the liberties of every country in which they are in- 
troduced ; that the law in queftion, from certain lo- 
cal circumftances which are fpecified, wduld bring 
immediate diftrefs and ruin upon the weftern countiy ; 
and concludes with the fentiment, that they think it 
their duty to perfift in remonftrances to Congrefii 
and in every other Jegal meafure, that may obfim^ 
the opera fionx)( the law. 

*' The refolutions then proceed firfl: to Appoint H 
Committee to prepare and caufe to be ptefented t6 
Congrefs, an addrefs flating 6bje6lions to the la^i 
and praying for its repeal — Secondly, to appoint 
Committees of correfpondence for Wafhingtoti, Fay- 
etle, and Alleghany, charged to correfpond together, 
and with fuch Committee as ftiould be appointed for 
the famepurpofe in the county of Weflmbreland, o^ 
with any Committees of a limilar nature, that rtlight 
be appointed in other parts of the United States ; and 
alfo, if found neceflary, to call together eith^i* gdntiit 
meetings of the people in their refpedli^^e coUtitiel;» 
or concurrences of the feveral Comtoitteed, ^nd laftiy 
to declare that they will in future cdnfidei* thofe Vvho 
hold offices for the colleftioh of the dutj^, sis Un>V6N 
thy of their friendlhip, that they willhav6«d mf^- 
courfe nor dealings with tliem^ will withdrdlJO froth thet£( 
every ajjlftance^ withhold dXl the comforts of Itf 6 vMth 
depend upon thofe duties that as men and fellow -citizeHi. 
we owe to each other ^ and will upon all occafions treat 

4 thm 
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^iem wiih contempt ; eameftly REcoMMEKbiNG it to 

THE PEOPLE AT LARGB^ TO FOLLOW THE SAME LlNfi 
OP CONDUCT TOWARDS THEM. 

*' The idea of purfuing /pf ^/ meafures to ohftruA 
flie operation of a faw^ needs little comment. Legal 
meafures may be purfued to procure the repeal of a 
law, but to ohJlruB its operation prefents i contradic- 
tidti in terms. The operation, or, what is the ikme 
thiftg, the execution of a law^ cannot be ohJiruSed after 
if has been conftitutionally enadled, without illega* 
lity and crime. The expreffion quoted is one o^ 
thofe phrafes, which can only be ufed to conceal a 
diforderly and culpable intention under forms that 
may efcape the hold of the law. 

*^ Neither was it difficult to perceive that the ana- 
thema pronounced againfl: the officers of the revenue, 
jilaced them in a ftate of virtual outlawry, and ope* 
nited as a fignal to all thofe who were bold enough 
to encounter the guilt and the danger^ to violate both 
tlieit lives and their properties. 

^* The foregoing proceedings, as foon as know-n, wer6 
reported by the Secretary of theTreafury to th6 Pre- 
jlident. The Prefident, on the i5th of September, 
1792, iffued a proclamation, ^ earneftly admo- 
niihing and exhorting all perfons whom it may con- 
cern, to refrain and defift from all unlawful combi- 
nations and proceedings whatfoever, having for ob- 
jfeft or tending to obftrudt the operation of the laws 
aforefaid, inafmuch as all lawful ways and means 
Would be put in execution, for bririgmg to juftice 
the infra dlors thereof, and fecuring obedience thereto ; 
pind moreover, charging and requiring all courts, 
magiftrates, and officers, whom it might concern, ac- 
cording to the duties of their feveral offices, to exert 
the; powers in them refpedlively vefted by law for the 
purpofes aforefaid ; thereby alfo enjoining and re- 
quiring all perfons whomsoever, as they tendered 
ttic: welfare of their country, the juft and due autho- 
rity 
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rity of Government, and the prefervation of the 
public peace, to be aiding and aflifting therein ac- 
cording to law ;' and likevvife diredled that profecu- 
tions might be inflituted againft the offenders, in 
the cafes in which the laws would fupport, and the 
fcquifite evidence could be obtained. 

" Purfuant to thcfe inftrudion.s, the Attorney- 
general, in co-operation with the Attorney of the 
diftridl, attended a circuit court which was holden at 
York Town, in October, 1792, for the purpofe of 
iriqging /orward profecutions in the proper cafes. 

** Collateral mcafares were taken to procure for 
this purpofe the ncceflary evidence. 

*' The Supervilbr of the revenue was fent into the 
oppofing furvcy, to afcertain the real ftate of that 
furvey ; to obtain evidence of the perfons who wjerc 
concerned in the riot in Faulkner's cafe, and of 
thofe who compofed the meeting at Pittfburg; to 
uphold the confidence and encourage the perfe- 
verance of the officers adling under the law ; and to 
induce, if poffible, the inhabitants of that part of 
the furvey, which appeared leaft dilinclined, to come 
voluntarily into the law, by arguments addreflfed to 
their feqfe of duty, and exhibiting the evqitijal dan- 
gers and mifchiefs of refiflance. 

*^ The miffion of the Supervifor had jio other 
fruit than that of obtaining evidence of the perfons 
who compofed the meeting at Pittfburg, and of 
two who were under flood to be concerned in the 
riot ; and a confirmation of the enmity which certain 
a6tive and defigning leaders had induftrioully infufed 
into a large proportion of the inhabitants, not againft 
the particular lawa in queflion only, but of a more 
Ancient date, againft the Government of the United 
States Itfelf, 

" The then Attorneyrgeneral being of opinion 
that it was at beft a doubtful point whether the pro- 
ceedings of the meetings at Pittfburg contained -in- 
I di6lable 
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dicftable matter, no profecution was attempted againft 
thofe who compofed it, though, if the ground for 
proceeding againft them had appeared to be firm, 
it is prefumed that the trueft policy would have 
didlated that courfe. 

" Indictments were preferred to the circuit court, 
and found againft the two perfons undcrftood to 
have been concerned in the riot ; and the ufnal mea- 
fures were taken for carrying them into efFedl. 

" But it appearing ^afterwards, from various re* 
prefentations, fupported by fatisfaflory tcftimony, 
that there had been fome miflake as to the perfons 
accuied, juftice and policy demanded that the pro- 
fecutions ftiould be difcontinued ; which was ac- 
cordingly done. 

^^ The iflue of the bufinefs unavoidably defeated 
the attempt to eftablifh examples of the puniftiment 
of perfons who engaged in a violent refiftance to the 
laws, and left the officers to ftruggle againft the 
ftream of refiftance, without the advantage of fuch 
examples. 

" The following plan, afterwards fucceflively put 
in execution, was about this time digefted, for car- 
rying, if pofl[ible, the laws into efFedl, without the 
neceflity of recurring to force : 

" I. To profecute delinquents in the cafes in 
which it could be clearly done for non-compliance 
with the laws. 2. To intercept the markets for the 
furplus produce of the diftilleries of the non-com- 
plying counties, by feizing the fpirits in the way to 
thofe markets, in places where it could be efFedled 
without oppofition. 3. By purchafes, through agents, 
for the ufe of the army (inftead of deriving the fup- 
ply through contractors as formerly), confining them 
to fpirits, inrefped to which there had been a com- 
pliance with the laws. 

" The motives to this plan fpeak for themfelves : 
it aimed, befides the influence of penalties on delin- 
quents. 
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quents, at making it the general intcrcft of the dii*^ 
tillers to comply vvilh the laws, by interrupting the 
matket for a very confiderable furplus, and by, at 
the fame time, confining the benefit of the large de- 
mand for public fervice to thofe who did their duty 
to the public, and furnifliing, through the means of 
payments in caih, thr.t medium for paying the du« 
ties, the want of which was alleged to be a great 
difficulty in the way of compliance. 
, " But two circum fiances confpired to couotera6t 
the fuccefs of the plan ; one, the neceflity towards 
incurring the penalties of non-compliance, of there 
^ing an ofiFicer of infpedlion in each county, which 
• was prevented in fome of the counties by the means 
of intimidation pra6lifed for that purpofe ; another, 
the non-extcnfion of the law to the territory norths 
weft of the Ohio, into which a large proportion of 
the furplus before mentioned was fent. 

" A cupe for thefe defedls could only cooie finom 
the Legiflature. Accordingly, in the feflion which 
began in November, 1792, meafures were taken 
for procuring a further revifion of the laws. A bill 
containing amendments of thofe and other defe6U 
w^s brought in ; but it (b happened that this obje<Sl, 
by reafon of more urgent bufinefs, was deferried till 
towards the clofe of the feflion, and finally went off 
through the ufual hurry of that period. 

" The continuance of the embarraflTment incident 
tp this ftatc of things, naturally tended to diminiih 
much the efficacy of the plan which had been devifed ; 
yet it was refolved, as far as legal provifions would 
be^ out the oflficers, to purfue it with perfeverance : 
there was ground to entertain hopes of its good ef- 
fect; and it was certainly the mofl: likely courie 
which could have been adopted towards attaining 
the objedl of the laws by means fhort of force, evin- 
cing, unequivocally, the fincere difpofition to avoid 

, this 
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this p^ful fjefort, and the fleady moderation which 
has charatflerized the meafures of the Government. 

^* In purfuance of this plan, profecutions were 
occafionally inftituted in the mildefl: forms, feizures 
were made as opportunities occurred, and purchafes 
on public account were carried on. 

*' It may be incidentally remarked, that thefc 
purchafes were extending to other places ; where, 
though the fame diforders did not exift, it appeared 
advifable to facilitate the payment of the duties by 
this Ipecies of accommodation. 

'* Nor was this plan, notwithftanding the defi- 
cieocy of legal provifion which impeded its full exe- 
eution, without correfponding efFeds. 

*' Symptoms from time to time appeared which 
3.ijithorized expeAation, that with the aid, at another 
ifeffion, of the defired fupplementary provifions, it 
iBiras capable of accompliihing its end, if no extra- 
ojndinary events occurred. 

" The opponents of the laws, not infenfible of 

tine tendency of that plan, nor of the defe6ls in the 

19.^8 which interfered with it, did not fail from time 

to time to purfue Analogous modes of counteradtion. 

TCTbe effort to fruftrate the eftablifhment of offices of 

laipedion, in particular, was perfifted in and even 

^Ocrealed ; me^ns of intimidating officers and others 

^^ontinued to be exerted. 

** In April, I793, a party of armed men, in dif- 
guife, made an attack in the night upon the houfe 
of a c.olle<3:or of revenue, who lefided in Fayette 
county ; but he happening to be from home, they 
^Utentcd themfelves with breaking open his hou fc, 
^i^rcatening, terrifying, and abufing his family. 

** Warrants were iffued for apprehending fome of 
t^ rioters upon this occafion, by Ifaac Mafon and 
J^es Findley, affiftant Judges of Fayette county, 
which were delivered to the ShcrifFof that county, 

who, 
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\^lio, it ferms, rcfulrd to execute them ; for which 
he has lincc hern indi^^ed. 

" This is at once an example of a difpofition to 
fuppor^ the laws of the Union, and of an oppofitc 
one, in the local orficers of Pcnnfylvania within the. 
non-complying fcene : but it is a truth too impottaot 
not to be noticed, and too injurious not to. be la- 
mented, tliat the prcvailinjr fpirit of thofe officers 
has been either hofiile or lukewarm to the execution 
of thofe laws, and that the weight of an unfriendly 
olncial intlucnrc lias been one of the moft ferious 
obltacles with w^hich they have had to firugglc. 

** In June tbllowing, the Infpe(n:or of the revenue 
was burnt in eiHgy in Alleghany county, at a place 
and on a day of fome public eledjon, with much 
ditplay, in tlie prefcnce of, and without interruption 
from iv.agi'lrales and other public officers. 

** On ilic nij!;ht of the 22d of November, another 
party of men, lorr.o of tl:cm armed, and all in dif- 
guile, went to tiie hoiilc of the fame coUedpr of 
Pa\ctte, which h.i'l Iccii vifik-d in April, broke 
and entered it, and demanded a furrender. of the 
officer's commiffion and official books. Upon his 
rcfnfing to deliver thcni up, they prcfentcd piftota 
at him, and fwore, tliat, it' lie did not comply, they 
would inftantly put him to dealh. At length a fur- 
render of the coMimiflion and books was enforced; 
but not content with this, llie rioters, before they 
departed, required of the officer that he fhould, 
within two weeks, publifh his refignation, on pain 
of another vifit and the dcfirudion of his houfe. 

*' Notwithftanding thcfe excefTcs, the laws ap- 
peared, during the latter periods of tliis year (1793), 
to be rather gaining g.ound : feveral principal dif- 
tillcrs, wlio had formerly held out, complied, and 
others diicovcred a difpofition to comply, whick 
wns or.'y retrained by the fear of violetice, 

•' ikit thefe favourable circumfiances ferved to 

beget 
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beget alafra among thofe vv1il> were determined, at 
all events, to prevent the quiet eftablidiment of the 
laws : 4t foon appeared that they njeditated, by frefti 
and greater excefles, to aim a ftill more effedlual 
blow at them, to fubdue the growing fpirit of com- 
pliance, and to deftroy entirely the organs of the 
laws within that part of the country, by compelling 
aH the officers to renounce their offices. ' 

** The laft proceeding, in the cafe of the CQlIeftor 
of Fayette, was in this^ fpirit. In January of the 
prefent year, further violences appear to have been 
perpetrated. William Richmond, who had given 
information againfl: fome af the rioters, in the affair 
ofWiLSOK, had: his barn burnt, with all the grain 
and hay. which it contained; and the fame, thing 
happened to Robert Shawhan, a diftiller, who had 
been among the firft to comply with the law, and 
who had always fpoken favourably of it ; but in 
neither of thefe inflances (which happened in the 
county of Alleghany), though the prefumptiolis 
were violent, was any pofitive proof obtained. 

" TheInfpe6lo*rof thcu^venue, in a letter of the 
i^th of February, writes, that he had received in- 
formation, that perfons living near the dividing line 
of Alleghany and Wafhington, had thrown out 
threats of tarring and feathering one William 
Cochran, a complying difiiller, and of burning his 
diftillery ; and that it had alfo been given out, that 
in three weeks there would not be a houfe fianding 
in Alleghany county, of any perfon who had com- 
plied with the laws ; in confequence of which he 
had been induced to ^ay a vifit to feveral leading in- 
dividuals in that quarter, as well to afcertain the 
truth of the . information as to endeavour to avert 
the attempt to execute fuch threats. 

•* It appeared afterwards,i that on his return 
home he had been purfued by a colledtion of difor- 
dcrly perfons^ threatening, as they went along, 

VOL, I, - R vengeance 
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■ Lf*-*T* :>0'r- " e l-''.i:.:'.;r r: March* zznoocoe 
a;. ..v.rra>-.: a»:> ^ : ;.•: isii-c.::^! icpodtiuxx to the 
U *i : rV''',-.*^'* rre r ci> -«: :t:3!i:::c jad ^EXeodtkc 
''orr#-..-.v:OQ* 2^ v.". :: . i.*.: iin:ng orhcr mans 
for f.-iu ;.L.rpcuc, a r: ii :: :c4>cr.ng i r'oroe to fiiae 
fi r»i, ^omp^l hini *o ri?.l^:i r.?* rooaiiidlociy aad de- 
tain h.rn pr. former, pr-.' .i /^. i* a hodagc. 

'* In May and Jir.^ :.<:-*^ '^ :%ccccs were ami- 
mitfrd. Jam^4 kidice* the pcniba above iDca- 
UuwrA^ and Wiii-am Gxi'iran. another cooipiyiiig 
difiilirr, met with rqies^zcd lajcry to their prapotf. 
K iddo'- iMd part^ of hii griu-mill, at difiercni tina^ 
r^irrirrl away; and Gxhran fiiiiered more materiil 
irijiiricH : hU ftill wa« defiroycd, his tawHaill was 
r^ndrTrd iifirlcA (>v the taking awav ot' the liiw, and 
Imn )rrin-rm]l To injured as to require to be nqnirod 
a\ i nnficlrralilr 'Xfirnlc. 

" At tiie laft vifit a Dole in writing waa left, ic- 
r|uirin^; tiirn to fmbliHi uliat he had fuffcrod iotbo 
riuniurj; Ga/cttc, on pain of another viiit, in 
«.vhirli he iH thrf-alcncd in figurative, but inteUigOxk 
If ifn«i, with the dcliriu^lion of his property by fiits 
ihiM iidflin^ to t|j(! profligacy of doing wanton iDf^' 
iirM hi u (rllow-citizcij, the tyranny of compeUiDg 
hini Id he tlir puhlinur of his wrongs. 

•' Jiinr hciiijr the moiiiii for receiving annual en- 
tiiruol flill-i, nidcuvours were u fed to open offic^ 
Ml Willninrrliind and Wafliington, where it b^ 
hrrn Iiilhrrlo loiiiid impracticable. With mu^ 
|iMin?i ;ind dilhriiUy places were procured for thcpil^' 
piitr ; tlial iu Wrllinordand was repeatedly attack^^ 
in llir ni|/,ht hy nnncd men, who frequently fir^^ 
iipiui it ; but according to a report which has bee^ 

I mad^ 
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8A^ to thi6 depaFtment, it was defended with fo 
much courage and perleveranco by John Welts, an 
ausilitfry officer, and Philip Ra^n, the ownet^of 
tb<i» boufe^ as to have been maiotained during the r«« 
maiftder of the month. 

«^ That in Wafhington, aftef repctfttd attempts^ 
was fupprefled. The firlt attempt was confined to 
pulling down the (ign of the omce^ and threats of 
fature deftruaion. The lecond cff<0aed the ofcjeft 
in the following raod^i — About twelve perfons^ 
wmed and painted blacky in the night of the 6th of 
June^ broke into the houfe of John Lynn, where 
the office was kept, and after having MocbcrouflT 
fedttced him to cofte down ftairs, and put IriiBfeff 
M tbttkr dcywer by a promife of &fety to himfelf and 
kii bou4; they feized and Vied him, thrcfatened to 
hiiig bimy to€4 him to a retir^ fpot in the neigh^ 
iMMiring wood, and there, afti^ cutting off his imt^ 
tMniug and Ibithering him, fwore him never again 
to alldw the ufe of his houfe for an office^ never to 
diSdoA thm nama&^ and never again to have airy 
toift of agency in aid ^ the excife : having dona 
whicb^ they bound him riaked to si tree, and left 
bkn in that fituation till morning, when he fuc- 
taeded in extricating himfelf. Not content with 
liAh the malcontents, fome days after, made him 
another vifit, pulled down part of his houie, and 
put him in a fituation to be obliged to become an 
exile from his Own home, and to find an afykim 
al&where. 

*< During this time feveral of the diftillers, wb^ 
llad nsade entries and benefited by thcm^ refuftd 
Iho payment of the duties, adluafad^ no doubt^ bf 
mrious motives. 

'^ Indications of a plan to proceed agpdnft tbet It^ 
ipe&or of the revenue, in the manner wfaiob ba^ 
nacn before mentioned, continued. In a letter 
Cwsk him of tjbf toth of July, bavWenred, that the 

& 2 threatened 
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threatened vifit had not yet been made^ though he 
liad ftill reafon to cxpcdt it. 

*' In the feffion of Congrefs which began in De- 
cember, 17939 a bill for making the amendments 
in the laws, which had been for fome time defired, 
was brought in, and on the 5th of June laft became 
a law. • 

*' It is not to be doubted that the different fiages 
of this bufinefs were regularly notified to the nwl- 
contents, and that a conviflion of the tendency of 
the amendments contemplated to efFe6tuate the ex- 
ecution of the law, had matured the refolution to 
bring matters to a violent crifis. 

" The increafing energy of the oppqfition ren- 
dered it indifpenfable to meet the evil with propor- 
tionable decifion. The idea of giving time for the 
law to extend itfelf, in fcenes where the diflatif^ 
fa(5lion with it was the efFedl, not of improper ipirit, 
but of caufes which were of a nature to yield to rea- 
foo, reflexion, and experience (which had con- 
ftantly weighed in the eftimate of the meafures pro- 
per to be purfued), had had its efFe6t in an exten- 
five degree. The experiment, too, had been long 
enough tried to afcertain, that, where refiftance con- 
tinued, the root of the evil lay deep, and required 
meafures of greater efficacy than had been purfued. 
The laws had undergone repeated revilions of the 
Legiftative Reprefentatives of the Union, and had 
virtually received their repeated fancftion, without 
even an attempt, as far as is now recoUccled, or caiv 
be traced, to effe6l their repeal, affording an evi- 
dence of the general fenfe of the community in their 
favour. Complaints began to be loud, from com- 
plying quarters, againft the impropriety and in- 
jafiice of fufiering the law3 to remain unexecuted 
in others. 

** Under the united influence of thefe confidera- 
tlons^ there was no choice but to try the efficiency 
• • of 
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of the laws in profecuting, wfth vigour, delinquents 
and offenders. 

** Procefs iflued againft a number of non-com- 
plying diftillers in the counties of Fayette and 
Alleghany ; and indi<5lments having been found at a 
circuit court, holden at Philadelphia in July laft, 
againft Robert Smille and John M^Culloch, two of 
the rioters in the attack which, in November pre- 
ceding, had been made upon the houfe of a Col* 
ledlor of the revenue in Fayette county, procefles 
iflued againft them alfo to bring them to trial, and, 
if guilty, to punifliment. 

*' The Marfhal of the diftricft went in perfon to 
fcrve thefe procefles : he executed his truft without 
interruption, though under many difcouraging cir- 
cumftances, in Fayette county ; but while he was 
in the execution of it in Alleghany county, being 
then accompanied by the Infpedlor of the revenue, 
(to wit) on the 15th of July laft, he was befet on 
the road by a party of {torn thirty to forty armed 
men, who, after much previous irregularity of con- 
du6t, finally fired upon him, but, as it happened, 
without injury either to him or to the Infpe6tor. 

** This attempt on the Marfhal was but the pre- 
lude of greater excefles. 

^* About break of day, the i6th of July, in con- 
formity with a plan which feems to have been for 
fome time entertained, and which probably was only 
accelerated by the coming of the Marfhal into the 
furvey, an attack by about one hundred perfons, 
armed with guns and other weapons, was made 
upon the houfe of the Infpedpr in the vicinity of 
Kttiburg. The Infpedlor, though alone, vigor- 
oufly defended himfelf againft the aflailants, and 
^bilged them to retreat without accomplilhing their 
purpofe. 

" Apprehepding that the bufinefs would not ter- 
^Tunj^tc here, he made application by letter to the 

R 3 Judges^, 



746 WESTEBN INSURBBCTIOJJ. 

Judges^ Generals of militia, and Sher^ of the 
county, for protedlion. A reply to his af^lieatioB^ 
from John Wilkins, jun. and John Gibfon, ma* 
giflrates and miKtia officers, informed him, that the 
laws could not be executed fo as to afford him the 
protedion to which he was entitled, owing to the 
too general combination of the people in that part 
of FennfyWania to oppofe the revenue law ; adding, 
that they would take every ftep in their power to 
bring the rioters to jufiice, and would be glad to re- 
cave information of the individuals concerned in the 
attack upon his houfe^ that profecutions might be 
eoramenqed againft them ; and expreffing their for- 
row, tb#t^ ihould the posse comitatus of the 
county be ordered out in fupport of the civil autho* 
rity, very few could be gotten that were not of the 
party of the rioters. 

*^ The day following the infurgents teaflembled^ 
with a confiderable augmentation of nombert, 
amounting, as has been computed, to at leaft five 
hundred, and on the 17th of July renewed their at^ 
tack upon the houfe of the lnfpe6)or, who, ip the 
interval, had taken the precaution of calling to his 
aid a iifnall detachment from the garriibn of Fort 
Pitt, which, at the time of the attack, confifted of 
eleven men, who had been joined by Major Abraham 
Kirkpatrick, a friend and connexion of the In- 
ipedlor. 

^* There being fcarccly a profpefl of eifeftual de- 
fence againft fo large a body as then appeared, and 
as the ln(pe&o^ had every thing to apprehend for 
his perfon, if taken, it was judged advifable that h# 
fhould withdraw from the houfe to a place of con- 
ceahncnt, Major Kirkpatrick generoully agreeing to 
remain with the eleven men, in the intenti^, if 
pra6licablc, to make a capitulation in favour ctf the 
property, if not to defend it as long as pol^ble. 
" A parley took place under cover of a flag which 

wag 
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was fent by tlic infurgents to thehoirfe, '^o demand 
that the Infpeftor fhould come forth, renoanoe his 
office, and ftipulate never again to accept an office 
tinder the fame laws. To this^ it was replied, that 
flic Itifpc£lor had left the houfe upon then: firft ap- 
proadi, and that the pSace to which he had retired 
was xuALOOwn. They then declared that they tntiil 
have whatever related to his office. They were an- 
fwcred, that they might fend perfons, not exceeding 
fix, to fearch the houfe, and take away whatever 
papers Ihey could find appertaining to the office : 
but not fatisfied with this, they infifted, tmcon- 
dctionally, that the armed men, who were in the 
honfe for its defence, ftould march out and ground 
their arms ; which Major Krrkpatrick peremptorily 
refilled, confidering it and reprefenting it to them 
as a jproof of a defign to deflroy the prc^icrty. This 
reftilal put an end to the parley. 

** A briflc firing then cnfued between the infur- 
gents and thofe of the houfe, which, it is laid, kfted 
far near an hour, till the afTailants having iet fire to 
the neighbouring and adjacent buildings, eight th 
number, the intenfenefs of the heat, and the danger 
of an immediate communication of the fire to %e 
Sioufe, obliged Major Kirkpatrick and his fmall 
j>arty to come out and furrcnder themlHves. In th^ 
coutie of the firing one of the infurgents was killed 
and feveral wounded ; and three of the petfoiis \j% 
tbe houfe were alfo wounded. The perfon tolled i4 
tradcrftoojd to have been the leader of the party, of 
the name of James M'Tarlane, then a major in the 
tnilitia, formerly a lieutenant in the Pennfj^vatiia 
line. The dwelling-hoofe, after the furrender, 
fliamed the fate of the other buiidiTigs ; the \vhole of 
wh¥^h were confumed to the ground. The lo(s of 
-property to the InfpeAor, upon this occafion, is 
eflimated, and, as it is believed, with great tnodo^ 
ration, not lefe thao three thoufand pounds. 

R 4 *« The 
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'' The Marihal, Colonel Prieftly Neville, and 
fcvcral others, were taken by ihe infurgcnts going to. 
the Infpc<5lor's houfc. All, except ihe Marfhal and 
Colonel Neville, foon made their efcape ; but thefc 
were carried on fomc diflaucc from the place where 
the affray had happened, and detained till one or two 
o'clock the next morning. In the courfe of their 
detention, the Marfhal, in particular, fuffered very 
fcvere and humiliating treatment, and was fire- 
nuently in imminent danger of his life. Several of 
the party repeatedly prefented their pieces at him, 
with every appearance of a defign to afTaffinatc, 
from which they were, with difEcuhy, reflraincdby 
the efforts of a (cvr more humane and more prudentr 

" Nor could he obtain fafety or liberty, but upoa 
the condition of a promife guarantied by ColoDcl 
"Neville, that he would lerve no other procefs on th^ 
wcfl fide of the Alleghany mountain. The alter- 
native being immediate death, extorted from the 
Marfhal a compliance with this condition, notwith- 
fianding the jufi fcnfe of official dignity, and th^ 
firmncfs of charadlcr which were witnefled by hi$ 
condu(5l throughout the trying Iccncs he had expe- 
rienced, 

" The infurgents, on the 1 8th, fent a deputation 
of two of their nmnlx^r (one a juftice of the peace) 
to Pittfburg, to require of the Marihal a furrender 
of the procefTes in his pofTeflion, intimating that his 
o>mpliance would fatisfy the people and add to his 
fiifrfv ; and alfo to demand of General Neville, in 
|H^reniptory terms, the refignatipn of his office, 
thivatcning, in cafe of refufal, to.attack the place 
an^l take him by force : demands which both thefe 
oi'i\ ors thd not hclitatc to rejedl, as alike incompati- 
Mo with tht ir honour and their duty. 

• Ai^ il wrts well rtlcertained that no protedlion 
>\,i^ ti> Iv t\|><VUHl rix>m the magiftrates or inha- 
^ trttM!^ fN» WmUnui^i il became neceffary to the 

fafety. 
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iafety, both of the InfpecStor and the Marfhal, to 
^uit that place ; and, as it was known that all the 
-vfual routes to Philadelphia were befet by the in- 
surgents, they concluded to defcend the Ohio, and 
3>.roceed, by a circuitous route, to the feat of Go- 
"vemmcnt, which they began to put in executioji oa 
Ihe night of the loth of July, 

•^ Inforaiation nas alfo been received of a meeting- 
of a considerable number of perfons at a place called 
Mingo Creek Meeting-houfe, in the county of 
Wafhington,. to confult about the further meafures 
which it might be advifable to purfue ; that at this 
meeting a motion was made to approve and agree to 
lupport the proceedings which had taken place, 
until the excite law was repealed, and an a6l of 
oblivion paffed. But that, inftead of this, it had 
been agreed that the four weftern counties of Penn- 
iylvania, and the neighbouring counties of Virginia, 
ihould be invited to meet in a convention of dele- 
jgates, on the 14th of the prefent month, at Parkin- 
ion's, on Mingo Creek, in the county of Walhing- 
lon, to take into confideration the fituation of the 
weflern country, and concert fuch meafures as ihould 
appear fuited to the occafion. 

" It appears, moreover, that on the 25th of July 
lafl-, the mail of the United States, on the road from 
Pittfburg to Philadelphia, was (lopped by two armed 
men, who cut it open, and took out all the letters, 
jEXcept thofe contained in one packet : thefe armed 
men, from all the circumftances which occurred, 
were manifefily ading on the part of the infurgents. 

" The declared o^e6t of the foregoing proceed- 
ings is to obftrudt the execution, and compel a re- 
peal of the laws laying duties on fpirits diftilled 
within the United States, and upon ftills. There is 
juft caufe to believe that this is conneifled with an 
indifpofition too general in that quarter to fhare in 
(he common burdens of the community ; and with 

a wifh. 
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a-wifh, among foinc perfons of influence, to em- 
barrafi the Government. It is affirmed, by iMrdl- 
infbnned perfons, to be a fadt of notoriety, uiat tiie 
Terenue laws of the State hfelf have always beea 
either reiifted, or very defedlively complied wttb in 
the lame qaarter. 

" With the rooft perfeft rcfpe(ft, I have the 
bonomr to be, Sir, 

•* Your moft obedient humble fcrvant, 
** Alexander Hamiltoit. 
^ The Vrefidmt of tlie United States."" 



Upon receiving this Report, the Prciident ifiued the 
following Proclamation : 

By the Prffident of the United States of America.^ 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas combinations to defeat the execation of 
the laws laying duties upon fpirits diftilled within tlnr 
United States, and upon it ills, have, from tiie time 
of the commencement of thofe laws, exified inrfome 
of the weftcm parts of Pennfylvania : And whereas 
the faid combinations, proceeding in a manner fob- 
verfive equally of the juft authority of Government, 
and of the rights of individuals, have hitherto ef- 
fe£ted their dangerous and criminal purpofe, by the 
influence of certain irregular meetings, i^bofe pro- 
ceedings have tended to encourage and uphold the 
fpirit of oppofition, by mifreprefentations of the 
laws, calculated to render them odious, by endea- 
vours to deter thofe who might be fo difpofed, from 
accepting offices under them, through fear of public 
refentment and of injury to peribn and property, and 
to compel thpfe \^ ho had accepted fuch offices by 
a<f):ual violence to furrcnder or forbear the execation 
of them, by circulating vindi6tive menaces againft 
all thofe'who fhould otherwife dire6\!y or indirei?Hy 
aid in the execution of the faid laws, or who, yield- 
ing 
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ing to the dtAates q( confcienoe, and to a fenie of 
oimgttioci^ ihould themfelv^ comply therewith, by 
a^ioollv injuring and deftroying the property of per«^ 
fons wno were underftood to have fo complied ; by 
infii&ing cruel and humiliating nnniihments trpon 
private citizens for no other cauie than that of ap- 
pearing to be the friends of the laws ; by intercept- 
ing the public officers on the highways, abufing^ 
a&ulting, and otherwife ill-treating them ; by going 
to their houfes in the night, gaining admittance by 
force, taking away their papers, and committing 
other outrages ; employing for thefe unwarrantable 
purposes the agency of armed banditti, difguifed in 
fuch manner as for the moft part to efcape difcovery : 
jfttd wherems the endeavours of the Legiflature to ob- 
viate pbje<ftions to the faid laws, by lowering the 
duties, and by other alterations conducive to the 
convenience of thofe whom they immediately afFcft 
(though they have given fatisfa6lion in other quar- 
ters), and the endeavours of the executive officers \o 
conciliate a compliance with the laws, by explana- 
tions, by forbearance, and even by particular accom^ 
modations founded on the fuggefiion of local conli- 
derations, have been difappointed of their effe6i by 
the machinations of perfons whofe induftry to excite 
refiflanoe has increafed with every appearance of a 
difpofition among the people to relax in their oppo- 
fition, and to acquiefce in the laws, infomuch that 
many perfons in the faid weftern parts of PennfyU 
vania nave, at length, been hardy enough to pene- 
trate a<3s which, I am advifed, amount to tres^ioh, 
being overt a6l:s of levying war againft the United 
i^tates ; the faid perfons having, on the i6th and 1 7th 
of July laft paft, proceeded in arms (on the fecorid 
6m amounting to feveral hundreds) to the houfe of 
Jolin Neville, Infpedlor of the revenue for the fourth 
iUrvey of the diftrift of Pennfylvania, having re- 
peatedly attacked the faid houfe with the perfons 

uierein, 
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therein, wounding fome of them ; haviDg fdzed 
])avicl Lenox, Marftial of the diftriit of Peonfylva^ 
niii, who previous thereto had been fired upon while 
in tiie execution of his duty^ by a party of armed 
men, detaining him for fome time priibner, till for 
the prcfcrvation of his life, and the obtaining of bis 
liberty, he found it neceflary to enter into flipulatioDS 
to forbear the execution of certain official duties 
touching proccifes ifTuing out of a Court of the 
United States, and having finally obliged the iaid 
lutpedtor of the revenue and the faid Marlhal^ fiom 
conluierations of perfonal fafety to fly from that part 
of the country, in order, by a circuitous route, to pro- 
ceed to the Jcat of Government ; avowing as the 
motives of thefe outrageous proceedings, an inten- 
tion to prevent by force of arms the execution of the 
faid laws, to oblige the faid Infpeitor of the revenue 
to renounce his faid office, to withftandbyopcn vio-« 
Icncc the lawful authority of the Government of the 
United States, and to compel thereby an ^Iteration 
in the meafures of the Legiflature and a repeal of the 
laws aforcfaid : 

And whereas by a law of the United States, enti- 
tled, '^ An Adl to provide for calling forth the Militia 
to execute the Laws of the Union, fupprefs Infurrec^ 
tions, and repel Invafions," it is ena£led, " that 
whenever the laws of the United States fhall be op- 
pofed, or the execution thereof obflrudled in any 
State by combinations too powerful to be fuppreflW 
by the ordinary courfe of judicial proceedings or by 
the powers veiled in the Marfhals by that a6l, the 
fame being notified by an aflbciate Juflice or the dif- 
trict Judge, it fhall be lawful for the Prefidei^t of the 
United States to call forth the militia of fuch State, 
to lupprefs fuch combinations, and to caufe the laws 
to be duly executed : and if the militia of a State 
where fuch combinations may happen fhall refufe or 
be infulHcierit to iupprefs the fame, it fball be Uwful 

fox 
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fbr the Prefident, if the Legiflature of the United 
States (hall not be in feflion, to call forth and em- 
ploy fuch numbers of the militia of any other State 
or States moft convenient thereto as may be necef- 
iary ; and the ufe of the militia fo to be called forth* 
may be continued, if neceifary, until the expiration of 
thirty days after the commencement of the enfuing 
feffion iT Provided always y that whenever it may be ne- 
ccflary, in the judgment of the Prelident, to ufe the 
military force hereby diredled to be called forth, the 
Frefident (hall forthwith, and previous thereto, by 
proclamation, command fuch infurgents to difperic 
and retire peaceably to their refpedlive abodes within 
a limited time :" And whereas James Wilfon, an 
affociate Juftice, on the 4th inftant, by writing un- 
der his hand, did, from evidence which had been 
laid before him, notify to me that '^ in the counties 
** of Wathington and Alleghany in Pennfylvania, 
** laws of the United States are oppofed, and the 
*^ execution thereof obftrudled by combinations 
** too powerful to be fuppreffed by the ordinary 
** courfe of judicial proceedings, or by the powers 
<^ vefted in the Marfhal of that diflria :" 

And whereas it is in my judgment necefTary, under 
thercircumftances of the cafe, to take meafures for 
calling forth the militia in order to fupprefs the com- 
binations uforefaid, and to caufe the laws to be duly 
executed^ and I have accordingly determined fo to 
do, feeling the deepeft regret for the occafion, but 
withal the moft folemn convi6lion, that the eiTential 
interefls of the Union demand it, that the very ex- 
iftence of Government and the fundamental princi- 
ples of fbciai order are materially involved in the 
iflue, and that the patriotifm and firmnefs of all 
good citizens are feriouily called upon, as occafion 
may require, to aid in the cffcdlual fuppreflion of fo 
fatal a ipirit : 

4 JVlierefore^ 



reci<cd» I George Wafliiogton^ Prclideot of the 
United States, do hereby commiind all perfons be'mg 
infurgents as ufortf^kl^ and all otbei^ whom it may 
*cancerii, on of bi^fore ihc ill diy of Scplcmber next, 
to difpcrfe and retire pcaccaUy to tl»etr reTpecUve 
abodes. And I do moreorer forewarii all fc^om 
whom foe VLT again 1! aiding^ abeUiog, of cooEiibitiiig 
the perpetrators of ihe aforelaid trealbnable aAa; 
and do rcf^uire all officers and other citizens, ac- 
cording to their refpc<5live dulies and the law of the 
land tocstert their utmoft cnd^vouis to prevent and 
fapprefs fuch dangerous proceedinga, 
^^ lo teftimony whereof I have caufcd the feal of 

^^ the United States of Aioerica to be affixed to 

^" thcfe prefcDls, and figned the fame day wtih 

L (L» S-) my hand. Done at Philadelphia, the 7th 

^^ day of AuguH, 1794, and of the indepen' 

^^^_ dence of the United States of Americai 

^^^P nineteenth. G. Washimgtoh. 

^^^ By fke l^rifidmi^ Edm, RANi>oLFHi 



Secoivd Pro clam Ation- 
By thi Prefnim^ of ihe Unifed Staies of America* 

A PROCLAMATION. 



%Vl>ereaSj frotn a hope that thccotnbtnatiofts agais 
the conflitulion and laws of the United States, in 
certain of the weft cm counties of Pennfylvania, 
would yield to time and refle<£Hon, I thought it fuf- 
ficient, in the firft inflance, rather to take mmjitres 
for calling forth the militia, than immediatciy to cm- 
body them ; but the moment is now eoinc, when 
the overtures of forgivenefs, with no other condiHoQ 
than a fubmifiion to law, have been only partially 
accepted ; when every form of conciliation not in- 

confident 
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cefifi&eat witb the beiog of Governsient, has bes» 
adopted: wilfaoat dSedl ; when the well-diifpofed ia 
thofe oQuntries are unable by their influence aaA 
esaiaple to reclaim the wicked Iroaahtheiie forjr, zbA 
areeompelledto a^^Dciate in their own defence ; when< 
the pvofiered Jenity hae been per?ei&ly aniinteipceterii 
into an apprehenfion that the ckizena will amrel^ 
with relu^ance ; wbtfB the opportuoitf of examiOf^ 
ing the confequencea^ of a treafonable oppoiition.haAi 
been employed in propagating principleaof.anatx:hy^. 
endeavouring through emifTaries to alienate thoh 
friefidii of order from its fupport, and iniviting its 
eaemte& to perpetrate fimilar a£bs of infurra^lioi^iik. 
Mvheift it is manifefl that violence would continue tOt 
beeieercifed upon ev^y attempt to enforce the laws ^ 
when,. therefore, Government is fet at defiance, the 
conteft being whether a fcnall portion of the United> 
States fhall di<State to the whole iTnion, and, at the 
expenfe of thofe who defire peace, indulge a defpo^ 
rateaiabition : • ' 

Now, therefore, I George Wafhingtoo, Preiidenti 
of the United States, in obedience to that high and 
irrefiflible duty, conlignedtomeby the conftitution^ 
** to take careth^t the laws be faithfully executed ;** 
deploring that the American name fhould be iultied 
by the outrages of citizens on their own Govern^ 
nseftt ; comaiiierating' fuch as remain obftinaite from 
delufion ; but refolvcd, in perfetft reliance on that 
gracious Providence which fo iignally dif^ysr its 
goodoefs towards this coiioitry, to reduce the refrac* 
lory to a due fubordination to the law ; do hsre37 
decbre and make known, that with a fatisfa£tion» 
which can be equalled only by the merits of the mi- 
litia fummoaed into fervice. from the States of ^ew- 
Jericy, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia^ I have 
Fecelved intelligence of their patriotic alacrity in 
obeying the call of the prefent, though painful, yet 
commanding neceflity ; and that a force which, ac- 
cording 
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cording to every reafonable expectation^ isadequafe 
to the exigency, is already in motion to the fcene of 
difafFedion ; that thole who have confided or Ihall 
confide intheprotedion of Government, fhallmeet 
full fuccour under the flandard, and from the arms 
of the United States ; that thofe who, having ofiended 
againfi the laws, havefince entitled themfelves to in- 
demnity, will be treated with the mofl: liberal good 
faith, if they (hall not have forfeited their claim by 
any fubfequent condu6l, and that infirudlions are 
given accordingly. 

And I do moreover exhort all individuals, officers, 
and bodies of men, to contemplate with abhorrence 
the meafures leading diredlly or indirc6lly to thofe 
crimes, which produce this refort to military coercion ; 
to check in their refpeftive fpheres the efforts of mif- 
guided or dcfigning men to fubflitute their mifrepre- 
fentations in the place of truth, and their difcontents 
in the place of flable government ; and to call to 
mind, that, as the people of the United States have 
been permitted under the divine favour in perfect 
freedom, after folemn deliberation, and in an en- 
lightened age, to ele6l their own Government; fo* 
will their gratitude for this inefiimable bleffing be beft 
diflinguifhed by firm -exertions to maintain the con- 
ilitution and the laws. 

And laflly, I again warn all perfons whomfoever 
and wherefoever, not to abet, aid, or comfort the in- 
furgents aforelaid, as they will anfwer the contrary 
at their peril ; and I do alfo require all officers and 
other citizens, according to their feveral duties, as far 
as may be in their power, to bring under the cogni- 
zance of the law, all offenders in the premifes, 

Jateflimony whereof I have caufed the feal of 

the United States of America to be affixed to 

thefe prefents, and figned the fame with my 

(L. S.) hand. Done at the city of Philadelphia, 

the 
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ttic Z5th d^y of September, 1794, and of 
the independence of the United States of 
America the 19th. 

Geo. Washington. 
iy ihe Frefideiitj Edm. Randolph. 



At the lame time that thefe proclamations were iC- 
^Ttacd, the Prefident made a requifition for troops, oh 
tine governors of Virginia, Maryland, Pennfylvania, 
^'nd Ne\V-Jerrey, each of which States was required 
to furnifli a certain quota. To attempt, here, a mere 
^ifiory of the campaign^ does not agree with my plan, 
^v^liich contemplates rather a developement of the 
fi^crel than the known circumflances of this in- 
^ireiftion. My objefts, through the whole of 
rt^ IS work, are, to record the crimes of democracy, 
^^^xii to undeceive the deluded people of Eng- 
l-^iid. 

The Ifew Annual Regifter (than which I do not 
^ir^ow a work more full of falfehood and malice), in 
fe^aking of the infurrediion in the weftern counties 
^^ Pennfylvania, Ncxhaults all its refources of mifre- 
P^cfentation. It reprefents the aflembling of the 
^^my as a matter attended with no difficulty, and 
^^tes, that, at the appointed time. Governor 
^^ifflin arrived at Carlifle, " at the head of ^.r thou* 
P^Tid VOLUNTEERS*." From this reprefentation, 

who 



* To obviate the poflibility of a chafge ©f mifquotation, or 
^ifrcprcfentation, I here quote the whole article from the Nenti) 
Annual Regifter for 1794, requefting the reader to perufe it with 
attention, as it has already been referred to, and will be leferred 
to again, in the courfe of this work. 

" The revolutionary fpirit which has been fo a^^ive in Europe, 
extended in the courfe of the prefent year beyond the Atlantic : 
and, in the peaceful plantations of North America, broke out into 
afloal infurredlion. However unexpe6ted fuch a circumilance 
might be to thofe who obferved onJy the genera| happinefs and 

VOL, I. s , profpcrity 
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v^ould not imagine* that thefe fix thoufand merr, 
burning with a deiire to diflinguifii themfelves in 

fupport 



profperity of thofe States under thctt* prcfcnt wife aftd provident 
Admtniftration, to thofe who confider the internal circumftances 
of America, fuch events will fcarcely be a matter of furprife. In 
fo extended a country, the fame union of fentimenf, and indeed of 
intereft, can fcarcely exifl, as in fmaller dates ; and where free 
difcuffion is indulged in the ampleil extent, by the civil confliru- 
ti6n of the country^ it mav reafonably be expected, that local 
ciueflions will fometimes arife, and partral views be occafionaHy 
indulged, to the manifeft prejudice of the general intercft. The 
infurre^ion, to which we at prefcnt allude, took phct in the four 
weftern counties of Pennfylvania, a tra6k of territory chiefly fet- 
tled Ance the peace of 17R3, and inhabited by emigrants from dif^ 
ferent countries, and efpeciafly' from Ireland and the Weft of 
Scotland, 

*• Among the different modes which have been adopted for de- 
fraying the expenfes of the ftate, perhaps there is none more com- 
modious, under certain reftridtions, than that of an cxcife, ^nd 
yet none has ever been lefs acceptable to the people in general— 
Moft of our readers will recollect the' oppdfition experienced by 
Sir Robert Walpole on this account ; and indeed, till lately, when 
the influence of the Crown has been fo firmly eftablifhed as to bid 
defiance to all oppofition from the people, an excrfe bill has fcldom 
paifed without exciting diflWbances of an alarmthg nattn-e. Of 
one principle, which has been lately intr€>duced iuto thefe billS;^ 
wemuft, as Engliflimen, ever tellify our abhorrence ; and this is 
thefumipary mode of adhiiniftering juftice on excife queflions, 
and the direct violation, or rather annihilation, of the trtal hy }vry^ 
which our prefent financier has been ib ftuJious to introduce on 
thefe occafions : yet, independent of this circumftance, the taxes 
themfelves have been feldom objeftionable. By fixing the duty 
not on the raw material, but on the manufactured commodity,' the 
capital of the trader'is lefs deeply Involved, and the price is com- 
monly rendered lefs burdenfome to the confumier. In other caies^ 
the excife laws might operate as excellent fumptuary regulations 1 
and in the cafe of diftilled liquors, fo injurious to the health of the 
common people, the excife fyitem appears not merely proper a^ 
falutary, but even neceffary. Yet fuch was the idle and abfu^ 
pretext for tlje Pennfylvanian infurre<!^ion. Among the dilFer*^'^* 
objecSts of taxation which prefetoted themfelves to Congrefs durit'S 
the feffion of 17Q0, none appeared more proper than the diftiJl^' 
ries througho'ut the United States. But how is a revenue to ^ 
derived from this fourcc ? Only by an excife. An exctfe ther'^' 
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jfiipport o^ the happy government under which fhef 
lived, had, by a voluntary offer of their fervices, 

prevented 



fore was adopted ; the duty was light, and the objeft uneijK* 
ceptionable; an4 yet this reafonabie meafurei aiponjg thefe ig* 
norant and turbulent people^ was made a pretext for riot wji 
rebellion. 

'* It was infinuated by fome of the anti- Anglican party in Ame- 
rica, that the difcontents werefecretly fomented by the agents of 
the Britiili Cabinet, and that the infurredtion in Pennf^vania, tlvs 
encroachments of Governor Simcoe on the Miami, the accpmmo- 
dation between Algiers and Portugal, to the manifeft injury of 
America, the talk of Lord Dorcheiler to the Indians, and the un* 
tvarrantjd^le capture and detention of American veflels, were all 
parts of one great fyHem, for the extinction of liberty in Ame- 
rica, and for the revenging of the old quarrel, had the efforts of 
the allies fucceeded agamft France. That the variable condu£t of 
the Britiih miniiiry did indeed afford toio much colour for theiCe af- 
iertions, we mufl in candour allow ; but the fame candour forbids 
too hafty an aiTcnt to the conclulion. The concurrence of thefe 
circum&mces appears rather the effe£i of accident than of deiign; 
befides that there has been no proof alleged of the fuppofed 
agency ; and it is our maxim, where no proofs of coUufion can 
be coliei%ed by the utmoft diligence of the Executive Government, 
to withhold our ^belief of its exigence. No .meafure of iu)- 

Ertance was ever yet intrufted to a number of men, without 
ing difcovered fooner or later. The probability therefore is, 
that die inhabitants ot thefe newly-fettled countries, ftill cherifli- 
ing their ancient prejudices againft the exbife fydem, and expect- 
ing more from American liberty than was confident with rational 
government, with ftood the Ux upon fome miflaken principle of 
patriotiim, and apprehended that refiftance in one quarter would 
excite the fame effect in another, and reduce the Legiilature to the 
neceffity of a repeal. 

" The oppohtion to the tax commenced in thefe counties torly 

in the fummer, and petitions for itsrcpeal were prefcnted to Con- 

^refs. In the month of Auguft, a general meeting was held at 

2^ittiburg ; a ftrong remonftrance wa? drawn up to be prefented 

^o Congrefs ; committees of correipondence for the counties of 

"Wafliington, Fayette, and Alleghany, were appointed; and a re* 

^lution was entered into againil having any intercourfe or dealings 

"Mrith any man who fliould accept of any office for the colIe<ftion of 

«^he duty. In the mean time the Marflial was ordered by Govern- 

xxent to proceed by legal procefs againil all rioters^ and delinquent 

«iiffiUers, who lUould be found to refill or evade the tax. But 

s a \Na 
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prevented the neceflity of calling out the militia?-* 
The truth was direftly the contrary of this. — ^Thc 

militia 



BO fooncr was he tinderftood to be en^ged in this-duty, than the 
vengeance of armed men was aimed at his perfony and the perfon 
and propeny of the lofpeftor of the revenue. They fired on 
the Marflial, arrefted him, and detained him fome time as a 
prifoner. Tlic houfc and papers of the Infpe^r of the re- 
venue were burned, and both thefe ofiicers were obliged to fly to 
Philadelphia* 

** The American Government, on this emergency, conduced 
themfelves with that wifdom which has always charaderized their 
councils* In moil cafes of infurredion, a fingle defeat is ^tal to 
an eftabliflied government ; and force (hould never be employed 
till it is certaui to be cfFedual. The firft ftep therefore was to 
difpatch commiflioners to confer with the leaders of the oppoiition 
in the difaffeded counties ; but the conference was unfortunate)/ 
without effed* A committee of iixty perfons was chofen to coo* 
fer with the commiflioners ; but a fma]l number only voted in fa- 
vour of the conciliatory propofitions. The others threatened, thati 
if the tax was not repealed, the people of the weftem counties 
would place themielves under the protedion of Great Britain : and 
this threat unfortunately gave countenance to the fufpicion that they 
were inftigated by that court. The condud of the populace was 
ilill more outrageous. — They furroundcd the houfe where the 
commiflioners reflded, broke the windows, and treated with thd 
groflfeft infult the meflengers of peace, who were compelled to de- 
part without efledking any thing ; and in a (hort time after, not lefs 
than five thoufand irifurgents appeared in arms at Pittfl}urg to op-^ 
pofe the Government. 

«* Nothing therefore remained but to repeal the tax, or reduce 
the refractory counties by force. As the former was not judged 
prudent, or indeed fafe, and as a trifling force would have been 
mcffeftual, if not mifchievous to the caufe, a general levy was 
made from the regular forces ; and the militia of all the adjacent 
States was embodied, and the difierent detachments, amounting ih 
all to fifteen thoufand men, were ordered to rendezvous at Cai'lifle, 
the principal town of Cumberland county. Thither the Governor, 
(formerly General) Mifflin, marched in the middle of September, 
at the head of (ix thoufand volunteers ; and in the mean time, a 
proclamation was iflued by General Wafliington, exhorting to 
peace and fubordination. In the beginning of October, the Prefi- 
dent in perfon joined the army at Carlille, of which Governor 
Lee, of Virginia, was appointed commander in chief, and Go- 
vernor MifiUn^ fecond ia command. From Carlifle the army pro- 
ceeded 
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militia of Pennfylvania were appealed to in vain.---^ 
The Legiflature of the State was called together to 
devife means to force the militia out, or to fupply 
the place of them with other troops. A law pafled, 
providing extra fay for fuch men as would ferve ia 
the campaign ; ^which, together with various tales, 
tricks, promifes, and threats> fucceeded in bringing . 
fome men to the Governor's ftandard. Thr^e hun- 
dred young men of Philadelphia,- and about two 
hundred in the different counties, were really voIun« 
teers; but all the reft were mercenaries, and not one 
inan of the militia, as eftabliihed by law, and called 
upon in the name of that law, willingly marched 
agafnft the infurgents.. 

I like to proceed upon fure ground. There is 
nothing like fadts and documents to oppofe to falfe 
and malicious ftatements ; therefore I here infert the 
Report of the Secfetary (Dallas) of the State of Penn-^ 
iylvania, on this fubjed. This Report was made to 
the Legiflature of the State, at the next feflion after 
the infurredion was quelled, in juftification of the 



ceeded to Fort Bedford. In their route the}' experienced no oppo* 
fitipn, and feveral of the leading infurgents were apprehended.—* 
Oq the approach of the main army, amounting to yoc^o men, who 
expend hourly to be joined by a reinforcement of 6000 from 
Cumberland, the infurgents fuddenly dilbanded, and their leaders 
difappeared. On the 25th of 06tober, a refpedable meeting of 
the principal planters and inhabitants of the weftern counties was 
liela at Ptttiburg, where they entered into a folemn f efolutron to 
ifuboiit to the laws of the republic, and to promote order and goo4 
^roverament by every means in their power. Though every ap- 
;S)earance now maniftfted the return of peace and good order, Ge« 
xierai Waihington judged it prudent to ftation a uhall force for a 
fzrertfun period in the dimffeded counties. Thefe meafures had ti)e 
clefired effed; the infurgents who were t^ken, we have uoder- 
Aood, were all pardoned; and thus, by a happy mixture of 'firm- 
Yiefs with moderation, an infurre£tion, which, under a rafh and in- 
temperate adminiilration, might have had the mod fatal effedts, 
^SAras quelled without bldodlhed, and ali^ofl without violeace 



s 3 condutn: 
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condu£i df the Governor and his Secretary, who vreto 
fufpefted of having tampered with the militia to pre- 
Tent them from turning out, or at leaft of having 
defignedly negleded the proper means for obtaining 
the quota, which had been called for by the Prefix 
dent: This Report is a valuable document ; when it 
h compared with fome others that will fuccced it, it 
will leave little doubt on the mind of every candid 
reader that the Weftern Infurredion was the work 
of France and her adherents* 

^^ In compliance with the requeft of the Commit-'' 
lee ^ appointed to inquire into the caufes of the 
tciilitia not turning out promptly on the late requi- 
iition of the Prefident of the United States^ to fup- 
prefs ah infurrediion in the Weflern Clounties of this 
State/ the Secretary of the Commonwealth has the 
honour to futniih copies of all official papers and 
documents relative to the expedition : and^ in ex-* 
planation thereof, he.refpedlfully 

^< Reports : That, from time to time, as the in-r 
telligence of the rife and progrefs of the riots in the 
county of Alleghany was received, the fubjedl was 
contemplated by the Governor in all the alpedls 
which its nature and importance could prefeut ; 
lii— He viewed it as immediately requiring the ani- 
tnadverfiohs of the judicial power : 2d— »• As iftedling 
the rights and jurifdi6lions of the Federal Govern- 
ments : 3d — As claiming a prudent interpofition of 
the executive authority, for averting the evils of ^ 
civil war : 4th — As involving the intereftingqueftion, 
whether our emitting miilitia fyflem was competent to 
enforce obedience to the laws : And 5th-r-.As even- 
tually creating a ncceffily for the perfonal exertions 
of the executive magiflrate, left the CotoiTionwealth 
ihould fuffer an irreparable injury. 

^^ I. That, accordingly, to ftimulate the public 
officers to an exemplary difcharge of their duty, the 
Governor diredled a circular letter, dated the 2^th day 

of 
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of July, 1794 (the day fiicceeding the receipt of the 
intcUigqllce of the riots), to be addrefled to the Prefi- 
dent and Judges of the Courts of Comipon Pleas ; tp 
every Juftice of the Peace ; to all the Sheriffs ; and 
to each Brigade Infpe6tor of the four Wcftern Coun- 
ties. This defter, having Hated the daring and cruel 
outrage that had been jcommitted in the county of 
AUcgtiany, by a iawleft body of armed men, ^ rc- 
quefts, in the moft ^arneft manner, that thofe to 
whom it was addreflid, would exert all their influ- 
ence and authority to fupprefs, witlun their jurif- 
didion, fo pernicious and unwarraia^table a (pint: 
^hat they would afccrtain^ with a}l poilible difpatcb^ 
the circumftances of the oflTence; and that they 
would pprfue, with the utmpft vjgilaiice, the lawful 
fteps for bringing the offenders to jufiice/ It cje- 
^laredj that every honeft citizen muft feel himfelf 
|)erfonally mortified at the condu<Sl of the rioters^ 
which (paiticularly if it palfed with impunity) was 
calculated to fix an indelible iligma on the hopour 
^nd reputation of the State ; and it affured all the 
public officers of the Governor's w^rmefl fupport and 
approbation in the profecution of every lawful ipea- 
fure, which their better knowledge of the fa(5ls, and 
of other local cirGumftances, might fugged on the 
oceafion. 

^* Prefuming, from the ftate of intelligence ^t that 
time, that a draft from the militia might readily 
be}made, and would be fufficient to overawe the riot- 
pug difpofition of the tnalcontents, in puriua^ce of 
the Governor's inftrudlions, a letter of the fame date 
was alfo written to Major-,general Gibfon, declaring 
a difpofition * to employ all the energy of the Govern- 
ment, to bring the offenders to an early and exem- 
plary juftice ;' and intimating that ' if the civil au- 
thority can be fupported by the alfifiance of the mi- 
litia, the exercife of General Gibfon's difcretion for 
that purpofe, upon the requeft of the magiiirates, 

s 4 muft 
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muft be highly agreeable to the Governor.* The 
Attorney-general was likewife dcfired * to afcertain, 
with legal Ibrmality, the circumflances of the offence, 
and the names oi the offenders, as the Governor 
would tfcc anxious to enforce every inflrument that 
could be employed effeflually, to fubdue the lawless 
fpirit of the rioters, and to bring them to punifh- 
xnent.' 

'* II. That the riots, having been committed in 
the courfe of a lawlefs oppofition to the exeqution of 
certain a<fts of Congrefs, were not only deemed of- 
fences againfl the State, but alfo againft the Utiion. 
Hence a conference between the Prefident and the 
Governor was thought advifable, in order to avoid a 
coUifion of jurifdiaion, and to fettle the general 
principles and form of proceeding, as far as the State 
was concerned. 

** That conference gave rife to the correfpondencc 
which was laid before the Legiflature at the opening 
of the laft feffion ; and from which it appears, that 
the Governor's condudl was influenced by the fol- 
lowing confi derations. 

** J ft. In regard to his charadter as an executive 
magiftrate, no pofitive law exifted under the autho- 
rity of the State, defining the exigency that would 
juftify an appeal from the judicial to the military 
power, or regulating and prefcribing the evidence 
that fhould prove the occurrence of that exigency. 
Whatever, therefore, might eventually be the obli- 
gation refulting from the conftitutional injundlioh 
to * take care that the laws be faithfully executed,' 
it was thought, that not only iht non-execution of 
the laws, and the incompetency of the Courts of Juf- 
tice to punifli offenders, Ihould firft be authorita- 
tively declared by the judicial niagiftrates, but that 
the a6l of interpoling the aid of the military power 
fhould likewife be founded upoii their requifition. 
At thetime of thfe conference alluded to, the judicid 
2 '• ' , magiftrates 
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magiflrates of Pennfylvania had not made any futh 
authoritative declaration and reqiiifition : the Gover- 
nor, therefore, did not then think it jultifiable, uport 
principle, to fandlion the interpofition of the mi- 
litia, in any other manner than that fuggefted in the 
above-mentioned letter to General Gibfon ; and a 
variety of arguments, in point of policy and convc- 
niency, occurred to fortify bis opinion. 

" But i\}e determination of the General Govern- 
ment to purfue the'mofl vigorous meafures for fup- 
preffing the infurredtion, and puniftiihg the infur- 
gents, Teemed to preclude the State Government from 
;any choice upon the fubjeft. The Conftitution of 
the United States impofes upon the Prefident Cas the 
Ginftitution of the State impofes upon the Gover- 
nor) the fame general truft, to * take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed •/ — and an aft of Con- 
grefs has defined the exigency, that would juftify an 
appeal from the judicial to the military power of the 
Union, ias well as the evidence to prove the occur- 
rence of that exigency. When, therefore, a Judicial 
Magiftrate of the General Government had declared 
the incompetency of the officers of juftice to execute 
the laws, and the Prefident had declared liis deter- 
mination to enforce obedience by the aid of the mili- 
tary power, it was thought that the Governor, paying 
a reafpnable attention to a fyftematic and efficient 
cofirfe of proceeding, ought to forbear iflTuing any 
order for an immediate, a feparate, and an uncon- 
nefted call of the militia. But, 2d. — In regard 
to his charadler as an officer refponfible, in certain 
cafes, to the Federal Government, it was obfcrved, 
that all thepurpofes of difpatch and energy would as 
readily be attained by obeying the call of the Prefi- 
dent, as by a6ling upon the Governor's original au- 
thority. Hence, a full and unequivocal afiurance 
was given, that whatever requifition the Prefident 
might iaiake, whatever duty he might impole, in pur- 

fuance 
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I'uancc of his confiitutional and legal powers^ would^ 
on the part of the Governor, be promptly undertaken, 
and iaithfully diicharged. 

" III. That, with a view to the reputation and 
ilahility of the republican fyflem, as well as from ^ 
conlideration of the aftual flate of our foreign and 
domeflic affairs, it was thought expedient, not only 
to try the full eSc& of judicial animadverlion, bu\ 
likewife to roake a folemn and liberal appeal to the 
good fenfc and virtue of the people, before the ha- 
zard of a civil war fhould be encountered. On the 
part of the State, therefore (and a fimilar meafure 
was adopted on the part of the General Government), 
Commillioners were appointed, for the purpofe of 
addrefling the inhabitants of the Weflern Counties 
in general, and efpecially thofe who had been en- 
gaged in the riots, upon the lawlefs nature and djm- 
gerous tendency of fuch proceedings. The Com- 
xniflioncrs were inftrucSled, particularly, * to exert 
therofclves in developing the folly of a riotous op- 
pofition to thofe governments and laws which were 
matle by the fpontaneous authority of the people, 
and which, by the fame legitimate authority, may, 
in a peaceable and orderly courfe, be amended or 
repealed ;, — in explaining how incompatible it is with 
the principles of a republican government, how dan- 
gerous it is in point of precedent, that a minority 
fliould attempt to control the majority, or a part 
undertake to prefcribe to the whole ; in demonftrat- 
ing the painful but indifpenfable obligation impofed 
upon the officers of the Government, to employ the 
public force for the purpofe of fubduingand punilhing 
the offenders; and in exhorting the deluded rioters 
to return to that duty, a longer deviation from which 
mufr he defirudlive of their happinefs, as well as in- 
jurious to the reputation and prolperity of their coun- 
try.' The Commiffioners were earnellly requefted 
to promote the views of the General Government, on 

the 
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the fame occafion, and, fhoiild their exertions pro* 
dace a fatisfaftory affurance of future fubmiffion to 
the laws, they were authorized, as far as the State of 
Fenafylvania was coneerned^ ^ to promife an a£t of 
pardon and oblivion for the paf):'/ To obtain, like- 
wife, the aid of the legiflative wifdom and authority 
on this emergency, as well for devifing the meaps of 
conciliation, as for flrengthening, in the lad refort, 
the inftrutfients of coercion, the Governor fummoned 
an lextraordin^ry meeting of the General Ailembly. 

*^ IV. That, as the accounts from the fcene of 
infurredipn foon evinced the incompetency of the 
judicial power to execute its funiStions, and it was 
oecefTary to prepare, at all events, to maintain the 
authority of Government, the Prefident, while the 
Cottimiffioners were employedln their pacific mifEon, 
iflued his requifition, dated th'^ yth (but received on 
the 8th) of Augufi:, 17949 ^ for organizing and hold- 
ing in readinefs to march at a moment's warnings a 
corps of the militia of Penniylvania, amounting to 
5200 commiflioned officers, non*commiifioned offi- 
cers, and privates/ Accordingly, on the 8th of Au- 
gull, as foon as the plan for organizing the corps 
could be formed, the Governor, in conformity to the 
knode prefcribed by law, tranfmitted his general orders 
;to the Adjutant-general, * for calling into adlual 
fervice, and holding in readinefs to march at a mo- 
ment's warning, the part of the militia fpecified in 
the roll, which defignated the quota of the fcveral 
counties, by the claffes moft convenient to the Citi- 
zens, and beft adapted to a prompt compliance 
with the Prefident's requifition, the part fo called 
not exceeding four claffes of the militia of the re- 
fpecSlive brigades,' agreeably to the reftricftions con- 
tained in the 1 7th Sedion of the Militia A&. Thefe 
general orders were immediately tranfmitted by ex- 
prefs to the refpedive Brigade Infpedlors. The pe- 
riod limited by the Prefident's Proclamation, for the 
3 difperfion 
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difperfion of the infurgents, expiring on the ift of 
September, the Governor repeatedly exprefled the 
greateft folicitude that the corps, thus directed to be 
drafted and organized, Ihould be in readinefs to 
inarch on that day^ and, in pmfuance of his in- 
flru6lions, the Adjutant-general addrefled another 
circular letter to the Brigade Infpedlors, dated the 
27th of Anguft, in which they were entreated to 
make an immediate report of the progrefe that had 
been made in executing the preceding general or- 
ders. This opportunity was likewife taken to con- 
vey the Governor's ideas of the impprtance of the 
fervicc to the Brigade In{pe6lor-s, and the militia in 
general ; for it was reprefented to them that ^ the 
eyes of their fellow-citizens throughout the Union^ 
as well as in Pennfylvania, were fixed upon tbeir 
condudV : that they muft be fcnfible, therefore, that 
the flighteft appearance of a want of zeal, or energy, 
to embark in fupport of the viplated authority of the 
laws, would produce that reproach and difgrace, 
which it was the duty of the public officers, if poC- 
lible, to prevent ; and which it would be their mif- 
fortune, more than any other part of the community, 
to encounter ; and that the occafion was interefling 
'to every man who felt his obligations to fociety, and 
was defirbiis to preferve from the fury of anarchy, as 
well as from the encroachments of defpotifm, the 
independence of a freeman.' The ift of September 
having arrived, the recent intelligence from the Com* 
miffioners placed thcfiTcccfs of conciliatory meafures 
in a very doubtful point of view. The want of in- 
formation, refpe6ling the progrefs which had been 
made in preparing the militia to march, became, 
therefore, more and more painful ; and the receipts 
of the following returns feemcd to extinguifh every 
hope of feafonably complying with the Prefidenf's 
requilition, by means of the ordinary procefs q{ the 
law. . 
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• " iftw Th€ Infjie<aor of the city of Philadelphia 
brigacte, ahiiofl daily, called at the Secretary's office, 
with reprefentations of the embarraflment which he 
experienced in complying with the Teqaifition, and 
repeatedly ekprefled hi$- doubt of fuccefs, in confe- 
quence of the defeats in the exifting militia law. 

*^ 2d. A return was received from the county of 
Philadelphia, dated the 29th day of Auguft,. 1794, 
Hating inconveniences in complying with the rcqui- 
iition, on account of the cfFe6ls of the exoneratiori 
laws , formerly pafled, and a general difapprobation 
of the militia law ; and concluding \Vith a decla*.. 
ration (hat there is ' very little profpedl of com- 
manding the quota of the county/ 

" 3d. A return was received from the county of 
Bucks, dated the 3th of September,- 1794, dating 
that * the pay of the militia is fo univcrfally objedied 
to, that there is no hope of completing the quota of 
the county, upon the prefent terms of fervice.' This 
county did not fend its quota into the field. 

•^ 4th. A return was received from the county of 
Montgomery, dated the 3d September, 17941 ftating, 
that, * agreeably to the orders of the 8th of Auguft, 
1794, for drafting 332 militia, officers included, the 
faid corps is held in readinefs to march at a mo- 
ment's warning.' The firft part of this return, 
however, flates fuch difficulties, as greatly diminilh 
the probability of fuccefs in obtaining an adtual or- 
ganization of the corps ; nor did this county fend its 
quota into the field. 

** 5th. A return was received from the county of 
Chefter, dated the 28th of Auguft, 1794, ftating that 
fome officers had adlually refigned, and others with 
to relign, and concluding with this remark : * The 
weft and north-weft parts of this county feem to dif- 
like the fervice they are now ordered upon ; and in a 
great number of other quarters arc people >yho, as 
they fay, are principled againft taking up arms, on 
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any occafiott ; fo that, I believe, unlefs the law is 
Tigoroully executed, it will be with great difficulty 
I fhall make up oUr qUota ; but be afiured no exer- 
tions ihall be wanting,* &c. 

** 6th, A return was received from the county of 
Delaware, dated the 6th Septembet, 1794, fiating at 
variety of difficulties, that left little hope of procur- 
ing, t^ regular drafts, the quota of this county^ 

*^ 7th. A return was received from the county of 
Dauphin, dated the 29th Auguft, 1794, bating that 
drafts had been made, and order^given to hold the 
quota of this county in readinefs to march ; but con- 
cluding with this remark : ^ According to the infor* 
mation I have received fromfeveral parts of the county^ 
it appears that the militia are not willing to march to 
quell the infurre6lion in the weftern parts of Penn* 
fylvania : they fay that they are ready to march ac- 
cording to the former orders, againft a foreign enemy, 
but not againft the citizens of their own State ; fo 
that, from circumftances, I have great reafon to be- 
lieve they will not turn out on the laft call/ 

** 8th. A return was received from York county, 
dated the 6th of September, 1794, flating that * too 
great a delay has taken place in drafting the quota of 
militia required by the orders of the 8th of Augufl: 
laft, not fo much from backwardnefs in the militia of 
this county to ftep forward on the prefcnt important 
occafion, as from the unprepared ftatc of the Brigade 
Infpedtor to make a draft, through the former negli- 
gence or non-compliance of fome regiments with the 
militia law, particularly with refpeft to claffing the 
meti/ The Brigade Infpedlor adds, that he expe6ts 
the required quota to be in readinefs in the courfe of 
the enfuing week ; but concludes his report with a 
declaration, that ^ the law as it frauds, he is lorry 
to fay, holds forth no encouragement, but rather ap- 
pears calculated to have a contrary tendency.* 

*V9th. A return was received firom Franklin 

county. 
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county^ dated the 4th Setptember, 1794, flating, that 
notwithftanding thd urgent meafures taken to draft 
and organize the quota of this county, * feven Cap* 
tains had made no returns, and the number returned 
who are wiUing to hold themfelves in readinefs to 
march^ does not amount to more than 29 privates, 
and they without arms and equipments, &c/ The 
Brigade Infpeftor concludes his report with a decla- , 
ration, * that he has reafon to believe that few of 
tbofe who are returned, as holding themfelves in rea- 
dinefs to march, will march when the orders are 
given/ 

" loth. A return was received from Northampton 
county, dated the 14th September, 1794, ftatilig 
that sdl the attempts to have the quota of this county 
completed, had proved unfuccefsful. The Brigade 
Infpedor obferves * that until now he has not been 
able to procure particular returns, of which the en- 
doled general, though the incomplete one, is com- 
pofed ; and he is apprehenfive, that even thofe men 
in the fame, except the volunteers (of which deno- 
mination the men in the fifth regiment chiefly con- 
fifl) will not march/ With a view to ihow the dif- 
pofition of the people of Northampton county gene- 
rally, the Brigade Infpe6lor annexed to his report, 
the copy of a letter from the Lieutenant-colonel of 
the firft regiment, and aflerts * that the lame fpirit 
prevails in almoft every regiment; confequently, un- 
der the prefent militia fyftem, he fears the quota of 
his brigade will not be completed/ 

** The letter referred to contains the following lan- 
guage ; * I have received in writing of fome of the 
Captains, and others by word, oh the 5th qf Sep- 
tember, 1794, who inform me that the firft clafs of 
all, and every company, were met on purpofe to turn 
out to do militia duty ; but as the matter is that they 
are called to fight againft their own fellow-lubjccls 
and brethren at Fort Pitt, on account of the excife 

law. 
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law, wliich people in that part are very much agarnfty 
and will not fubinit to be under the fame, which 
makes nuich difturbancc and dilunion in our United 
States, — they arc not willing to turnout But when- 
civtT called upon to fight againil the enemy or others 
whatever, they are willing to do duty as thed the 
matter may rct|uire.' — ^This county did not fend its 
quota into the field. 

" V. That the intelligence which was received from 
tlic Comraiilioncrs, continuing to render the fuccefs 
ut Ciovenunent, without the ulc of coercive meafureSt 
more aiul more doubtful, the feafon for military ope- 
rations pafling rapidly away,' and an ultimate requi- 
iition for the march of the militia being hourly ex», 
peeled, the Governor did not hefitate to conclude, 
tVom the documents above liated, as well as from, 
other general iburces of information, that a flrift 
adherence to the forms of the exifiing militia fyf- 
tcm would not enable him to furnifh that prompt 
and efficient aid to enforce obedience to the laws^ 
which he conceived all the principles of duty, policy^ 
and honour, claimed from the Government of Penn- 
fylvania. it would not, indeed, have been con- 
liflent with his ideas of the executive authority, with 
his official cbara6ler, or perhaps with his perfonal 
fecurity, to deviate from thofe forms, until their in- 
efficacy was fairly afcertained ; but after the experi- 
ment was made, he thought himfelf juftifiable in re- 
forting to any means within the fpirit of the law, left 
the Commonwealth ftiould fulFer an irreparable 4n- 
jur}\ Confidering, therefore, that the igthfeAion 
of the Militia A61 declares, * that it fhall be lawful 
for any perfon called to do a tour of duty, to find a 
fnfticient fubftitute,' the Governor determined, on 
tlie fpirit of that provifion, to invite the Citizens to 
fupply the deficiency in the regular drafts, by a vo- 
luntary- enrollment as fubltitutes. Accordingly, he 
fucecfiivcly convened the oflScers of the militia in 

the 



AUGUST, 1794. 273 

the city of Philadelphia, and the feveral counties^ and 
publicly addrefled them on the fiate of the infurrec- 
tion, and the nMeility of an immediate patriotic ex- 
ertion. 

" The determination to p«rfue this meafure was 
communicated to the General AHembly, in the Go* 
vernor's meflage of the 2d of September (F. i,) ; arid 
it received a legiflative fandtion by the . aft that 
was paffed on the 19th of the fame month {G. i.). 
The neceffity of undertaking it, appeared not only 
from the general ftate of the militia under the requi- 
iitioQ to prepare for marching, but from the urgent 
terms of the call for the immediate march of the " 
troops. On the 9th of September that call was 
communicated to the Governor (H. i.). It flated, 
^ that the lafl: intelligence from the weftern counties 
leaves the iiTue of meafures for an amicable accom- 
modation fo very doubtful, and the feafon for mili-^ 
tary operations is wearing away fo faft, that the Pre- 
fidient, with great relu6lance, finds himfelf under 
the neceffity of putting in motion, without further 
delay, all the militia which had been called for/ 
It requefted, ^ that the Governor would immediately 
caufb the qliota of this State to alTemble.' And it 
concluded with declaring that * the Prefident, in 
making this final call, entertains a full confidence^ 
that Pennfylvania will^ upon an occafion which fo 
immediately affeds herfelf, as well as the general 
interefts, difplay fuchzeal and energy as fliall main* 
tain unfullied her charadter for difcernment, love of 
order, and true patriotifm ; and that the part- ihe 
Ihall a<ft is of peculiar confequence to the welfare 
and reputation of the whole Union.' On the i6th 
of September another letter was tranfmitted from 
live War Department, reprefenting that ' every mo-* 
«aent brings frefh proofs erf a fpirit exceffively difle- 
lliiiiatedy fatal to the principles of good order ; thaf 
VOL. I. T difa* 
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difagreeablc fymploms had appeared in the two moft 
weftcrn counties of Man land, &c. ; that cyery thing 
was done to pulh forward the Jerfty militia to Car- 
lifle^ &c. ; that it is of the highcfl moment that the 
(preadings of lb milchievous a Ipirit ihould be 
checked by every pradicable effort; and that the 
Prcfidcnt isconvinced that the Governor will omit no- 
thing that can contribute to this delirable end/ Thd 
next day brought a repetition of the iblicitude of the 
General Government for the march of the troops. 
The letter liatcs that * it becomes every moment 
more and more urgent, that the jun6lion between the 
Pcnnfylvania and Maryland militia at Carlifle^ fhould 
be accelerated ; and to this end, that the corps 
fhould march fucccflively as fafi as they can be made 
ready ; that Governor Howell, of New-Jerfey, was 
in motion with the van of the militia of that State; 
that if the cavalry and infantry of Philadelphia 
could be hailened onward, it would be particularly 
delirable ; and that the artillery corps Ihculd be taken 
under their care, with all the pieces of artillery ready. 
" On the 2oth of September the refult of the 
meetings of the people in the weftcrn counties as far 
as the 13th, to give the fiipulated tefl of their fub- 
miflion to the Government, was announced to the 
Governor in a letter from the War Department; ac- 
cording to which * it was become the more indif- • 
penlable and urgent to prefs forward the forces^ def- 
tined to a6l againft the infurgents, with all poflibla 
a6tivity and energy, for the advanced feafon left n(^ 
time to fpare : it was extremely important to affovS 
Ipeedy protedlion to the well-difpofcd, and to prevent 
the preparation and accumulation of greater means 
of refinance, and the extenfion of combinatious to 
abet the infurre6lion/ It is proper here to recoiled!:, 
that while thefc interefting and urgent communica- 
tions were received from the General Government, 

thif 
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the reports of the brigade infpedtors (dated nearly 
at the fame period) were calculated to excite the 
mod painful apprehenfions of difappointment and 
defeat in every attempt to embody our quota of the 
militia. Under* fuch inaufpicious circumfiances, 
therefore, the Governor commenced his tour through 
the counties ; but the fcene quickly changed. For, 
according to the reprefentation contained in his laft 
addrefs to the Legiflature, ' as foon as the iituation 
of our country was truly defcribed and underftood ; 
the daring and cruel career of the malcontents ; the 
iiibverfion of the judicial authority ; the failure of 
every conciliatory effort, and the refulting neceffity 
of an appeal to arms, produced, in perfedl: unifoa 
with the Governor's anticipation, one common fenti- 
ment of refentment, one common determination to 
defend the peace and order of fociety, againfl the 
machinations of licentioufnefs and anarchy.' — Still, 
however^ the critical feafon of the year, with refpedt 
to commercial and agricultural purfuits, and the li- 
mited period for aflcmbling the troops, made it im> 
pradlicable to complete the quota of the State : a cir* 
cumftance, which adds to the proofs that demon- 
firate the neceffity of the Governor's perfonal ex- 
ertions.*' 

A return, annexed to this Report, ftates the whole 
number of troops furnShed by the State of Penn- 
iylvania, to amount to four thoufand three hundred 
and nineiy-twoy including artificers and officers of 
every defcription. Where, then, (hall we look for 
the^,^ thoufand patriotic volunteers ^ who, as the poor 
fbblifh readers of the New Annual Regifter have be- 
lieved, ranged themfelves under the banners of Go- 
vernor Mifflin ? What becomes of the boafted in*- 
formation^ veracity^ and impartiality of the New An- 
KUAL Register, and what becomes of the reputa- 
tion of the Annual Hijtoriany who, I am ihocked to 

T a hear. 
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hear, is a Clergyman of the church of England* ? 
This Gentleman (for he alone is refponfible to the 
world for the falfehoods of his writings) has boldly 
challenged his enemies to ftiow one inftauce in which 
be has been guilty of a miireprcfentation. I am not 
his enemy in any other fenfe than as the opppfer of his 
political principles, which are but too evident from 
the firft page to the la ft of his work ; bpt I hav^ 
juft clearly proved one falfehood upon hun ; and as 
he boafts of being in poflclfion of *^ ilieheji and mofi 
autheniic informaiion^'^ he will certainly not complain 
if I regard that fallehood as wilful^ hkfolemn affer- 
tion to the contrary notwithftanding. 

There is another important circumftance too, 
which is connc£ted with the fubjcd. of the foregoing 
Report, and which has been paffed over in lilenceby 
the ^ew Annual Regifter. I mean the part which the 
fartlfans of France aded in favouring the infurredlion, 
and in preventing, for a confiderable time, the em- 
ployment of efficient means for its fuppreffiom 
This circumftance has, indeed, never been fuffi- 
ciently explained and expofed, even in America, and 
therefore I could have excufed the omiffion of the 
Writer of the New Annual Regifter, notwithftand- 
ing his '^ heji and mojl authentic information^' and his 



♦ " No expenfe has been fpared for procuring />^e hft und meft 
** authentic information concerning the great evicnts which at pre*- 
**' fent agitate the political world. Wc cannot but flatter ourfelvies 
*' that no circumftance of itioment is omitted, and cznfotemniy 
" ajfert^ that the moft minute has not been wjilfully mifrefrefeatedy 
— Preface to the Ne'tfj jifinual Regiflerfor 1793. 

** We have aflerted, that, to our knowledge, no circumftance of 
•* moment has been omitted or mifreprefented. We det v our ene- 
♦* mied to inftance one ; t.nd as they have not attempted to prove 
" their charge, becaufe evidently they cannot prove it, but have 
*' confined themfelves to bold and general alfertions ; we leave it to 
" the fair determination of the public, whether they do not ftand 
** convicted of wilful and deliberate falfehood,"— JPr^/iire to the 
Kfw Annuat Regifter for I794» 

I folemn 
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folenin aflartion that he has ^^ omitted no circumftana 
of moment-* if he had not added to this negative of* 
ienee, iht: pofitive one of dehberatemifreprefentation : 
1 could have excufed him for drawin;i a veil over the 
treachery of the 'partifans of his favourite France, 
had he not had the audacity to transfer their guilt to 
the friends of England. 

^* It was infinuatcd by fome of the anti-Ariglicin 
party in America, that the dilcontcntsw;^r^yf^r^//f 
^^ fomented hy the agents of the Britifh Cabinet^ and 
*' that the infurredlion in Pennfylvania, the en- 
** croachments of Governor Simcoe on the Miami, 
*^ the accommodation between Algiers and Portugal 
*^ to the manifeft injury of America, the talk of 
*^ Lord Dorchefter to the Indians, and the unwar- 
" rantable capture and detention of American vef- 
^* fels, were all parts of one great fyflem for tlie 
** extinftioji of liberty in America, and for the re- 
*' venging of the old quarrel, had the efforts of the 
** allies fucceeded againft France. That the variable 
'^ conduct of the Britifli Miniftry did indeed afford 
^^ too much colour for thefe affertious^ we ynnjl in can- 
*' dour allow ; but the fame candour forbids too hafty 
'^ an aflent to the conclufion. The concurrence of 
*^ thefe circumftances appears rather the efFedtofac- 
*^ cident than of delign ; befides, that there has been 
*^ no^rc?<?/ alleged of the fuppofed agerfcy : and it 
*^ is our maxim, where no proofs of coUufion can 
** be colle6led by the utmofl diligence of the Exe- 
** cutive Government, to withhold our belief of its 
** exiltence." 

Never was there a more deteflable falfehood than 
that which this palFage Is intended to propagate. Go- 
vernor Simcoe had made no encroachments on the 
Miami ; the accommodation between Portugal and 
Algiers was efFedled by Great Britain for the good of 
Portugal, and not for the injury of America ; the 

T 3 talk 
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talk of Lord Dorchcftcr was a mere meafure of do- 
fence againft the evidently intended hoftility that 
was gathering in the United States ; and the capture 
of American vcflcls was abfolutely ncceflary to put 
a (lop to the fitting out of privateers in the American 
ports^ to cruife under the flag of France, againfl the 
commerce of Great Britain. What, then, had thefe 
mcafurcs to do with the Wefternlnfurrediion ? How 
could they " afford too nncch colour** for infinuating 
that infurredlions was fomented by the agents of 
Great Britain ? 

The candour of the Hiflorian does, indeed, forbid 
a too hajly aflent to this conclufion. He acknow- 
ledges that there exifls no ^^ proof ** of the fatfls, and 
is even candid enough to fay, that, in fimilar cafes, 
it is his maxim to withhold his belief. But has he not 
fo artfully arranged the circumflances, as to induce 
nine readers out of ten to adopt for truth, what he 
knew to be falfe ? The malignant coward dared not 
openly fupport the infinuation. The law would have 
pricked him for the infamous flander. He has, there- 
fore, had rccourfc to the moft vile of all the means 
that the devil ever fupplied for the purpofes of error 
and mifchief. 

But I muft not flop here. It is abfolutely neceflary 
to prove^ not only that the friends of Great Britain 
had no hand in the Weftern Infurre<9:ion, but that the 
partifans of France had a hand in it. As a moft ne- 
ceflary document in fupport of this pofition, I fliall 
here iiifert the famous intercepted difpatch of the 
French Ambaflfador Fauchet, which, though never 
noticed, even in the flightcfl^ manner, by the Hiflo- 
rian of the New Annual Regifler, is by tar the moft 
important political paper ever publiflied in America. 
Fauchrt was in America during the Infurre6lion, 
of which the difpatch is a fort of hiftory fent by him 
to the Dire6tory. How this difpatch was intercepted^ 
and what eff«6l it produced in America^ will be feen 



s^ 



AUGUST, 1794 279 

10 the Analyfis of Randolph's Vindication, in the 
New Year's Gift, and in the Account of the Britifli 
Treaty, vol. ii. The difpatch is introduced here for 
the purpofe of ihowin^ that the French Minifter h^d 
no fufpicion that the friends of Great Britain had 
any coticern in the Infurreflion, and that that Inhjr- 
redlion was fomented and prolonged by the parti/am of 
France, I beg the reader to perufe it with attention, 
Jt is a moft intere^Jing document, andj with the fijb- 
fpquent comments, pompletcly unravels the whole 
xpyftery of the delay ip fuppreffing the Infurredlipq, 

^' Tran/latiw of Mr. Fanchefs Political Pi^fch, 
No. 10*. 

^* LEGATION OP PHILADEI^PHIA. 
FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

f * Private Correfpondence of the 
Mtnifter on Politics. 
<^ No, 10: 

^* Philadelphia^ the \oth Bruniaire^ 3 J Year 
of the French Republic^ one andindivifible. 
(Prober ^i/f, 1 J g^.) 

^^ .Jojeph Fauchety Minifter Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic^ near the United States j to the Commifjioner 
of Foreign Relations. 

^^ Citizen, 
^* I. The meafures which prudence prcfcribes to 
me to take with refpedl to my colleagues, have fiill 
prelided in the digefting of the difpatches figned by 
them, which treat of the infqrredion of the weftem 
countries, and of the repreflive means adopted by 
the Government. I have allowed them to be con- 
fined to the giving of a faithful but naked recital of 



• It was tranflatcd by Mr. Pickering, by order of the Pre- 
fident. 

T 4 events; 
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events : the refledlions therein contained (carccly ex- 
ceed the conclufions caiily deducible from the cba- 
radlcr alfumcd by the public prints. I have referred 
myfclf to give you, as far as I am able, a key to the 
fa£ls detailed in our reports. When it comes in quef* 
tion to explain, either by conjectures or by certain 
data, the fecret views of a foreign Government, it 
would be imprudent to run the rilk of indifcretions, 
and to give onc*sfelf up to men, whofe known parr 
tifility for that Government, and iimilitude of paffions 
and inlcrefls with its chiefs, might lead to confi- 
dences, the iflue of which is incalculable, Befidesj 
\\\c precious confcjjious of Mr. Randolph^ alone thro^ 
a faiisfav'^ory light upon every thing that comes to 
pafs. Tliefe I havo not yet communicated to my 
colleagues. The motives already mentioned lead to 
this refervc, and fiill lefs permit me to open myfelf 
to them at the prcfent moment. I {hall then endoa- 
vour, Citizen, to'give you a clue to all the meafures, 
of which the common difpatches give you an ac- 
count, and'to difcovcr the true caules of the explo- 
lion, which it is obflinatcly refolved to reprefs with 
great means, although the flate of things has no 
longer any thing alarming. 

" 2. To confine the prefent crifis to the fin>ple 
qncftion of the excife, is to reduce it far below its 
true fcale ; it is indubitably connected with a general 
cxplofion for fome time prepared in the public mind, 
but which this local and precipitate eruption will 
caufc to mifcarry, or at leafi check for a long time^ 
In order to fee the real caufe, in order to calculate 
the efFe<9: and the confequences, we muft afcend to 
the origin of the parties exifting in the State, an4 
retrace their progrefs. 



f Secretary of State of the United States Government. — See 
the Analyfis of his Vindication, vol, ii. 
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« 3. The prefent fyftcm of government has cre- 
ated malcontents. This is the lot of all new things. 
My predeccflbrs have given information in detail 
upon the parts oC thefyltera wliich have particularly 
awakened clamours and produced enemies to the 
whole of it. The primitive divifions of opinion as 
to the political form of the State, and the limits of 
the fovereignty of the whole over each State indivi- 
dually fovereign, had created the Fcderalifts and the 
Antifederalifts. From a whimfical contrail between 
the name and the real opinion of the parties, a con- 
traft hitherto little underlloo'd in Europe, the former 
airtied, zndiJiiU aim with all their power ^ to annihilate 
fedtralifm^ whilft the latter have always wijhed to pre- 
Jirue it. This contraft was created by the Confotida- 
tots or the Conftitutionalifts, who being firft ia 
giving the denominations (a matter fo important in 
a revolution), took for themfelves that which was the 
mofl popular, although in reality it contradidled their 
ideas, and gave to their rivals one which would dra\^ 
on them the attention of the people, notwithftand- 
ing they really wifhcd to preferve a fyflem whofe 
prejudices ftiould cherifh a;t leaft the memory and the 
name. 

" 4. Moreover, thefe firft divifions, of the na- 
(are of thofe to be deftroyed by time, in proportioil 
as the nation Ihould have advanced in the experi- 
ment of a form of government which rendered it 
flourifliing, might now have completely difappeared^ 
if the fyftem of finances which had its birth in the 
cradle of the conftitution, had not renewed their vi- 
gour under various forms. The mode of organizing 
uie national credit, the confolidating and funding 
of the public debt, the introdu6lion in tlic political 
economy of the ufage of States w hich prolong their 
cxiftence, or ward off their fall only by expedients, 
imperceptibly created a financiering clafs who 
threaten to become the ariftocratical order of the 
State, Several citizens, and among others thofe 

who 
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who have aided in cftablifhing independence with 
their purre$ or their arms, conceived themfelves ag- 

grieved by thofe filcal engagements. Hence an oppo^ 
tion which declares itfclf between the farming or 
agricultural intereft, and that of the fifcal ; f^e- 
raiifm and antifederalifm, which are founded on 
thofe new denominations, in proportion as the Trea- 
fury ufurps a preponderance in the Government and 
Legiflation : hence, in fine, the State, divided into 
partilans and enemies of the Treafurer and of his 
theories. In this new claflification of parties, the 
nature of things gave popularity tp the latter ; an 
innate inilinA, if \ may ufe the expreiHon, caufed 
the ears of the people to revolt at the names alone ot 
treafurer and Jiockjobber ; but the oppofite party, in 
contequence of its ability, obflinatcly perfificd in 
leaving to its adverfaries the fufpicious name of <prfj- 
federahfiy whilft, in reality, they were friends of the 
Confiitution, and enemies only of the excrefcencjcs 
which financiering theories threatened tq attacl) 
to it. 

" 5. It is ufelefs to flop longer to prove that the 
monarchical fyflem was interwoven with thofe novel- 
ties of finances, and that the friends of the latter fa- 
voured the attempts which were made in order to 
t)ring the Conflitution to the former by infenfible 
gracfations. The writings of influential men of this 
party .prove it ; their real opinions too avow it ; and 
the journals of the Senate are the depofitary of the 
firfl attempts. 

" 6, Let us, therefore, free ourfelves from the in- 
termediate fpaces in which the progrefs of the iyflem 
is marked, fince they can add nothing to the proof of 
its exiflence ; let us pals by its fympathy with our re- 
generating movements, while running in monarchi- 
cal paths ; let us arrive at the fituation in which our 
republican revolution has placed things and parties. 

•* 7. The Antifederalilts difembarrals themfelves 

of 
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pf an inlignificant denomination, and take that of 
patriots and of republicans : their adverfaries beqotne 
ariftocrats^ notwithftanding their efforts to prelervc 
the advantageous illufion ot ancient names ; opinions 
clafh, and prefseach otlier; the ariftocratic attempts 
which formerly had appeared fo infignificant, f^rc 
reooUeded ; the Treafurer, who i$ Ipoked upon as 
their firft fource, is attacked ; his operations and 
plans are denounced to the public opinion ; nay, ia 
the feffions of 1792 and 1793, a folemn inquiry into 
his adminiftration was obtained. This firft vidlory 
was to produce another ; and it was hoped, that, 
faulty or innocent, the Treafurer would retire, no 
Jefs by neceflity in the one cafe, than from fclf-lovc 
in the other. He, emboldened by the triumph 
which he obtained in the ufelefs inquiry of his ene- 
mies, of which both objedls proved equally abortive, 
ieduced befides by the momentary reverfe of repub- 
■licanifm in Europe, removes the maik, and an- 
nounces the approaching triumph of his principles. 

** 8. In the mean time, the popular focieties are 
formed^ \ political ideas concentre themfelves ; the 
patriotic party unite and more clofcly conne6l thetn- 
ielves ; they gain a formidable majority in the Legif- 
lature ; t)ie abafement of commerce, the flavcry of 
navigation, and the audacity of England, flrengthen 
it ; a concert of declarations and cenfures againii the 
Qovernment arifes, at which the latter is eve^ itfelf 
afionilhed. 

"9. Such was the iitu^tion of things towards the 
clofe of the laft, and at the beginning of the prefent 
year. ' Let us pais over the difcontents which were 
moft generally expreffed in thefe critical moments ? 
they have been fent to you at different period^ and 



♦ They were formed bjr Genet, the predeceflbr of Fauchet ; 
and Dallas, Secretary of the State of Pennfylvania, was at the 
head of them, and was the principal ageot in their formatioo. 
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Id drtall. In every quarter arc arraigned fheimhec'f 
lity of the Goveniment ttnvarjs Great Briiam * ; the de- 
fencclefs ftate of the country againll pofUble inva- 
fions ; the cddtiefs towards the French Republic^ \ 
the fyHem of finance is attacked, which tlireatens 
cternifing the debt under pretext of making it the 
guarantee of public happinefs; the comphcation of 
that fyfiem which withholds from general infpedtion 
all its operations; the alarming power of the in- 
Ouence it procures to a man whofe principles are re- 
garded as dangerous ; the preponderance which that 
man acquires from day to day in public meailires; 
and, in a word, the immoral and impolitic modes of 
taxation, which he at firft prefcnts as expedfents^ 
and afterwards raifes to permanency. 

*• lo. In touching this lall point we attain the 
frinc'tpal compla'mt of the Weflern people \^ and the. 
ofteniible motive of their movements. Republicans 
by principle, independent by charadterand fituation, 
tliey could not but accede with entbufiafm to the 
criminations which we have fketched. But the ex- 
ctfe above all affedls them. Their latids arc fertile, 
watered with the fineft rivers in the world; but the 
abundant fruits ofltheir labour run the rilk of perifh^ 
ing for the want of means of exchanging; them, as 
thofe more happy cultivators do for objefts which 
delire indicates to all men who have known only 
the^ enjoyments which Europe procurCvS them ; they 



* Thus we fee the hoflility to the Federal Oovemmcnt arofc 
partly from that Government's not refenting thccondud of Great 
Britain, 

•j- And from the coldnefs of the Federal Government towards the 
Republic of PVance. 

J Thiff was the principal connplaint ; but the Frenchman con- 
CLivcd that a ixjant of refentment towards Great Britain, and a 
'ivant of friendjhip for France, were amongft the complamfs of the 
Wcftern people. How, theo, could the Wcilern Infurreftibit, as 
it is infinuated by ihe Nev Annual Regifter, he fomented ly the 
^snts of Great Britain f 

therefore 
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therefore convert the excefs of their produce into li- 
quors imperfedlly fabricated, which badiy fupply the 
place of thpfe they might procure by exchange. The 
excife is created, and ftrikes at this confoling tranf- 
formation ; their complaints are anfwered by the 
only pretext, that they are othcrwife inacceffible to 
every fpecies of import. But why, in contempt of 
treaties, are they left to bear the yoke of the feeble 
Spaniard, as to the Miffiffippi, for upwards of twelve 
years ? Since when hafe an agricultural people fub- 
mitted to the unjuft capricious law of a people ex- 
plorers of the precious metals ? Might wc not fup- 
pofe that Madrid and Philadelphia mutually aflifted 
in prolonging the flavery of tlie river ; that the pro- 
prietors of a barren coaft are afraid left the Miffif- 
fippi, once opened, and its numerous brancl^es 
brought into adlivity, their fields might become de- 
fcrts ; and, in a word, that commerce dreads having 
rivats in thofe interior parts as foon as their in- 
habitants fhall ceafe to be fubjedls ? This Lift fup- 
pofition is but too well founded; an influential 
member of the Senate, Mr. Izard, one day in con- 
verfation undifguifedly announced it to me. 

** 1 1. I fhall be more brief in my obfervations on 
the murmurs excited by the fyflem for the fale o( 
lands. It is conceived to be unjuft that thefe vaft 
and fertile regions ftiould be fold by provinces to ca- 
pitalifts, who thus enrich themfelves, and retail, with 
immenfc profits to the hufbandmcn, polfeffions 
which they have never fecn. If there were not a 
latent defign to arreft the rapid fettlement of thofe 
lands, and to prolong their infant ftate, why not 
open in the Weft land offices, where* every body, 
without diftindlion, ftiould be admitted to purchafe 
by a (mail or large quantity ? Why referve to fell or 
diftribute to favourites, to a clan of flatterers, of 
courtiers, that which belongs to the State^ and 

which 
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which (hould be fold to the greateft poffible profit 
of al) its members ? 

" 12. Such, therefore, were the parts of the pub- 
lic grievance, upon which the Weftern people mofl: 
infilled. Now, as the common difpatcbes inform 
you, tieftt complaints were fy/lemathang by the coteoer- 
Jilt ions of influential men who retired into thofe wHd 
countries, and who, from prmciphy or by a feries of 
f articular heart- burnings j animated difcontents already 
too near to effervejceme. At laft the local explofioo 
is effcclcd. Tl>e Weltern people calculated on being 
fupported by fonie diftinguifhed chara6^ers in the 
Eall, and even imagined they had in the bofom of the 
Government fome abettors, who might fharc in their 
grievances or their principles, 

** 13, From what I have detailed above, thofe 
men might indeed be fuppofed numerous. The 
feffions of 1793 and 1794 had given importance td 
the republican party and folidity to its accufationsf 
The propofitions of Mr. Maddifon, or his proje6l of 
a navigation a6l, of which Mr. JefFerfon was 
originally the author, fapped the Britifh intereft, 
Dow an integral part of the financiering fyftem. 
Mr. Taylor, a republican member of the Senate, 
publillied, towards the end of the feffion, three 
pamphlets, in which this lafl: is explored to its origin^ 
and developed in its progrefs and confequences with 
force and method. In the laft he afferts that the 
decrepit ftate of affairs refulting from that fyftenl 
could not but prefage, under a rifing Government^ 
cither a revolution or a civil war. 

** 14. The firft was preparing : the Govemmeet, 
which had forefcen it, reproduced, under various 
forms, the demand of a difpofable force which might 
put it in a refpedtable ftate of defence. Defeated in 
this mcature, who can aver that it may not have 
halUncd the local eruption, in order to make an ad- 
vantageous divcrlion, and to lay the more general 

flonn 
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£dtm which it faw gathering ? Am I not authorized 
in forming this conjedure from the converfation 
xvbich the Secretary of State had with me and Le 
Slanc alone, an account of which you have in my 
difpatch, No. 3 ? But how may we expedl that this 
new plan will be executed ? By exafperating and fe- 
^cte meafures, authorized by a law which was not 
Iblicited till the clofe of the feffion. This law gave 
to the one already exifting for collecting the exci/e^ 
a coercive force^ which hitherto it had not poffefled, 
and a demand of which was not before ventured to' 
"be made. By means of this new law, all the re- 
iradlory citizens to the old one were caufed to be 
purfued with a fudden rigour— a great number of 
^vrrits were iiTued, Doubtlefs the natural confe- 
<juences, from a conduft fo decifive and fo harlh, 
;wcre expe6ted ; and before thefc were manifefled, 
the means of repreffion had been prepared ; this was 
undoubtedly, what Mr. Randolph meant in telling me, 
MhaSf under pretext of giving energy to the Government ^ 
arV was intended to introduce abfolute power, and to 
wnfiead the Prefident in paths which would conduSl him 
^0 tmpopuJariy. 

" 15. Whether theexplolion has been provoked 
T)y the Government, or owes its birth to accident, it 
as certain that a commotion of fome hundreds of 
^nen, who have not lince been found in arms, and 
^he very pacific union of the counties in Braddock^s 
dield, a union which has not been revived, were not 
Symptoms which could jufiify the railing of fo great 
^ force as 15,000 men. Belides, the principles, ut- 
tered in the declarations hitherto made public, ra- 
ther announced ardent minds to be calmed, than 
anarchifis to be fubdued. But in order to obtain 
ibmething on the public opinion prepoilefTed againil 
the demands contemplated to be made, it was ne- 
ceffary to magnify the danger, to disfigure the views 
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of ihofe people^ to atirihuie to them thedifign ofvmtiag 
tkemitl'ves 'ivith England * ^ to alarm- the citiseiMfor 
the Tate of tlie conuitution; whilft in reality tbeie* 
"volution threatened only the miniilcrs. This fiep 
fuecct*decl ; an army is raifcd : — ^this military part of 
the fupprclhon is doubtic is Mr. Hamilton's ; tne pat- 
rifir {Mirt, and the fendinpr of commiffioners, are due 
to the influcMice of Mr. Randolph over the mind of 
the Prcfidcnt, whom I delight always to believe, and 
whom I do l)elie\'c, tmly virtuous, and the friend of 
bis fellow-citizens and principles. 

** |6. In the mean time, although there was a 
certainly of having an army, yet it was neceflary to 
alibre themfelves of co-opi^alors among the men 
whofe patriotic reputation might influence their 
party, and whofc lukewarmnefs, or want of energy 
in the exifiing conjundiures, might compromit the 
fuceefs of the plans. Of all the Governors whofe 
duty it was to appear at the head of the requiiitions^ 
the Governor of Penn/ylvmiia alonCy enjoyed the name 



♦ Now, reader, obferve well, that this is the language of the 
French Ambaflador, fpeaking in fecret to his mafters, the Dircftory. 
This man fays, that, in order to magnify the danger, it was found 
neceflary '* to difguife the me^wi oftbi ittf urgently and to attribute Ut 
tbem the drfign of V HIT mG THEMSELVES TO England. '* Jtw^a 
fo ; and the Hiftorian of the New Annual Regifler has lent his hand 
to the bafe political fraud. Let him not plead ignorance, for fe 
has declared himfelf to be in poiTjflion of ^< the heft and mtfi m* 
tbentic intelligence^^ and has impudently defied his accufcrs to 
point out one material omiffion or mifreprefentation. Now, it 19 
well known, that tiie Report (above inierted) refpe^ting the mi* 
litU ^i Pennfylvania, was fuhlijhcd m the autumn of 1 794 ; yet 
the Hifiorian of the New Annual Regiftcrfupprcfl^ed the important 
fafts it exhibits. The difpatch of Fauchet was publifhed in 
December, 1795 ; yet no notice has ever been taken of it by the 
Hillorian« who has thus fliamefully fuppreiTed, as far as lay in hi? 
power, the moil important State Paper that ever was publi(hed in 
Anu;rica. The mati'v^ of this fupprelHon the reader will be -at no 
lo s to difcover, swhen be perceives that the difpatch contains the 
moft fatisladtory evidetiice of the turpitude of republicans. 

of 



AUGUST, 1794- 289 

^f republican : his opinion of the Secretary of the 
Treafury and of his fyftems was known to be un- 
favdurable. The Secretary of this State pojfejfed 
Jgreat influence in the Popular Society of Philadelphia^ 
^which in its turn influenced thofe of other States ; of 
courfe he merited attention. It appears, thcrcfcyp, tl)at 
4hefe men^ with others unknown to me, alPmving, ' 
without doubt, Randolph at their head, were ba^ 
iancing to decide on their party. Two or three days' 
before the proclamation was pubUlhed, and of 
courfe before the Cabinet bad refolved on its meafures, 
Mr. Randolph came to fee me with an air of great 
"eagemefsj and^ made to me the overtures, of which I 
have given you an account, in my No. 6 *. Thus, with 
fime thoufands of dollars, the Republic could have de^ 
cided on civil war or on peace! Thus the confciences 
of the pretended patriots of America have already 
4heir prices ! It is very true that the certainty of thefe 
conclufions, painful to be drawn, will for ever exift 
in our archives ! , Wliat will be the old age of this 
Government, if it is thus early decrepit ! Such, Ci- 
tizen, is the evident confequence of the fyftem of 
finances conceived by Mr. Hamilton.- He has made 
of a whole nation a ftock-jobbing, fpeculating, fclf- 
ifh people. Riches alone here fix conlideration ; 
and as no one likes to be deipifed, they are univer- 
ially fought after. Neverthelefs this depravity has 
Hot yet embraced the mafs of the people ; the ef- 
fedls of this pernicious fyftem have as yet but flightly 
touched them. Still there are patriots, of whom I 
delight to entertain an idea worthy of thai impofing 
title. Confult Monroe, he is of this number ; he 
had apprized me of the men whom the current of 

* For the purport of thisdifpatch (No. 6) fee the Analyfis 0/ 
Randolph* s Flndication^ vol. ii. p. 37 t, from which it will appear 
that Randolph aiked the French Ambaflador for m$ney. 

VOL. I. u events 
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eventi had dragged along a^ bodies devoid of weight. 
Hi& friend Madifon is alio an honeft man. Jeffcr- 
fon, on whom the patriots caft their eyes to 
fuc£ecd the Prcfident, had forefcen tfiefe rriles.— • 
He prudently retired, in order to avoid making 
a figlufl^Jgaind his inclination, in fcene^, the fe^ 
crrt of which will, foon or late, be brought to 
light. 

*' 17. As foon as ii zvas decided that the French Rfr- 
ip^MWcpurchiftdno men to do their duty^ there were to be 
JieH individuals f about ivhofe condncl the Govermnetit 
could at leafi form uneajy conjeHnrts^ g^'^^^g thet/n^ 
felves up xvith a fcandalous Jlentation to its views^ and 
tven JecoTuiing its declarations. The Popular So* 
cieties foon emitted refolutions (lamped with the. 
fame fplrit, and who, although they may have bcefi 
advifed by love of order, might nevertheleft hat« 
Emitted or uttered them with fefs folemnity. Hien 
were fceti coming from the very men whom we had 
bwn accuftomed to regard as having little friend* 
Ihip for the fyrtem of the lYeafurcr, harangues tuitk- 
cut end J in order to give a new direSion to the publit 
mind. The militia, however, manifeft fome rcpu^ 
nance, particulirly in Pennfylvania, for the fervicfc 
to which they were called. Several officers refign : 
at laft, by excUrfion* or haratigues, incomplete re*- 
qutfitions are obtained, and fcattered volunteer ciorps, 
frofti difTerent parts, make up the deficiency. How 
much more interefling, than ihe changeable fn^ntvhom I 
iave fainted dHve*^ ^ttt thofe plain citizefts who 
anfwen^ the.folicitations which Wcf6 tniacle to them 
to join the volunteers — * If we are rcqoired, we will 



♦ This is the point whkh will » by and by, arreft our attention. 
latfte ttidin tihac, the reader will obferve, that Faoch'et con- 
frrAn floy a€couut of the fltrmiog t>f the militia^ fittd cotrpletfely 
overfets tbtt of bkgaod &^ild> (be Hi^ioriah of the iVrcu idtfiimd 

march, 
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ttiafch, becaufe we do not wifli not to have a go* 
vemment, but to arm ourfelvcs as volunteers would 
be in appearance fubfcribing implicitly to the excife 
iydem, which we reprobate.* 

•* 18. What I have faid above, authotix^th^ll 
our reding on the opinion become incOntefiatsf^ that 
in the crifis which has burft, and in the means em« 
ployed for refioring order, the true quefiion was th^ 
deftruiblioa or the triumph of the Trearurer\s plans^ 
This being once efiabliflied, let us pafs over the 
fa<3s related in the common difpatches, and ice how 
the Government, or the Treafurcr, will take from 
the very ftroke which threatened hjs fyftem, the fafe 
opportunity of humbling the adverfe party, and of 
lilencing their enemies, whether open or concealed. 
The army marched — the Prefident made known that 
he was going to command it-^-be fet out for Car- 
lifle — ^Hamilton, as I have underilood, requefted to 
follow him— the Prefident dared not to refufe him. 
It does not require much penetration to divine the 
objedl of this journey : in the Prefident it was wife ; 
it might alfo be his duty. But in Mr. Hamilton it 
was a confequcnce of the profound policy which di- 
rects all his fleps ; a meafure didlated by a perfect 
knowledge of the human heart. Was it not intcreft- 
ing for him, for his party, tottering under the 
weight of events without, and accufations within, 
to proclaim an intimacy more perfeft than ever with 
the Prefident, whofe very name is a fufficient fhield 
againfl: the mofl: formidable attacks ? Now what 
more evident mark could the Prefident give of his 
intimacy, than by fufFering Mr. Hamilton, whofe 
name even is underftood in the Weft as that of a 
public enemy, to go and place himfelf at the head 
of the army which went, if I may ufe the exprefl[ion, 
to caufe his fyftem to triumph againft the oppofition 
of the people ? The prefence of Mr. Hamilton with 
^hc army muft attach it more than ever to his 

tr 2 party : 
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Earty : wc fee what ideas thefe circumftahccs giVtf 
irth toon both fides; all, however, to the advantage 
of the Secretary. 

" 19. Three weeks had they encamped in the 
Wcii without a fingle armed man appearing. How- 
ever, the Prefident, or thofc who wilhed to make 
the mo(l of this new manoeuvre, made it public that 
he was going to command in perfon. The feffionof 
Congreft being very near, it was wiftied to try whe- 
ther there could not be obtained from the preffes, 
which were fuppofcd to have changed, a filencc, 
whence to conclude the poflibility of infringing the 
conftitution in its mod eflential part ; in that which 
fixes the relation of the Prefident with the Legifla- 
ture. But the patriotic papers laid hold of this artful 
attempt : I am certain that the office of the Secretary 
of State, which alone remained at Philadelphia (for 
while the Minifler of Finance was with the army, 
the Minifler of War was on a tour to the province 
of Maine, 400 miles from Philadelphia), maintained 
the controverfy in favour of the opinion which it was 
defired to eftablilh. A comparifon between the Pre- 
fident and the Englifli Monarch was introduced, 
who, far removed from Wefi:minfter, yet ftridtly ful- 
fils his duty of fandlioning ; it was much innfted on, 
that the Confl:itution declares that the Prefident com- 
mands the armed force; this fimilitudc was treated 
with contempt ; the confcqucnce of the power of 
commanding in perfon, drawn from the right io 
command in chief (or direft) the force of the State, 
was ridiculed, and reduced to an abfurdity, by fup- 
pofing a fleet at fea and an army on land. The re- 
fult of this controverfy was, that fome days after it 
was announced that the Prefident would come to 
open the approaching feffion. 

" ao. During his fi:ay at Bedford, the Prefident 
doubtlefs concerted the plan of the campaign wit^^ 

Mr. Lee, to whom he left the command in chief.-^ 

The 
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The letter by which he delegates the command to 
him, is that of a virtuous man, at leaft as to the 
major part of the fentiments which it contains ; he 
afterwards fet out for Philadelphia, where he has 
juft arrived, and Mr. Hamilton remains with the 
army, 

*^ 21. This laft circumftance unveils aU the plan 
of the Secretary ; he prelides over the military ope- 
rations, in order to acquire, in the light of his ene- 
mies, a formidable and impofing confideration. He 
and Mr. Lee, the commander in chief, agree per- 
fe<5lly in principles. The Governors of Jerfey and 
IVlaryland harmonize entirely with them ; the Go- 
vernor of Pennlylvania, of whom it neyer would 
have been fufpe<£led, lived intimately and pqblicly 
^itl> Hamiltoiir Sqch a union of perfons would 
l)e matter fufficient to prodpce reliftance in the wefl- 
ern counties, even admitting they had not thought 
qf making any^ 

" 22. The foldiers themfelves are aftoniflied at 
the fcandalous gaiety, with which thofe who poflefs 
the fecret, proclaim their approaching triumph.-r^It 
is alked, of what ufe arc 15,000 men in this coun- 
try, in which provifions are fcarce, and where are 
to be fei^ed only fome turbulent men at their plough ? 
Thofe who condi^6led the expedition know this ; the 
matter is to create a great expenfe; when the fums 
fliall come to be afleffed, no one will be willing to 
pay; and, fliould each pay his affeflment, it will 
be done 'm curfihg thp infurgent principles of the 
patriots, 

*^ 23. It is imppfllble to make a more able ma^ 
poeuvre for the opening of Congrefs. The paflions, 
the generous indignation, which had agitated their 
piinds in the laft felfion, were about being renewed 
yrith flill more vigour ; there was nothing to an- 
pounce of brilliant fuccefles which they had pro- 
R^fed. Thp hoftilities of Great Britain on the Con- 

w 3 tinentjj 
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iincnt, fo long difguifcd^ and dow become tfldenU 
a comtnercc alwav^ ImraflTedj ridicutous negotia- 
tions lingering at London > waiting until new con- 
jundlurcs lliauld authurizc new intuits : fuch was the 
pWurc ihcy were likely to have to offer the RepTi&- 
fcntativca of the People. But this critis, and the 
great muvements maoe to prevent its confequenceSj 
change the flalc of things. With what advanta^ 
do they denounce an atrocious attack upon the Con- 
ilitution, and appreciate the aflivity ulbd to rcprcfs 
it ! The ariflocrutical party will foon have underftood 
the fecrct ; all the misfortunes will be attributed to 
the patriots ; the party of the latter is about being de^ 
Icrted by all the weak men^ and this complete iellioiL 
will have been gained* 

** 24. Who knows what will be the Hmlts of 
this tnumph ? Perhaps advantage will be taken by 
it to obtain fome laws for Jrmgthening the Govern- 
menif and fiill more precipitating the propenfity, aU 
ready viftble, that it has towards aritlocracy. 

" 25* Such arc, Citizen, the data which I pof» 
lefs concerning thcfe events, and the confequences I 
draw from them j I wifh I may be deceived in mj 
calculations, and the good difpofilion of the people j 
their attachment to principles leads me to expedt it 
I have, perhaps, herein fallen into the repetition of 
reflections and fafls contained in other difpatches^ 
but I willicd to prefent together fome views which I 
have reafon to afcribe to the ruling party, and foM 
able manoenvres invented to lupport them (elves, — 
Without participating in the paflions of the partieSi 
1 obferve them \ and I owe to my country an exadt 
and Rvi& account of the tituation of things* I Ihall 
make it my duty to keep you regularly iBfoTroed of 
every change that may take place ; above all, I fhall 
apply myfelf to penetrate tile difpotition of the Lc- 
gUlalnre; that will not a little affill in forming th^ 
fin^l idea which we ought to Jiave of thcfe move* 
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soents, an<J what w^ {hquld Tcnitty fear or hope 
from them. 

'* Health and frgteririty. 

(Signed) "J.Favchbt/" 



On comtneDting on this ever-memorable dif^atch, 
the firft thing I (hall do is, to recall the reader's at- 
tention to the fa<3s contained in the i6th and 17th 
paragraphs, where it is clearly ftated, that Mifflin, 
the Governor of Pennfylvania, Dallas, the Secre- 
tary of that State Cwho was alfo the leader in the 
Popular Societies eftabliflied by Genet), Ranpolph, 
the Secretary of State for the United States Govern- 
ipent, with others unknown to Fauchet, were b^- 
. lancing which fide they ihoqld take, that of the Fe- 
deral Government, or that of the Wefterri In- 
lUrgents* It is farther flated, that Randoi^ph wept 
to the French AmbafT^dor, to whom he made Qver- 
ture$# which would have enabled the French Re- 
public, if her Amba^ador bad fome thoqiands of 
dollars ^ his diipofal, to have decided on civil %var, 
or on fmce. 

While this plan of obtainingmoney from Prance 
was in agitation, Mifflin, l)all4s, apd Rak- 
POLPH, were uliiig their utmoft exertion^ to prevent 
rigorous meafures op the part of the Federal Govern- 
ment. By recurring to the Report, which Secretary 
Daj.1^5 made to the I>gi(lature of Penpfylvania, in 
Jufiification of the tardy condudt of the Governor, 
in ftfflbrabling the quota of the State, the reader will 
perceive, that pumerpus pretexts were invented for 
pot callipg out the militia, and that every poffible 
obftacle was, for a long time, thrown iq the way of 
ap obedience to the orders of the Preiident, 

While Mifflin and Pallas were thus engaged 
in Heepipg back the quota of Ppnnfylvania (which 
W43 tQ form one half gf the army), Ranpolph was 

u 4 as 



996 WESTERN INSURRECTION. 

as bufily employed in cmbarrafling and intimidating 
the councils of the Federal Government. He waft 
one of the four officers of irate, whom the Prcfi- 
dent confulted ; and the following letter, written juft 
before the time when Fauchet ftates the money 
overtures to have been made to him, will clearly 
Ihow the connexion of his advice with thofc 
overtures. 

Edmund Randolph to the PrefidenL 

*' Sir, Philadelphia, t^th Aiguft, 1794. 

** Tlie late events in the neighbourhood of Pittf^ 
burg appeared, on the firft intelligence of them, to, 
be extenfive in their relations. But fubfequent re- 
flecSlion, and the conference "joiih the Governor of 
Pennj[flvania^ have multiplied them in my mind ten- 
fold. Indeed, Sir, the moment is big with a crifis, 
which would convulfc the eldcft government ; and 
if it fliould burfl on ours, its extent and dominioA 
can be but faintly conjectured. 

*^ At our firft confultation, in your prefence, the 
indignation which we all felt, at the outrages com- 
mitted, created a defire, that the information re- 
ceived (hould be laid before an affociate Juftice, or 
the diftii6t Judge : to be confidered under the aft of 
May 2, 1792. This ftep was urged by the neceffity 
pf underftanding, without delay, all the means 
vefted in the Prelident, for fuppreffing the progrefe 
of the mifchief. A caution, however, was prc- 
fcribed to the Attorney General, who fubmitted the 
documents to the Judge, not to exprefs the moft 
fJiftant wifh of the Prelident that the certificate IhouW, 
be granted. 

*' The certificate has been granted ; and although 

the teflimony is not, in my judgment, yet in fuffi- 

cient legal form, to iDccome the groundwork of fuch 

^n ad J and a Judge, ought not a priori to decide 

4 tha\ 
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iliat the Marftial is incompetent to fupprefs the com- 
binations by the fojfe comUaius, yet the certificate^ if 
it be minute enough, is conclufive, that, " in the 
-** counties of Wafliington and Alkghauy in Penn-i^ 
** fylvania, laws of the United States are oppofed, 
^* and the execution thereof obftru6ted by combina- 
*^ tions too powerful to be fupprefled by the ordi- 
^* nary courfe of judicial proceedings, or by the 
^* powers vefted in theMarlhal of that diftri6t.'*— - 
But the certificate fpecifies no particular law which 
has been oppofed. This defedl, I remarked to Judge 
Wilfon, firom >vhom the certificate came, and ob- 
ferved, that the defign of the law being, that a Judge 
ihould point out to the Executive, where the Judici- 
ary flood in need of mihtary aid, it was frufirated if 
jnilitary force Ihould be applied to laws, which the 
Judge might not contemplate. He did not yield to 
my reafoning ; and therefore I prefume that the ob- 
je6lion will not he received againfl the validity of 
the certificate. 

" Upon the fuppofition of its being valid, a 
power arifes to the Prefident, to call forth the mili- 
tia of Pennfylvania, and eventually the militia of 
,' other States, which may be convenient. But as the 
law does not compel the Prefident to array the mili- 
tia in confequenoe of the certificate, and renders it 
lawful only for him fo to do ; the grand inquiry is, 
Whether it he expedient to exercife this power at this 
time. 

" On many occafions \have I contended, that, 
whenfoever military coercion is to be reforted to in 
fupport of law, the militia are the true, proper, and 
only inftruments which ought to be employed. But 
a calm furvey of the fituation of the United States 
has prefented thefe dangers and thefe objections, 
and banijhes every idea of calling them into immediate 
fffkn. 

" I. A 
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** !• A radical and univerial dilTatisfaiSioii wi(l) 
flic ciLrirc, pervades tlie four tranlmontane counties 
of Pcntyfylvania, havingtnorc thaofixty-fhrce tliou^ 
faiid fuuU in the whole, and moi^ than 6ftecn tboti> 
fand white males above the age of fixteen. Tk 
counties on the eaftem fide of the moutitain, and 
Ibme other papulous counties^ are infe^ed by fimilir 
pfvrjadices, inferior in degree^ and dorcnacitj but oot 
extingutfhcd, 

" a* Scleral a>dnties in Virginia^ hairing a 
flxong inihtia^ pfirticipute in the/? fedmgs^ 

** 3. Tbc inrufgent^i themfelvcs, Qun>erot]8^ arc 
more clolely united by like dangers, with frieoda 
and kindred, fcattered abroad in different placei» 
who will enter into all the apprehtnfions^ and 
eombine in all the piTcautions of fafety adopted ):ff 
thera. 

** 4, As loon, too, as any event of eclat Ihall 
ijcenr, around which perfoni), difconteoted on 
other principles, whether of avcrfion to the Go- 
veminent^ or difguti with any incafures of the 
Admimflration, may rally, they will make m €nmmm 
caufi, 

** 5, T^hB Goxfemor of Pm»i£ylvania has declared 
his opinion to be, that the militia, which can be 
drawn forth, will bi unequal t^ ihe iujk, 

** 6» If the militia of other States are to be called 
forth, ii is not a dt€ided thing ^ ihai many af them may 
not refufe. And if they comply, is nothing to be 
apprehended from a firong cement growing between 
all the militia of Pennrylvania, when they per- 
ceive, that another militia is to be introdueed 
info the Ixifom of their country I The expwiment is ttt 
Ufift untried* 

** 7. The expenfe of a mlitary ixpedttion will h 
vtry great ; and with a devouring Indian war, the 
commencement of a navy, the fum to be expended 
for pbtaining a peace with Algiers^ the deliru6iion 

of 
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of our mercantile capital by Britifh depredations^ th« 
uncertainty of war or peace with Great Britain, the 
impatience of the people under increafed taxes, 
the puniftual fupport of our credit ; —it behoves thofe 
who manage our fifcal matters to be fure of their 
pecuniary refourccs, when fo great a field of new 
andunexpeAed expenfe is to be opened. 

" 8. Is there any appropriation of money, which 
can be immediately devoted to this ufe ? If not, how 
can money be drawij ? It is laid that aporopriations 
are to the war department generally ; but it may 
defcrvc inquiry, whether they were not made upon 
particular ftatements of a kind of fervice, ejentially 
TfyimSlfrtmi the one propofed. 

** jy* the intelligence of the overtures of the Britijki 
to the IVeftern Counties be true^ and the inhabitants^' 
ihould be driven to accept their aid*, the fiipplies of 
the weftem army — the weftern army itfelf may be 
deftroyed ; the reunion of that country to the United 
States will be impradicable ; and we muft be en- 
gaged in a Britifti war. If the intelligence he probable 
an^9 how difficult will it be to reconcile the world 
to believe that we have been confiftent in our con- 
duffc; when, after running the hazard of mortally 
offending the French by the pundlilious obfervance 
of neutrality ; after deprecating the wrath of the 
Englilh bv every ppffible a6l of government ; after 
the requefl: for the fufpenfion of the fettlement a* 
Preftjue Ifle, which has in fome meafure been founded 
on the poffibility of Great Britain being roufed to 
arms by it ; we purfue meafures which threaten col- 
lifion with Great Britain, and which are mixed with 
the blood of pur fellow-citizens ! 

^ Th« reader wili here recqr to what Fauchbt fays on this 
fubjc^i : " It was neceffary," fays he, " to disguise t/je moti'Des 
»*« of the infurgentSy to attribute ts them the dejign qf uniting 
^* x»IW'E^y*8 WITH En^LANP, " 

'' 10. 
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** lo. If mifrarriagc fl;oiiId befall the United Stages 
in the Ix'ginning, what may not be the confequence ? 
And ifthisiliould.not happen, is itpolfible to forefce 
uhat may be the cffccl of ten, twenty, or thirty thou- 
sand of our citizens being drawn into the field againft 
as many more ? T/iere is anoiher enemy in the heart of 
the S'jHthern States^ tvho ivould not Jlee^ with fuch an 
opportunity of (uhantage*, 

"II. It is a fad well known, that the parties in 
the United States are highly inflamed againft each 
other; and that there is but one charadler which 
keeps both in awe. As foon as the fword (hall be 
drawn, who will be able to rcftrain them ? 

*' On this lubjccl the fouls of fomc good mea 
bleed: they have often alked themfclvcs.why they 
arc always fo jealous of military power, whenever ^ 
has been propolcd to be cxcrcil'ed under the form of 
a fuccour to the civil authority ? How has it hap- 
pened, that, with a temper not addicted to fufpicion, 
nor unfriendly to thbfe who propofe military (oree, 
they do not court the (hining reputation which is 
acquired by being always ready for frrong meafures ? 
This is the reafon ; that they arc confident that they 
know the ultimate fenlc of the people ; that the will 
of the people muft force its way in the Government ; 
that, notwitbflanding the indignation whiph may be 
railed againft the infurgents, yet if meafures unne- 
ceffarily harfli, difproportionably harfh, and without 
a previous trial of every thing which law or the (pirit 
of conciliation can do,- b^ executed, that indignation 
will give way, and the people will be eftranged from 
the Adminifi ration which made the experiment. 
There is a feeond reafon ; one motive, afllgned ip> 
argument, for calling forth the militia, has been, that 
a government can never be faid to be eflablilhed 
vmtil fome fignal difplay has manifefled its power of 

* The Negjo (laves. 

military 
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ttiilitary coercion. This maxim, if indulged, would 
heap curies upon the Government. The Itrength of 
a government is the affection of the people ; and 
while that is maintained, every invader, every infur-* 
gent, will as certainly count upon the fear of its 
llrength, as if it had with one army of citizens mown 
down another. 

*^ Let the parties in the United States be ever 
kindled into a6lion, fentiments like thcfc will pro* 
duce a flame zvhich will not tennlnate in a common re* 
'voJuiion. 

** Knowing, Sir, as I do, the motives which govern 
you in office, I was certain that you would be anxi-^ 
ous to mitigate, as far as you thought it praclicable^ 
the military courfe which has been recommended- 
You have accordingly fufpendcd the force of the 
preceding 'Obfervations, by determining not to call 
forth the militia immediately to adtion, and to fend 
Commiffioners, who may explain and adjuft, if pof- 
fible, the prefent difcontents, 

" The next qucftion then is, whether the militia 
fhall be dircded to hold themfelves in readinefs, or 
fhall not be fummoned at all ? 

*' It has been fuppofed by fome gentlemen, that 
when reconciliation is offered with one hand, terror 
fhould be borne in the other ; and that a full am- 
nefty and oblivion fhall not be granted, unlefs the 
cxcife laws be complied With in the fuUelt manner. 

" With a language fuch as this, the overtures of 
peace will be confidered delufive by the infurgents, 
and the moft of the world. It will be faid and be- 
lieved, that the defign of fending Commiflioners was 
only to glofs over hoftility ; to endeavour to divide ; 
to found the ftrength of the infurgents ; to difcover 
the moft culpable perfons, to be marked out for pu- 
nifhment ; to temporize until Congrefs can be pre- 
vailed upon to order further force, or the vvcftcrn 
army may be at leifure from the favages, to be turned 

upon 
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mx)!! the infnrfrcnts; and many other fufpicions wif{ 
be entertained which cannot be here enumerated. 
When Congrcfs talked of Ibmc high-handed ftep$ 
•gainft (}rcat Britain, they were difapproved, as 
counteracting Mr. Jay's miffion; becaufc it could 
not be expected flie would be dragooned. Humati 
nature will, to a certain point, (liow itfelf to be the 
fame, even among the Alleghany mountains. The 
milfion will, 1 fear, fail ; though it would be tome 
the molt grat('ful occurrence in life to find my pre* 
diclion faliificd. If it docs fail, and in confequeoce 
of the difappointment the militia fhould be required 
to adt, then will return that fi\Xa\ train of events, 
ivhich I have ftated above, to be fufpended for th« 
prefent. 

" What would be the inconvenience of delay? 
The refult of the miffion would be known in four 
weeks, and the Prefident would be mafier of his 
meafures, without any previous commitment. Four 
weeks could not render the infurgents more formi- 
.dable ; that (pace of time might render them lefs fo, 
by affording room for rcflecSlion ; and the Qovern- 
ment will have a fufficient feafon remaining to ac- 
tion. Until every peaceable attempt fhall be ex- 
haufled, it is not clear to me, that as foon as the call 
is made, and the proclamation iflued, the n)ilitia may 
not enter into fome combination, which will fatisfy 
the infurgents that they need fear nothing from themi 
and fpread thofe combinations among the militia. 

" My opinion therefore is, that the Commiffioners 
will be fumifhed with enough on the fcore of terror, 
when they announce, that the Prefident is in pof- 
feffion of the certificate of the Judge. It will con- 
firm the humanity of the miffion ; and, notwith- 
flanding fome men might pay encomiums on deci- 
fion, vigour of rierves, &c. &c. if the militia were 
fummoned to be ^held in readinefs, the majority 

would 
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pTooId conceive the merit of the miflion incomplete 
if this were to be done. 

*• It will not, however, be fuppofed, that I mean 
that thefe outrages are to pafs without animadverlion. 
No, Sin That the authority of Government is to be 
maintained is not lefs my polition than that of others. 
But I prefer the afccomplifhmcnt of this by every 
experiment of moderation in the firfl. inflancc. The 
fteps, therefore, which I would recommend are, — . 

•* i. A ferious proclamation, dating the mifchief^ 
declaring the power poffefled by the Executive, and 
announcing that it is withheld from motives of hu- 
manity, and a wiih for conciliation. 

" ft. Commiffioners, properly inflrudled to the 
fame objetSs. 

** 3. If they fail in their miffion, let the offenders 
be t)rofecuted according to law. 

•^ 4. If thft judiciary authority is, after this, with- 
flOOd, let the militia be called out. 

** Th^fe appear to me to be the only means for 
Producing unanimity in the people : and without 
their unanimity Government may be mortified and 
defeated. 

" If the Prefident (hall detennine to operate with 
^!tt inilitia, it will be neceffary to fubmit fome ani- 
madveriiot^s upon the interpretation of the law. For 
it ought clofely to be confidered, whether,^ if the com^- 
binations Ihould difperie, tlie execution of procefs is 
tiot to be left to the Marfhal and his poji. But thefe 
will be deferred, until orders ihall be difcufled for 
iht tnilitia to march. 

•* I have the honour, Sir, to be, 
« With the highcft refpett 

" And fincereft attachment, 
** Your mo& obedient fervant, 

*' Edm. Ranpowh." 

2 Nercr 



cttcotal, and miglit tjavc laved all the ex 
toil with which the expedition was attende 
Now to trace this advice of Randolpi 
flu«^gilh comluA of Mifflin, to their t 
wc haw only to rcr.iir once more to Fauc 
patch, j)ara{;raph 16. — ^^ As Ibpn," fays I 
** was ilci klcd, that the French GovernmeUi 
•* fi'j m.n iG do iheir duty^ there were to be 
** viduals, about whofc condudl the G< 
•* might at leaft form uncafy conje6tur 
" thcnilclvcs up with a fcandalous oAents 
** views, and even feconding its declaratio 
** wore icon coming from thefe men harang< 
•• cfuU in order to give a new direction to 
•* /«/;/</, &c/' By looking over the Rep 
Lo^iilature of Pcnnfylvania, it will be feen 
atu r the end of Auguft (when the money 
were, tor want of cafh, reje6led), the Gc 
IVnnlylvania made no exertions to affemb 
litia ; but , itfier the overtures had failed^ ther 
!us " tour through the counties'* On thi 
made *• harangues without end, in orde 
ii '/4\-c Jir^Slion to the public mind.^^ R^ 
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«»A ^ indeed^ excite, at the time, no fmall degree of 
ao^^zement in the people of Pennfylvania. 

1I?he army marched, and the infurredlion was 
quailed. The Ne'vo Annual Regifier takes great pains 
to p>ropagate the belief that this event produced no 
^^tX at all. According to the account which it gives 
<>f tine expedition, one would imagine, that the troops 
had a very pleafant excurfion of about two months ; 
that they found their deluded countrymen full of 
pcr^ xtence for what they had done ; that both fides 
we^*^ inflantly reconciled ; and that peace was reftored 
w^^iiout violence or injury. I fhall quote its words : 
^ ^^ In the beginning of Odlobcr the Prefident in 
' ^>erfon joined the army at Carlifle, of which Go- 
^ pernor Lee of Virginia was appointed Commander 
' ^ ^ Chief, and Governor Mifflin fecond in com- 
^* «^ic^and. From Carlifle the army proceeded to Fort 
** ^^cdford. In their route they experienced no op- 
*^ t^olition, and feveral of the leading infurgents were 
^t-pprehended. On the approach of the main army, 
^ ^^-motinting to 7000 men, who expedled hourly to 
.l>c joined by a reinforcement pf 6000 from Cum- 
berland, the infurgents fuddenly difbanded, and 
^^ their leaders difappeared. On the 25th of Odlober 
p. refpedlable meeting of the principal planters and 
i Inhabitants of the weftern counties was held at 
l^ittfburg, where they entered into a folemn refo- 
^^ lution to fubmit to the laws of the republic, and 
^^ to promote order aqd good government by every 
^^ ^icieans in their power. Though every appearance 
^^ow manifefted the return of peace and good order, 
Cieneral Wafhington judged it prudent to fiation 
^ fmall force for a certain period in the difafFedted 
1'^ ^fDunties, Thefe meafures had the defired efFedl ; 
j^ the infurgents who were taken, we have under- 
^^ flood, were all pardoned ; and thus, by a hap^ 
^^ ^9mture of firmnefs with moderaMn^ an infurre£iion, 
"tvhkh^ under a rajh and intemperate adminiftration, 
-Vol. I. X " might 
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•' might have had llic moft fatal cfFc<£ts, %vds qud/i 
** without hhoiiJkiiU and ahmjl without woletm 

This comi 11 ncnl the Hiftorian of the New Aftmd 
Rf lifter would have bcflovvcd on no Government ly^ 
but a repuhUcan one. It is my bufincis, however, to K 
ft ate truths t and to firip off the difguifc with which 
this artful promulgator of fairehoods has conftantly 
cndeavourcti to hide the weaknelles and crimes of 
that fpccics of government, or rather that fpecies of 
anarctiy. The infurreiiion was put an end to, he 
tclts us, '* aimoft without violence or lo/s.** Your little 
quahfying words arc very uftfol to a writer like thif, 
jitmoftt hanHy^ much about ^ and the likcj are words 
on which the Hiflorian of the New Annual Regiftcc 
places his chief depcndance, in cafes of detcdioa 
He knows very well^ that nineteen twentieths of his 
readers are totally uninformed as to the matter on 
which he writes; and he alfo kno%vs, that, amongli 
thofe who are able to detcdl him, very few will ever 
take the pains to do it* If any one fhould give him- 
fclf the trouble to drag him before the publicj then 
the crafty and malicious liar has recourfe to his/aving 
phra/es ; he makes out a plaufible defence, and the . 
Hupid public not only pardons him, but again places i j 
confidence in his llatemcnts. 

** Ahmft without violence or hfs'* The Iqfs to the 
Treafuryof the United States, and that of the parti* 
cular States which lupplied troops Ibrthe expeditionj 
amounted to one million ami a half of dollars^ which 
was one fourth part of the whole revenue of the 
United States for tlvat year. In i/ien the lofs was four 
humireJ and forty -one of ike troops^ who died before th& 
tetHtn of the army. Some of thefe would, undoubt* 
edi V t liavc died at home, during the fame time ; but 
I think we may fairly place three hundred deaths to 
tljc fatigues^ hardlhips, and diffipation occalioned by 
ttie marclu I faw the Pcnnfylvania troops enter 
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Philadelphia on their return, and never did my eyes 
behold fo deplorable a fight. They were dirty, rag- 
ged, and lean, except the young men of the city, 
who had clotheci and equipped ihenifelves, and who 
bad expended thirty or forty pounds each to purchafe 
comforts on their march : they looked more like a 
proceflipn of paupers going to a workhoufe, than 
like an army returning triumphant from the cam- 
paign. 

But it is neceflfary io give fome account of the 
fonduEl of the army towards the people. This I fhall 
take from Callender, wh6 has given a (ketch of 
the hiflory of the campaign, and who has brought to- 
gether thofe fads related by Findley and Bracken- 
^iDGE, the only perfons who publiflied any thing on 
the fubjedt. The reader will have no very high opi- 
nion of the veracity of Callender (fee vol. ii. p. 
5, and fcveral other parts of this work) ; nor will he, 
when he ihall be acquainted with the charadlers of 
PxNDLEY and BRACKENR.IDGE, placelmplicit confi- 
dence in what either of them may fay, or fwear : but 
thefe men have related fadls, they have publilhed 
them, and they have hitherto remained uncontra- 
dicted by their opponents. I could relate fome curious 
things refpedling the expedition, which have never 
yet been noticed in print ; but, whenever I can do 
it, I love to refer to the republipans themfelves. I 
Jhall now infert Callender's Iketch, obferving 
that the author entertains an attachment to Prance, 
and to republicanifin, full as warm and as fincere as 
that of the Hiftorian of the New Annual Regifter. 
It appears ftrange, at firft fight, that the partifans of 
France, who are in America, fliould be oppofed to 
the Federal Governnient, while thofe of her par- 
tifans who are in England, are continually loading 
that government with eulogiums ; but, from a clofe 
view of the fubjeft, we Ihall perceive that the con- 
dudl of both is pcrfedlly confiftent, and has a diredl 

X a tendency 
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tendency to the fame objc6l. In England the moit 
effectual way of injuring the caufc of monarchy, and 
of ferving JVance, is to make theliliy people believe 
that out of the American rebellion has grown a 
government infinitely better than that which that 
rebellion defiroyed ; but in America it is neceflaiy 
to decry this fame excellent government, in order to 
prepare the way for its deflrudion, and for fhifting 
its power into the hands of France. Thus was it with 
rcfpeft to Switzerland. Till that country was over- 
run by France, its policy, its govcmmcnl, its laws, its 
religion, and its cufloms, ^ere the evcrlafting theme 
of applaufe with all thofe who wifhed to defhroy the 
monarchy of England, But no fooner did the in* 
fernal nation Uy their rapacious aiul bloody hands 
on her, than thofe very lame men, and women too, 
who had before painted Switzerland as the paradife 
of freedom, began to difcover th^t it was the very 
hell of flavery ; and were France to overtarn the 
Federal Government, and all the State Governments 
in America, we ftiould foon hear the Hiftorianof the 
New Annual Regifter, and other writers of the iainc 
flamp, reprefentin^ thofe governments as the worft 
of defpotifms. With them the interefls of the French 
Republic outweigh every other confideration ; tbqr 
regard her as the greatelV and moft powerful patron 
of rebellion, and they ferve her with fidelity, zeal; 
and enthuliafm. 



A Sketch of the Htftory of the Wejlern TnfurreSiony ^ 
James Thomfon Caltender^ fubUJhed at Phila^ 
phia, 1798. 

The money for defraying the cxp^nfe of tjhe ar<^ 
was fupplied in direct oppofition to the' Gonftifutic^ 
That inflrument. Article J. Sedlion ix. Claufe 
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lays, that *^ no money Ihall be drawn from theTrca- 
'^ fury, but in confequence of appropriations made bf 
^^ iaw^ There cxifted a ftatute, authorizing the 
Freiident to call out the militia, in cafe of an infur* 
re<Jlion ; but, by an overlight in framing the law, 
he bad no power to take money from the Treafury to 
fupport them. '^ The monies drawn from the Trea- 
*< fury on that occalioh (the Weftern Expedition), 
'^^ were paid out of a fund appropriated for other and 
<* dtfiinB furpqfes ; they were not drawn, agreeable 
<^ to thc.conftitution, in confequence of any appro- 
^^ priation made by law. It might be a defed in the 
•^ law, authorizing the expenfe, not to have pro- 
^' Tided the means; but that defedl fhbuld have 
^' been remedied by the only competent authority, 
^' by oonvening Congrefs *.*' This omiiRon in the 
law (hows the mafierly flyle in which our flatutes 
are fometimes compofed. 

If the bombardment of a Britifh fleet, or the dif- 
embark&tioixof a French army, had not left one mo- 
ment to fpare, ingulfing neceflity would juftly have 
iuper&ded all forms, and vindicated the irregular ab* 
ftradtion of a million of dollars. Yet even in that 
cafe, the Prefident, at the next meeting of Congrefs, 
ought to have explained and apologized for the mea- 
(lire. 

Sutnofuch imminent danger had a being. There 

wsia ample \\xaQ to have aiTembled Congrefs. Ne-^ 

villc the Infpedlor's houfe was burnt on the 17th of 

July, 1794. The firft proclamation by the Prefident 

was iifued on the 7th of Auguft, and the fecond on 

ihe 25th of September following. It was not till 

^fter the latter date that the militia were ordered to 

^oiarch* The fevcn weeks intervening between the two 

piroclamations allowed full time for aifembUng the 

^tliegillature. Of this Mr. Adams hath afford.^ ai| 

« Gallatin, p. 8t« 

X 3 iri ftaQce^ 
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jndaneci in the firft fcfFion of the fifth Congress, In* 
iteadof this legal and prnflirablc mearure, the Pie- 
fidcntt Waniiiiglon, walked ftraight through the 
Cofiftitutioii, through the privileges of the Legifla* 
turc, and the duties of his own rcrpedtive office. 

If Congrefe had been previoufly called, the vtry 
report of their aflembling would have ft rack a moi- 
tal damp into this thought lefs rabblef who had nei- 
ther plans, leaders^ nor refources. The folemnity of 
tlie ftcp was lure of making a confiderable impref- 
fion. Time would have been gained alio for more 
accurate in format Ion ; and as the fifteen thoufand 
militia^ who did march over the mountains, never 
law an enemy, it is to be iuppofed that five thoufaod 
could have done the bulinefs equally welL 

But Mr. Hamilton had many good reafons for 
not wi thing to call Congrefs. The Ibund policy of 
the cxcile law would have met with a fevere difcuf- 
lion. The expenfe and danger of a civil war muft 
have rendered exciie completely odious. Every le- 
nient mealure was fure to have been tried before a 
tingle regiment would be ordered to march, and the 
fequcl fhovvs that they mull: have been fuccefsful.— 
The fober and lubfiantial mats of the weftern citi- 
'^ensy though averfe to excifc, were yet firm on the 
lide of Governmentp In the profpedt of an agree- 
ment, Hamilton iaw nothing but the reprobation ot 
his meafures, and the fracture of his importance. 
The parties in Congrefs arc nicely poifed ; but every 
legiflative afiembty has a number of doubtful mem- 
bers ; and the naturalaverfion to civil bioodfhed held 
out an irreiiitible caufe^ orafolid pretence, for uni- 
verfally defcrling the lix per cent, fiandard. In this 
caie, the latter could not, probablyj have muftered 
one ihtrd of the members, and minorities are always 
dangerous to a political party. The republicans ab* 
Jior the ex-tlc rotary with a cordiality of hatred equal 
to his own, 'Hiey confider him as a fecond Pando- 



, AUGUST, 1794. 311 

ra's box, from whofe tranfcendent capacities for mif- 
chief have exclufively and colledlively fprung the 
whole political misfortunes of America. The utmoft 
force of the party was certain, therefore, to have 
been levelled pcribnally at him, and his vulnerable 
fides offered an ample verge for the quivers of invec- 
tive. Hence he fhunned a previous meeting pf Con- 
gefs, where it was more than an equal chance that he 
ould find notproteAion and triumph, but reproach 
and defeat.. This feems to be the only rational key 
to his conduct in hazarding a civil war, and a rape 
upon the Treafury, without confulting the Legif- 
lature. 

The infignificance of their condu6l when they did-' 
meet, Ihowed that the viflory of Mr. Hamilton was 
as complete in Philadelphia as at Pittiburg. On the 
19th of November, 1794, the Prefident addrefled 
the two Houfes ^. He began, as ttfiial^ with a refer- 
ence to divine goodnefs^ and to the riches, power, ^d 
happiqefs, for which America feems defiined. A 
pompous and exaggerated iketch was then given of 
the mfurredlion. Certain felf-created fOcieties were 
referred to, as having affumed the tone of condemn^ 
ation towards the meafures of Grovernment. But. 
the Prefident forgot to mention, and much lefs to^ 
apologize for, the felf-created power of taking a mil- 
lion of dollars from the public Treafury. When he ' 
related the outrages committed upon officers of Gro- 
v^mment, he overlooked the provocations by which 
Aeyhad been excited, the numerous infi:ances of 
miUnanagement on the part of the Secretary of the 
Treafury, by which they had been foftcred, and the 
flioufand-fold enormities of the Federal army, and of 
ftuit Secretary under which they had been over- 
whelmed. There is a French fable of a gardener, and 



♦ See this Speech, vol. ii« p. xS7» 

X 4 a hare, 
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a harci that fometimes cams through the hedge ami 
crept his cabhaget. He rcprelented the cafe to a 
g.^ntlcman, who, next day, with a pack of* hounds^ 
entered the garden in chafe of her. The dogs did 
more mifchiefin five minutes, than the hare could 
have done in fevcn years; and^ after all^ pui^ got 
a>vay. 

This is a concile and impartial pidlure of the Fede* 
ral army, with one fmall diflindtion, that the gaii^ 
dener was a fool, and the Secretary a knave. Neva 
think that you underftand the flory qf this ipfqiKO* 
tion, till you read Findley and Brackenridge. 

Mr. Brackenridge writes with more eafe and viva- 
city than Mr. Findley. His perfpicuity, his limpli* 
city, his pidlufcfque minutenefs, condudl his reader 
into the fcene of ad ion. You fee, hear, and fed, 
jpft as the author a6lually did; and this itfelf is a 
talent of high excellence. Amidfl much entertaio*- 
nent, candour will forgive the ferious or afiedted 
vanity that fometimes peeps through the curtain of 
his mind. Thefe two writers have been negle<^cd. 
An eflimate of the fales may induce a belief that they 
have never been pcrufcd by more than two or three 
thoufand American Citizens, that is to fay, by per*- 
haps a two-hundredth part of the community at large.^ 
Without fuch a perufal, however, it is impolfihlc ta 
comprehend the nature and efFe6ls'of the wcftera 
riots. The declamation that fills the Federal ga- 
zettes and pamphlets cannot afiford a juft or lumi* 
nous conception of this all-important fubjeft ; which 
is, therefore, grofsly and almoft univerfally mifun- 
derfiood. Next to the compofition of a good book 
by yourfclf, one of the beft fervices to the public ia 
the recommending of another which has been over* 
looked. 

After thus explaining where a proper account of 

the infuireftion maybe found, we go back to the 

Prefid^nt, his Congrefe, ^JPi^, his ^^b» ^* I* has 

4 ^ been 
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*^ been a fpc6lacle," fays he, " difplaying to the 
'^ higheft advantage, the value of republican go- 
** verament, to behold the mod and the leaft weal- 
** thy of our citizens, Handing in the ranks as pri- 
** vatc foldiers, pre-peminently diftinguifhed by being 
^^ the army of the conftitution." He ought to have 
feid, of monarchical government, for every part of 
the bufinefs bore the ftamp of defpotifm. In the 
firft place, the four counties were outlawed on ihc 
fingle notification of Judge Wilfon. That any fin- 
gle nian ihould have been intruded with fo vafl a 
ailcretionary power, was inconfiftent with republican 
freedom. 

Getieral Wafliington fent Commiffioners to treat 
with the infurgents ; but if Hamilton had been Pre- 
fident, he would immediately have marched againft 
them, and the four counties muft have been covered 
witb blood and afhes, by the official temerity of one 
man, and the ferocious impetuofity of another. This 
is but a poor fpecimen of republican government 
9d4 yet it might take place. 

Again, the army was railed on principles purely 
pumarchical. The Prefident adted folely on the au- 
thority of a law invefting him, during the recefs of 
Congr^fs, with unlimited power ; a law that may one 
day overturn the Conftitution. Let us explain it by 
the following fuppofition : the prefent Congrefs will 
ceafe tbexift on the 3d of March, 1799. On the 
4th, Mr. Adams may get a certificate from fome 
confidential Judge, that Virginia or Tenneflee is in a 
ftate of rebellion. Whether the flory be true or 
&lie, refts entirely within his breafl^. He direftly 
calls out the militia ; and as this infurreclion is ten 
times more dangerous than that of Braddock's field, 
he requires an hundred and fifty thoufand men. He 
lets out at their head, parades four or eight hundred 
miles, renews the horrors of the weftern expedition, 
imd^ till the firfl Monday gf December thereafter, he 

and 
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and his militia are abfolute mafters of America.r-^' 
They proceed at an expenfe of two hun.dred thoufahd 
dollars per day, to be drawn from a treafury which 
has not one fpare fliilling. No part of the Cpnftitu- 
tiop c?n, pradlically. Hop Mr. Adams in hisprogreft. 
The Legiilature does not affemble till the firft Monr 
day of December, unlefs the mere accident of a lavy 
by their predecefTors may have ordained a more 
early date. Even this remedy could eafily be pre- 
Tented. On a preconcertec} pl^n, the majority in 
ftiC Senate would be fure to rejcdl any bill for the 
more early meeting of Congrefs. Thus ninemQnth3 
pf a royal interregnum might readily put an end Iq 
the Government. The precedent fet b^ General 
Wafhington for emptying the Treafury, would greatly 
facilitate fuch a confpiracy. The above explanatioq 
plearly provjes, that, according to law, our lives and 
properties may fpOR b.Q at th? mercy of fofnp chief 
magiilrate. 

T^e Federal army did not then difplay the Q)eAacle 
pf ^ republic, but the embryo of royalty hatched in 
the dregg of legiflative ignorance. Congrefs gave 
the Pr^fi4ent authority as good as unlimited, for raif- 
ing an army ; but they forgot to inform him in what 
way that army was to be paid. This was, as if a 
merchant fhould fend a fhip to the Weft Indies, and 
forget to furnifh her with bifcuit or water. What 
imbecility, what unacquaintance with the firft prin- 
ciples of Icgiflation, are unfolded in this Congref- 
fional' performance ! Its worft parts might be amend- 
ed by a cjaufe like the following : 

" The Prefident fhall not be permitted to call out 
^' the militia, till he has held a council with the 
** Vice-prefident, the three Secretaries, the Attor- 
" ney-geperal, and the Governors of at leaft four 
•* of the States neareft to the feat of the Federal 
*^ Government. Of thefc nine, fix with himfelf 
^^ may form a quorum ; and a majority of at leaft 

'' five 
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,•* five members fliall decide. Every opinion ihdl 
. ** be given in writing, and each of the council fliall 
; •' be anfwerable and impeachable for his vote. The 
}. ** proclamation for the a6lual calling out of the mi- 
.' «• litia fliould be diredled to contain a funamons for 
[;• •' the' meeting of Congrefs, it being othcrwife high 
' •« treafon to obey the call. Leave flxould alfo be 
*« granted to take the requifite fums from the Trea- 
I M ftiry ; or if not there, a cafe very likely, the 
f * council might be authorized to open a loan." 

Till fome amendment of this kind fliall be made, 
tbe liberty of the United States muft be in ferious 
hazard. General Wafliington went to the Treafury, 
Some future Prefident piay go to the Bank. The 
one flep will not be a jot worfe than the other. The 
at5):, when amended, fliould be annexed to the Con^ 
jHtitutionj left fome future Congrefs might dare to re- 
peal it. The proipedl of mifchief is not diftant. Its 
approach may foon be expedled. Deriving, like 
Venus, his birth from the deep, the United States, 
have already been harafled with their Machiavel. If 
Wafhington did not a<^ that of Cromwell, it may 
be aicribed to the foundnefs of his judgment, and 
the cpnfcioufnefs that a party who baflced under the 
fplendour of his name, left him almoft nothing to 
DedeiiFed, 

Faffing over the reft of this fpcech, we come next 
to theanfwer of the Senate. It ran, as ufual, in a ful- 
fome echo. As if this trifle had been worth noticq^ 
the Pre:^ent replied with much fatisfadtion on find- 
ing that his conducS): was approved by " the enlight- 
" ened reprefentatives of a free nation." In the laft 
fentence he alluded to " tHoft judiciom znd/firited 
*f exertions, which have brought victory to our 
** weftern army." He was at the head of an army 
for (even years and an half. He was feveral times 
])caten. His fame as a conqueror refts on the cap- 
ture 
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ture of nine hundred Heffians*. Hence General 
Waftiington may have mifunderftood the meaning oi£" 
the word vtSory. But, in common language, a battle 
muft always go before a vidlory. Now the wefterim 
army never faw a perfon in arms againft them,— f-» 
They ftabbed a man who was in liquor, or mad^ 
they Ihot a boy who was lick. And thefe two a6l». 
of homicide or murder, include the.whole bloodihe A 
pf the campaign. The troops did not fo much a» 
meet with any Ihare of that fugitive oppo^tion ex^ 
erted by a gang of Englifh fmugglers on the coafl: o€ 
Suffex. From what hath fince tranfpired, a lingl^ 
Britifb regiment of foot, another of horfe, and iwom 
field-pieces, would, at a twentieth part of theexpenfe^ 
have been altogether equal to the performances o£" 
our fifteen thoulknd militia. 

The anfwcr of congratulation from the Scnaie paflT* 
cd immediately. That from the Reprefentativcs coit 
more time. They began to debate on Monday thfe 
a^-th of November, 1794; and this firtt day was^ 
fpent on a notable difpute. One part of the propofed 
addrefs had thefe words: " we cannot otherwifi^ 
<« than warmly approve of a policy in our foreiga 
" affairs," &c. Your policy was recommended as 
better. After exadly twenty fpeecbes upon it, the 
claufc was wholly withdrawn, as the Houfe could 
not agree, and were afhamed to divide on the re- 
fpe6\ive merits of the article and the furonoun. The 
Prefident had caft an oblique refleftion on^^^f- 
aiedfocieUeSy as fomenting the infurre6lion| It was 
propofed that the anfwer fhould echo this ccnfure 
verhitim. The debate lafted till Thurfday afternoon. 



* what a figure would our American campaigns make be£de 
the hiftory of the war of feven years I In two lines Frederic rtlatcs 
that WinterfcWt overtook three thoufaod Pandours, cut them to 
pieces, or drove them into a marfli. Thia is all we hear of the 
fioiy, 

and 
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r sod the precife echo was rcjedled by forty-feven votes 

* againft forty-fix. Next morning, fome loquacious 

: members wanted to renew the conte(\. On this, 

Mn McDowell faid, that tweiity-Jive days of the 

jbflion were now elapfed, and he was at a lofs to 

know lijhat the Houfe had been doing. The words 

jcem^inafions of men were put inftead oi felf- created 

Jhcieiies^ into the repercuffion of cenfure. Thus the 

anfwer pafled. 

It is proper to take fome notice of thefe traits, as 
a warning io future Legiflatures. After all this 
vrningling, the paper in queftion proved but a poor 
produftion. If truth or reafon, or the public fer- 
•^icCj had been at all confulted, the Houfe would 
have begun by alking the Executive why he took 
from the Treafury eleven hundred thoufiind dollars, 
without their leave, and in contempt of the Confti- 
tution ? Why did he not take meafures, as he very 
well might have done, for checking this riot in the 
bud ? Why he raifed an army of fuch enormous 
numbers, when a fifth part of them, at the utmofi:, 
could have done the bufinefs ? Why he permitted 
Alexander Hamilton to engrofs fuch extravagant au- 
thority ? And why the whole country was infulted, 
the prifoners, and even witnefles, fo barbaroufly 
treated ? 

It was not from want of good will, in forty-feveri 

members, that thefe queflions were avoided. But, 

fuch was the popularity of the Prefident, and the 

iiniverfal rage excited againfl: the rioters, that the 

fmalleft fefiftance to adulation of the Executive 

would have been held as bad as treafon. In allufion 

to the affembling the militia, the Reprefentatives, 

amidfi: other encomiums, have the following words : 

*^ The fpedlacle, therefore, when viewed in its true 

^^ light, may well be a£&rmed to difplay, in equal 

** luftre, the virtues of the American character, and 

** the value of republican government/* Such a 

racket 
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racket has been made about the raifing of this wcfl- 
eth array, and the fublioie patriotifm by which it 
was infpired> that fomething more fhall be faid 
•upon it. 

If the weftern people had been able or willing td 
Aand an attack, not one half of the militia were fit 
for fighting* The ranks were crowded by young 
men, altogether unacquainted with theufe of arms*. 
On the 9th of January, 1 795, General Smith told 
the Houie of Reprefentatives, that ^^ numbers of 
^' the militia did not know how to fet up a tent« 
" The Virginian militia who went out, were neither 
*' trained nor difciplined. As for the Marylanders^ 
" when he drew part of them out, and ordered them 
^' to load, he found that fifty of them had put down 
" the ball before the charge, of powder.- Some of 
" them did not even know how to lay a gun ovef 
*' their flioulders.'* A merchant would not intrull^ 
as his book-Jceeper, a clerk who put the wrong end 
of his pen into an ink-fiandifh ; or who was ignorant 
of the difference between addition and fubtradlion* 
Yet fuch a novice would be juA as fit for the deft, as 
thefe militia were for the camp. When you take up 
the fubje<$l in this point of view, when you reflet on 
the ibify of conducing troops like thefe into adtual 
iervice, your mind muft feel a fudden oppreffion un- 
der the burft of aftonifliment. There could be nd 
ufe in fending fuch people to reduce an infurredlion. 
It was the mofi: unmilitary management conceivable. 
If fighting was wanted, thefe raw recruits were ufe- 
lefs. If the country beyond the mountains was peace- 
able, their multitude would only make them infol'ent 
and miichievous. A fmall part of their own nuDdbef 



* A journeyman printer from the office of the Philadelphia Ga- 
zette, went out upon his firft eflay, as a private. He was one of 
the feleft corps left in the weftern country, and returned next 
fpring with the rank of Lieutenant or Captain, Expede Herculem. 

of 
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of French or Britifli veterans would have cruflied 
. them like an apple in the cider-prefs. In his Hiflory 
of the War of feven Years, the King of Pruffia gives 
a leiTon on this head. He fays that when his armies 
had been ordered into winter quarters, the recruits 
for the next campaign were colledted as early as poC- 
fible, becaufe it required three or four months to 
teach them the exercife. Between the two procla- 
mations of the Prefident, the one for being in rea- 
dinefs, and the fecond for marching, only fevcli weeks 
intervened, and within that time not all the drill- 
fergeants of Pdtzdam' could have taught them the 
ufe of arms. But if Frederic required three or four 
months to form a foldier, the beft officer in the United 
States would need longer time. Whatever then Con- 
^efe or the Prefident might think of fuch 2Lfpe£lacle^ 
no reader of fober and impartial underflanding will 
admire that kind of generalfhip which alTembled fe-^ 
veral thoufands of raw lads from the plough and the 
workfliop, and difpatched them three hundred miles 
in queft of an enemy. 

Put the cafe, that out of thefe troops one third were 
real foldiers, who had feen fervice, and acquired mi- 
litary feelings. The other ten thoufand who put in 
the ball before the charge, or who committed a6ls of 
equivalent ignorance, were a mere burden on the pro- 
feffional men. The latter would have been more for- 
midable without them. Thefe matters are {6 very 
clear, that it is almoft a fhame to repeat them. Yet 
if the Government of a country choofes to commit its 
character by fuch proceedings, the public have a right 
to review them. 

We Ihall be fafe in computing that the fupernu- 
meraries of the excife army coft fix hundred thoufand 
dollars of extra and ufelefs expenfe. Five thoufend 
good foldiers, if the camp contained as many, would 
have been quite equal to the bufinefs. Suppofe that 
the remaining ten thoufand were abfent from their 

I common 
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common employments for ninety working days. At 
the common and moderate computation of a doUir 
per day, tlic lofsof labour by the inliftment of thcfii 
ten thoufand lumds, comes to nine hundred thoniaDd 
dollars. Add this to, perhaps, fix hundred thoufand. 
dollars, of money advanced from the Treafury, foe 
the rxpenfe of the march of fupernumerarics, the 
two lums make together - - 1,500,000 dol< 

Intereft for three years, from No- 
vember id, 1794, to November ift, 
1797, at 30 per cent, per annum, 1,350,000 

11 

Total, 2,850,000 

For the lafl: three years, or thereabouts, two and 
an half per cent, per month has been a commoQ 
rate of interefl among many of our merchants. It 
has often been at five per cent. The above eftimate 
of thirty per cent, a year falls by far fhort of the 
loweft of thefe two rates, as the monthly compound 
interefl: is kept out of fight. Here we fee that the 
infurrecSlion was fuppreflfed at an cnormoufly greater 
cxpenfe than was neceflary. A general alarm was 
railed in behalf of the Confl:itution, an alarm very 
laudable, if it had been exactly founded on fads. 
Before the citizens of the United States rufli upon 
the extirpation of a fecond infurredlion, they will do 
well to be fure of its exifl:ence. 

A cafe has been imagined, in a former page, of a 
Prefident, during the recefs of Congrefs, hafting the 
country into a civil war. It^ispoffible that his con- 
du6l might merit impeachment ; and for this, or 
other offences, the Confiitution has referved a re- 
medy. He is to be tried by the Senate, and the Chief 
Juftice Ihall prefide. He cannot be convidted unlefs 
by the concurrence of two thirds of the members 
prefent. The latter claufe is equitable ; for candour 
will prcfume that a Prefident avUs for the befl: ; and 

it 
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it would be iniquitous to condemn him by the cafting 
vote of a Senator, who, in the eye of law, and moft 
iikely of reafon, is not a better man than himfelf. 
But a ferious objedlion lies againft the tribunal be- 
fore which he is to be tried. One of the moft likely 
cafes of an impeachment would regard forci^:^ trea- 
tiesy becaufe in thcfe there would be \hf* greateft 
rUk of corruption, and of confequent treachery. 
Here theConftitution leaves us, like a iwhate on the 
flrand ; for the Prefident cannot a6t without the a4«- 
Tioo and coafent of the Senate ; and if he and two 
thirds of them Aiould think fit to fell America, fhe 
has only to fubmit to the purchafer. Even in the 
e^vnt of domedic mifmanagement, as little can be 
hoped firom the vigilance or virtue of the upf^r 
Houie* They have already broached a do6krine the 
wildsfi and moft criminal that has probably been ev^r 
heard of in a legiflative aftcmbly ; and Greneral 
Mafod did only one half of his duty to the country^ 
when he forbore to publifh that ingulfing tenet. 
There is no affurance, nor, indeed, much probabi- 
Ety, that any future Senate will poffefs more inform- 
action, or integrity, or independence, than the mem- 
bers now in office. A Prefident has always in bis 
gift a variety of appointments, fufficicnt to fecufe 
a majority of two thirds. This tribunal, then, for 
thepurpofeof his impeachment, is entirely ufelefs. 

The profped of juftice would not be much im- 
proved by a transference to the Houfe of Rcprefent- 
atives. Perhaps the fafeft and farreft way of profe- 
cuting the Chief Magidrate might be to name dele- 
gates from each of the States, in the numbers and 
proportions that fhould be found advifablc. Such 
pcrtbos only ought to be eligible as have never held 
an office of profit under the General Government, 
aad who ftiall, by acceptance of this truft, be ren- 
dered incapable to exercife any fuch office for a cer- . 
tatn term of years to come. Thefe remarks app^y 

VOL. I. Y to 
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to no particular fe3 of poUhcians. They point at 20 
evident and immenfe gap in the Conititution; for, 
under the prcfent form, it is plain that the trial of a 
Prcfident could be nothing but a farce. 

Seven letters under the fignature of Manlius, ap- 
peared fome time ago in the Columbiaa Centiod. 
The firft of them is dated the 3d, and the lafl on 
the 17th of September, 1794. They confift of fu- 
rious invedlive againft the republican part3\ In No. 
III. the writer complains, that Mr. Dexter, noted 
•* for folidity of judgment, ftrength and peHpicuity 
" of reafoning, elegance and accuracy of ftylc, in 
^* an anarchical Gazette of Philadelphia, is made to 
•' talk like afchoolhoyT If Manlius wanted to mock 
Mr. Dexter^ his attempt is fuccefsful. If he wanted 
the public to believe his panegyric, he betrays his own 
want of judgment or veracity. No perfon has, for 
the lad four years, ever fo intolerably tired the pa- 
tience of Congrefs, as Mr. Dexter, if we except 
Robert Harper ; and even the latter is greatly fupc- 
rior to the former. He has ingenuity, information, 
and an eafy delivery, if he could only know when 
to flop. In the feffion of November, 1796, he 
made two very intercfting fpeeches ; the one for the 
widow of John de Neufville, and the other for the 
inhabitants of Savannah. 

Of democratic focieties, Manlius, No. I. fpeaks 
thus : " They have oppofed their veto to the doings 
«* of the Prefident, to the laws of the Union, and 
^' to the will of the whole people." (Veto is a word 
borrowed from the tribunes of ancient Rome- By 

f)ronouncing it, they prevented the enafling of a 
aw. The focieties never made even a motion in any 
legiflature whatever, nor have they endeavoured to 
obfirudl the execution of any law. If they had done 
fo, they would have been apprehended, and the dif- 
pute would have been decided in a Court of Jufiice. 
They did nothing more than publifli their opinions. 

They 
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^hey were warranted to do fo by the Conflitution, 
which declares, that " Congrefs Ihall make no law 
^' abridging the freedom offpeech or of the frefsP if 
they went too far, the Attorney-general could flop 
them.) " They have arraigned," fays Manlius, " the 
*^ condudi: of the moft wife and virtuous Citizen now 
*' on earth : they have declared that this beloved 
^* firfl; magiftrate hafth trampled on the Conflitu- 
** tion." (There never was a chief magiftrate in the 
world who efcaped without arraignment. We might 
as well attempt to keep mankind from coughing or 
• fneezing, as expecft that any government can give 
univerfal fatisfadion. The democratic focieties only 
did what occurs in every affembly of the human 
race. They cenfured their Government, and fo do 
the flaves of Dah6mey and Morocco.) " They have 
** excited oppofition to the laws ; and an armed rc- 
** hellion, probably, in confequence of their falfe 
*^ fuggeftions, is acStually raifed in the very centre of 
•^ the United States. Many of our fellow- citizens 
^^ have been murdered^ and their dwellings butnt to 
** the ground. They have endeavoured to involve 
^' the country in all the diftreffes of war ; while 
*^ they have oppofed the adoption of ever}' meafure 
** to prepare for this dreadful calamity." 

This extract: prefents a fair fample of the ftyle of 
Manlius. His letters. have been reprinted in a 
pamphlet, and enjoy fome fort of reputation. The 
preceding paflage is one of thofe few, wherein we 
can^difrobe him of the mifl: of declamation, and grafp 
him on the ground of fafts. " Many of our fellow^ 
** citizens have been murdered^'' The papers publifh- 
€d by Government fpeak of no fuch murders. But\\ 
previous to the burning of Neville's houfcj and in a 
feries of three years, about eight perfons had been 
maltreated. On the 6th of September^ 1791, Ro- 
bert Johnfon, .an excife officer, was tarred and fea- 
thered at Pigefn Creek, in Wafliington county, bv^ 
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party in difguife. Four other cafes of the fame net- 
furc occurred foon after. One of the fuffcrers w»a 
lunatic, aiKi another a private pcrfon, who had inBO- 
crntly remarked, that when people did not obey Go* 
Tcrnmcnt, they could not look for its protect ioB. It 
^ocs not appear that any punilhtnent was inflidted 
on thcfc offenders, and hence the Executive muft 
have cxpci?tcd a continuation of outrages. An of- 
fice of infpc(5tion forWafhington county was opened 
in Au<ruft, 1792, at the houfe of Captain William 
Faulkner. This man was foon after threatened 
with dcilru<ftion, unlefs he turned away the Infpcc- 
tor. He did fo, and no pcrfonal violence was com- 
mitted. Difordcrly meetings went on, and flill the 
Executive forbore to crulh them. 

In April, 1793, a party in difguife broke, during 
the night, into the houfe of an excife officer in 
Fayette county. He was from home, but they 
abufcd his family. Warrants for apprehending them 
were delivered to the Sheriff at Fayette. He did not, 
and probably durft not, execute them. Still Go- 
vernment j)crfilTcd in its want of energJ^ If rebel- 
lion had been the objedl of the cabinet of Philadel- 
phia, this was the Very way to nurfe it. Such ap- 
parent lenity was the tieight of real barbarity. Every 
new ao^ of blackguardifin faniiioned that which vyas 
to come next ; and every day muft have increafed 
the dillvrpcv^l for fecial order. It was in a high de- 
j:;rec culpable for Government thus tamely to ftand 
by, and p^Tmit the fianv^s of brutality and feditiott 
to extend unreiifted iVom one year to another. 

On the c;d of November, 1793, a party ag^in 
vitited the houfo of the Ciollei^lor of Excife in Fay- 
etie anuily, for whom they had fcarched in April. 
He jMve up his books and commiflion. Yet it is 
tiwned that about the end of 179;;, thelaw appeared 
to be jiaininjX};round. The fmalleft exertion of ex- 
*x;uiivc power muft have enfuredits ultimate fucccft* 

Some 
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Some of the principal recufant diftillers began to 
comply, and others difcovered a difpofition to do fo. 
One of the former had his barn burnt. The ftill- 
houfe of a.fecond was dcftroyed ; that of a third nar- 
rowly efcaped the fame fate ; and his grift and favv 
milis were damaged. The blame muft fall entirely 
en the timidity or negligence of Adminiftration. 
** The moft wife and virtuous Citizen now on earth" 
can gain no more honour by this amazing inaUen- 
lion to his duty than he formerly did by footing the 
French officer who advanced with a flag of truce. 
On the 6th of June, 1794, an adl of violence oc^ 
curred in Wafliington county. The office of excifc 
was kept in the houfe of John Lynn^ who was tarred 
and feathered, and tied to a tree. Some days aftefj 
part of his houfe was pulled down. From the firfl: 
violence committed on Robert Johnfton, to the laft 
date, two years and nine months had el.apfed. Du- 
ring this long interval, the Executive looked on lik€ 
the mariner, who fees his veflel fpringing aleak, but 
who liets the hold be half filled with water before hfe 
tries to flop it. If a thoufand well-aflTedled militia 
had been quartered in the vicinage of the rioters who 
bad aflfaulted Mr. Johnfton, if they had.been driven 
out of the country. Or font to the workhpufe, wc 
jhould have heard nothing of a Wefl:ern infurre6lion ; 
or of a wafle of public money, of property, and of 
time, to the value of fome millions of dollars. It 
is well known that a rabble, when unrfefifted^ always 
proceed from bad to worfe, till the violence of thfe 
diibrder produces a remedy, which is often more dan- 
gerous than the difeafe. The fmalleft political fore- 
fight might have difcovered that, firfl or laft, it would 
be needful to extend the arm of power, and that^the 
fooner this was done fo much the better. 

This detail of circumftances muft, in every candid 
mind, alleviate the blame of the Weftern rioters. 
Their ignorance was much to be pitied, as their bar- 

Y 3 barity 
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barity was to be dctcflcd. They were permitted to 
advanceby gradual and even by annual fleps to the 
brink of de(>ru6tion. They were then pitched OTcr 
the precipice with an infolence and ferocity of ven- 
geance that link the Judge to a level with the crimi^ 
nal. As for Manlius, and his trnmerous nmrderSj they 
are the offspring of his own calumnious fancy. The 
infurgents do not fecm ever to have ihed (b much as 
a (ingle drop of blood, excepting at Neville's houfe, 
where three of the defenders were wounded. From 
the publications of the times, Manlius muft have 
known that his aflertion was an untruth. With his 
eyes open, he circulated this falfehood to promote in-» 
cendiary and infamous purpofes. Such is the pa- 
triot who rails at democratic fqcieties. 

Of this Weftern infurrcflion it has become the 
mark of a party to fpeak in flrong terms. On April 
lath, 1796, Judge Iredell, of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, referring chiefly to this rupture, 
delivered a charge to the Grand Jury of Pennlylva-. 
nia. Some parts of it are open to objeftion. De- 
fcribing the fuperior excellence of the American 
Conflitution, he fays that, in other countries, *^ fuf- 
** picion has fupplied the place of evidence. The 
** higheft inAances of public virtue have been doom^ 
•* ed to the punifliment of the higheft public of- 
*^ fences. Happily for the United States, fuch fccnes 
*^ have been known to them only hy the hiftory of other 
•* nations.'* This is wrong. ^ In the cafe of Sheriff 
Hamilton, the moft dired evidence was fet alide by 
fufpicion. The numerous inflaiices of oppreflioncom^ 
xnittcd in the Weft, under the eye, though not by the 
dclire of Judge Peters, prove, that here, as in other 
countries. Government may opprefs with impunity. 
The Judge then alludes to the fuppreflion of the in- 
furrc6lion, •* a period which will form as bright a 
** page as any in the American annals." 

This 
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This brightnefs muft be produced by the partidcs 
of luftre flowing from " the army of the G>nfiita« 
lion.'* Carlifle is only an hundred and feventeen 
miles weft from Philadelphia. When the troops ar- 
rived there, they quarrelled among themfelves.— > 
They were on the brink of mutual maflacre.— <• 
•* The ftreets and avenues of Carlifle were occupied 
.** by the army, during the night ; and an appre* 
*' henfion of the town being burnt, excited a gene- 
*^ ral panic*." The rational part of the troops 
could not preferve order ; and it was believed, that 
nothing but the arrival of the Prefident prevented 
ferious mifchief -f-. Meflrs. Redick and Finley, de- 
puties from the Wefl^ern country, ran the rifle of be- 
ing aflfaflinated. As for the infurgents, it was com* 
mon to fvvear, that *' there was no need of judges 
♦^ or juries. Let them only fee the men, and M^ 
" would Jkewer them \** Thofeof the troops, who 
alleged that they were merely come in aid of the 
law, and that tney ought not to ufurp its fundlions, 
were branded with the title of whijkey men ; and, as , 
fuch, were the objeQs of menace and indignation. 
The Prefident obliged thofe who had killed the two 
perfons above rnentioned§, to give fecurity for Jland^ 
ing their trial! Some perfons, of no mean rank, 
were mortified at this meafure. Some foolifli peo* 
pie having, at different times, mixed with the left 
wing of the army, General Morgan kept his men 
from killing them, by threatening that he would kill 
them himfelf. He took them put of the way, and 
difniifled them privately. Qn the march, it was his 



'^ Findlcy, chap. xii. 

•j- When the army came to Carlifle, the inhabitants (hut up 
tbcir dores. It was not until after a day or two, and fome 
uireats, that they could be iaduced to relume trade. So fays Clc- 
poent fiiddle. 

X f iadley, chap. xii. § Ibid, fupra, chap. vi. 

T 4 rulo 
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rule to keep his troops on the pamde^ till he had 
called on the inhabitants refiding near the ea- 
eampmcnt. He immediately paid them for vliat 
had been taken or dcflroyed *. Yet evea this offi* 
ccr did fomctimes forget hirofelf He was guihy ef 
the firft breach of peace in the Weftem comitry.— - 
James M-Allifler ** had charged a quarter of a dol- 
•< lar for a quart of whiftey to afoldier. The Gc- 
•^ ncral kno( ked him down with the butt of his 
•* whip, and abufcd him confiderably -f-." At Fort 
CumbtrlanJ, General Smith, of Baltimofe, dtf- 
eharged about fifty diforderl j men in one day ; be 
did his utmoft, and with confiderable fucce&, to en* 
force difcipline. In the camp at Carni^kan% in 
Wcftmorcland, the moft experienced c^cera weiu 
afraid that the diforders committed by the army 
would ruin the country. General Irwin, at fymc 
riik, feized two culprits. They were fevcFdy pu- 
nifhcd, and the example had a proper efie£V. Bat 
it was a fcrrice of danger. While the fentenee ws» 
executed, fears were entertained that the negiAent 
to which the offenders belonged, might interpc^ to 
refcue them ; fo that General Chambers, with Ml 
brigade, was placed in a fituation infiantly to charge, 
in cafe of mutiny. 

When Judge Iredell, Manlius, and other friend 
of order, indulge themfelves in praifes of the Wefb- 
ern army, in declamations againfi the infui^entt, 
iipd in arraignments againft the democratic ftn 
cieties, they will do wifely to refiedt on the par(ici»* 
• lar^ here flated. Such an army -was, when tuhm 
colleiftively, as great an objed of terror, as the in- 
furredtion itfelf. No democratic fociety has done 
4ny ^£t that approaches to the bacchanalian projcd 

* Findley, chap. xii. 
frBrackeori^ge, chap, viu 
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urf burmiig Carlifle. It is affirmed, that the focieties 
"wanted to plunge America int?o a Brltifh war. This 
projedl did poffibly float in the brains of a fmall 
number of madmen. That it could be the define of 
any confidcrable part of the members, is untrue.-— 
But even a Britifti war was ftijl lefs dreadful than a 
civil one ; and if it bad not been for tome officera of 
experience, and, above all, for the refpedl paid to 
the Prefident, this fancitified Wcftern army would 
have produced a fecond rebellion, before attempting 
•o quell the firft one. The fobcr portion of the 
troops were on the point of being obliged to attack 
the rioters within their own ranks. 

How dreadful mud have been the condition of the 
United States, if Carlifle had adtually been deftroyed ! 
It is weakncfs to Ihrink from the retrofpedl of this 
woful probability, or to hold up '' /A^ army of the 
Gmftitufion'' as a pattern for future ages. From the 
hurry with which that corps was huddled together, 
nothing fplendid could juftly be expeded. — Pro- 
ceeding with Iredell, he tells the Grand Jury, that the 
infurgents were feduced " by the bafeft artifices, and 
f * the groflcft mifrepreientations of a few defigning 
^ men ; whofe views, in all probability, were much 
** deeper, and more maligoifit, than they were 
*« avowed fo be^ The Judge ought to have fpeci- 
fied who thefeyjrzt; defigning men 2XQy olherwife he 
ifnks to the farrc rank with that tribe, who prattle 
about confpiracies, alike incomprefaenlible to them^ 
Ifclves and every perfon elfe. 

Again, we hear, that the infurreAion was fiip* 
prencd iti a manner ** wofthy of tiic Governnieot of 
r a free people.*' He (hould have adcted, as in thfc 
inilatice of Sheriff Hamilton, of Ma^or Powers, of 
the deputies of fubmiifion menaced with murder, 
of tlie expcfted conflagration of Carlifle, or of the 
imm knocked down for aflcing the price of a quart 
of vvhiftey. To this paper the Grand Jury replied, 

that 
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that the infurre6lion *' has, however, been attended 
•' with good confcquences. — It has offered another 
•* proof of the firmnefs, the wifdom, and benevo- 
•• Icnce of our much-beloved Prelident. — It. has 
•* opened the eyes of a once deluded people.'* This 
is tl)e fum total of advantages named by the Jury.— 
They have coft a walte of two or three millions of 
dollars; two or three millions ot calumnies in the 
Federal newfpapcrs ; and vexation, oppreflion, and 
ruin, to a great number of people. Eyes, have^ in^ 
deed, been opened ; but what have they feen ? the 
horrors of military defpotilrn, inflifled by a raw mi- 
litia ; the impoflibility, in mod cafes, of obtaining 
rcdrefs ; the uturpation of both civil and niilitary 
powers, by a Secretary of the Treafury, who had no 
title to interfere with either. The Grand Jury clofe 
with referring to the ** unexampled prolperity of our 
** dear and happy country," — exemplified in thede- 
vaftation of commerce, the explofion of credit, the 
contempt of England^ aqd the profped of hoftUities 
with France. 

Of the Weftern army more yet remains to be 
faid, Andrew Watfon, William H. Beaumont, 
Jeremiah Sturgeon, and George Robinfan, refided, 
in 1794, at Pittiburg.— Mr. Bracken ridge declares^ 
that the town did not contain four lefs fufpe6ted„ or 
lets offending men. They *^ were dragged out of 
" their beds at two o'clock in the morning; not 
*' fuffered to drefs themfelves, but in an unfinifhe^ 
*^ manner ; obliged to march, fome of them withr 
*' out putting on their fhoes, which they had to 
*^ carry with them in their hands ; dragged out of 
** their beds amidft the cries of children, and the 
** tears of mothers ; treated with language of the 
** moft infulting opprobrium, by thofe apprehending 
** them ; driven before a troop of horfe, at a trot, 
^^ through muddy roads, fevqn miles from Pittfburg ; 

" impounded 
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*^ impounded in a perif on the wet foil \ the guard 
*^ baying them, and afting them how they would 
•* lih to be hanged ; [what a precious fpecimen of the 
Federal army !J " fome offering a dollar to have the* 
" privilege of ^©o//«f at them % carried thence four 
<* miles towards the town ; obliged to lie all night 
*^ upon the wet earth, without covering, under a 
** feafon of fleet, rain, and fnow ; driven from the 
** fire with bayonets ; when fome of them, perifti- 
*^ ing, had crawled, endeavouring to be unfeen, 
*' towards it ;" [this is no better than the hiftory of 
Kirk and his regiment ; or of the Scots Prefby terians, . 
under Charles the Second ;] '* next day impounded 
*^ in a wafte houfe, and detained there five days ; 
*^ then removed to a newly built and damp room, 
*^ without fire, in the garrifon at PiltflDurg ; at the 
^^ end of ten days brought before the Judiciary, and 
*^ the information againft them found not to be regard^ 
^^ edP* [Oh moft lame and impotent conclufion !] 
^f Was this the way to quell an infurredlion ? Was 
*^ this the way to make good citizens ? Do I blame 
*' the Judiciary ? No.'* [But every body elfe will, 
Mn Brackenridge Is a lawyer, and moft likely un- 
willing to offend Judge Peters. In the fame courts j 
it is a rule to ruin every praftitioner who quarrela 
with the Judges. Something of this fort, perhaps, 
prevails at PittflDurg. Judge Peters, when he dif- 
mified thefe four men, would certainly hlufli to look 
in their faces. Haul people out of their beds at 
midnight, drag them eleven miles at a trot, bare- ' 
footed through the mire, impound them for ten 
days in mud before you examine them, and then dif** 
charge them for want of evidence ! 

*^ I'd rather be a dog, and bay the mooo, 
•* Than fuch a judge." 

It fignifies nothing to rail about Jefferies, or any 
other monfters of juridical proflitution. Thefe feats 
have been adlied under our eyes ; and you mufl either 

admire 
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admire the gentry who achtered them, or jon ard 
an enemy to order.] *< I blame the mantigenieal of 
*^ thofe concerned to injone them. Tbefe vrttt 
** neighbours and friends of mine, and that ii the 
" fccrct of their fufFerings *•" A poor apoiogy for 
the Bench I On the march, Andrew WaffoH fell 
lick. The captain of the guard lent his hoile to the 
prifoner. '* General Chambers coming up, oideml 
^< him to difmount, with opprobrioos appelh- 
" tions-f-.*' From fuch bad treatment, the heahh 
of Beaumont and Robinibn fuffcred feverely. Tb^fe 
details (hould be univerfaliy known; when prtA* 
dential fpeeches, charges to grand juries, a#id (im 
whole mafs of Federal pamphlets add newfpapers are 
crowded with the exploits of the army of the Confti* 
tution. Nothing can be more terrible to any coun- 
try than a tumultuous body of foldiers, dird6ied by 
a revengeful ftatefman, and fandtioned by an under** 
Gripping judge. 

To this black narrative let us fte what can be 
compared on the lide of democratic fodeties, Man- 
lius. No. IV. afks if Americans will confide in men, 
" who inure their arms to the dextrous ufe of this 
•^ infirument of death J ; in horrid pomp^ by its 
** means, execute the image of one of your firft pa- 
'< triotft II ; in men who have alreadv excited an 
*^ armed rebellion againfl: the laws of their codntfV; 
^' and fpread havoc and defolation over the peatceml 
•* dwellings of our fellow-citizens; who have alresfdy 
•^ produced treafon and murder f'*^ Atid again-^ 
" the tfeafofis and murders of Pittfburfr" 'The otAy 
blood fpilt was> as alr^dy faid, by the ikTtm ; nn4 
as for havoc and defolation, thdt committed lif thd 
infurgents was but like a grain to the bu(hel of the 

* Brackenridg^, vol. ii. chap. x. f Ibid, 

t The guillotine. II Johnjay, 

cxcifb 
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etcife heroes. Manlius, in a long note, eon* 
defcends to enter upon particulars. In May, 1 794, 
the people of Lexington, in Kentucky! burnt in 
efSgy John Jay. And what then ? before the burn- 
ing they guillotined him. The defence of Mr. 
Adams was fufpended about his neck, and in bis ledt 
hand he held *^ Swift*s laft fpcech in Congrefs, on 
« the fubjea of Britilh depredation.*' this childifh 
^ory formed a triumphant article in fome Kentucky 
newrpaper. Manlius cites it at full length, and adds ; 
<^ Theie are famples of the doings and the refolo- 
*^ tions of the anarchift&. Thefe people are now in 
*^ arms."^ 

On the 26th of Norcmber, 1794, Mr. Ames, in 

a foaecfa to the Reprefentatives, attacked democratic 

feeieties. Be repeated the above circumftances from 

Manlius. He added others. The fociety at Charlei^ 

ton, in South Carolina, had folicited the Jacobia 

club of Paris to adopt it. This was in Odober, 

1793. The plan, it feems, had come to nothing. — 

•* TTie cli»b of Pinckncy diftrttfi:, in Carolina,*' fays 

Mr. Ames, '* had voted in favour of war, and 

^- againft paying taxes.*' He fliould have recited a 

copy of the vote ; but this, alfo, ended in fmoke: — 

*^ Are the rcfolves of the chibs of this place and 

•^ NewYoA forgotten T fubjoincd he- " Could 

^ outrage and audacity be expelled to venture fur- 

•* ther ? One condemned the excife as odious and 

^^ tyrannical; the other, enforcing, that fentiment, 

*^ publiihed its condemnation of IVlr. Jay's miffion 

^^ of peace." Some notice hath already been taken 

©f this fpcech. As to excife, a committee of the 

Bnttfh Hot^fe of Commons, in one of lh<ir reports, 

declared it to be a fyftem " pernicious to tlic man- 

** ners of the people ; repugnant to all good go^ 

'* vernmeni\ and which threatens the dcflru(5tion of 

** that very revenue, which ;/ is its ohje£l to fecure!* 

This 
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This is the ftylc of a Britiih Parliament ; an autb(&ify 
quite in point. 

There was another fadl omitted both by Mn 
Ames and Manhus. The former, and his friend 
Mr. Smith, were burnt in effigy at Charlefioa 
(S. C.)t for oppofing Madifon's relblutions. Per* 
haps this, alfo, may be afcribed to democratic fo- 
cieties. But all thefe indecencies put together, do 
not balance even half a page of Findley or Bracken^ 
ridge. It iignifics nothing to burn one Judge in 
effigy, compared with the dragging of another to 
the diftance of three hundred and fifty miles from 
his diftri^V, and, without examination, confining 
him for feventy days in the cells of Philadelphia 
jail. But let us go back to the Federal army.— * 
It would have been happy for the four Wellern 
€X>unties, if the troops had confined themfelves to 
burning of an effigy. When they departed, a feleA 
body remained behind. ** They were noify in ta- 
*' verns, late in their patroles through the'flreets of 
'^ Pitlfburg. The cow of one man, that had but 
** one, was fiabbed ; the horfe of another run 
*• through the body *." Some officers quarrelled 
with a waggoner. " Two or three flices were taken 
** from his fkull, and a finger was cut off.'* An 
hundred and fifty dollars were paid as a compofition 
to the lufFerer. M^Permot, who gave the wounds, 
was at the head of a fecond outrage. After forcing 
a man, whofe wife was fick, tp give them entertain- 
ment, the company confined him to his chamber, 
made flrokcs at him with their fwords, threw his 
bedding on the floor, danced upon it, broke hi8 
tables, chairs, and other furniture. The bill of da* 
mages was paid, with many imprecations-f'. Mr. 
Brackenridge relates other cafes of this fort, and 
makes a general reference to many more. Thefe 

* Blackenridge, chap. vii. f Ibid. 

4 anecdotes 
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anecdotes fhould be read and ftudicd by every man 
who values the lives and properties of American 
Citizens. Dr. Ames would not fell one of hi« fin- 
gers for an hundred and fifty thoufand dollars. Mr. 
Jay would rather be burnt in effigy, daily, for an 
hundred years together, than part with the leaft flice 
of his IkuU. To celebrate, without difcrimination, 
the exploits of fuch an army, is infulting the truth of 
hiflory. Defperadoes, like M^Dermot, ought to have 
been turned out of this feleft corps, with every mark 
of dilgrace. No fuch fiep has been heard of ; and 
lience we may look for fimilar treatment from the 
next coTifiitutional army. 

Among the prifoners Mr. Findley enumerates Co- 
lonel Crawford and fon, Mr. Sedgwick, a Jufiice of 
the Peace, Mr. Corbly, a Baptifl minifler, and others. 
He never could learn that Mr. Sedgwick had done 
any thing to lay a foundation even for fufpicion. 
Thefe people aflfert, that they had not the opportu- 
nity of figning the terms of the Commiffioners, until 
the appointed day was paft. After an imprifonment 
of fever al months ^ they were admitted to baiL On 
their trial no bill was found againft any of them *. 

In the American Annual Regiftcr, chap. x. fome 
obfervations are made on the correfpondent cafe of 
George Lucas, another pretended^ infurgent, fuch 
as Mr. Sedgwick and Co. Compare this with what 
follows. The Prefident, in his fpecch to Congrefs, 
on the 19th of November, 1794, flrongly recom- 
mends an indemnification to perfons in office, who 
had fufFered in defence of Government ; fuch as Ne- 
ville, whofe houfe was burnt. *^ The obligation," 
> iays he, " and policy of indemnifying them are 
^* ftrong and obvious. It may alfo merit attention, 
** whether policy will not enlarge this provifion to 
** the retribution of other citizens, who, though not 

* Findley, chap. xvi. 
, ^^ under 
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•* under the tics of office^ may have Aiffcred dtmge 
•* by tlwir generous exertions for upholding thecoo- 
*' ftitiition and the laws. The amount, even if lil 
•• the injured were included, would not he gfcal 
^ and, on future cmergeocies, the GoTernoicat 
** would he amplj repaid by the influence of sa 
** example, that Ik who ineurs a lofs in its defeooc, 
•* (hall find a rerompcnfe in its liberality/* 

U'his reads very well. Send your fervant on a 
meifage, and order him to mount an unruly hoHc; 
he is, in fpite of his etibrts, thrown off and broifed. 
You cannot choofc but to pay the furgeon*8 bill. 
Thus far wc fjo with llic Prelident; for the govern- 
ment of a country proceeds on the fame pnndples 
iK^ith that of a family, only that it covers a more ex- 
tended fcalc. Put the cafe then, that your courier 
ihaM, with or without defign, ride over a dozen pef- 
fcngers on the road. The furgeon brings in a iecoixi 
accoAjnt. This alfo will fall to be paid cither by hitn 
or you. Equity requires that ultimate compenfation 
ihould be made by the owner of this horfe, who put 
him into the way of doing the harm. 

It demands no depth to fee the fairncfs of this 
propofition, and the propriety of its application to 
Juflice Sedgwick, to Colonel Crawford, Sergeant 
LucavS and Mr. Corbly. In confequence of the Prc- 
lident's recommendation, a bill paffed to indemnify 
thofe who have fuftered lolTes in the fervice of Go- 
vernment bv the infur^cnts. The fan>e bill fhould 
have contained a claufe for indemnifying thofe who 
had been grofsl y abufed by the Weflcrn army, or who 
had endured unjuft imprifonment by the millake of 
Government. Humanity, juftice, and found policy, 
plead as warmly in the latter inftance as in the for- 
mer. The cafe was even ftronger than that of paf- 
fcngers rode down by a horfe. The Federal army, 
thai inftrument which executed fuch a mifapplieation 
jof puniftiment, was, in part, raifed at the expenfe of 

2 its 
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ite vidtims. It was only by their own confent, 
.granted feven years before, that, as it regi|rded them, 
the Preiident held his office: for if th^y had, in 
1787, iet up an independent Government, it would 
}iave been difficult or impoffible to hinder them; 
nor fhould it be forgotten that the Coqfiitution was 
reconciled to their choice by coniiderable manage- 
ment, folicitation, and artifice. The officers of ex« 
cife, who loft property or were abufed perfonally, 
bad reaped perfonal emoluments from the Executive. 
XiUcas and Sedgwick had not. They drew only 
blanks in this lottery ; while they were juft as weft 
entitled to prote<Eiiou and retribution, as officers of 
excife, or any other clafs of citizens ; nay, fome of 
them. Sheriff Hamilton, and Majpr Powers, for 
example, had been active inflruments in fuppreffino; 
the riots. Their claim to compenfation was of the 
woft forcible nature.' They got none. 

The policy of fuch a meafure is no lefs evident 
than its jufiice. By paying only the fufFerers on 
one fide, Congrefs were placing themfe)ve8 at the 
head of a party, and, what is yet worfe^ of that party 
who were moft in the wrong ; for, after the expla- 
nation already made, candour will admit, that the 
outrages perpetrated by the whifkeymen, vanifh in 
a comparifon with the barbarities and villanies com- 
mitted by part of the army, and of its condu6tors. 
Now, the government of a party is, in itfelf, illegal, 
and, but for the fake of expediency, defervesno at- 
tachment. The people to the weftward could not 
help feeing and reprobating fuch grofs partiality 
againfl their magiftrates, and other fellow-citizens, 
and in favour of excife officers. Their -refentment 
may, at this time, be held of fmall confequence ; 
but they are a growing fociety. In the cenfus of 
1791, the four counties were eftiqciated to contain 
about fev<5nty thoufand people. At prefent they can 
bardly have fewer than an hundred thoufand, and, 

VOL. I. z as 
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as (he country is in a rapid progrcflion, twelve years 
more will double their numbers. In new (efllements, 
the proportion of able-bodied men to the general 
population is ver}' great *• The two hundred thou- 
iand inhabitants of the year 1810, will probably be 
•We to multer forty thoufand armed citizens. The 
mountains that feparate their territory from the At- 
lantic countrj- are equivalent to a fccond army. The 
matters of Louiiiana and Canada will be ready to 
fumifh them with arms ; an afiiflance equally to be 
cxpe<9ed from Spain, France, and England. In cafe 
of ferious provocation, and adual infurre<5tion, the 
memory of ancierit injuries will make the people 
defperate. Sheriff Hamilton will hardly give him- 
felf up, a fecr 1 d time, to a tribunal that he knows, 
by exi)erience, to be prejudiced and defpotic Inflead 
of flriving to criifti mifchief, he may poffibly, at the 
head of his Mingo Creek regiment, feize a pofl on 
the Alleghany, and bid defiance to Congrefs and 
excjfe. Major Powers will not likely become, a fe- 
cond time, an ambaflador of obedience, that be inay 
be imprifoned, for eight days, at the point of thte 
bayonet. A revolt like this would far better pro- 
mote the views of Britifh ambition, than an alliance 
with the Miamis. On this fubje6l the remark of 
General Smith was very fair : " Gentlemen fay that 
" they hope there will be no more infurredlions. I 
*• hope lb too. But does that enfure the thing? I 
** believe not. Sir. Nothing was farther from the 
" thoughts of the Houfe, at lafl feffion, than an iri- 
'" lurrection-f." This Ihort view explains the im- 
policy of railing at Weflern people in the mafs; a 
pra<5lice fo carefully followed by the Federal party. 
They fhould likcwife refle6t upon its injufticc. 



♦ Sec Hiftory of Vcnnont ; a State wherein more than a fifth 
part of the people are enrolled in the militia. 
:^ ^Debates ofCoogrefi, January 9th, 1 79$. 
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f' Though outrages had been committed on eXcife 

*^ officers, yet no fhcriff nor conflable had been 

** oppofed in arrefling the offenders. They had been 

*^ brought in upon procefs, and profbcuted at the , 

*' court. Theire was no reafon in the diftindlion ; 

•* but h was madefy If the fix percent, orators 

. want a fecond infurre<Slion, their confiant yelping is 

^hc moft certain way to raife it. The fhorteft method 

for m^kirtg a rafcal of any man^ is by aifuring him 

that you know him to be one. 

The fixth article of the Amendments to the 0)a- 
ftitutibn fays, that *' no warrants fhall ifTue, but 
** upon probable caufe, fupported by oath or affirm- 
'f ation." In many of the cafes already quote(l^ 
the fpirit of this amendment was plainly violated, 
And, in that of Powers, even the letter; for, after 
being kept fo long a prifoner^ the Judge difcharged 
him without even examination. 

The fevenlh amendment enjoins, that no pcrfon 

fhall " be deprived of life, liberty, or property, with- 

" out du€ 'procefs of law ^^ The ftipulation is illufive, 

, by the generality of the flyle ; for the Conflitutipn 

fhould either have defined what is rneant by du^ 

,,procefs^ or it iffues in mere words. 

The eighth amendment declares, that ^* in all cri- 
" minal profecutions, the accufed fhall enjoy the 
" right to a fpeedy and public trial, by an impartial 
*^ jury, of the (late and diftridl wherein the crime 
" fhall have been committedv" - 

This amendment is, likewife, unfatisfadlory ;*for 
^.fpeedy trial is an indefinite phrafe, that may be 
flretchcd to an intolerable delay. Thys, in the cafes 
of the Wcftern people, about fix months, or upwards, 
intervened bet\vc<:n arrefllraent and trial. This was 
any thing, furely, but fpeed. The word difttiB lies, 
jlfo, open to obje£iion. The State of Pennfylvania 

^ .1 ..I I ■ » .. — . ■ ■ . ■ . II ■ _ ^ . 

* Bracken ridge, chap. i. 
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is a diftrtd four hundred miles broad. A perfoD 
dragged to that difiance, a whifkey rioter, for ex- 
ample, 18 eompletely (eparated from his connexions, 
andloies every benefit of trial by jury from the vici- 
nage. The very length of the journey is, in itfelf, a 
^bvere puniihment to any man who has bufinefs to 
mind* Suppofe that he; gets bail, returns home, 
comes bacK to Philadelphia, and is acquitted ; or, 
peifaaps, the grand jury throws out the bill, fo that 
lie doe3 not even fland a trial. His three jour- 
nies amount to twelve hundred miles, which, at 
twenty miles per day, employ fixty days. His ex- 

Snies in travelling cannot be lefs than a dollar per 
y* and his lofsoftime about as much more. Here 
is a fine of more than an hundred'doUars ; and, per- 
haps, he has not one dollar of his own. This cal* 
eolation does not include his wafle of time in attend- 
ing the court, and three prefatory months in prifon^ 
before he could find bail for his appearance, or, per- 
haps, before Judge Peters found leifure to examine 
him. To the poorcft man brought from the Weftern 
country, the arrefiment niuli-, in itfelf, have been 
equal to an exaction of three or four hundred dollars. 
The above three amendments to the Conftitution 

g)int out no explicit principle to prote6l him. As 
r compenfation, I fufpe<ft that no writer on law 
has <cver fo much as fuggefted a hint of it. The 
extreme iniquity of this omiilion has already been 
explained. Amidft: the numerous proje6\s for poli- 
tical reformation, 1 have never met with an efFe6lual 
remedy propofed for arb'itniry imprifonment^ before 
trialf Qti ihe j»arf of Govenimen$^ *. 



♦ In the criminal apartment of the jail of Philadelphia, a pri- 
foncr is r«dri<fteci to the diet of the houie, that is, to lemi-ftarva* 
tion. He is not even allowed to buy food for himfelf, out of his 
own pocket. Thus, even hefore trials he is fcverely puni(hed by 
famine. Americans ought npt to fpeak of Algerine favagenefs, 
while fuch enormities exift at home. After trial, there majr be good 
caufes for dinting diet. 

We 
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We have feen a few of the abufes in this vmj, 
^hich occurred during the Weftern infurreftion. 
"While they can be repeated with impunity, it is raih 
to iay much about the rights and liberties of an Ame- 
rican citizen. While your Government can appre^ 
hend you, make you walk four hundred miles on 
foot, and thereafter lie three months in jail, before 
exami;iation, it is childifh, it is even impertinent, to 
raiie a racket about the fuperior public virtue of 
American citizens, or the fuperior piirity of the Fe* 
deral ConftitutioUr If the former had fhone with 
peculiar fplendout, it is likely that a certain Judgp 
wrould, long lince, have been impeached, fined, and 
difmifled. If the latter had been as excellent as it is 
iaid to be, it would have held out a warning fuifi* 
cient to deter him. 
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DISPUTE 

9£TW£EN 

AMERICA AND GREAT BRITAIN. 



JLN the Summary View I purpofcly omitted all men^ 
lion of this Difputc, in order to bring the hiftory 
of it under one head in this place. 

When France had efFcdled a feparatiori between' 
the mother-country and her colbnies, ftc ufed all her 
efforts to engrofs the trade of thofe colorties. It was 
eafily perceived that the moment the war was-ovcr, 
the Americans, one half of whom never wifhed for a 
reparation, would returrn to their former commer- 
cial connexions with their friends in England, who 
alone had the commodities they wanted, and who 
alone were able to give them the credit of which 
they flood in need. To prevent the renewal of this 
intercourfe and the refloration of friendfhip, which 
would inevitably accompany it, France exhaufted all 
the refources of her intrigue a tid corruption. Sf* paff- 
ed laws calculated to draw the Americans to her ter- 
ritory, and to induce them to uie no manufa<!^ures but 
hers; Jefferson, a man who was deeply indebted to 
the Englifli merchants, and wl^o hated England be- 
caufe he had injured her, was, after the cdnclufion of 
the^peace in 1 783, appointed Minifler Plenipotentiary 
to^Ft^rice, where he refided till after the new Federal 
GoVeriiment was fdrmed and [ut in motion in 1789. 
' <a f * This 



This man was lotally devoted to the court of France, 
- and ihc whole time of bis embafly was taken up in 
^ contriving, with that court, the means of turning 
:- the channel of the American trade from England to 
^ [France* The various arts that were made ufe of for 
c^ (this purpoic, together with the firong defire which 
^/Wamington had to fecondj not the intrigues of 
, t^iFrance, bat the difpofition to prevent a too imme- 
,>^ djate and too friendly intercourfe with England, 
^^ produced a confiderable efied. Attempts were made 
^ to open an intercourfe with France, fuch as had hi* 
j^ thcrto been carried on with England; new conre- 
fpondenccs, houfes, partner fhips, and companicSi 
were formed, and French frippery flowed in with 
every tide. But the people did not participate in the 
feelings and the motives of Jefferson, and fomc 
otheis ot fh? leading Whigs, The people flill liked 
a Airt to their ruffle; they ftill liked the plain, neat, 
iblidy and durable manufactures of England, BefldeSj 
faJ&i&H did much again ft France. London fiill gave 
the fafhion to America ; for though now and then 
an ape afFecled to imitate the French^ and though 
Inch an imitation was flrongty recommended in th^ 
ncwfpapers (all devoted to the enemies of £ngland)|| 
yet whenever the precept was attempted to be reducra^ 
lo pradtice, it failed not to excite ridicule and con- 
tempt Habit and natural afiedtion were too power- 
ful for polilical prejudices, though aided by the in- 
trigues of France and her partlfansj and by the fire* 
nuous and continual efforts of a prefs themoft partial 
that ever was known in the world. The frippery 
imported from France, her tinfel^ her gewgaws, her 
endless variety of materials for equipping the Ihabby 
genteel, remained unfold in the fhops of thofe Whigs 
who were foolilh enough to mix politics witl^ trade i 
while all the traders who bada*£led honeflly towards 
their Englifh creditors, and who had refumed thei*. 
Ijalprcouffe with Ibcm, found more cultomers than 
i they 
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they had goods to fupply. Thefc men too could obtain 
a long credU ; whereas thofe who dealt with France 
could obtain hardly any. The French was a mere 
ybrr^ trade, an effort againft nature. In about three 
years after it began, it funk for ever, dragging dow?i 
along with it all thofe, both in France and America, 
who had embarked in it to any extent. 

This was a cruel mortification to the Whigs, who 
now endeavoured to perfuade the people that manu-s "^ 
fa6loried. might be eftabliflied in the United States, s v 
A thouiknd abfurd projects were broached. General | ^ 
Walhington appeared, at the opening of the firfl: 
Federal Congrefs,in a fuit of clothes, entirely of Ame^ 
rican manufaSwre ; but every farmer of fenfe knew 
that the fuit-coft as much as a middling farm would 
fell for. In fa6V, this fuit of the General's, like many .^ V«, 
other of his tricks, was well enough calculated to! t 
amufe the ignorant part of the people, and to per-\ ^ 
fuade them that America couM exift totally inde^ 

B indent of England ; but he well knew that the 
nited States could not be a manufadturing nation, 
^nd that it was their interefi that they ihould not 
be fo. 

The partifans of France, feeing themfelves baffled 
in all their proje<fts of fupplanting the trade of Eng- 
land by any thing fhort of a /^w, which fhould ira- 
pofe heavier duties on the goods of England than 
on thofe of France, had recourfe to that meafurc 
during the firft feffion of the iirft Federal Congrefs. 
They failed. ^' No,'' faid the maiority, " let all 
** imtiona have a fair chance ; let the duties on the 
•< goods of all of them be the fame, and then our 
^^ farmers will have their choice, and will purchaie 
'^ at the beft market/* The motion for a diicrimina- 
tionin favour of France was brought forward by Ma- 
pi^Ny who was the mere tool of Jefferson, Frank- 
LiNy and Vergennes. The connexion between thiefe 
jQnep^ as well as the whole pf their intriguesj were 

no^ir 



346 DISPUTE WITII 

now known; and, ^t the epocha of which I am no\T 
fpeaking, ever}' good man in America, ev^n amongrt 
the Whigs, who was acquainted therewith, hated 
France more than he ever had hated Enj^land. Sec 
Doctor Morse's Expofurc of French Intrigue, 
vol. y;. p. 230, and read it with great attention. 

I now come to the years 1793-4, whentheenthu- 
fiafm, with which the creation of the French Repub- 
lic had infpircd the people of America, emboldened 
the Gallic fadtion, which had been conflantly che- 
rifhed r^nd greatly flrcngthened by the Several French 
minilters, to bring forward, once more, thcfr proje<^ 
of commercial ciyWiviinatioJiy by which the*y now hoped 
not only to injure the trade of Great Britain, but Xo 
provoke licr to declare war againfl America. Jef- 
ferson, t'ce leader of the fa6lion, was not only pre- 
Icnt now, and rpady to affifl: in peripn* b.ut he was 
Secrelary of State^ an office that gave him great in- 
fluence in all affairs relative to foreign nations. As 
a prelude to the propofal of commercial diftrimma- 
tion, be made a Report on the fubje<5t of commerce, 
uhich was laid before Congrefs i,n the autumn of 
1793. I fhall here give fome remarks on this Report, 
in the words of Mr. William Smith, npwMinifter 
Plenipotentiary in Portugal. 

" It was obvious to tbofe that examined it, that 
the whole object and tendency of the Report went to 
fwell the catalogue of fupppled injuries, arifing from 
the commercial regulations of Britain, and to dirai- 
nifh thofe of France, Spain, and Portugal, particu- 
larly the former, by overlooking important difcrimi- 
nations in our favour on the part of Britain, and 
' exhibiting her unfavourable difcriminations in the 
mod prominent colours ; while, on the other hand, 
the difadvantageous reftriflions of the other nations 
were grouped in the back ground, and trifling pre- 
ferences brought forward and fwelkd into immcnfe 
benefits. 

"So 
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^f So eager was the Sv ( rotary in the purfuit of his 
favourite objedl^ yiz, tq entangle tlie United States 
into altercations vviih England, which could qiily 
iflTuein war, th^t he nqt only acji^anced in fupport of 
his commercial propofitions, tiipcrics dircdtly the 
Feverfe qf thole he had elaborately iiiciilcatpd in liis 
'Notes on Virginia, but he even flatly C9nUadl6led \\\ 
(yze pag^ ^ ma xip!^ of govcrnmcni which he had em- 
pbaiic<illy laid down np lafther bacjc than in the /)r^- 
ceding page, and flatcd, with confidence, a commercial 
fatl of no inconfidcrahle importance, which he was 
obliged to co7itradidl in his iupplcmentary Report. 

*' Notwithftanding his explicit condemnation of 
9 fyflem of dqmeflic manutadlurcs for the United 
States, in the year 1782, yet in his commercial Re- 
port, in 1793, when prccifcly the fame caufcs exillcd, 
we find a Itrong recommendation of mcafiirci^ cal- 
culated to compel the United States to depend for. 
fupply on domeftic mamifatJures^ there being no other 
nation, at that time, capable of furnifliing thrm but 
Great Britain, whqfe maniifadurcs were to have 
been interdi6ied. 

f* In the Report, page i'", he rcrommends tlie 
burdening with duties, or excluding, i\:ch foreign mii- 
nufaSures as \ye take in greatejl quantity^ and which-, 
at the fame time, we could the fpone/t furnilh {0 our- 
lelves, or obtain from other countries, impofing on 
them duties, lighter at firfl, but heavier and heavier 
afterwards, as other channels of fupply open. He 
adds, ' Such duties, having the eftexft of indireH cjir 
f couragement to domefijc manitfa£lures of the fame kind, 

* may induce the maniifcidhirer to come him/elf \n\o thefe 
5 States ; and here it would be in the power of the 
f State, Governments to co-operate cflentially, bj 
f opening the refources of encouragement, which are 

* under their control, extending them liberally to art-^ 
^ ifts in thofe particular branches of manufactures for 
^ which their foil/ climate^ population, ajid other cir- 

^ cumftances^ 
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* comAances, have matuml them^ nndfa/hrhig the 

* TRicrous efTorts aod progreft of homfehotd mannfac^ 
^ tun by ibfDc patronage fuited to the natme of Hi 
^ ofarjcAs, guided b^ the local information tfaey poflefi, 
^ and guarded againft abufe by their prdenoe and at« 

tmtion. The oppreflTions on our agricnltuie in fo^ 

* rctgn ports would thus be made the occafion of le- 

* liering it from a dcpendance on the councils and 

* conduct of others, and promoting arts, maito- 

* PACTUJIES, ANI> POPUUkTION AT HOME/ 

•* The glaring contradi6lion which thefe reciteil 
paflages exhibit, furnilhes fcope for ieveral remarks. 
In the firft place, he has evidently overlooked or fimr- 
gotten in the commercial Report , all the injury whicbf 
in his NoieSf he had declared to flow from the intrbi- 
duAion of domeftic manufaStures into the United 
States ; and this is not all ; in his Notes, p. 95, * he 

* defrecalis tlie importation of foreigners into fhc 

* United States, becaufe, coming principally from 

* monarchical countries, they will either bring their 

* pernicious maxims^ or, if they throw them off, it will 

* DC in exchange for an unbounded Uceniioujhefs^ paff- 

* ing, as is ufuaT^ Yays he, * from one extreme to another^ 
And yet, in his Report, he ftrongly recommetids mea- 
fures calculated to produce the effeA of introducing 
^ mafs of foreigners from that moharciical country^ 
Britain, and the very wor/l kind of foreigners, in his 
eftimation, mam^aSlurers^ a dais of people, the pro^ 
portion of which in fociety, fays he, furnifhes a Sato^ 
meter whereby to meafure its degree of corruption *• 

" When he wrote his Notes^ this country being at 

♦ Mr. Madlfin^ in his fp^ch in fupport of the Secretary's Re* 
port, makes this obfervation, fpeaking of the Britifli nMBiifiK> 
turers : " Here arc three Umdred thoufand fools who livie by our 
cuftom : Jet them be driven to poverty and defpair by afts of their 
ovm Government, and what would be the confcquence ? moft pro-r 
bably an acqulJifM of Jo ifumf iffeful cithu^ to tb^ yniied Stages." 
Precious knave ! 
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war with Great Britain, no flimulus was necef&ry 
to inflame our citizens ; fufficient caufcs then ex- 
iibedy and then * mafiufadbtres were ihc^/ourc€ of cor- 
^ rupiion^ then foreigners were iXxcfource of Ucentkuf- 

* nefe^ But wJ^en he wrote his Report ^ a quarrel with 
Oreat Britain was ?^ dejirahle thing ; then it was oe- 
ceiTary to inflame the Legiflatureof the United States* 
then it was proper that foreign manufa&ures ihould 
be interdi6led, that tlie United States ihould manu- 

foEtarefor tbenifelves, am}^ not content with their own 
workmen, encourage the importation of manufaSuren 
from foreign countries, although they were expeifted 
to bring with them monarchical habits or an unbounded 

^ iicentiou/hefs ! ! — ^Such are the incoiififtencies in which 

they involve themfelves, who, deviating from the 

iine of political truths purfue fpeculattons calculated 

merely to anfwer party purpoies of the moment. 

*' In the Report, p. 19, he fays, * It k not to 

* THE MODERATION AND JUSTICE OP OTHERS WE ARK 

. * TO TRUST for fair and equal accefs to market, with 

* our productions, or for the due Ihare in the tranf- 

* portation of them, but to our own means of inde- 
' pendence, and the firm will to ufe them/ Having 
ftated this broad and imqtmlified principle, he goes on 
to recommend difcriminations and reftriSious in refpeS 
to our commerce wiih Great Britain. • ' 

But, in the very next page, after afferting that 
France was willing to make a liberal treaty with us, 
and that Great Britain was not, he proceeds in tlicfc 
words : * We have no rcafon to conclude that friendly 

* arrangements would be declined by the other na- 

* tions^ with whom we have fuch commercial inter- 

* courfe as may render them important. In the meaa 

* while, it would reft with the wifdom of the Cqii- 

* grefs to determine whether, as to thofe nations, 

* they will not yS^^^^y^ ex parte regulations ^^o\\ the 
^ REASONABLE PRESUMPTION that they wJll concur 

* in ^owigwhatever justice and moderation dic- 

* TATE should BE DONE.* 

Here 
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•« Flrrc wc find, in j^agc 19, a general principle 
laid t!«A\ n, ihat wc are «o/ to trull to the moderation 
a:JiI jftftivt of 0///. r nations, but to oiir ozirr means, a:id 
the f.rn will to vfc them. Bur, ir page ^c, 11 is 
tirjlgcltcc! to CoHErrcIs \o Jhrccuje ^Ur re^tiljitjons to 
t\»rlKMr 'ffiftg ouf means, as to Aff .//// ^y^J Portugal 
(tlio natiins rcmtcmplatcd), on tne rtafonable pre- 
Jfrnytption that ////v will do whatever Moi»£RATioNaod 
jfSTicE (hall dicUlc. 

** A Hiorc palpable contradiction was perhaps ne- 
ver dotcc^iid in any work. 

•* That \hc S<c.retarT, in his ardent 2eal for dif- 
criminations and reftridJions, as apj)r!ed to Grwt 
Hri'ain^ Ihotill, in the firfl: llvet< h of hi<5 Report, 
h»y (!f)\vn one vuixim^ which would fcrve as a good 
hitrojiu'-iiou to hisyVi-v/ of hojlll'ity apainll that nation, 
and that h/C fhould'lay down another^ the very rt- 
wife of it, when it was neceifary to confine thcle 
rcliric9ions alto^tcthcr to her, and to exempt Spam 
and l\)rtnp^al, is not lb extraordinary ; but that, on 
a rvprrulal of his R(*port, a work of near three years, 
lie Ihoukl have overlooked this glaring rontra- 
diviion, that tome confidential friend fhould not 
have noticed it in mantifcript, and ol)liged him to 
tullt the paHajres into tome plaoTiblc conliltcncy. i3 
ahoir<*ther a l\ibje»'t of afionifhment. 

*" J'he propreJs of things has difcovcred, however, 
t))at th.e wSocrctary was entirely dcceh^ed in his rea- 
J K\.h!i' rfiftonptif ri ; tor Spain 7i\\A Porfvgal have both 
av hially dt chnecl erjte^ing into friendly arrangements 
with us, :ind doing whatever jult ice and modera- 
tiv)n, in (iur opinion, dictate ihould be done. Though 
we have latvly formed a treaty of boundary and 
amitv w irli Spi/m, Ihe pofirivcly declined entering 
into a commercial treaty with us. Porti(gal\\?i% alfo 
n anlf tied an unwillingncls to meet us on that 
prouhd, though wc have had a Minilter there with 
thai view lor live years. 

"As 
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*^ As much miftaken was the Secretary in declar- 
ing ltia% Great Britain was on fo good a commercial 
footing with us, in faft, that fher woiild not be dil- 
pofed to meddle with \i by entering into a treaty ; 
fur, foon after /le quitted the office of Secretary of 
State, a commer<;ial treatj^ was concluded with that- 
natVoii, which, I fhall hereafter fhow, has removed 
every ground of cdmphinf^ and fecured to us all the 
adv4iH4ag€s fuggelied //f his Report ^ notwithflanding 
he afterwards concurred with his friends in repro- 
bating that very treaty as an abandonment of all our 
cx>iiimcrcial rights. 

** Another error was committed by the Secretary, 

in declaring that France was ready to enter into a 

new commercial treaty on fair and equal principles; 

for it was foon after difcovered by the publication of 

Genet* s infiruiJions^ that our becoming a party i.^ 

THE w^AR was to be the price of the propofed treaty. 

** It has been alfo alleged by us, that Mr. JefFer- 

fon had ftated a tommercial faii in his Report^ which 

lie was obliged to reiraB in a SiiJ>pleme?itun Report. 

** In page 12 of the Report, heftatcs, Ih^iX Great 

Britain admits into Iver ijiands our produ<3ions, ty 

A Proclamation op hek Executive, limited al- . 

WAYS to the term ef a year, but hitherto renewed 

from year to year : lie bad previoufly remarked, in 

page 9, on the great difddvantage of a tenure which 

might be io fuddenly dilcontinued, and had adverted 

to thfe apprchenfions of our merchants on a late oc- 

cafion, when the fear of.a fudden difcontinuance of 

our intercourfe with Great Britain, in reference to 

afnother (ubjecft, had produced very difagreeable ef- 

fe(ft&; but in his Supplementary Report, called for 

hy the Honfe^ we find the following contradiction of 

the above fa<9, page 9. * The Secretary takes this 

* occafion to note an aft of the Britilli Parliament, 

* of 28 Geo, 3, c. 6, which, though pafled BcPoke 

* /^^ epoch to ivhich his Report aforesaid related^ had 
' ' * efcuped 
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• efcaped his rtfearches. The efFcd of it was to con- 

• rcrt the Proclamatioos regulating our diredt inter- 

• courfc with their Weft India iilands into a 

• STANDING* LAW, and ^o far /o remove the unfa* 

• vourable difl'mSlion between us and foreign nations, 

• Jaied in the Repri.^ 

*^ It is fomewhat furprifing that this ^^ ihonld 
have efgaped his refearches for near three years ; if he 
had had any intimation of ils exifience^ he was highly 
ccnfurable m having dated in his Report that this 
intcrcourfe was regulated by Proclamations of the 
King, limited always to the term of a year. How 
could he he jufiified in fiating fo poiitively an unfa- 
votirahle diftinSlion^ when an application to any mer- 
chant of information would have afcertained the 
faft ? Why pointedly remark, that while the com- 
merce of other nations was fecured by ;ftanding laws ' 
which could not be altered but by the concurrent 
will of the three branches of the Britifh Government, 
0ur commerce was excluded from the fecurif y of fixed 
laws, and depended, altogether^ on the iingle will 
of a monarch ? The objedt manifeftly was to make 
an impreilion unfriendly to Great Britain, by dating 
a (adt of the truth of which he muft at the time have 
bad doubts, which would have been removed, had 
he, during the fpace of three years, employed one 
hundredth part of the pains to afcertain it, which he 
employed in refearches after every facSl and circum- 
itancc which could fwcll the catalogue of commer- 
cial grievances and complaints againfl: that nation* 
From the difpofition exhibited by the Secretary 
through the whole of his Report, to make the moft 
unfavourable impreffions in refpedl to Great Britain, 
we have a right to infer that the recantation of the 
fad, fo poiitively flated, would not have appeared • 
in the Supplementary Report, had not a knowledge 
of the inveftigation which the fubjed was to un- 
dergo, and a fuggeftion of the known exiflence of 

the 



dREAT BRITAIN- 353 

the aB in queftion, ' dictated the expediency of 
giving an air oi catidour to that which was the refult 
of a necejfary f alley. 

*^ Many other fpecimens might be furnilhed of 
the partial complexion of Mr. Jefferibn's commercial 
Report : a few of them, in addition to the facls al- 
ready flated, will more than fnffice to lliow that the 
..^ratification of certain iintl-nalional frejiulices was 
more an obje6l with that work than the promotion of 
Dur natiorm prof ferity. 

•' The firfl: circumflance which flrikos us, in 
reading thie introducSbory letter to the Speaker of the 
Reprefentatives pn tranfmitting the Report, is the 
bringing up the Report only to the time when things, 
as the Report fays, were in their fettled order^ that 
is, the fummer of 179! (when the monarchy of 
France ferminated) \ and yet, in the fame letter, in- 
forming the Reprefentatives that France had pro- 
pofed to ienter into a new treaty of commerce with 
the iJnited States on liberal terms, and had,. in the 
mean time, relaxed fome of her commercial reftraihts; 
all ofvjhich faHs were subsequent to the period at 
^hich he had closed his Report. 

*' Now, as he had fixed upon a certain period, 
at which it was proper to clofe his Report for the rea- 
fon he had affigned, namely, becaufe it was impof- 
fible to dcfcribc all the changes which the war had 
occafioned, and becaufe the Report was properly 
adapted to a time when things were in their fettled 
order, he certainly ought not to have introduced the 
domtnercial meafures of France fubfequent to that pe- 
riod ; or, if he did, he ought likevvile to have ftated 
all the changes which had fubfequently taken place 
in the meafures of the other nations; he ought alfo 
to have ftated, that fi-ice that period France had 
hroke her exifling treaty with us ; inftead of which he 
"remarks, that to have endeavoured to have defcrihed 
all thefe changes would have been as endlefs as ufelefsy 

VOL. I. A A fince 
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lincc the Iccncs would haye been Ihifting while niuief 
dcfcription. He muft have well known that the 
LIBERAL treaty propofed by France required that we 
fhould become a party in the war^ and that tMs 
fropofiil of a new treaty arofe altogether out of the 
THEN EXISTING WAR, and was therefore no more a 
circiimftance connected with the fettled order (iff 
things^ tlian any other war meajure of the other bel- 
ligerent powers. 

" Here, in the very introduction of his Report, 
he departs altogether from the plan laid down, on 
purpote to imprefs Congrefs with a belief that France 
was difpofed to make a liberal treaty with us, when 
he knew (what Genet's publifhed inftru^ons foon 
after told us) that the fine qua non of this liberal 
treaty was our engaging in the war. 

" In fpecifying the duties impofed on our pro- 
du<5lions ly Great Britain^ the Report Hated that owt 
tobacco^ for their confumption, paid is. 3 J. fierling 
the pound, cuAom and excite, befides lieavy expenfes 
of collection ; but he negledled to ftate what he maft 
have known, that if our tobacco paid is. ^d. the to- 
bacco of all other countries paid nearly treble that 
fum, 3^. td. He was diredled * to report to Con- 
grefs the nature and extent of ihi^ privileges and re- 
ftriAions of our commercial intercourfe with other 
nations ;' yet, in relation to a very important article 
of export, he ftates the is. 3^. duty impoied on our 
produdionj and omits a duty nearly treble that fum 
impofed on ^fimilar production of all other coun- 
tries, although the very book of rates which fur- 
nifhed him with the one fadl: muft have exhibited the 
other clofe by its lidci 

*' ThxsfuppreJJioH was attempted to be juftified, 
by alleging that the higher duty on the tobacco of 
other nations was not worth noticing, becaufe Great 
Britain imported tio tobacco from any other country 
than the United States. Then the duty of is. ^d. on 

our 
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our tobacco could work no injury to us ; then it was 
improper, in the Secretary, to notice the heavy ex^ 
j>enfes of coJ/e£lion, becauie there being no competiiion 
of foreign tobacco, thefe heavy expenfes, as well as 
the duty, muft fall upon the firitifh confumer. If 
therp was no tobacco but that of the United States 
confucned in Great Britain, in that cafe the duties 
would not injure us, but the confumer ; if, on the 
contrary, there was a competition of the tobacco of 
other countries with ours, then the preference given 
to ours by the difcrimi nation of duties was fuf-^ 
iiciently important to be particularly noticed. 

** Bcfides, being diredied XoJiatefaElSj it was his 
duty to have flated this fa6t^ fo clofely conneEled with 
^hat which he \aAJlatedy and left it to Congrefs to 
*xnake the proper inferences. This omiflion is the 
more extraordinary, as in fome other parts of the 
Report, where he ftates a commercial regulation of 
jGreat Britain, which is favourable to this country, 
he endeavours to detraU from it by fome qualifica- 
tion ; thus, after mentioning an advantageous dif- 
tindlion in favour of our bar-iron, he immediately 
adds, * of which article, however^ we do not pro- 
duce enough for our own ufe* ;' a circumftance well 
known to every one, and very unneceflarily intro- 
duced. Thus, again, after having ftated that our ex- 
ports to Great Britain and her dominions were twic€ 
as great as to France and her dominions, he takes 
care to qualify this advantage, by endeavouring to 
prove that the greater part of what the former re- 
ceived from us was re-exported to other countries, 

" With this difpofition thus to qualify and difrr: 
parage every advantage, would it not have been but 
candid to qualify alio the difadvantages ; afid^ in 

* We have, notwithftanding, exported it to other countries : ia 
the year 1790, our export of iron to Great Britain amounted to 
upwards of 80,000 dolls. 

A A a iiating 



356 DISPUTE WITH 

ilating the duty of \s. 3J. on our tobacco, to have 
added, But there is nearly a treble duty on the to- 
bacco of all other countries ? 

** In dating the reflriclions on our navigation in 
Great Britain, he notices the duty of is. gj. per ton, 
ti^hich our vcfTcls pay for light and Trinity dues, more 
than is paid by Britilh (hips, except in the port of 
London ; but he omits the following material cir- 
cumftanccs : 1 il, That the extra duty which a Britilh 
fhip pays in our ports more than an American Ihip, 
is greater than the extra duty which an American 
Ihip pays in the Britifh ports more than a Britifh 
fhip. 2dly, Tliat our fhips are upon a better foot- 
ing in the ports of Great Britain than thole of any 
•ther nation ; for while they pay upon the carriage 
of feveral of their produdlions alien duties, our fhips 
,arc exempt from them. 

" In the 1 7th page he fays, * Where a nation 
inipofes high duties on our produdlions, or prohibits 
them altogether, it may be proper to do the fame 
by theirs, firft burdening or excluding thofe pro- 
ductions which they bring here in competition with 
our own of the fame kind, fele<5ting next Jicch mafiu- 
fdilures as we take from them in great eft qtiatttity, 
and which at the fame time we could the fooncft 
furnjlh to ourfclves, or oh tain from other countries, 
impofing on them duties lighter at firft, but heavier 
and heavier aftei-wardsy as other channels of fupply 
open.' He had prcvioully ftated, that Great Britain 
did impofc high duties on fome of our produ(51:rons, 
and prohibited others altogether : he afterwards 
flatcd, that Great Britain was unwilling to enter 
into any friendly arrangements with us. The pro- 
pofitionSy introduced by Mr. Madifon, of which Ci- 
tizen Fauchet feysMr. Jefferfon was the real author, 
and which were, in fa<9:, a commentary on the Re- 
port, were direSly aimed at the manufaiSlurcs d( 
Great Britain^ 
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^' Had it been true, that Great Britain had biardened 
our produdlions in the manner ftated in the Report, 
we Ihould have been warranted by jujiicey and the 
.principles o{ felf-prote^ioriy in reciprocating burdens 
on their manufadlqres, and. we Ihould have been 
warranted by policy alfo, could we have found ?i/uh- 
fiitute for them^ But inafmuch as the commercial 
iyilem of Great Britain, fo far from exhibiting thofe 
hideous features which the Report had pourtrayed, 
was found, on examination, to be at leaft as friendly 
to us as. that of any other c6untr)% the meafure was 
condemned by juftice ; and, inafmuch as we could, 
at that time, find no ^iSble Jiibjiitute for the Britilh 
manufadures, it was alio condemned by policy! 

"There could be only three fources of fupply tO' 
this country, of the manufadlures annually con- 
fumed — the United States, Great Britain, and France. 
The United States manufadlure but little. Manu- 
fadlures cannot thrive to any extent in a country like 
this. Mr'. Jefferfon, in deprecating their exiftencc 
among us, gives himfelf fufiicient reafons, in his 
JJotcs on Virginia, why they cannot profper. Expe- 
rience has fandioned his do6lrine. The cloth ma- 
nufa6lure in Connefticut, the cotton manufadlure at 
Patterfon, notwithflanding the aufpicious patronage 
under which the latter has been foftered, and various 
other attempts, have all failed; and this will univer- 
fally be the cafe, until, as Mr. Jefferfon obferves, 
men get piled up in large cities throughout America. 
But, while land is in fuch plenty, and workmen fo 
fcarce, and of courfe fo dear, in vaip fhall Govern- 
ment, unwifely, heap duty upon duty, and burden 
upon burden, on foreign manufaftures : we fhall ftill, 
for years to come, be oblifed to refort to tbem. Of 
what avail have been all the protcd^ing^dutieson cot- 
tons, on hardware, &c. &c. ? Do we find them im* 
Sorted in lefs quantities ? Let every reader look at 
is owndrefs^ and at the furniture and implements 
A A 3 with 
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>?vith which he is furrounded, and then pronounce 
what portion of them is derived from domcfiic re- 
fourccs. 

«* Mr. JefFerfon had ftated in the Report, that 
even of the rough material of bar-irortj we do not 
make enough for our own confumption. He had 
alfo dated, that while the manufadlures we imported 
from France and her dominions amounted to only 
2,068,348 dollars, thofe from Great Britain and her 
dominions amounted to 13,285,428 dollars. 

" Notwithftandingthisdifproportion, he propofes, 
that we Ihall burden or exclude thofe manufadures 
which we take in greateft quantity^ and which, at the 
fame time, we could the Iboneft fumifh to ourfelves, 
or obiainfrom other coutiiriesy impofing duties heavier 
and heavier, as other channels offupfly open : that is, 
to burden or exclude manuiadlures to the amount of 
fifteen millions of dollars, which we imported from 
Great Britain, and to truft to domeftic lupply, or a 
fupply from fome other country. He knew very well 
that we could expedl no material fubfti.tute from do- 
meflic fupply : indeed his principles in retetipn to 
domeftic manufacture, were even hqftile to fuch a 
fubftitute ; for he had flrongly deprecated the eflablifh- 
ment of manufadlures in the United States. 

** It is evident then, that, under the hypocritical 
eloak of friendfliip for domeftic manufactures, with 
the artful defign of inlifling on his fide all the artifts 
of America, and all the patrons of domeftic manu- 
fadlurc, his real objedt yi^^i^o promote andfojler the. 
languijhing manufactures of France, by an exclufion 
of thofe of Great Britain, at the expenfe of tie United 
States. If the manufadures of Great Britain had 
been excluded, according to the Secretary's plan, 
having evidently no refource at home, where were 
the importing merchants to look for fupply for their 
ciiftomers ? To France alone ^ 

Such was the Report of Jeffersoij ; fuch was its. 

obje(5l. 
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i)1)Je<9:, and fiich was the light in which it was view- 
ipd by thofe members of Congrefs who were not de- 
voted to France, Neverthelfefs, Madison revived 
his projedl of commercial difcrmination^ and, on the 
3d of January, 1794, propofed the following refo- 
lutions : — 

Refolwedy as the opinion of this Committee, that the intereft of 
the United States would be promoted by further reftridions and 
higher duties, in certain cafes, on the manufadures and navigation 
of foreign nations, employed in the commerce of the United 
States, than thofe now impofed. 

I. Re/ohedy as the opinion of this Committed, that an addi- 
tional duty ought to be laid on the following articles, manufactured ~ 
by European nations^ having no commercial trtaiy with the United 
States : 

On all articles, of which leather is the material of chief valuei 

an additional duty of per centum ad valorem. 
On all manufa^ured iron, fteel, tin, pewter, copper, brafs, or 
articles of which either ofthefe metals is the material of chief 
value, an additional duty of per centum ad valorem. 

On all articles of which potton is the material of chief value, an 

additional dufv of per centum ad valorem. 

Dn all cloths, or which wool is the material of chief yalue, where 
the eflimated value on which the duty payable is above 

an additional duty of per centum ad valorem ; 

where fuch value is below an additional duty of 

per centum ad valorem. 
Qn all cloths, of which hemp or flax is the n?at^rial of chief 
value, and of which the ettimated value on which the duty is 
payable is below an additional duty of per 

centum ad valorem. 
On all manufafhires of which (ilk is the material of chief value, 
an additional duty of per centum ad valorem. 

2. Refolvedy as the opinion of this Committee, that an additional 
.duty of per ton ought to l>e laid on the veffels belonging. 
to nations ha*ping no commercial treaty 'tvith the United States, 

3. Refohvedy as the opinion of this Committee, that the duty on 
veflcls belonging to nations having commercial treaties with the 
United States ow^l to be reduced to per ton. 

4. Refohedj as the opinion of this Committee, that where any 
nation may refuie to confider as veffels of the United Stated any 
veilels not'built within the United States, the foreigii-built veflels 
of fuch nation ought to be fubjedted to a like refufal, unlefs built 
within the United States. 

5. Rejolvedy as the opinion of this Comnpittee, that where any 
nation may refufe to admit the produce or manufactures of th« 
United States, unlefs iif veflels belopging to the United States, or 
to admit thcp in veftels of the United States, if laft imported from, 
iny pU^ce not within the United States, a like reflridion. ou|;ht^ 

A A 4 a^ ' 
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after the day of to be extended to the produce inc| 

manufadtures of iuch nntioti, and that, in the mean time, a duty 
of per ton extraordinary ought to be impofed on velTcls io 

importing any fuch produce or manufacture. 

6. Refolvedy as the opinion of this Committee, that where any 
nation may refufe to the vefiels of the United States a carriage of 
the produce or manufaftures thereof, whilft fuch produce rr ma- 
nufadures are admitted by it in its own veffels, it would be juft to 
make the reftri^ion reciprocal: but inafmuch as fuch a raeafure, 
if fuddcnly adopted, might be particularly dillretfing in cafes 
which mciitthe benevolent attention of the United States, it i$ 
expedient, for the pref. nt, thnt a tonnage extraordinary only of 
be impofed on the veflels fo employed : and that all diilil* 
led fpirits imported therein fn.ill be fubiefted to an additional 
duty of one part of the txifting duty. 

7. Refuhed^ as the opinion of this Committee, that provifion 
ought to be made for liquidating and afcertaining the lofles {uf» 
tained by citizens of the United otates, from the operation of par-. 
ticular regulations of any country contravening the law of nations, 
and that fuch lofles be reimbnrfed, in the firft inftance, out of the 
additional duties on the manufa<5lures, produ^ions, and veflels of 
the nation ellablilhing fuch unlawful regulations. 

Of thefe refolutions, which vvere*fii:ially negatived, 
I fhall only obferve, that the French Minifter 
Fduchet^ in his famous difpatch (fee vol. i. p. 279), in- 
formed the Diredlory, that Jt'ffeffon was Xhc.real 
author of them, though they were brought forward 
by Madifon. 

Events, however, foon fumiflied the French fac- 
tion with a ground for renewing their hoflility 
againft Great Britain, and with a greater profpedt of 
fucccf$ than ever. The reception of Genet by the 
people of America, his being permitted to fit out 
privateers, and to man them with Americans ; every 
thing, in fliort, feemed to forebode a junction of the 
forces of the United States to thofe of France ; to 
favour whom the proclamation of neutrality ap- 
peared, for along time, to be merely a cloak. Thefe 
appearances, though they really raifreprefented the 
views of the Federal Government, were fufficient to 
juflify a rigorous meafur^ of precaution, on the part 
of the Englifh Government, who, at the clofe of 
1793, iflued the following inftrui^ioiiS : 

I* " GEORGE 
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i' GEORGE R. 

*' Additional Inftriiclions to the Command- 
• ers of all our Ships of War and Privateers, that 
(L.S.)have or may have Letters of Marque againft 
France. 'Given at our Court at St. James^s^r 
the'6th day of November 1793, in the thirty- 
fourth year of our reign. 
" That they Ihall flop and detain all fhips ladea 
with goods, the produce of any colony belonging to 
France, or carrying provifions or other fupplies for 
the ufe of fuch colony, andfhall bring the fame, with 
their cargoes, to legal adjudication in our Courts of 
Admiralty. 

" By his Majefly's command, 

" Henry Dundas.'* 
On this order, the New Jhinual Regifter has the 
ifollowing remark : 

^^ Why this order was ifTued, or why it was revok- 
♦^ ed^ it is impojfihle to fay. The politics of Mr. Pitt 
*' are entirely of a novel fpecies, and are fo contrary 
** to thofe of all preceding ftatefmen, as to baffle, 
f' every effort' of the hijiorian to explain or comprehend 
^' them.'' 

This ignorant or malicious ^' hiftorian'' may now 
correft his error, or his mifreprefentation. This 
order, and this order alone, put an end to the man- 
ping of French privateers in American ports, which, 
had it continued, would have ruined our Weft India 
commerce and our Weft India iflands. Mr. Ham- 
MoiJD, our Minifter at Philadelphia, remonftrated 
in vain againft this breach of neutrality,. which no- 
thing but the order of Council, or fomething equally 
fsnergetic, could ever have put an end to. Soon after 
this order of Council was iflued, the United States 
Government began to adl, in eartieft, againft thofc 
who difobeyed the proclamation of neutrality. 

This order reached Philadelphia in the month of 
March, 1794. It threw the Congrefs into confufion, 
^ny of thofe, who had voted againft the refolu- 

tion^ 
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lions of Madifon, were now ready to vote for mea« 
fures iDuch more violent. Town meetings were 
called, in different parts of the country ; their in- 
flammatory refolves were circulated with indufiry, 
and read with great, and almoft general fatisfacftion, 

Before any decifive ftep was taken by the Con- 
grcfs, the following order, which was tether a miti- 
gation of that of the 6th of November, was received 
in America. 
•* Inflni<5tions to the Commanders of our Ships of 

•* War and Privateers, that have or may have Let- 

" tors of Marque againft France. Given ^t our 

** Court at St. James's the 8th of January, 1794. 

** Whereas, by a former inflruclion to the com- 
•* manders of our ftips of war and privateers, dated 
** the 6th day of November, 1793, wefignificdthat 
** they fhould Itop and detain all fhips ladpp with 
** gopds, the proQUce of any colony belonging to 
** France, or carrying provilions or other fupplies 
" for the ufe of any fuch colony, and fhpuljl bring 
** the fame with their cargoes to legal adjudication : 
** we are pleafed to revoke the faid iafiru6lipns, ana 
•* in lieu thereof, have thought fit to iflue thefe our 
" inftru<ftions, to be duly obfprved by the command- 
" ers of all our fhips of war and privateers that have 
•^* or may have letters of marque againft France. 

•' ifl. That they may bring in, for lawful adjudi- 
" cation, all veHels with their cargoes, that are 
** laden with goods, the produce of the French Weft 
" India iflands, and coming diredlly from any port 
" of the faid iflands to any part of Europe. 

" 2d. That they fhall bring in, for lawful adjudi- 
" cation, all fhips, with their cargoes, that are laden 
** with goods, the produce of the faid iflands, the 
•* property of which goods fliall- belong to fubjedls 
** of France, to whatfoever ports they may be, 
" bound. 

" 3d. That they fhall feize all fliips that Ihall 

« be 
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f ^ be found attempting to enter any port of the faid 
** iflands that is or fhall be blockadcid by the arm3 
^^ qf his Majefty or his allies, and ihall fend themir^ 
f* with their cargoes for adjudication, according to 
•* the terms of the fecqnd article of the former in- 
ff ftrudlioils, bearing date 8th of June, 1793. 

" 4th. That they Ihall feize all veffels Uden, 
f * wholly or in part, with naval or military ftores^ 
f ^ bound tq any port of the faid iflands, and fliall 
f* fend them into fome convenient port belonging to 
** his Majefty,^ in order that they, together with 
f^ their cargoes, maybe proceeded againfl according 
f * to the rules of the law of nations. 

(Signed) " H. Dundas/' 

This order had hardly made its appearance in the 
American papers, when the following (commonly 
called Lord Dorchefter's talk) came out through the 
fame channel, 

IReply of his Excellency Lord Dorchester, to the 
Indians of the feven Villages of Lower Canada, 
as Deputies from all the Nations who were at the 
General Council held at the Miami, in the Year 
1793, except the Chawauous, Miamis, and 
Jx)ups. 

^* Childken, 

" I have well confidered your words, and am 
^* now prepared to reply. 
" Children, 
*^ You have informed me that you are deputed 
" by the feven villages of Lower Canada, and by 
** all the nations of the Upper Country which fent 
" deputies ^to the General Council held at the 
" Miamis, except the Chawauous, Miamis, and 
** Loups. 

*' Children, 

*' You remind me of what pafTed at the Council 
" Fire held at Quebec juft before my lafl: departure 
*^ for England, when I promifed to reprefent their 
*' fituation and wiflies to the King their father, and 

" exprelTed 
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•* exprefled my hope that all the grievances tfccjr 
*^ co.nplained of, on the part of the United States, 
" would Toon be done away, by a juft and lafting 
•^ peace. 

** Children, 
** I reniember all very well ; I remember that 
♦* they pointed out to me the line of Icparation' 
" which they wiihed for between them and the 
♦' United States, and with which they would be 
** latisficd and make peace. 

" Children, 
•* I was in expeilation of hearing from the 
" people of the United States what was required by 
♦• them. I hoped I fhould have been able to bring 
" you together, and make you friends. 

" Children, 
" I have waited long, and lifiened with great 
" attention ; but I have not heard one word froiq 
*« them. 

** Children, 
" I flattered myfelf with the hope that the line, 
** propofed in the ycai^ 1783, to feparate us from the 
" United States, which was immediately broken by 
^^ themfelves, as foon as the peace was ligned, 
•^ would have been minded, or a new one drawn in 
« an amicable manner. Here alfo I have been dif- 
<« appointed. 

** Children, 
** Since my return, I find no appearance of a 
•* line remains ; and from the manner which the 
<< people of the States pufh on, and a6 and talk on 
«^ this fide, and from what I learn of their conduft 
*•' towards the fea, IJhall not be furpr'ifed if we are ai 
*^ ix)ar with them In the coiirfe of the prejent year \ and 
" if we are, a Ime muji then he drawn by thewatriors^ 

** Children, 
** You afk for a paflport to go to New-York : a 
<f paliport is ufeleli in peace. It appears, therefore, 

" that 
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^' that you expeft we (hall be at war with the States 
** before your return; you Ihall have a paflport, 
** that, whether peace or war, you fhall be received 
^* by the King*s warriors. 

•* Children, 
" They have dcftroyed their right of pre-erap.- 
*' tion ; therefore all their approaches towards us 
•' iince that time, and all the purchafes made, by 
•* them, I confider as an infringement on the King^s 
'* rights ; and when a line is drawn between us, be 
" it peace or war, they muft lofe all their improve- 
*' ments and houfes on our fide of it ; the people 
** muft be gone, who do not obtain leave to become 
^ the King's fuhjeSls : what belongs to the Indians 
*^ will of courfe be confirmed andfecured to them. 

** Children, 
** What further can I fay to you ? You are our 
" witnefles, thit on our part we have adled in the 
'* moft peaceable manner, and bore the language of 
^ the Vfiited States with patience ; and I believe our 
^* patience is almoft exhaufted. 

** Given under my hand at the CaftJe of St. 
" Lewis, in the city of Quebec, on the loth 
*' day of February, in the year of our Lord 

" 1794. 

(Signed) " Dorchester. 

*^ By his Excellency's command, 

(Signed) ** Heman.Witsius Ryland, 

'* Secretary/* 
The blaze, raifed by this aflemblage of com* 
buftible matter, is not to be dcfcribed by my pen. — -I. 
will infert a few articles from the newfpapers, which 
will give a better idea of the fentiments of the mafs 
of the people^ than any thing I can fay on the 
fubjc6l. 

ExtraSl I.— ** Pellow-citizens, the time was when 
'^ fuch outrages as you have recently experienced 
** from Great Britain, would have kindled a flame in 

•* your 
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** jroor bread ; when ihc infidious language of nc- 
^^ gotiation would have met your fcorn and indig- 
^' nation; and when you would have quefiioned 
'* the difintereHednets of thofe who would have 
'* ipoken of forbearance under the preflure of fuch 
'* mighty wrongs. Ye patriots of 76 ! ye heroes 
** of the late revolution ! whither are ye gone ? 
** Shall a paper fyftem hold you in bondage ? Has 
** it cxtinguiHied the generous flame which led you 
** to glory ? Has it given you poverty and wretch- 
'* edneis, that you (lumber over your wrongs? 
'* Your country calls 2 the temple which you have 
'* Creeled is in danger of being profaned by facri- 
'* legious Britons ; aroufc, then, and fupport the 
'* honour of your name, and the chafiity of liberty's 
^* goddefs, which fpeculation and tyranny have 
*^ brought into danger. 

** This is the moment, fellow-citizens, to a<5t 
*' with efFeA. iTour enemy is embarrafled ; the 
•* republican heroes of France have firuck them 
•^ with difmay, and tyranny (lands aghall. Toulon 
•^ and Alface have been your guardians ; and, under 
*• the impreflion which the defeats of the combined 
^* tyrants have given, demand a furrender of your 
^^ pdffs, and an indemnification for your lofTes.— ^ 
*' Never permit Great Britain to recover from her 
*' immediate embarraffments, before you infift upon 
*' your rights, 'rrcachery and difhonour mark her 
*^ councils and her actions ; and if you let the pre- 
^' fent opportunity efcape, the golden moments may 
*' be for ever lofl. Depend not upon her promifes, 
** for fhe promifes but to betray : but while you 
** have the means in your hands, exert them ; and 
•* you will be fuccefsful. 

** Remember the late revolution, and you will 
•* have no dread of her ; let thofe glorious achieve- 
•* ments animate you again to tread the path of 
** honour in the combat againft tyranny. The 

** manes 
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,** manes of the departed heroes of your country call 
** upon you, tlie vi<5lims of Britifli cruelty and def- 
•* potifm ; let it not be faid that they fuflfered irt 
^* vain. Never let it ftain the annals of the world, 
•^ that America fought once in defence of liberty, 
*' but that flie afterwards meanly bartered away 
" her birthright for a mefs of pottage," 

Extras II. — " The French have no other altcrna-r 
** tive, but to deftroy or be deftroyed. The gold of 
" the Emperor, Pruffia, Spain, Italy, Sardinia, Hol- 
*^ land, and, more than all, that of Great Britain^ 
*^ has corrupted all flefti that was fufceptible of 
" corruption, which obliges the incorruptible to 
" adopt amputation, as the only means of felf-pre- 
** fervation. We fhould have done the very fame, 
** had we been as hard puftied as they. Nay, we 
*^ do it daily, whenever a limb is mortified, if the 
^* reft can be preferved by the operation. I fee no- 
** thing extraordinary or unnatural in it, but the 
^^ tranfcendent combination of fuperlative villany 
** that caufes it. Are not houfes blown up to ftop a 
** conflagration ? Do not perfons in a ftarving con- 
*^ dltion caft lots who (hall die to fave the reft ? The 
" very conduct of the defpots themfelves is on the 
** lame principle ; for if they cannot deftroy repub- 
" licanifm, they well know that it will deftroy them, 
** or, what is equivalent, their defpotifm. However, 
" I expert the guillotine will make the French a 
" pretty, found, healthy body, in a little time. I 
" fliall not lament to hear George Rex and his 
" miniftry meeting witti the fame fate. The world 
" will never be at peace, depend upon it, whilft 
" there exifts a King who can make war whenever 
'' hepleafes." 

Exfraa III.—" The Tories of Philadelphia would 
" confult their own intereft extremely, by Ibme 
" greater attention to the rules of common decency. 
" If they do not, they may very foon cxpedt a general 

" f-Ji-eefing ; 
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** Jkveepwff ; a mcalurc that has been more thad 
** 0I1C12 propolVd already. Tlic infolcnce of this 
** dctpirahir fart ion can l)e exceeded by nothing bat 
^* their irrjchcry. It is certain that the iofamoai 
** inHriiflions of tlic 6(h ot November were known 
" in this city to lir'itjh agents three weeks before 
** they were known to any body elfe.^* 

iuWM\. — ** It is reported that the Britifli 
•* Minifter here has received notice fronr our Go^ 
** vernment that General Wayne (hoald have orders 
** to oppofc any armed force, of whatever nation, 
** which he mi<clit (all in with in his expedition, 
*' Thcfc ord<*rs, it is laid, arc (o be given in confi- 
•* dence of tlie truth of the account that Govcroor 
** Srmcoe has marched tl.rce companies into our 
*' territory. This ^yarning is a piece of courtefy 
** which might well be omitted, at leaft towards a 
^* nation whofe orders to plunder us were ftudibufly 
*< kept a fecret.'* 

The laft cxtra<St I fliall give is a parody on thd 
King's fpeech of the 21 It of January, 1794- This 
moft infiimous lihcl a|)pcarcd in a paper pubiiftied 
in the city of Philadelphia by one Bache, on thd 
18th of April, 1794; and, though it came out 
imder the nofe of Congrcfs, and of the Englifh 
Minifter, no notice was ever taken of it y no appeal to 
the law, no complaint ; no, nor even any animad- 
verlion in the ncwfpapers ! Great Britain had many 
fiTjants in America, but (he feemcd not to have ^ 
Wu^cfrietuL The fate, however^ of thofe who af- 
terwards became her voluntary defenders, Ihows thd 
fnuleure of thofe who flood aloof from her. 
** My Lords and Gentlemrn, 

•* The circumftances under which you are af-» 
** lernhled cequire your mofl: ferious delibefatiot). 

*' Wc are engaged in a wanton attack on \\\t 
** laws, the government, and the exiftence of a 

'* Republic 
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^^ Republic that contains twenty-feven millions of 
•* people. 

*' Every honeft man muft have obferved with 
** fatisfadtion that this diabolical combination of 
*« crowned heads has already coft England her mcr- 
I* cantile intereft, at leaft ten jhoufand lives, ten 
** millions lierling of public money, and her mer- 
" cantile intereft thirty millions fterling of bank- 
^' ruptcies. The poor rates have increafed by one 
*^ third beyond their former enormous extent, while 
** the revenues of excife and cuftoms have funk iir a 
*^ correfpondent proportion. You have been in- 
** formed by niy loving fubjedls in Scotland, that 
** within fix months after the war againft France 
** began, an hundred and fixty thoufand manu* 
*^ fadiurers, in that part of my domiriions, including 
*<* men, women, and children, were caft out of em- 
'* ployment, and reduced to infolvency, to beggary, 
** and to famine. In the fhort period of fix weeks, 
*^ twelve thoufand journeymen weavers and other 
" fubjefts of the fame rank had the honour of en- 
•* lifting in my fervice for five- pence a day in the 
** ftreets of Glafgow; They have fince enjoyed the' 
<« additional diflindlion of leaving their wives and 
** children to expire of hunger, while fome thou- 
^* fands of their own carcafles at this moment ferti- . 
** lize the vicinity of Valenciennes, of Toulon, and 
*^ of Dunkirk. A" pleafing though lefs compre- 
** henfive alacrUy for the fervice was exhibited at 
** Manchefter, where twelve hundred volunteers 

thronged around my recruiting officers in the 
** courfe of a fingle week. Numbers in this town, 
'^ as well asnn other places, have died of want. My, 
''Secretary, Mr. Dundas, has demonflrated that 
** * the late bankruptcies are only fo many teftimo- 
^' nies of the flourijhing fidte of the nation / and it 
*' muft. be admitted, that, with regard to this mark 

TOL. I. B B . *^ of 
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** of profperity, my fubjedls at prefent cclipfc aff 
** other people. 

** My ally Holland has for this time been laved, 
** by a miracle, from political renovation ; but the 
'^ Stadtbolder \b univerfally defpifed, and, as far a9 
** fuch a perfon U capable of cxcitiirg refentment, 
*^ be is almo^ univerfally hated. Two thirds of the 
** Dutch nation ligh for a revolution : they arc 
*^ folicitous for an end, but dread, the means thaP 
*^ mufi be employed to accomplijk it. Had any ciiv 
*^ cumftance been wanting to fill up the meafure of 
^* the treachery of the Houfe of Orange, the pre-' 
** fent war, fo wantonly begun, and fo wretchedly^ 
*^ conduced, affords a durable monunaent of the 
" corapletenefs of their guUt. The time cannot be 
^* diftant when the Prince and his Pruifian confbrtr 
** fhall atone upon the fcaffold for the wrongs of hie 
'^ opprefled country. 

^* As to my good ally the King of Sardinia, there 
^^ can be no dogbt that he will, for any imaginable 
" fpace of time, accept with cheerfulnefs his prefent 
'^ Britifh falary of two hundred thoufand pound? 
^^ per annuniy or any larger or fmaller fum thatjowr 
" wifdom fhall think fit for the welfare of my king- 
'^ doms to give him. 

"As to his Apoflolic Majefty, the Emperor, I 
" can have no doubt with regard to the fincerity c^ 
*' his wifhes for univerfal and abfolute domination. 
^ He is at prefent borrowing bullion, where he can 
*^ get it, at an interqfl: of eight and an half per 
" een$. The war has already cofi him two hun- 
*^ dred thoufand men ; and the treafury of Vienna 
" was exbaufted hrfore it began. His conquefJ, it 
*^ fuch it may be called,^ of Conde and Valen- 
** ciennes, is an a6t of the moft difmterefted heroifm, 
^ fince it is. well known, that he cannot on. his own 
** account pojfibly keep pojp^on of thofe towns. The 
ff inhabitants of Auflrian Flandersj who ace four 
4 V xnillions 
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M millions of people, form a body too ftubborn, too 
^* vvcll informed, and too vaft, to be cruflied by any 
"efforts which Francis can make. If tht^y were 
•^ dif^iiited in the French with the wantonnefs of 
** military ov democratical infolence, even this 
** cannot prejudice them in favour of Auflrian 
*** defpotifm. Their fubmiflion to the German ty- 
*^ rant for the prefent moment ferves only to iTiow 
•* that they are afraid of France. Were it pra(4i-* 
•* cable to reduce the whole frontier towns of the 
•^ Republic, this would afford an additional motive 
** to the Flemings for afferting their independence. 
•* in any cafe they muft and will affert it ; and the 
** impertinent and frivolous interpofition of the 
'* Coiirt of Vienna, vainly grafping at the Jhadow of 
** defHirted importa7icf\ can only tend to haflen that 
•* disjunction. They already conteil with Francis 
** about tbe nomination to public offices, while he 
^* abfufdly propofes to fupport a war by voluntary 
^* contributions from a nation that hardly conde- 
•* fcend even to diflemble their abhorrence for his 
*^ authority. The Capture of Conde, therefore, and 
•^ of other towns in the fame quarter, as it ferves to 
*^ exhauft the refources of my fellow-^confpirators, 
*^ at the fame time promotes the caufe of the great 
** republic of mankind. 

** The defeat of Wurmfer and Brunfwick upon 
" the Rhine, is a ftep in the progrefs of that ap- 
^* proaching revolution which will, ere long, reftore, 
" or rather create, the liberties of the German em- 
**pire. 

" From Toulon we have been driven with dif- 
** grace, and with fuch abruptnefs, that we durfl: 
'* not even halt long enough to burn the very fliips 
** that we had ftolen. A multitude of mifcreants, 
^ who had deferted the caufe of their country, 
'* have fuffered the juli recompenfe of their crimed. 
*^They betrayed France to us ; and we^ to prefervc 
B B A "ah 
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" an uniformity of chara<5tcr, betrayed them fo her'. 
** We have driven the Republic from her poflcflions 
*' at Newfoundland ; or, in other words, wc have 
** ruined two or three dozen of induflriotis and 
'* peaceable fiftiermen. We have thus * maintained 
** THE LUSTRE of the Brit'ifli name* It is not even 
f* impoflible that we may reduce Martinique, at an 
^* expenfe of ten times more than its value ; and 
^* there is even a chance that we may retain it till a 
*^ treaty of peace, if we fhall be able to get one. 

" Though we entered into the prefent confpiracy 
" in contradi6lion to every law human and divine, 
•* wCi like many other pious people, in a fimilar 
^' cafe, have engrafted it on the caufe of religion. 

" As we are unanimous in a hearty deteftation 
*^ of the United States of North America, formerly 
** my rebellious provinces, it is with fatisfadlion that 
'* I remind you of a malignant fever which, fome 
" months ago, fwept away five thousand inhabitants 
" of Philadelphia. Had this diforder extended arid 
•' protradled its ravages to a defirable length of 
" time, there is every reafon to hope, unckr the 
** bleffing of Divine Providence, that thefe deluded 
" people might have feen their error, and folicited 
'* readmiffion into the bofom of the Britifh conftitu- 
" tion. 

" To accelerate this propitious . event, I have, 
*' during many years, excited my allies the favages, 
*' on the frontiers of Canada, to maifacre as many 
** American white women and children as they pof* 
** libly can, 

^* I have turned the Algerines loofe on Ameri-. 
** can commerce; and I have thus incurred the 
** meannefs and guilt of piracy, without, feeling 
** the inducement of plunder, or rifing to the repu* 
*^ tation of courage. I have feized three hundred 
*^ of their vcffels in the Weft Indies ; and I learn, 
" with much fatisfadlion, that a majority of Con-^ 
rcfe confider me as the lefi of^rincuM 

^'But 
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. ^* But even if they dared to refent my legal ad^ 
^^ judicatum of their property, and acft like men, 
** ftill lefs the lofs of our American trade cannot 
^* ruin more than two or three hundred thoufand 
^* of my people. I am farther happy to learn, 
^* that the aufpicious fyftcm of excife is about to 
** be commenced in thefe United States, by a tax 
** on the manufacture of tobacco. From the 
** cffefts in England of this moft arbitrary and im- 
^* praSicahle of ail refources^ we may fafely predidt a 
** correfpondent fcene of ruin in America. 

f* Of the trials by jury, of my feditious fubje<5ls, 
f* I have ordered an epitome, in thirty-nine folio 
** volumes, to be laid before both Houfes. 

" You muft1>e fenfiblc as I am, that, in our pre- 
f * fent ftate, it feems equally impoffible to advance 
f * or retreat without difgrace and deftru<Slion. The 
f * French, befqre two years elapfe, will have a 
f 5 navy fuperior to that of Britain. The landing 
5* of a republican army in any part of my king- 
!* doms muft be fucceeded by a national bank- 
M ruptcy, a convention, a revolution, and a re- 
•* public. We muft have offended the Government 
-** of France too mortally to have the Icafl hope of 
f' pardon. 

*f Let us, therefore, in the ftyle of Tyburn, en- 
** (Jcavour to die as hard as we can : — the more mif- 
f' chief the better.'* . , 

1^*' Thofe editors of newfpapers in the United 
?* States, who have printed the fpcech of Mr. Guelph, 
?* are requeftcd, if convenient, to pubiilh the above 
f* Iketch."] 

The flaoie was occafionally fed by extraEls from 
Jjondon papers y particularly from that moft infamous 
paper the Morning Chronichy with the editor of which 
the mifcreant Bache was in clofe corret'pondence. 
Articles from the pens of Americans were firft pub- 
liilic4 iu the Chronicle, then republ\lhed in Ame- 
B B 3 rica; 



37^ DISPUTE WITH 

riia ; and, not unfreqnently, thefe articles wcreftnl 
from America for publication. Bache was noto- 
rioiin; in (he pay of' Fninre; and thus we fee the 
fouicc as wi'li ay the channel of thefe libi-ls. I hero 
infcrt an article from the Morning Chronicle^ of the 
7th January, 1794, which was copied intoBACBLS 
paper of the 9th of April of the fame year : 

On the Prohabiliiy of a War with the Untied States, 

" Sir, 
** Whatever efFe<9: the prefent violation o{ the 
** freedom of the American commerce may have 
** on \\\e. temper of Congrefs, it is certain, that 
<' tlie citizens of the United States have been dif- 
*' poi'ed to live in peace with all the world ; that 
** they were fo difpofed towards England four 
^* months ago, is unqueflionably proved by .their 
** Declaration of Neutrality^ univerfally approved of, 
** and made by their Prelident George Wafhington, 
** without any diplomatic application, immediately 
^* on hearing that England had taken a decifivc 
*^ part in the confederacy of the Kings of Europe, 
*« in whi-^h it now feems that the Emperor of Mo- 
** rocco as heartily concurs againft the people of 
•* France; but whether their difpolition to peace 
*' will fecure to them the enjoyment of it, may be 
*^ doubtful to thofe who refledl on the crooked 
'^ policy of courts ; for though their declaration 
*^ may have given much fatisfaAion to the mercan- 
" tile part of the kingdom, who are interefted more 
" than ever on account of their commercial diftrefles 
*^ at home and embarraflments abroad, in the unin-" 
<* tcrrupted continuance of their beneficial trade to. 
^* America, it is poflible that the Minifter, who 
<* apparently pays lefs attention to commerce, and 
^^ even to revenue, than to the maflTacre of every 
*' Frenchman^ will puf fue fuqh projed^s, if he has 

^« not 
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'* not already done it, as to make it neceflary for 
'^ them, in order to fupport their independency, as 
** well as their commerce, to take an adive part in 
'* the dreadful fcene now exhibiting in Europe. 

** This difpofition in the citizens of the United 
^^ States refults from a convi6lion that nothing ii 
'* wanting to their happinefs but, to continue in 
'* peace, under their excellent laws and govern- 
** ment ; laws founded on the equality of rights, 
'^ and governments adminiflered by the economy 
" of republicanifm. As friends of humanity, fo 
'* far from rejoicing in the horrors of war, in any 
^' part of the world, they deprecate them wherever 
*^ they may appear, however the folly and wicked- 
^^ nefs of thofe who enter into them may ferve their 
*• commercial interefts for a time. Having felt itd 
^* fury in almoft its unlimited ftate, they have ex- 
** perifcnced enough of its cruelties to know, that it 
** ihouldnot be wantonly and unneceiranly entered 
^^ into ; and, as citizens, who have an intereit in 
^* the freedom and virtue of their governments, 
** they are as anxious to avoid the crimes and mi- 
^^ feries of war, as the fubjecls of monarchies, who, 
** in this age, being taught to glory in the crimes, 
*? and made to fubfift on the miferies of war, arc 
^* eager to ru(h into them, 

** Had the United States been otherwife difpofed, 
^^ tlijcy \yould, long fince, have demanded, in a 
^' peremptory manner, as England would have 
** done in a like cafe, the lurrcndcr of the back 
f^ countries, and the pofts conflru6led thereon, 
^^ agreeably to the treaty maJe between the two 
•* nations : /hey would have ifijijlcd on the immediate 
^* Jiipulated paymmt for the negroes ami other properly 
** taken away from their pUmtaftons by the Britifh com^ 
'* manders ; they woiucl have diplomatically remunjtrated 
'* againjt the meafures whichy they are convinctd^ have 
'* btm mad4 ufi of tojiir up thej^va^ps agamjt thetfi 
B B 4 " /y 
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^' ty Bmvl/s and oihers, culimg t haU A:£s ^o* ^ 

" England \ ihefflfi/h Hfiem vckuk Greai BrOaiMhii 
** auopied m her IVeft Indian commerce zv^idd krot 
^* hten aw fly retaluiUd\ the JeisMre cf the FroA 
'^ iflands^ nvhuh the United States krve gmaroMtud 
^' to Ftance^ would have been rejenied : amd ihe ddef 
^* of the courts of law^ amounting^ they thsnk^ to i 
** dental of jujlut ^ in determining their legal claims v^ 
*' Hrittjh Jubjecls^ would have been nationally cm- 
** fLsnedoJ, and nationally corrcffed by means fnUjf m 
** tlieir power. 

*• The United States, not having yet folemDiy dc- 
•* nianded rcdrefs of thofe grievances, which no one 
'• can deny would have routed the fpirit orEngliih- 
** men with far more reafon than did the affairs of 
** Nootka Sound or Oczakow, proves their difpofition 
'* to live on an amicable footing with this country. 

** How long, however, thecitizens of America nuyh 
•* able to aQ with this for bearance^camiot now be deter* 
•* mined ; the Minifter of England feems to be Irying 
** their patience to the utmofl:, as Ihall be fhown, 
** with your leave, Sir, in another addrefs/' 

1 his falfe and impudent ftatement, having been 
made ufe of to gull the filly people of England, was, 
as wc have feen, next played off upon thofe of Ame- 
rica ; and thus thefe hireling printers bandied back- 
wards and forward the means of deception, and of 
ferving their mafters. 

The Congrefs itfelf appeared to be the dupe of 
thefe wretched underfirappers of France ; for it very 
foon affumcd the language, and entered into all the 
views, even in detail, of the Morning Chronicle. 
But the people, that is to fay, thenoify part of them; 
carried their violence to even a ridiculous extreme.' 
They bawled, they remonfirated, they curfed, they 
were dancing mad. 

The Congrefs, who were now obliged to ^Q/ome- 
thing, refolved to lay an embargo. On the a7th of 

Marcl^ 
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March they pafled a law for prohibiting all tradj^' 
from the United States to any foreign port or place 
for a term not exceeding thirty d^ys ; and authorizing 
the Prcfident of thp United States to give the ne- 
ceflary diredlions to the officers of the revenue, to 
carry this refolution into efFe6l. 

The duration of the embargo was afterwards lengthr 
ened ; and when the Houfes broke up in June, they 
fcm powered the Prelidedt to continue the embargo, 
from time to time, as long as he Ihould judge it ex- 
pedient. 

In the mean time the French faction were bufy in 
obtaining remonfl ranees againfi the forbearance of the 
Government^ 'uo'ith refpe6i to Great Britain. The town 
meetings were in continual feffion. The whole coun- 
try rang with execrations againft England, whofe 
friends dared not openly efpoufe her caufe. There 
was no more liberty of the prefs in Philadelphia, than 
there was in Paris, unlefs it were employed in abu- 
iing England, her King and her Government ^. 

Thus backed, the French faftion might eafily have 
carried the refolutions propofed by Madifon ; but thefe 
would not now fatisfy them. Mere commercial difcri^ 
mhiations againft England were nothings whea they 
thought they fhould be able to procure a declaration 
of war againft her in a few weeks. They were too 
fanguine. Their eagernefs defeated their projedt. 

Th^firft hoftile meafure was propofed on the 27th 
of March, by Dayton, in the Houfe of Reprefent- 
atives, who brought forward a x^i^AxiXiovi for fequef- 

* In reviving the circumftances of the rebel war, truth now and 
fhen made its appearance. In one iniiance it came out in the form 
fl an epigram, thus : 

^ ** When mighty CiEsAR triumphs o'er his foes, 

*' Three words concife his gallant aAs dilclofe ; 
** But Howe, more brief, compriies his in one^ 
f And vidif fells us all that he has done." 

trating 
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framing all BrUiJk property *. This debate I fhall in* 
fcrt at Ibme length. 

♦* In Committee of the whole on the following Re* 
folutions, propofed by Mr. Dayton ; 
*' Resolved, 

'^ That provilion ought to be made by law for the 
fequeftration of all the debts due from the citizens of 
the United States to the fubjeiSl^ of the King of 
Great Britain. 

" Resolved, 

•* That provifion ought in like manner \o be 
made for fecuringthe payment of all fuch debts into 
the trcafury of the United States, there to be held as 
ai pledge for the indemnification of fuch of the citi- 
xens of the faid States as fhall have fufFcred from the 
ihips of war, privateers, or from any perfon or de* 
fcription of perfons adding' under the commiflion or 
authority of (he Britifh King, in contravention of 
the laws of nations, and in violation of the rights of 
Dculrality. 

" Mr. Daytov firft rofe in fupport of his propofi- 
tions. When he brought (hem forward, he did not 
accompany them with many obfervations, becaufe hf? 
was then labouring under indifpofition. The fame 
caufe would render him very concifc now. 

* Fahricated news was always a potent engine with the French 
fci£kion, who, when they wiihcd to carry any point of importance, 
never failed to contrive that fuch news (liould conoe as would make 
the people .believe that Great Britain was upon the brink of de- 
ftruftion* Accordingly, jiift at the time that Dayton brought for- 
ward his fwindiing refohition, the following artick appeared in th« 
Bewfpapers r 

' " A veiTelis arrived at Norfolk from Falmouth, biinging an ao» 
** count of a naval engagement between the French aad EngUfli, 
" in which the former were viftorious, with the total iofs of two 
^ veflels, after Jinking eight of the enemy^sJ^ 

To Ipeak within compafs, ten thoufand lies, full as glaring as 
this» were circulated through the Aii^ericaa papers in the courfe of 
the three firfl years of the war* 

'' ThQ 
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' " The injuries and infults we have fufFered from 
Great Britain, he conceived, need not be dwelt upon ; 
they are well known ; and it is univcrfally acknow- 
ledg<'d, that we ought to adopt fuch meafures as 
would fcreen us from a repetition of them, and fecure 
to us rcparationt The refolutions he had brougl^ 
forward he intended as part of that fyftem of defence 
and prefervation, other portions of which had al* ' 
ready received the fandion of the Houfe. Thefe re^ 
folutions, he conceived, would not be the leaft e£^ 
iicient part of that fyftem. 

" He believed that when the conduA of Great 
Britain is reviewed, it would be found that it is treat- 
ing iheir fubjedh with great lenity to fpeak of fequef* 
tration only; we (hould be warranted in confifcating; 
for they have fubjedled our property to condemna- 
tion, without an appearance of an intention to in^ 
demnify. 

** As to reftitution of the property of which we . 
have been plundered on the high feas, it is impoffible. 
It is condemned, fold, and fcattered, and no hope 
can be entertained that they intend to indemnify our 
fufFering citizens. If it had been their intention to 
indemnify, their court, in explanation of the inftruc«» 
tions of the 6th of November, would not have given 
orders to condemn veflels detained in fufpenfe in the 
Weft Indies until that elucidation was received. 

" Since, then, reliitutioh is impoflible, and not a 
(hadow of hope exifts that indemnification will be 
granted, we have only to determine whether we Ihall 
give up the property of which we have been plun- 
dered, or claim it with effed ; claim it, and enforce 
the claim, by fliowing that we have the means of 
retaliation within our power. 

*^ After the proceedings of the Britifti towards us, 
he believed we ihould have been warranted in con- 
^fcating the property now propofed to be fequeftered, 
without negotiation. This would have been me- 
ting 
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ting to them as they meted to us. If fcqueflration is 
huilility, as he had heard it called, what, heafked, 
is condemnation ? Befides, they have impreffed 
American citizens into their fervice. We have rea- 
fon to believe, he concluded by remarking, from the 
segotiallon of our Minifler with Lord GrenviHe, 
from private information on the table, of Congrefs, 
and from the condu(St of fome of their officers high ia 
command, that to make war on us is part of theif 
fyftcra. 

** Mr. Samuel Smith (aid he always had wiflied 
for pcacCy as the firit deiidcratum. With this view, 
agreeable to the wife recommendation of the Prefi- 
dent, he agreed to thofe meafures calculated to put 
the country in a pofture of defence. This was the 
bcft mode of fecuring peace. With the fame view 
he propofcd an embargo to be laid> which would 
have drawn to our ports the remainder of our mari- 
time pxoffeffipns, and have left them no longer with- 
in the grafp of a nation whofe only rule of right is 
the meafureof her power. He ftill wiihed, as long 
as a ftiadow of hope exifts, to fecure the bleffings of 
peace. With -the refolutions now offered, he was. 
,of opinion that we might yet have peace ; but with- 
out them we Aall certainly have war. They will 
arreft twenty millions of ^dollars in our hands^ as a 
fund to rcimburfe the three or four millions which 
we have beep flript of by that piratical nation Great 
Britain, according to the inftruftion of that King of 
fca-robbers, that Leviathan which aimsatfwallowing 
all that floats on the oceaq, that roonfter whofe only 
law is power, and who neither refpe6ls the rights of 
nations nor the property of individuals. This cha- 
ra6lcr the nation he had mentioned had long delerv- 
ed; many proofs might be cited in fupport of the 
aflcrtipn ; he would only refer to their condu6l at St, 
Euilatia, when they robbed their allies the Dutch, 
aud their Gcncr^l$ and Admirals turned veudue^roaCT 

ter& 



GREAT BRITAIN. 3J1 

tefs, and condui^ed the plundering, to col left re- 
Wards for their exploits. Is it from fuch a nation, he 
alked, that 'we are to hope for juflice ? They know 
not what juflice is. It is faid, that they fhowed their 
love of juflice, when they fo liberally compenfated 
the Tories after their war with us. Though they de- 
fpiie traitors, yet felf-interefl: will lead them to reward 
the treachery, to encourage a principle which may 
again be ufeful^tothem : felf-intereft then, and not 
juflice, adtuated them on that, as on every other oc- 
calion, 

** Let us pafs the refolutions, then fend an Envoy 
to Great Britain, and we fhall have peace. We fliall 
then be able to fpeak to them of their intdreft. But 
if war fliould be the inevitable iffue, Americans, he 
was fure, would meet it like men, rather than fub- 
Biit to infult, and fufFer the honour of the country 
to be proftrated. If we were able, while in infancy 
as a nation, to aflTert our rights, will it be faid, that 
now. we have arrived at a fiate of manhood we fhall 
fear them ? No ! Our young men burn for an op- 
portunity to defend the liberty, rights, and property 
of their country. They will ftep out as one, and 
meet the event like men* 

" He read a quotation from Vatbl, to (how that a 
nation Jjas a right to pay her citizens for loffes inflict- 
ed by another nation contrary to right, by confifcat- 
ing the property belonging to the citizens of that na- 
tion. The tie of interefl, he concluded by remark- 
ing, is the ftrongefl tie we have upon Great Britain. 
Let us pafs 4he refolution, and that nation will never 
again give us caufe to pafs a limilar one. The peo- 
ple out of doors will fay that we have done right. 
The nations of Europe will rejoice to fee this power 
which is committing depredations on all nations, 
humbled. The refolutions, he obferved, do not re-^ 
gard the property in the funds : to touch this is not 

one 
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one of the mean.^ of retaliatioi: warranted W the W 
of nations : public contracts ihould be facred. 

" Mr. BouDiNOT faid he had not intended to 
take part in the debate at this early Aageof it : but 
what had fallen from the member lad up, convinced 
him that thi- Houfe fhould not go into a confideration 
of the fubje(ft at this time. It tliould be confidered 
with coohiefsy and all pailions put out of the quef^ 
tion. 

** No doubt we have t right to make rcprifals, a^ 
the I^giflature has a right to declare war; but he 
doubted whether the United States, in their prefent 
Htuation, would find it their intereft to go into fuch 
meafures. The authority read from Vatel. by thd^ 
member laft up, he obferved, made agai.nfl that 
member's opinion. Vatkl exprefsly fays, that re- 
prifals fhould not be made on property intrufled to 
public faith. The debts of Britifh fubje6ls here are 
in that predicament. He had heard that Gentlematf 
not long fince with pleafure expatiate with warmth 
on the advantages of credit efpecially to this country^ 
Should that credit be deftroyed, he afked, by de- 
flroying the confidence of foreigners in our faith ? 
But even if this retaliation be lawful, will it be the 
intereft of the citizens, or rather of the Government, 
to take fuch a flep at the prefent time ? We have na 
doubt been cruelly treated ; but have we made pro- 
pet application for redrefs, and received an anfwer ? 
We fhould firfl fend a fpecial Envoy, and infift ort 
an immediate anfwer : this would be the mode of fe- 
curing peace, atleafi: it offers the befl chance of fe- 
curing it. 

** The aggreflions on our commerce made by 
Great Britain are, no doubt, enough to roufe any 
American's feelings ; but the Legiflature ought not to 
be fwayed by paflion, they fhould difcufs the fubjedt 
calmly and deliberately. He hope4 the Committer 
KVduld rife, and allow time, at leaft to tak^ the necef- 

fary 
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fary meaiurcs of defence ; for could the Legiflature 
juftify to their conftituents this ftep of retahation, 
fliould immediate hoflilitics, warlike hoflilities, be 
the confequence ? To juftify a meafufe of this kind, 
time {hould be given for the defenlive fyftem adopted 
to be carried into operation. 

*' Mr. Mercer next fpoke^ He owned the raca- 
furcspropofcd appeared tofcinri great and momentous^ 
and, had he any powers of declamation, he Ihould 
think it improper to give loofe to them on a queftiod, 
of this kind. We Ihould weigh well our intereft^ 
examine carefully the fituation in which we ftand, 
and determine calmly where we fhall place our next 
ftep. The propofition is to arreft, not confifcate, the 
debts du(* to Britilh fubjedls. From his recollection 
of the politions eftabliihed by the heft jurifprudential 
writers, no doubt remained in his mind that \^e have 
a clear right to fecure to ourfelves reparation in that 
way ; and in our predicament, confifcation eve^ 
would be warranted, and be a point as firmly efta- 
bliflied as any principle which hasTthe general prac- 
tice of nations for a bafis. One of the lateft, Bin^ 
kcrfhoek, is of opinion that debts are property as well- 
as any thing elfe, and fees.no reafon why they fhould 
not as well as other kinds, of property be feized 
to lecure indemnity for injuries. This is the opinion 
of Wolfius, of Vatel, Grotius, and of his com- 
mentator. He could go on, he 6id, with a long lift 
of authorities, and refer to actual treaties to ftiow 
that it has been the pradtice of nations. Having efta- 
bliihed the right, he proceeded to confider the ex- 
pediency of the propofitions. Gentlemen, he hoped, 
did not wifhthat we fhould make a folemn declara- 
tion of war before we adled* This is no longer the 
cuftom among nations ; it would be a pompous dif* 
play of candour which no longer exifls. Has any 
nation in the prefent European war premifed their 
operations by a declaratLoa ? No i their &rCt ftep 
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^as to do all the injury in their power to tfieir enc^ 
mics. Then we, having taken what fteps will beft 
tend to our fecurity, and gtre us the befl hold of our 
enemy, let us not, however, lofe fight of a fettle- 
ment by negotiation ; let us fhow mankind that peace 
is our firft wi(h. 

** When we are thus prepared, let us ftep for- 
ward to an amicable negotiation ; let us call on the 
Executive to lend forward fome proper perlbn to tlie 
Court of Great Britain, to affure them that we have 
a high fenfe of the injury done us, that we have 
it in our power to refent itj but wifh to fee the dif- 
ference fettled by receiving an indemnification. We 
fhall thus make it their intercft as well as duty to 
allow it. 

" This he conceived to be the line a( c6ndu6l we 
ihould. adopt if we wifhed topreferve the weftern he- 
mifphere from the fcourges that defolate the old 
world. By fome fuch meafure as that propofed we 
ihould make their motives for peace more weighty, 
and we ftiould give aflurances of our amicable dif^ 
pofition, by Ihowing that all wewifti is a jufl: com- 
* penfation. 

'^ In a bufinefs of this kind he was fenfiblc of the 
danger of precipitation ; the beft mode of arrefling 
the properly propofed, Ihould be calmly weighed. 
He l>elreved that fomething like the propolitioTi made 
by Mr. Smith (S. C), before the Houfe refolved it- 
fe^finto a Committee, a flop to all transfers of Bri- 
tifti property, would be proper as a preliminary 
flep. 

*^ He concluded with fome obiervations on the 
Telpeft which nations, however weak, will conimand 
from their fuperiors in flrength by (bowing that they 
will not fufFer impofition, by joining heart and hand- 
in defence of their rights. This fpirit^ he was fure^> 
animates Americans, and now their power is better 
able to keep pace with that fpirit than when we bmm- 
hled that nation. At that time we were in bur in- 
fancy. 
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fency, ah infancy by no means thriving under the 
trammels of the mother-country: and when they 
turned us jadrift, and began their hoftile fpoliations, 
th^y carried with them all our means of defence ; 
but now, thank Providence, we have fpirit and 
power to defend purfelves. If the Gentleman from 
South Carolina, he faid, would modify his propo- 
sition, and make the term thirty days, it fhould have 
his aflent in preference to that now before the Com- 
inittee. 

** Mr. William Smith (aid, that the propoli- 
iion he had re^d. before the Houfe went into Com- 

• mittee, was in the nature of an embargo on debts, 
ifecuring them from transfer until the neceflity of fc- 
queflering thiem more plainly appeared; The pro- 
pofition did not then appear to meet the wiflies of 
the Houfe. When the Committee fliould rife, then, 
he iaid, he would again bring it forward. The 
queftipn now before the, Committee is, whether they 
ihould agree to a fequeftration of Britifli debts. He 
wifhed this obje6l had not been coupled with the in- 
demnification to our own citizens, becaufeit is fairer 
to decide each quejftion upon its own merits. That 
part of the refolutions which conteniplates an indem- 
nification may give a vyeight tq the firft part, which 
it might not intrinfically deferve* 

* ' He made fome obfervations on the propriety of 
cool deliberation on the prefent important fubjedb. 
The paflions fliould be baniifhed, and calm reafoa 
more than ever courted. It requires all the wifdom 
of the Icgiflative body now to combine our national 
honour with our national fafcty* He had doubts on 
the propriety of the refolutions propofed, but acknow- 
ledged that the arguments ufed in their favour had 
great weight in his mind. If the fituation of this 

. country be compared with that of other qommercial 

nations, the propriety of fonaethlng like the prefent 

i?efol«tions would appear more evident. When other 

VOL, I. cc Gom' 
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commercial nations wilh to quarrel with us, their navy 
enables them to feize our velFels, and we cannot reta- 
liate in the fame way. Then we muft fly to fuch 
means of retaliation as arc in our power. If they 
take our property of one defcription, and we cannot 
lay our hands upon the fame kind, we mufl take 
any of theirs within our reach. This reafoning has, 
no doubt, great force ; but the facrednefs with which 
the modern ufage of nations has (hieldcd debts, is a 
great bar to our proceeding in the prcfent cafe. Con- 
trails between individuals are now confidered as out 
of the reach of Governments, and it is the modern 
ufage not to meddle with them. In the beginning 
of our late war debts were not confifcated. The 
State of South Carolina, though certainly not want- 
ing provocation, while confifcating all other pro- 
perty, left debts untouched, under the idea that pri- 
vate contracts are facred. 

*« All this, in a cafe of war and urgent neceflity, 
might be overlooked : but if we are not in a flateof 
war, perhaps meddling with private cohtrads might 
provoke it. Credit is certainly important to this 
country ; we fhould confider how far the operation of 
the rcfolutions propofed, would give a (hock to it. 
Befides, they might have a tendency to involve us in 
future wars. We fhall yet long be under the necef- 
iity of receiving certain fupplies from Europe, and 
Ihall have debtors among us, for thofe fupplies. 
Thefe debtors may at any time, when the burden 
weighs heavy, think of eafing it, by fomenting dif- 
fenfions with the foreign creditor nation, in expecta- 
tion that a confifcation of the debts may be an efFefl. 
It is true, that in fuch a cafe they will not be exone- 
rated ; but it cannot be fuppofed that the Government 
to whom the debts would be transferred, could pro- 
^ fecute the recovery of them, with as much ardour as 
an individual. 

•^ The 
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• *' The Gentleman laft up had relied on the autho- 
rity of ancient and foreign jurifprudifls. Some among 
this clafs of writers, warrant putting prifoners to 
death ; a principle which modern cuftom had put a 
riop to. They atfo, it is true, warrant the con- 
fifcation of debts; but Burlamaqui fays, this is not 
the pradlice of modern nations. None, or very fe^f 
trifling examples can be cited, he believed, of a de^ 
parture from this principle in modern times, among 
nations where commerce is cherifhed. This country 
depends on commerce, and credit is one of the means 
by which it flourifhes; we fliould, then, not endc^- 
Vour to weaken it. 

** If we are once over the barrier, by trifling e^c- 
lenfions of the principle^ we may be carried to im- 
inoderate lengths indeed. Some perfdns who were 
in favour of fequeflering private debts, fpoke with 
horror of touching the public funds; for his part, 
lie did not fee much difference between confifcating 
private or public debts ; the obje6t is the injury of an 
enemy, and to retaliate for injuries. Again, if wc 
go to war with Great Britain, it is probable we fliall 
be involved with her allies : then will it be faid, that 
We fliall confifcate what the Dutch lent us, at a 
time of diflrefs or fince the peace ? The Dutch have 
bought largely in our funds t the fame principle will 
lead us to lay our hands upon that property. It will 
be difiicult to draw a line, if we admit the prin- 
ciple. 

" Under thefe impreflSons, if called upon to give 
his vote, he fliould now feel, he faid, much embar- 
faflfment. It had been faid, that the adoption of 
the prefcnt refolution would be a mean of oblig- 
ing Great Britain to dp us jufljce ; that it would 
drike a terror among the fubjefts of that country, 
and make them clamorous for peace. It might, he 
feared, have a very different effedl, exafperate them, 
and unite the peopL^.with the Government againfl^ us* 

c c 2 Some 
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Some further forbearance on our part, may fepai^aW 
them : it will convince the people of Great Britain^ 
that we really wifh for peace \ and then if war is the 
iflue, the impreflion will be fcvcrely felt by that Go- 
vernment. We (hall render the Adminiftrationvery 
unpopular, and haften its difmiflion, for one more 
friendly to this country. He was of opinion, this 
crilis was fad approaching. 

** He concluded by again adverting to his propo- 
fitions for preventing the transfer of Britifli debts, 
which he hoped would be confidered as a fufficient 
provifion in the prefent exigency, and would give 
time to deliberate on further meafures, and to watch 
the courfc of events in Europe, which he believed 
would have great influence upon the condu6l of 
Great Britain towards us, and probably bring forward 
the change in ihe AJminiftration of Great Britain ! ! ! 

This refolution was carried by a great majority ia 
the Lower Houfe; but it having been rejecfled by the 
Senate, a meafure ftili more violent was propofed 
by the Reprefentatives. 

Clarke, of New-Jerfey, moved a refolution ia 
thcle terms : 

" Resolved, 

'^ That until the Government of Great Britain 
'^ (hall caufe reflitution to be made for all loflTesand 
** damages fuftaincd by the citizens of the United 
" States from armed veflTels, or from any perfon of 
<* perfons a<Sling under commiflion or authority of 
*^ the Britifti King, contrary to the laws of nations, 
" and in violation of the rights of neutrality * and 
*^ alfo until all the pofts now held and detained by 
" the King of Great Britain, within the territories 
*^ of the United States, fhall be furrendered and 
" given up, all commercial intercourfe between the 
" citizens of the United States, and the fubjedls of 
^^ the King of Great Britain, to far as the fame refpedls 
" articles of the growth or manufadures of Great 

" JBritaia 
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^^ Britain or Ireland, fliall be prohibited: provided 
** fqch prohibition ihall not extend to veflels or 
** their cargoes arriving in any of the ports of the 
*' United States before the day of 
^' pext." 

This refolution embraced the old difpute, as well 
as the new one, and wquld have amounted, indeed, 
if it had paflTed into a law, to a declaration of war 
agaipft England, which tfie Prclident and Senate ' 
were refolved not to lancftion. It vyas, however, 
become abfolutely neceifary for the Executive to 
take part with the Reprefentatives, or to put a flop 
to their violent proceedings, which were daily gain- 
ing partifans to the caufe of France. 

Thefirft thing the Prefident did was to lay before 
the two Houfes a Report on the infults and injuries 
which America had reccivecl from a/l the belligerent 
pations. 

^REPORT, 
Sir, 
In your meflage to both Houfes of Congrefs, oq 
the 5th of December, 1793, you inform them, that 
*^ The vexations and fpoliations, underftood to have 
been committed on our veflels and commerce, by the 
cruifcrs and officers of fome of the belligerent 
powers, appeared to require attention :" that " the 
proofs of thefe, however, not having been brought 
forward, the defcription of citizens, fuppofed to have 
fufFered, were notified, that, on furniftiing them to 
the Executive, due meafures would be taken to ob- 
tain redrcfs of the paft, and moreefFedtual provifions 
againft the future;*^ ^nd that, '^ fhould fuch docu- 
inents be furnifhed,^ proper reprefentations will b^ 
piade thereon, with a juft reliance on a redrefs pro- 
portioned to the exigency of the cafe." 

On my fucceffion to the Department of State, I 
found a large volume of complaints, which the noti- 
^cation had collected!, againft fcvtrities on or 

c 3 *r? 
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trade, varions in th -ir kind and degree. Having 
reafon to | r^flume, as the faft has proved, that every 
day would increafe the catalogue, I have waited to 
. digt'fl the mafs, until time fhoiild have been allowed 
for exhibiting the diverfified forms in which our 
commerre has hourly fufFered. Every informatipn is 
at length obtained, which may be expedVed. 

The fen rations excited by the embarraffments, 
danger, and even ruin, which threatened our trade, 
cannot be better exprefled, than in the words of the 
Committee of Philadelphia. After enumerating 
particular inftances of injury, their reprefentation to 
Government proceeds thus : ** On thefe cafes, which 
are accompanied by the legal proofs, the Committee 
think it unneceflary to enlarge, as the inference will, 
of courfe, occur to the Secretary ; but they beg 
leave to be permitted to ftate other circumftances, 
which, though not in legal proof, are either of fuch 
public notoriety, as to render legal proof unner 
ccflary, or fo vouched to the Committee as to leave 
them in no doubt of the truth of them. 

'^ It has become a praflice for many of the priva- 
teers of the belligerent powers, to fend into port all 
American veflels they meet with, bound from atiy I 
of the French ports in the Weft Indies, to the United ] 
States ; and it is politively aflerted, that the ownct^^ 
of fome of them have given general inftrudlioris t^ 
their captains to that effetfl: : and though many O^ 
thofe veffels have been afterwards liberated, yet tb^ 
lofs by plunder, detention, and expenfe, is fo gre^ • 
as to render it ruinous to the American owner. If^ 
many cafes, where the cargoes have been valuabler^ 
the owners of the privateers, after acquittal, hav^ 
lodged appeals which they never intended to pro-r 
icrute, but merely with a view of getting the pro^ 
perty into their hands upon a valuation made fo un- 
fairly, as to enfurc them a confiderable profit, even 
if they Ihould be finally made liable. 

** Fourteen 
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*^ Fourteen days only are allowed to an American 
owner to make his claim, which renders it impoifible' 
for him, except he is on thefpot ; and every difficulty 
which a combination of intcrefted perfons can de- 
vife, is thrown in the way, to prevent his getting fe- 
curity ; and in few inftances can it be done, but by 
making over his veflel and fcargo to the fecurities, 
and thereby fubjedling himfelf to the heavy addi-r 
tional charge of commiffion, enfurance, &c. It may 
be added, that the moll barefaced bribery is fome- 
times pra61ifed to prevail on unwary boys, or thofc 
who know little of the obligations of an oath, to in- 
duce them to give teflimony in favour of the captors, 

** Befide the cafes here enumerated, the Com- 
mittee have information of a number of veffels be-: 
longing to this port, being captured and carried into 
different ports ; but as the legal proofs are not come 
forward, they forbear to mention them. 

** It is proper, however, for them to add, that, 
belides the lofs of property occafioned by thpfe un- 
juft captures and detentions, the mafters and crevys 
of the veffels are frequently fubjedled to infults and 
outrages, that muft be fhocking to Americans. Of 
this, the cafe of Captain Wallace is, an inftance.-»- 
There are others within the knowledge of the Com- 
mittee, of which they only wait the legal proof, to 
lay them before the Secretary. 

" To this lift of grievances, the Committee are 
forry to find it their duty to add, that by realbn of 
the vexatioUy lofs, and outrages fufFered bytlje 
merchants of the United States, its commerce al- 
ready begins to languifti, and its products are likely 
to be left upon the hands of thofe who raife them. 
Prudent men doubt the propriety of hazarding their 
property, when they find that the flridelt conformity 
with the lavys o.f nations, or of their own country;, 
will not protedlthem from the ra|>icity of men, ^h 
fire neither reftrained by the prin iples of hoaoi 
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nor by laws fufficicntly coercive to give iecurity te 
thofc who are not fubjedls of the fame government. 

*• The Committee conclude this reprclentation, 
with an aflurance, that they have, in no degree, ex- 
aggerated in the ftatement. They will continue to 
communicate all fuch information as they can further 
receive ; of which nature, before the clofing of this 
Report, they are forry to add, is that of the irruptions 
of the Algerines from the Mediterranean, in confe- 
quence of a truce concluded with that Regency, it 
is faid, by the Britifh Miniftcr, on behalf of Portugal 
and Holland. This alarming event, to which fome 
American fhips, we hear, have already become vic- 
tims, isof fo diftrefling a nature, as muft foon de- 
prive us of fome of the moft lucrative branches of 
our commerce, if not fpeedily checked or prevented. 
The immediate rife it has produced in enfurance, and 
the fears it may inflil into ourfcamen and command- 
ers, are of a nature highly deferving thefcrious con- 
iideration of Government, on whofe pfotedlion and 
zeal for the interefts, commercial and agricultural, 
of the country, the Committee implicitly rely." 

In a fupplcmentary letter, the Committee of Phi- 
ladelphia made this conclufion, *' that the cafe§ 
which they recite, and others lefs formally announ- 
ced, ferve to fliow, that there are frequent inftances 
of fuppreflion of papers, regiflers, &c. very prejudi- 
cial to our fhipping on their trials, and of injuries by 
the deftru6tion of letters, to the general corrcfp.ondi- 
ence of the country with foreign nations.*' 

When we examine the documents, which have, 
been tranfmitted from different parts of the Union, 
we find theBritifh,the.French, theSparxiiards, andthe 
Dutch, charged with attacks upon our commerce. 

It is urged againft the Britifh, 

J. That their privateers plunder the American 
veffels, throw them out of their courfe, by forcing 
them, upon groundlefs fufpicion, into ports ot^T 
than thofe to which they were deftined, detain them 
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cyen after the hope of a regular confiication is aban^ 
doned by their negligence, while they hold the pof- 
feffion, expofe the cargoes to damage, and the veflel^ 
to deftru6tion, and maltreat their crews. 

2. That Britifh Ihips of war h«^ve forcibly feize4 
mariners belonging to American veflels, and in one 
ipftance under the protedlion of a Portuguefe fort* 

3. That by Britifli regulations and pradlice, our 
corn provilions are driven from the ports of France, 
and re(lri6]:cd to the ports of the Brjtifh, or thofe or 
their friends. 

4. That our veffeU are not permitted to go from 
the Britifh ports in the iflands without giving fccu- 
yity (which is not attainable but with difficulty and 
cxpenfe) for the difcharge of the cargo in fome 
other Britifti or neutral port. 

5. That without the imputation of a contraband 
trade, as defined by the law of nations, our veflels 
are captured for carrying on commercial intercourlc 
yvith the French Weft Indies ; although it is tole- 
rated by the laws of the French Republic, and that, 
for this extraordinary conduct, no other excufe is 
alleged, than that, by fonae edidl of a King of 
France, this intercourfe was prohibited ; and, 

6. That the condudi pf the admiralty in the Bri- 
tiib iflands is impeachable, from an excefs of rigour, 
and a departure from ftricSt judicial purity; and the 
cxpenfes of an appeal to England, too heavy to l^ 
encountered under all thefe circumflances of dif^ 
couragement. 

Againft the French it is urged, 

1. Th(at their privateers harafs our trade no lefs 
than thofe of the Britifh. 

2. That two of their fhips of war have committed 
enormities on our veflels. 

3. That their courts of admiralty are guilty of 
equal oppreffion. 

4. That befides thefe points of accufation, which 
are commpn to the French and Britifh, the former 

have 
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have infringed (he treaty between the United States 
and them, by fubjcdling to feizure and condemna- 
tion our veflels trading with their enemies in mer- 
chandifc which that treaty declares not to be con- 
traband^ and under circumAances not forbidden bj 
the law of nations. 

5. That a very detrimental embargo has been laid 
npon lar«:c numbers of American veflels in the 
JVci.ch ports ; and, 

6. That a contrail with the French Government 
for coin has bcendifcharged in depreciated aflignats. 

Againft the Spaniards the outrages ot privateers 
are urged ; 

And againft the Dutch, one condemnation in the 
admiralty is infifled to be unwarrantable. 

Under this complication of mifchief which perfc- 
cutcs our commerce, I beg leave, Sir, to fubmit to 
your conlideration, whether reprefentations, as far 
as fadls mayjuftify, ought not to be imoxediatety 
preflcd upon the foreign Governments, in thofe of the 
preceding cafes for which they arercfponfible. 

Among thefc I clafs, i. The violence perpetrat- 
ed by public Ihips of war ; 2. Prohibitions, or re- 
gulations inconfiflent with the law of nations •, 
3. The improper condu(5l of courts ; 4. Infradions 
of treaty ; 5. The impofition of embargoes; and, 6. 
The breach of public contra6ts. How far a Govern*' 
mcnt is liable to redrefs the rapine of privateers, de-' 
pcnds upon the peculiarities of the cafe. It is in- 
cumbent upon it, however, to keep its courts freely 
open, and to fecure an impartial hearing to the in- 
jured applicants. If the rules prcfcribcd to priva- 
teers be too loofe, and opportunities of plunder dr 
ill treatment be provoked from that caufc, or from, 
the profpedl of impunity, it is impoflible to be too 
lirenuous in remonfirating againft this formidably 
evil. 

Thus, Sir, I have reduced to general bea,ds the 
particular complaints^ without making any inquiry 

4 into 
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}nfo the (k<9§ beyond the allegations of the parties 
intetefted. 

I will only add, thgt your meflage fcems to pro-«^ 
fnife to Congrefs fome ftatement upon thefe fubje<fts. 

I have the honour. Sir, to be, with the higheft 
refpe6l, your obedient fervant, 
^he Prejident of the JEd. Randoi^ph* 

. United States. 

This Report furniftied the friends of peace, and of 
the Federal Government, weapons wherewith to 
ward off the affaults of their enemies ; for it now 
jippeared that the fpoliations of France were as great ^ 
at leaft, as thofe of England ; and that, therefore, 
if thofe fpoliations would juftify violent meafures 
towards the latter, they would alfo juftify fuch mea-r 
fures towards the former. . 

Neverthelefs, the French faftion, having all thi^ 
noify part of the people on their fide, proceeded with 
the refolution of Clarke, and feemed refolved to 
force it into a law at all events. General Wafhing^ 
ton, who was a much greater politician than he was 
a general, feeing that there was but one way left of 
getting out of the difficulty, had recourfe to it. It 
required jffrww^ ; but in that he was not deficient. — 
Jle made all his preparations for a plaufible pretext 
for his condudl ; and, at the very moment when the 
French fadtion were urging the adoption of Clarke's 
refolution, they, to their utter confufion, were in- 
formed that the Prefident and Senate had appointed 
Mr. ^a.y Minifter Plenipotentiary and Envoy Exlra- 
ordinary to the Court of London ! 

This was a matter- ftroke of policy ; it fo com^- 
pletely united firmtiefs with moderation, that it 
could not fail of a proper effect: amougft the people, 
while it blatled all the hopes of the French fadlion, 
Thefe mifcreants did, however, proceed in urging 
the adoption of the hoflile refolution of Clarke, an^i* 
Succeeded in carrying it, by a great majority, in the j 

Lowe 
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Ix)wcr Houfe of Congrefs; but the Senate, who 
had now the bcft puflible cxcule for rcfufing thcij 
ianction of if, threw it out, without helitation. 

In favour of the meafure it was urgKl, that the 
conduct of Great Britain had not been of a doubt- 
ful nature, and was fq injurious, that it warranted 
retaliation, and had no claim to a lenient condudl 
from America : that the idea of rcflraining from re- 
tortion, for fear of irritating a nation which had in- 
jured and degraded America without provocation, 
vas dcbafing indeed : that though war was to ho 
deprecated, yet, if Great Britain was at war with 
Anicrica, Ihe could not injure her more than (he 
had done of late. America had nothing toexped 
from Englifti juftice. Their infolcnce was grounded 
on an idea of American pulillanimity ; and rejccSting 
the meafure, would ftrengthen that idea : hence ihc* 
greater neccliity for agreeing to the refolution. 

Negotlallon was relied upon as the road to reflitu- 
tion. We have, faid the French faction, ever ne- 
gotiated — in vain. Why (hall an extraordinary 
Minifter be more fuccefslul than our Minifter now 
at the Court of St. James's ? But if every additional 
infult lays on us an additional obligation to nego- 
tiate, Great Britain has only to purfue the line of in- 
jury (he has adopted, to bafi^e all our attempts tQ 
do ourfelves juflice. 

It is (kid we ihould now negotiate ; and if we da 
not fucceed, then the meafure may be adopted ; but, 
before that time. Great Britain may be po(re(red of 
our whole ftrength, by continuing to capture our 
merchantmen, and then we fhall in vain attempt tp 
refifl. 

Thofe againft the general tendency of the meafur^ 
argue, that Great Britain could flill flourifh without 
American commerce ; that it would lead to war, 
becaufe Great Britain will deem it infolent to ftatey?w^ 
qua 7ion conditions toare(torationof intercour(e\vith 

hei?. 
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her. Their opinion of our weaknefs, faid the friends 
of peace, and their own haughtinels, will lead them 
to fpurn at the infult. We Ihould negotiate ami- 
cably, and not irritate; the meafurc will injure U3 
moft : we fhall feverely (ctl the want of Britifli ma- 
nufadiurcs. The inftrudlions gf the 8th of January 
are a difavowal of the conflrudion put on thofe of 
the 6th of November, by the courts in the Weft 
Indies ; by this they fairly open a door to negotia- 
tion. We do not yet know what effedt the know-* 
kdgeof the treatment we have received in the Weft 
Indies has had in London. We are not to fuppofe 
that their conftruflion of the orders of the 6th of 
November will be thereby changed ; but muft natu- 
rally expedl, that, in the fpirit of that conflru6tion, 
we fhall receive compenfation ; at leaft the road to 
^negotiation is open, and will moft probably lead us 
to peace, and reflitution for our lofles. If in this 
we do not fuoceed, then energetic meafures will be 
pro[>er. 

As to the old difagreement about the pofls, it 
fliould not now be brought forwaid. Ihey hold, and 
intend to hold the pofls, bccaule they conceived we 
broke the treaty firft. Under this iinpreflion, what 
leffecl can (he menace, propofed to be held out, 
have ?- — only to exafperate. The lofs of property, by 
fufpenlion of our intercourfe with Great Britain, ^ 
will be much greater than any advantage w^can 
derive, by a reftoration of the pofis or property car- 
ried off at the peace. Even if Great Britain fhould 
be willing to conciliate and coniply with moft of our 
demands, yet the Icafl: rcfufal upon the ground of 
this meafufe wHl be a bar to peace ; but, by fair nc- 
.gotiation, w-e ca« obtain the befi terms. 

The meafure wasalfo oppofed, becanfe the friends 
of it confidered it as leading to fequeflration, a mea- 
sure immoral and unjuft. it is an encroachment 
on the cgoftitutional power of the Executive to 

iiegotiate. 



398 DISPUTE WITH 

nctrotiatc. The meafure leads to war^ and we txt 
not prepared for it. 

W'htrii the Senate ^cje6^ed the meafure ; when it 
was found tliat Mr. Jay was to be the negotiator, 
and that tlicrc remained no hopes of involving the 
United Slates in the war, on the fide of France, the 
Gallic fa(^ton were ieized with a mixture of mad* 
nefs and del pair. 

" Now," faid one of their effayids, " if has 
become a queftion, whether Congrels is neceflary^ 
or of any utility to this country ? To caft a retro- 
fpc(^Uve eye at the prefcnt feffion, it would appear 
as if the fix dollars a day were more an object 
of calculation than the interefls of the people — ^To 
take a view of the executive conduit, it would feem 
as if he ronfidcred a legiflative body a dead weight 
upon the Government, and was refulved to obflru6t 
its operations by diplomatic appointments. Perhaps 
it would corrcfpond more with the wifhes of the 
Executive and its fatellites, if Congrefs was to ad- 
journ ^//^ ///>, and leave allio them. Indeed, from 
what has already happened, it would be a^favingto 
the United States for Congrefs to dilTolve imme- 
diately ; for as long as the vigour of the prefent 
combination continues, fo long will legiflative 
fun<5lions be unneccflary, unlefs for the expreft pur- 
pofe of devoting their deliberations to the interefts 
of the knights of the funding fyflem. The prefent 
governmental opinion is, that the people are not en- 
titled to confideration, that their voice ought not to 
influence, and that their feelings ought not to make 
any impreflRon on the Legiflature ! Would the Senate 
have dared to rqedl the bill which contains the 
means of rendering juftice and retribution to the 
United States, for the infults and aggreflSons fuf^ 
taincd from Great Britain, if the people were not 
viewed by them, in the language of their brother 
Burke, as the fwinifli multitude ? 

<' What 
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*' What complexion does this conduct bear ? Per- 
haps the luggeflion would not be wide of the truth, 
which faid, that to fever the connexipn between this 
country and Great Britain would be the ftroke of 
death to an ariftocratical fadtion ; and that, to avoid 
this, the bill from the Houfe of Reprefentatives was 
rejected, and a Chief Juftice was appointed to nego- 
tiate. If the Weftern Pofls are not to be the price 
of this negotiation, that a pretext may be kept up - 
for having a Minifter of War and a military efta- 
blilbment, it will be a pleafing difappointment to 
many, who view the violation of order and con- 
ftitution in this appointment with pain and with 
horror." 

** The Prelident," faid another, " not content 
with annihilating the people, wifhes alfo to annihi- 
late the obligations of a treaty— *the price of our li- 
berties. Faithlefs, unprincipled, and ariftocratical 
moderatift, who would offer up the liberties of thy . 
fellow-citizens on the altar of Adminiftration, and 
the facre 1 obligations of our country, though per- 
haps not thine, on the altar of treachery and diA 
honour i 

** How long is this to be borne with ? How long 
arc we to fubmit to the exertions of a fet of people 
among us, who wifli to proftrate us at the feet of 
Great Britain, and barter away every thing freemen 
hold dear ? Is there not one propitious gale to kindle 
the expiring embers of liberty again to confume its 
confpirators ? Difguifed moderatifts, beware ! — free- 
men are flow to anger ; but, when roufed, moderation 
and forbearance may forfake them." 

In order, however, to difarm the French fadion 
of the means of annoyance, with which they were 
furnifhed in the appointment of Mr. Jay as En- 
voy to England, he being a known enemy of France, 
the Prefident appointed, as Envoy to France, Mr, 
Monroe^ who was known ta be a mofl violent ancf 
•^ implacabl 
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implacable enemy to Engtand. Never was any 
thing better managed. The Prefidcnt obtained d 
complete triumph, and the Gallic fa6iion received 
a chick, which Ihey did not recover for a long 
time. 

Nar was the trinifiph of the Prelidcnt confined 
to the defeat of the war-projecl. The French fac- 
tion, hoping to direct all the refources of the Fede- 
ral Government againft Great Britain, had, during 
the icflion, aided and affiftcd in augmenting thofe 
refources. A law was palfed for organizing, and 
holding in rcadinefs to march, at the orders of the 
Prefidcnt, a fcledl body of the nfii'litia of the feveral 
States, amounting to e/ghfy thoicfand men ; the regu- 
lar army, was augmented ; appropriations wfere made 
for arm^, accoutrements, ammunition, and camp 
equipage; for fortifying the harbours and ports; 
for fitting out* gallics, and for building and fitting 
out frigates and other fbips of- war. The French 
fadtion, while they were eager for war with England, 
urged the payment to the Republic, of the debt 
due to the French Rin^ The Prefidcnt and Senate 
confented ; but. at the fame time, they took, care to' 
obtain more than a compenfation from their enemies. 
Several diredl taxes were laid ; the Treafury was rc- 
pleniihed ; new flock was funded ; and, in fhort, 
this/clfion, which, at one time, threatened the ex- 
iftence of the Federal Government, added more to 
its lirength, tl)an all the preceding fcflions fince its' 
eflabliftiment*. 

* For the fequel of the difpute with Great Britain, fee Popular 
Proceedings^ &c. vol. ii. p. 2^3 ; alfo, Britijh Treaty^ vol. ii. 
p. 345 ; alio, Proceedings^ &c. vol. ii. p. 273 ; alio, ^ Little 
flain Englijhf &c. vol. ii. p. 281 ; alfo, Anal^s^ &c. vol. S. 
p. 369. 

THE END OP THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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